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FEMALE INFANTICIDE. 
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Suppression of infanticibe in guzerat. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walhb, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. WaansK^ Secretary to Goreroment, Bombay. 

Dated 21th May 1805. 


It may not be superfluous to observe, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, that both these families (Dherol and Nowanuggur 
Chieftains*) came originally from Bhooj, but have been established from a 
remote period in Kattywar^ that Jam** is a title, or surname, assumed only 
by the elder branchi and that both are distinguished by the no less extraordinary 
thon barbarous practice of putting tlieir female children to death in their 
in&ncy. 


From F. Wardxn, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

DaUd 6th June 1805. 

Sia,—I am directed by the IXonorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 27t2i ultimo. 

2. With respect to the usage adverted to in that letter, of Female Infanti¬ 
cide, it is known to ii\t Honorable the Governor in Council to be equally prac¬ 
tised among all the Jharejas, or those who are of the same caste with the flimily 
of the present Raja of Kntch, besides being probably diflused, more or less, 
amongst several other classes on the borders of that country, into all which 
you are desired to caase full inquiry to be made, with a view to ascertain 
whether these people might not by perseverance be restrained from a practice 
so abhorrent to all principle and natural feeling, particularly in as far as the 
same may be found anywhere to exist within the Gaekwar’s, or the Peshwa's, 
or our own part of Gnserat, in which a banning might be made, by inducing 
the parties to sign sueb an agreement as the Honorable the President took in 
1789 from a like race of in&nticides, called Kajkoomars, in a remote district 
of the division of Benares, then under his charge, of which some account, and 
a copy of the said deed or writing, will be found in a dissertation from Lord 
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Teignmouth in one of the Tolumes of the ** Asiatic Researches,** a i^annscript 
copy of which agreement is enclosed. 

3. The Honorable the Governor in Conncil desires on this occasion that 
you will communicate with Soonderjee Sewjee, of Mandvee in Kutch» now on 
his way to Baroda, and endeavour to gain bis assent to becoming the Coul- 
pany’s Agent for eflectiog the abrogation in that quarter of so detestable |nd 
atrocious a custom. 

I hgga^he honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) F. Wabdbn, 

Bombay C<utU, 6tA June 1806^ * Secretary to Goreroment. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. WAUtea, Resident at Band a, 

To F. Wabdbn, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated !27iA July 1806. 

SiR,*^l have the honour to forward, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, a translation of a letter^ received from Soondeijec 
Sewjee, of Kutch, with a copy of my reply. 

By the tatter, tite Honorable the Governor in Council will observe that I 
have adopted the first measure which I conceived to be necessary for the 
execution of their commands, communicated in your letter of the 6th uidmo, 
by requestiug Soondeijee to afford me such information relative to tlie 
barbarous practice alluded to therein as might enable me to ascertain its 
extent and prevalence, previous to any attempt to effect its abrogation through 
his agency, which, by suddenly alarming his prejudices, might r>'tard the 
reform which the humanity of the Honorable the Governor iu Council is 
desirous to introduce. 

I have the honour to bo, Ac. 

(Signed) A. Waucbb, 

BarodOf 27tk July 1805. Resident. 


^iractfrom a Zeller from LieHienant Colonel A. Walxsb to Soomdsiubb 

SswiBB, of Kutek, dated 26th Jufy 1805. 

I have understood that among the caste of Jharejas there exists a custom of 
putting their female children to death, and that they receive their women from 
other castes. I have also learned that the Raja of Kutch is one of this caste. 
To ascertain the real particulars of this custom would he very desirable; 
therefore I request yon would inform me of the origin and continnation of this 
practice, and in what manner the infimts are destroyed; also how fu this 
custom is prevalent among the other tribes of Rsjpoots, and the number of 
children who may suffer annually from this practice. 

* This letter U omitted from this SeleetiOB u K does aot rslste to the sohject of Isfsaticids. 
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From LieoteoftQt Colonel A. Walkbe, Rosident at Barcxla^ 

To F. Wardbk, Secretary to GoTeroment^ Bombay. 

Dated let September 1605. 

BiBy^l have the honour to enclose^ for the Information of the Honorable 
the! Governor in CdbDcili a trasalation of a letter received from Soondeijee 
Sewjce, of Kutch, communicating eoroe partjcular% relative to the practice of 
Female Infanticide among the tribe^Dbarejaa, and aome information on the 
state of aSaira among the Chiefiaios bordering on the Gulf of Kutch. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Coondl will observe, with regret, that 
so large a number ol innocent children annually suffer from the prevalence of 
the barbarous custom of Female Infanticide among the caste of Jharejas ; but 
the custom seems limited to that tribe inhabiting Kutch and Kattywar, as I 
have not been able to trace its existence among any other people of Guzerat. 

3. I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter written to Soondeijee on 
the subject of this custom, but I fear the humane attempt of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will not be successful to any great extent in restraining 
the supersUtious and religious prejudices of a tribe which are so far removed 
from the authority of the British Government, and so little acquainted with 
the principles of improved society. 

* I have the honoiv to be, 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Daroda, Ist September 1805. Resident 


Dxtract from a Zelter from Sookdbajsb Sbwjsb, of JEWcA, to Lieutenant 

Colonel A« Walsbr, dated 13tA Auffuti 1805. 

The drowning of the daughters of tlie Jharejas proceeds from this cause 
In this country there is no one who can marry into the tribe of Jharejas, where¬ 
fore they drown tlieir daughters; and there may be annually five or six hun¬ 
dred biiths among tlie Jharejas, inasmuch as the Chieftains of Moorve^ Hal- 
lai*, Oondul, Waghur, Kutch, and Kalikat, are all Jharejas, and are all related, 
and among relatives it is not customary for Hindoos to many. Except relativq^ 
there arc none of their own tribe. Such is the custom of the Jharejas. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walebb, Resident at Baroda, 

To SoONDBfUBB SeWJBB. 

Dated 1st September 1805. 

1 have been favoured with your letter of the 13th instant (August 1805), 
detailing tome customs of the caste of Jharejas. 

I have to request that on this interesting subject you will in your next letter 
Ji)e more particular, and detail every circumstance relative to tlie inlmman 
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custom which is practised by the Jharejas in putting their female ^^ildren to 
death in their ini^cy. 

The prevalcuce of such a btrbaroos custom must be a subject of regret to 
all the friends of humanity, and the more so to the British Government, whose 
views, being ever directed to promote the happiness of their own subjects and 
neighbours, cannot learn without horror that five or six hundred innocent 
children are annually put to death, who, if suffered to ii/e, would contriAite 
so much to increase the*population,^^d the consequent prosperity of the 
country in which they abide. 

This custom is the more extraordinary and wepreheosiblc as it is expressly 
forbidden by the Hindoo laws, and in the Brahma Bywaiit Poomn is called 
0 great crime-^ia the Pooran it being written that killing even a feetus is as 
criminal as kitlh^ a Brahmin; and the same Pooran condemns tlic perpetrator 
to suffer in the hell, called Nirka, for as many years as there arc huirs on thu 
child's body. 

It would, therefore, be a very acceptable service to humanity, highly grali* 
fying to Mr. Duncan and the British Govemmeut, and honorable to yuursolf, 
if you could exert your inffuence to put a stop to such a barbarous cust^^m. 

When the Honorable Mr Duncan was in charge of the provinco of 
Benares, he put a stop to the custom, which was then practised by a caste 
called Rajkoomars, by getting the caste to sign an agreement, by which any 
one who committed diia Orime should be expelled from tlic tribe, and ncitlier 
cat, drink, nor sleep with the members of it, besides sufleriug the punishment 
denounced in the Pooran. If such an agreement could be executed in I'tutch, 
it would probably be effectual. 

(Signed) A. Walkbr, 

Baroda, Is/ S^lember 1805. itcRident. 


Extract from a LelUr from the Government of Bombay to Lieutenant Colonel 

A. Walsbr, dated the 3rd April 1807. 

It is recommended to you to endeavour U> include in tlie engagements 
with the Moorvee and other Chieftains habituated to the lamentable practice uf 
destroying their female infants, to renounce a usage so repugnant to every 
humane and natural feeling, for which you are authorised to cite to this preju* 
diced class of society the similar abandonment which has happily been 
obtained from bodies of the Company*s subjects under the immediate influence 
of the Supreme Government, their knowledge of which may materially con¬ 
tribute to facilitate their own acquiescence to a like amelioration, as far as 
respects their family concerns. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walkbr to the Govern^ 

ment of Bombay^ dated 29/A Jane 1607. 

1 was the more particularly induced to retain Pcnguel Sing, conceiving from 
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bift peradisal acquaintance and influence with the Chieftains and Bhoonuaa 
of that division of Kattywar called Haliar, which is priocipaDy inhabited by 
the caste of Rajpoots, called Jhar^as, who are addicted to the abominable 
practice of Fern tie Infimticide, that the humane and beaevolent views which 
the Honorable the Ooveraor in Cooncil entertains of rendering this practice 
less frequent may be thereby considerably promoted. 

I shall hereafter have the honour to forward, for the notice of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, the information collected .by Penguel Sing relative 
to this custom, by which its extent a^ prevalence will be observed. 

Penguel Sing describes it aa an ancient and immemorial custom, confirmed 
by prejudice and family pride; but that there are also many instances of 
parent^ affection overcoming this horrid propensity, and that under the 
influence of the Honorable Company's Government the pvacUce may be 
considerably ameliorated. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walrbr, Eeiident at 

Barodaf to (ke Qoternment of SomUn/, dated Rajkot, i5tk January 1808. 

It would be improper to dismiss this report vnthout noticing that the Jhareja 
Rajpoots are those who have been diMtinguished in this part of India by the 
preedee of Female Infandcide; but it is only necessary to advert to tlie 
circumstance on tliis occasion. 

The solemn and written engagements of the Chiefs, renouncing, in their 
own name and that of their posterity, this horrible usage in future, will form 
the subject of a separate letter; and altliough the first efforts to suppress this 
extraordinary costom met with a strenuous opposition, it is very gradfying 
for me to report that the success of the measure has been universal and 
complete.* 


From l/ieuienant Colonel A. Walsbr, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonatbaiv Dcrcak, Governor of Bombay. 

4 

J>ated IStk March 1808. 

Hokorablb StB,~Tlie abolition of the singular custom of Female Infan¬ 
ticide formed an object of my early and anxious attendon during the late 
service. 

* In tep\f to dui ktter the Oovemmeot ei Bo&btj on the 7th Msreh 1608 sppltuded 
lieutensat Colonel Welker** eaeces ia obteioof from the Jheitje Chiefteioi Che renanm- 
tion of the prtetioe of Pemele Infeatiode, which hsd prenUed amongst them, the cesmdon of 
which, if duly earned into effect, to easun which Ooremmeiit wm sstisfied chst officer's stten- 
tioa weald he cootiaaed, would, it wss lettsrked, coasdtute sn era la the prorinee of Kittywir 
of more iaportance thsa sH the oeenmnees of that peop)e*s otherwise sufficicBtly cTentfol 
UWory. 
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2. I have already* had the honour to state generally the succeaa^hich has 
attended this measure ; but, before 1 proceed to detail its progress and circum* 
stances, I shal'. endeavour to ascertaio the origin and history of a practice the 
roost barbarous that ever owed its exbtence either to the wickedness or 
weakness of human nature. 

3. The early customs and history of every people are obscure and 

fabulous. * 

4. The Hindoos, with*a Ricility pr^iportionatc to their credulity, gcncmlly 
ascribe tlicir peculiar inetitutTons to a divine origin, and, by connecting their 
observance with religious duties, tliey have passed inviolate through many 
ages. 

6. This, p^bably, more than any other cause, has mainiained that great 
distinction whihh is evident between the Hindoos and other nations, and also 
between their own castes. The force of the same sentiments has rendered 
institutions favourable to morals and humanity e(|ua]Iy venerable and per- 
niancnt, as it has sanctioned many that are absurd and criminal. 

0. The displeasure and authority of the Supreme Being is naturally, and 
with propriety, resorted to in support of customs or ritua which tend to tho 
suppression of vice, and to the welfare of society. 

7. When the customs and rites of any {>co(>le are harmless, whatever form 
they assume, and from whatever source they may J)e derived, they are entitled 
to toleration and protectioh ; but they ought to be punished or amended wlien 
their evident tendency is to diminish population, and to alienate the nr:ura) 
udeettons of mankind. Of this description is the custom of Female lu&n .\cide, 
which prevails among the tribe of Ifajpoots denominated Jlmrcjas. 

8 . The traditionaiy and legendary accounts of tlic Hindoos, aithougii some- 
times ingenious, arc often Uic wild and extravagant fictions of u rude and 
sn|)erstitious people ; but t)ie oral account of the savage and atrocious custom 
of Infanticide is comprised in a 8iiD[>lc narrative, and exhibits, uiider a slight 
disguise, a remote historical event. 

9. The Jharejas reflate that a jiowcrful Itaja of their caste, who had a 
daughter of singular beauty and accomplishments, desired his jiajgort or 
family Brahmin to affiance her to a prince of desert and rank equal to her own. 

10. The Kajgor travelled over many countries without discovering a 
Chief who possessed the requiRite qualities, for where wealth and power were 
combined, personal accomplishments and virtue were defective. In like 
manner, where Uie advantages of the mind and the body were united, those of 
fortune and rank were wanting. 

* Vide eztiact tt psge 322 of this SetcctioB of bieute&snt Coloacl Walker's letter dated 
the 25tb Juiuiuy tSfJS. 

t The Rajaur, otbemite eaUed Rajgooroo. b literally tlie priest, tutor, or preceptor of a 
Raja; but the tern is aiipUed to the doneatie Brahmin of any (smily in this country. Tlio 
Ksttm, and e«eo every iadirulttal of a caste, has a Biyfor. la the iicaiQSula and Katch die 
Rejgon are a distiaci tribe. 

•13 o 
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11. The imgor retumetl^ an<] reported to the prince tliai hi» mission had 
ttoi proved successful. 

12. This intelligence gave the Raja much affliction and concern, as the 
Hindoos reckon it to be tlie first duty of parents to provide suitable husbands 
for their daughters: and it is reproachful that they should pass the age of 
puberty without having been affianced, and be under the necessity of living in a 
state ofcclfljacy. 

13. The Raja, however, rejected ^d strongly aeprobated every match for 
his daughter which he conccive<l inferior to her high rank and perfections. 

14. In this dilemma the Raja consulted his Rajgor, and the Brahmin 

advised him to avoid the censure and dit^race which would attend the princess 
remaining unmnrrtcd, by having recourse to the desperate expedient of 
putting his daughter to death. ^ 

15. The Raja was long averse to this expedient, and remonstrated against 
the murder of a woman, which, enormous as it is represented in the iShasters, 
would be aggravated when committed on his own <dls|)ring. 

16. The Itajgor at length rcmovcil Che Itaja's scruples, hy consenting to 
load himself with ilm guilt, and to become in his own |K*rson responsible for 
all the consequences of the sin. Accordingly the pnM<’(*sg was put to death, 
and Female Infanticide was from that time pmcHsed hy the Jharejas. 

17. From this narrative^ curiosity receives little gratification, and tbo mind 
no pleasure. It resembles ilic talcs of infancy, ratltcr than Uic grave history 
of a transaction involving tliu fate of a numerous portion of the human race. 

lb. This, however, comprises all the informati<m which the .Iharcjos pimsess 
of the origin of a custom so contrary to the dictates of uatun% and which is 
justifiable on no pica, as it gratifies no reosonuble passion. 

19. Notwilbstanding this ina<lcquate and tiiisatisfuctory account of the 
origin of Infanticide, many whimsical and absurd institutifuis like this are 
dependent less on reason than on particular circumstances, which in the course 
of many ages give them im|»ortancc and infiucnce. 

20. There is nothing too extravagant and preposterous for the lumian 
xniud to believe, and for men to practise ; but there were also motives and 
contingent circumstances which might 0 |>eratc to tliu ]>n;^rcss and continua- 
tion of this inhuman custom of tlic Jhanjas. 

21. The forms aud maxims, and all the religious tcucts uf the IJiudoos, are 
strongly opposed to the crime of Infanticide. 

22. Whatever may have boon iltc motives that led the Jharejas to embrace 
the extraordinary practice of destroying their daughters, conveniency and 
policy have contributed to continue and extend it. 

23. The scruples of religion aiul conscience were lulled and quieted by 
tlie ideal security of anoUicr race being responsible lor the crime; opinions and 
habits, for which at first wc have no aversion, as they grow familiar rise into 
consideration, and establish tlicir asccndaiK^. 

24. The superstition of the Jharijas easily reconciled them to the expe^ 
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<fient proposed by the Rajgor, which freed tiiem from tlie fear and consequence 
of sin, and undermined their compassion and affection for tlieir offspring. 

25. The ften^imelite of nature and humanity were supplanted by the passion 
of avarice and pride, for the right of destroying their daughters grew into a 
privilege, which they regarded as a distinction and honour peculiar to 
their caste. 

2d. 1*1 le Hindoo precepts and custom r concerning marriage are fulVof 
fmnily distincUoiis, exact s* many obser^nocs, and jni|N>Re so many restraints, 
that u military tribe like tlie Jliarejas might not be reluctant to receive a 
diR|>ensatMm. * 

27. These n'straints, when tllcir operation is strictly enforced, oci^asion 
many inconvenjenc('s, an<l in some situations they may prdVe insurmountable. 

'iff. All thew difficulties arc felt more in the cases of women than men, and 
the expense attend ing their niarriHgc is an obligation which the Jharejas 
consider it Ibr their interest and advantage to be exempted from. 

2ff. Acconling to tlie anekmt history of the Jharejna, their first consider¬ 
able and well ascertained estahlishment was in Sind ; but by traditionary 
accounts, there is reason to btdieve that tliey at one |>criod extended, under 
ditferent denominations, over a great part of Persia. 

30. Sind was one of the earliest objects of the ambition of the fanatical 
Kliatifs who succeeded to the power and iintliority of Mahomed. As tho 
conversion of inffdcU wr^ the ostcnsildc object of lh<*se conquerors, tha 
greatest part of (lie iohubitunts of Persia and Sind were obliged to cmbr'Tce 
the Mahomedun faith. 

31. It 18 probable that the custom of lufuniicidc amongst the Jlutrejas 
was a consequence resulting from the Maliomedon conquest of SioH. 

32. By the conversion and conquest of the greater }nirt of tfie iidinbitants 
of Sind, who were undoubtedly liaj|M>oU iMiforc that event, the Jhurcjiis were 
deprived of the usual moans of diK|M>sing of Uicir dmu^lilors in lonniagc. 

33. This event, or some occurrence of a similar kfml in the history <ir these 
tribes, which Interrupted iheir intcrcvmrsc and tlicir ancient habits, tmisb 
may conclude, have arisem, and liavc l)ecn sullicicuUy ixiwcrful to iutnKlucu 
the strange custom of Inrunticide. 

34. At the period of the conquest of Sind, the Jharejos were not arrived at 
that state of society when the sentiments of humajiity Imvo much iulliienec; 
but, under Uic guidance of their }>assiaD8 and prejudices, tluy were ca|Ktble of 
acutely feeling every circumstance that affected the honour of tiieir family 
or custc. 

35. The Jliarejas, finding themscIvcH suddenly surrounded by trilies who 
had embraced a new fiith, and precluded thereby from manyiiig their 
daughters to those amongst whom they were fbrmcriy accimtomcd to 
contract matriinoniai engagements, may, under such circumstances, have 
preferred the expedient suggested, aJid encouraged by siiiierslilion, of destroy 
ing their icmule offspring. 
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36. They may have adopted this dreadful expedient in preference to the 
sin of rearing their daughters in a state of celibacy, or of exposing themselves 
to the di^p^ce which would be incurred by inconUnency ; and the policy of 
their Chief may have either concurred in, or invented the delusive responsibi¬ 
lity of the Rajgor. 

37. The credulity and superstition of the Jharejas would not suspect the 
incompetency of the intervention of their Brahmins; and this veneration for 
the advice of religious preceptors is not a new seutiment, nor is it peculiar to 
any religion. 

38. We know that the Jharejas maintained their independency in Sind 
for a long period, and resisted their invaders witli spirit and fortitude. It is 
probable that they Vcrc not completely subdued until obliged to migrate into 
Kuteb, where they established themselves, and retained their own rcligioD. 

39. But before this event, the insulated situation of the Jharejas in Sind, 
amongst tribes of different classes from themselves, and the expense and risk 
that would attend the sending of their daughters to countries where they 
might be affianced to Rajpoots of a proper descent, had impelled the Jharejas 
to have recourse to lufsnticiJe. Being precluded from disposing of their 
daughters in their own vicinity, they were sacrificed to tbeir pride, convenience, 
and superstition. 

40. In subsequent times, when the emigration of the Jharejas into Kutch 
and Guzerat, inhabited by Ilajpoots, offered abundance of husbands for their 
daughters, and removed tlic pica for their destruction, the custom had been 
established, and was considered as one of Uicir unalienable rights. 

41. The Jharejas had also conceived many barbarous notions of their own 
superiority, and they undervalued or despised the tribes amongst whom they 
bad obtained a compulsory settlement. 

42. The circumstance of conquest, under which they settled in Kutch and 
Guzerat, conhnued tliis sentiment of superiority. As the Jharejas came from 
a distant country, tliey liad many foreign and strange habits; and their 
Devee, or household god, was ditferent from the worship of the other Haj- 
poota among whom tliey were now established. 

43. The custom of killing tbeir daughters, wc may suppose, had by tliis 
time produced its effects on the manners of the Jharejas; and, as their wars 
with the Musulmans liad made them more hardy and enterprising than the 
inhabitants whose possessions they bad conquered, the same cause would 
vender them more arrogant and overbearing. 

44. This is still the character of the Jharejas. 

45. The history of the Jharejas, also, since they arrived in Kutch and 
Guzerat, bears evidence of Uieir incapacity for government, and of their 
capricious and imprudent conduct. 

46. It is necessary to mention these traits in the character of the Jharejas, as 
they would operate to maintain the practice of Infanticide after their settlement 
in this country, and when the original pretence for its origin ceased to exist. 
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47« In whftt way soever the practice of Infanticide was introducedi it most 
he referred to the peculiar manners and political state of the people. The 
sequel will disclose the circumstances that at present maintain and preserve 
this barbarous custom. 

48. Strangers to parental emotions and affections, the gr^at cause for, 
destroying their children is avarice, and that they may not be exposed to the 
cares and expense attending their establishment in life. * 

49. This was actually pleaded by the Jhareja Chieftains in defence of the 
practice, which deprived tliem, they said, of much care, vexation, and expense, 
and which had been so long in existence tliat the heinousness of tlic crime 
was altogether lost sight of in its*antiquity. 

60. Tht practice which prevailed in Europe, and chiefly amongst the ])rm- 
cipal families, ^ placing their daughters in nunneries, might be traced to the 
same motives that led the Jharejas to put theirs to death; and both havo 
originated in the desire of diminishiDg the cares and expense attending a 
numerous family. 

61. They also pleaded their aversion to relinquish a custom which they 
conceived to attach renown to their caste, and to distinguish it above all the 
other Kajpoota, in this quarter at least. 

62. In order to explain the operation of these sentiments on tlie minds of 
the Jharejas, it is necessary to anticipate a circumstance, ami to mention 
that there arc several instances of Jharejas who have allowed their daugh¬ 
ters to live. 

63. In those instances they arc inaiigated by their pride, and theii ideal 
notions of superiority, to give large marriage portions with their daughti rs. 

64. It is a maxim witli them, that the daughter of a Jhareja, mdcf^endcnt 
of licr person, and the honour of their alliance, should carry wealth into the 
house of her husband, and be a valuable acquisition to her new connexions. 

65. An instance, however, occurred in the petty Jhareja Chief of Kutty- 
war saving a daughter, and afterwards contracting her in marriage to a son 
of Meroo Khawas. This was considered as an extraordinary instance of 
degradation, which even the pressure of necessity and interest could not excuse. 
The marriage was not consummated, and the (atiier never permitted his 
daughter to repair to her husband's house. 

66 . These sentiments are common to the rich and the poor, and have 
undoubtedly contributed to perpetuate the practice of lofauticide. 

67. In considering the causes which have tended to confirm and continue 
this practice, considerable weight must be given to the apatliy and iodifference 
witli which it has ever been received by the rest of the IUji>oot families, and 
the Brahmins, who are numerous in this country. 

68 . It does not appear that any effort has been made for the general suj)* 
pression of this crime, for which they possessed a simple and effectual remedy, 
by refusing to affiance their dau^tera to the Jharejas, unless on the coudiliou 
of rearing their female offspring. 
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59. Such an idea never seems to have occurred to the other RbJ|)ooU ; on 
the contrary, they appear to have countenanced the pracUce of Infanticide, not 
only by intermarrying their daughters with the Jharejaa, but by allowing them 
to ^come the instruments of murdering their own ofl'spring. 

60. These Rajpoots were led to this unnatural compliance from tho case 
and facility with which their acquiescence enabled them to marry their duiigh* 
ters. To this interested modve they appear to liave sacrificed tlie sentiments 
of religion and humanity without any repugnance. • 

61. They excused, however, to me, and endeavoured to ixilliate their want 
of sensibility, by pleading the immediate usages of caste, and tlie impropriety 
of interfering in those of the Jharejas. 

62. Curiosity iftill natumlly be excited to learn the forms and mctliods 
observed in committing these Infanticides, and whether tlic^ were attGn<l<*<l 
by any compunction and ceremony. 

63. The common expressions for Inbnticide are Deekree marne ne chul^ or 
** the custom of killing daughtern/* and Nanee dfekree nutrne m chal, or the 
custom of killing young daughters.” In conversation, and in discussing the 
subject witli the Jharejas, the term used was Detiree hubuif the article 
of girls.” 

64. The subject is disgusting, and I shall endeavour to state briefly the 
result of my inquiries. Ajthough the Jharejas B|>okc freely of the custom oi‘ 
putting their daughters to death, and without delicdcy, anil without any )miii, 
they were more reserved on the mode of their execution, and appeared at first 
unwilling to be questioned on the subject 

65. They usually replied tliat it was an affair of the women; it Indongcd 
to the nursery, and made no \vkri of tlic bu?«iiies9 of the men. They at lust, 
however, threw ofl* this reserve. 

6 (i. The following is tlie translate of a memorandum fnm Wassonjee 
Rswuijco, a Nagur Bralimtn, who attcndcHl the camp in the quality of VukecI 
from the Gondul Chief When the wives of tlio Jliarcja Rajpoots are de¬ 
livered of daughters, tlie women who may be with the mother ix^pair to the 
olilest man in tlie house; this person desires them to go to him who is the 
fatlicr of tlic infant, and do as he directs. On this tlie women go to the father, 
who desires them to do as is customary, and so to inform the mother. The 
women tlien repair to the mother, and tell her to act in conformity to their 
usages. The mother next puts opium on the nipjile of her breast, which the 
child inhaling with its milk, dies. The above is oue custom, and the follow¬ 
ing is another: when the child is bom, they place tlic navel string on its 
mouth, when it expires.” 

67. From the conversations of tlie Jharejas, it appears dial the opium is 
put into the mouth of die child; but the mode of adiuinistcring this drug 
described by Wossonjee may have given rise to the opinion that the Jliarejas 
drown dirir daughters, by throwing Uicui, a| soon as they arc bom, into a 
vessel of milk. 
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HH. From every inquiry I could not understand tliat tlie Jharejas ever put 
their daughters to death after this manner; but the story may have had Its 
ori^n in the idea of the infant imbibing poisoned milk, or from an expression 
^vliich is ascribed the hither, who, when the birth of a daughter is announced, 
with bnital equivocation says to the attendants, Dkood pillana, 

G9. 1'his is but vt )>o))ular story, and, independently of the circumstance of 
few infants sucking immediately on the birth, tlie placing of opium on the 
nipple would cfTuctually pwvent it. 

70. The true manner by which tlie Jharejas kill their daughters, os received 
from the Chieftains of Kajkot and Jallia, is subsequently related. 

71. There is, apporenlly, neitlicr merit nor demerit attached to the saving 
of their daughters; but, although the act is optional and Voluntary, it seems 
more reputable \o destroy them. The few instances that have been traced to 
the contrary would establish that the practice of Infanticide was considered 
moi'c honorable ; for although the motive may be grou and selfish, it is the 
natural disposition of men to ascribe their actions, especially when tliey arc 
deviations from natural principles, to illustrious and generous sources. 

72. If a father wishes to preserve a daughter, he previously apprises his 

wife and family, and his commands arc obeyed; if a motlier entertains tlio 
wisli (»f preservittg a daughter, and her husband is averse to it, the infant 
must be put to death. ^ 

7d. There arc, liowcvef, instances wherein tlic blandishments and influence 
of the mother have succeeded iu saving the infant, by obtaining tlio rcvoci ;ion 
of the decree for its dcKtructioii; but tliesc instances of maternal solicitude are 
citlicr infrcriueut, or but seldom successful. 

74. The fiitlier sometimes expressly orders the infant to be put to death, 
probably wlien ho suspects some tendency or inteutiou of the mother to 
proKcrvcit; but, in genera], tins sanguinnry intimation is unnecessary, as a 
total silence on the part of the husband is considered to imply his unalterable 
resolution that the child, if a female, should perrish. 

75. To render tliis dml, if possible, more h<irrible, tlic mother is com* 
monly tlie executioner of her ow n ollkpring. Women of rank may have their 
slaves uiid attendants, who perform this ofllcc; but the far greater number 
execute it with Uieir own hands. 

7Ci. This compliance of the women must appear the more extraordinary, 
as they belong to castes who rear their females, and are brought up in families 
where tlieir own existence is evidence against this uanatural practice; but 
as tlicy arc betrothed at an early age, they imbibe the 8u|)er6tition of 
tbeir husbands, and some of them appeared even as advocates for this 
custom. 

77. They have been known to pride themselves, like the Jharejas, and to 
consider their murder as an act of duty; an act which these females, who are 
mild, modestj and affectionate, would, if married into any other caste, hold in 
detestation. 
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78. They appear to have several methods ofdestroyiDg the inrant, but tKO 
are prevalent. 

7^. Immediately after the birth of a female, they put into its mouth some 
opium, or draw the umbilical cord over its foce, which prevents its respiration. 
But Uie destrucliun of so tender and young a subject is not difficult, and it is 
effected without a stru^U, and probably without pain. 

80. The natural weakness and debility of the infant, when neglected and 
hti uncleaned some time, causes its death without the necessity of actual vio** 
lence; and sometimes it is laid on the ground, cron a plank, and left to expire. 

81. These accounts I leamt in conversation with Jharejas, and prefer 
them to the information of the translated memorandum. 

82. The in&nt,* after it is destroyed, is placed in a small .basket entirely 
naked, and in this state carried out and interred. In Kattywar, any of the 
female attendants of the family perform this office, but in Kutch it is done by 
the domestic Itajgor. 

83. The Itajgors who bury the infonts that perish receive a fee of one 
Koorec, which is a coin equivalent in value to one-third of a rupee, and 
a meal. 

84. In Kutch, the female Rajgors are the executioners of the infant instead 
of the mother, and this seems to ap]>roach nearer to the origin of the custom. 

83. The birth of a daqghter is considered by Hindoos of every descrip¬ 
tion as an inferior event, and tliey rarely make it the subject of congratula¬ 
tion or festivity, while the birth of a son is celebrated with every ostentation 
and hilarity. 

88. It is not, therefore, surprising that on the birth of a daughter, which 
they may have even preserved, and predetermined to bring up, a Jhareja family 
should discover no demonstration of joy; the event is allowed to pass over in 
silence, as if they were ashamed of it. 

87. Should any inquisitive person ask a Jhareja the result of the pregnancy 
of his wife, if it were a female, he w'ould answer nothing"; and iliis expres¬ 
sion, in the idiom of the country, is sufficiently signiheunt. 

88. The infant is invariably put to death immediately on its birth, and it 
would be considered a ciiicl and barbarous action to deprive it of Ule after it 
had been allowed to live a day or two. 

89. Although instances of this cool and deliberate murder may be very 
lurc, yet, from the examination of a Jhareja who was reported to me as having 
been guilty of tliis deed,* I have reason to believe they Bometimes occur. 

* The iosUnec stluiled to here vm s JlisrejA who wis reporteil to b&ve mardereil hU 
daughter after the bad beeo jircacrved for some days. Thii circa mitaact abo iUuatratea 
aootber anperatiuout rcremoDy of the llioddoa. 

K JUare>a of Rajkot waa aeeoaed of canatux. accordiuf to the cuttom of bii caate. hit infant 
daughter to be Heatroye<l. Tbia ««■ juat at the period when moat of the Chiefa had aubaeribed 
to an engagement for retwuodng the practice. 

Although tbia deed 4ru au)^>oacd to hare been coniBitted bcf(Kt the peaaltiea of the 
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90. The desilh of a daughter is generally viewed by a Jhareja an an 
infallible condequenee afler lU births and it id considered to be an event of 
siirh insigiiifica.ice that he is seldom apprised of it The occurrence excites 
neither surprise nor inquiry, and is never made a subject even of conversation. 
It is attended by no ceremony, and publicity is avoided. ^ 

cngaj»cincM eouUl be eiiforeed, I coneeived it necewvy to notice ihfi rimiDiitsDCC, ftnd to 
einbmre evi*ry occetioB of msrkiog with dinpjirobetkm sod horror the eommiitioa of tliie 
unnatural crime. • 

The circumetance. alio» waa related to mo ai attendeil with uucomnioB barbarity. It waa 
ftatc>d that Rorae time previont to the delircry of the Jhareja woman, the OUivf of lUjkot lied 
rauKcd it to bo inti mated to her that if she ahoubl be delivered of a dau|*Ltcr it aliunld he prr* 
acrvuil At the time of delivery the huabaod wm abroad, and hia wifc.^Uo liai>|>cncd t«> pvo 
inith to a daught^. followed the injuDCCiona of her Cliivf, ami* do dnulrt. her own inrUnntioii, 
liv MVing tho life of tbe infant. Two or three daya after thie event, the Iniabaml n'tomsU 
nnd n ith the moat brutal rage threatened Co kill hit wife, and immediately ordered Ilia ihoigUtt'r 
to ho Ji*iitro)*od. In tbia manner the circumstAnnt were related to mo, and tint 

('liicfof Ihgkot. who rctided in my camp, confirmed the fact of tlw. delivery, end the injuiic- 
tipnt wliieh he had Ittued for ]»reacrvitig tlw olTtiM^og. 

" The attemUhco of the Jhareja nne obtaindl; but at he affirmedi witli apitearnncita alto in 
hit fuvuiir. that tlic child had <liei1 a natural denth. we lye rq rontent otl, in a eate w here 
i'^Ri)>1vte evidence could not be procureil, to have rccourac Co Che expedient of deciding the 
^ncitiuQ hy lot. 

Tim extraordinary mode of atiiica] to Che divinity may be traced among mu«t nnCion^. niul 
it U Rtill iiractivcHl among the lUudooa. The afipi'al licing ad]»poacil to Ini niaile iu the jire- 
ai'jjeu (if the divinity. It ia attended by rrligious ritca and cercnioniea. and when it haptiei^a Co 
he a cave of imjiortanoc, notliing i« a[iercd Co give tlio trial a anlemu ap^Karaitrc. 

The particK RaaemUte. and jirorucd to a place of worship, arcotntmuied hy their ^lenda 
nnd llmbmina. After tlic hcccatary Poojax and ci*remuoiv» nrc over, chita or notoe nr^ iniulc 
out in the name of Che deity uato whom the a)i|>eal it made: one of them iDplorr.H that if 
siirli A one la innocent, the Dliunim note, or iinte dcclariug him iniioecut, may Joiue foiali; 
tile other tliat the Pa]> note, if be it gnilty, may eontc forth. 

Til CMC note* are throtvn into a cloth, or into a vcmcI ; and the poiticK, or thrat* ivfiom they 
miiv ap|M)iiit. drnw tlic tirkcU whicli arc to deride tlic conICAt. 

'iljc following ii uotber iuttaucc of recoune to the trial hy lot, in tiui dcriuon of a civil 
mte, but the dubioiia nature of which wat not derided thereby. Tlve object Mua to airertaiu 
whether some words in a will were original or forged. 

Tide CMC liad been referred to arbitnuion, hut the arbitraton were not able to aay whether 
the worila were the handwriting of the ileceaaed or not ; bowxwer, thvy detcrmincxl to put nix 
tickets before the gml, vis. three in favour of the complainant, aod three in favour of tlie 
dcfcadant, to know whetlicr the word a in queation were in tlic band writing of the dcccaw'd 
or not. The first time the ticket was in favour of the ilcfendaot, and two aubvetjocuc times 
iu favour of the complainaot. If the three tickets had been in favour of either party, he 
notdd bare had the caae decided in hia favour. 

Tlic follrming are traiialaiea of the notes which were uacd in the Inataacc of the Jhartgn \ 
it ia unAccesaary to add he waa acquitted 

No. 1.—Proaperity f Shm Runcboijee ii infallible f If Rajajee Kurcbmwalla killed hiv 
daughter, let the Pap fi) chit, or note declanng tbe sin he hai committed, come fortli. 

No. 2.—Prosperity! Shree Runchosjee ia infallible I If Ratjajve Kurclirni'a dauglittT luix 
died a natural death, let the Dburam'tfi}notc, or note <lcrUni»g him innorunt, cuioc fortli. 


(4) P^fi, Ml. nrvrl 

4A a 


(S) JMvnr, ifiisiQa, ttwMV. uwrriwr. 
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91. The Jharejaa spoke of it with the utmost levity^ and are perfectly 
iodifTorent with respect to tlie mode of putting their female offspring to death, 
provided the inhuman deed is performed. 

92. Jessajee of Jallia has liad three daughters: they were all put to death 
at the time of their birth. Jessajee attended the camp, ia a man of intellU 
geace, and served the detachment as a guide. The character and disposition 
of Jessajee both for humanity and propriety are ftvourable; but he has not 
the least compunction for the murder of these children, and considers Uie deed 
to be in every respect justifiable. 

93. The practice of Infantfcide appears to have been discontinued by the 
descendants of the^Jharejas who inhabit Sind, and who have become converts 
to the Mahomedan religion. 

94. I was told, however, of an exception, and that one of lliese converted 
tribes or families still fallows the custom of their ancestors. 

95. A few of the Jhareja tribes of Kutch have also discontinued Infanti¬ 
cide, or practise it but occasionally; but oiy information was not clear and 
])Ositive on this point 

96. The following Jhareja families in that country were mentioned to me 
us systematically refraining from Infanticide, and their names deserve to be 
recorded; viz. the families of Rulacli, Uottan. Sar Kubur, Kotcc, Ubra, Jarria, 
(lufTun, Murossec, Mukar^ Kaya, Uctreea, Mor, llao, Jessa, Dcssa, Danrar, 
Uettcra, Joreca, Adreea, Verak, Kuiicrdc, and Teem, are cnumeiuted as 
reaving llicir daughters. 

97. Some of thrse families arc of respectability in Kutch; but the far 
greater part of the inhabitants follow the practice without die leust remorse. 

9K. In the |>cniusula, although sonic individuals have occasionally preserved 
their daughters, it appears to have been the result of accidental circumstances 
and impressions, and not the cll^t of any stea<ly r<t»ulution or principle. 

99. The origin of Infanticide among the Jharojaa is not supposed to be 
more remote than five hundred year^. 

100. As no disgrace or stigma is attached to die omission of tills act, we 
mi gilt expect that natural affection would prevail over a barbarous custom; 
but Uiis is overpowered by the influence of habits and prejudices, strengthened 
by little selfish views of economy and of domestic ease. 

101. I endeavoured to ascertain the motives of the Jharejas who preserved 
their daughters; and by their owu confession, this act of liumauity did not 
proceed from parental feelings. 

102. It appeared to be inspired, not by motives of affection for the object, 
so much as by personal considerations, arising from the ideas of metempsy¬ 
chosis, which are so universally and rigidly observed by the Shravuk Banians 
who nro the followers of Jaina. 

103. These ]>eople consider it a sin to deprive any being or creature, how¬ 
ever mean or noxious, of life; and their doctrines arc said to have made an 
impiesi^ion on a few of the Jhareja^. 
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104. It would be an interesting inquiry to ascertain the number of females 
who perish annually from this detestable practice of Infimticide. This could 
only he efTecte J by a personal inspection, and a careful research amongst the 
Jhareja fomilies, which might determine their numbers, and obtain a tolerably 
correct estimate of these casualties. 

105. The result of my ioformarion was too general,^vague, and uncer¬ 

tain, to afford the data of an accurate calculation; but it may be still 
useful to state this information, as, although defective, it may convey some 
determinate notion of the extent of this offence against tlte first laws of 
human nature. ^ • 

* 10 (). 1 shall begin by stating an account which has^tlie appearance of 
exaggeration. According to a loose computation, the number of Jhareja 
families iuhabfling Kutch and Katlywar is estimated at 125,000, and tlie 
number of female infants yearly destroyed to amount to 20 , 000 . 

107. Doing desirous, however, of reducing this inquiry to a state of greater 
certainty, 1 endeavoured to procure a particular list of tlie Jharejos inliabiting 
these countries. 

108. I found it impracticable to obtain this information of Kutch ; but the 
following is an account of the names and the number of Jhareja families 
inhabitiag Ilallar and Muchoo Kontu, furnished by an intelligent Native, and 

well acquainted with tliat cxtraonlinury race^ 

• 

Lut of the Familict of t}us different Tril}a of Jharejos trAo itJiahii Ilallar and 

AtMchoo Kania, 


Jam Zadeh, or tlie descendants of the Jams. 40 

Ilurdol • • • ..... • 500 

Doongui*anee. 500 

Seesnngcca ......... • 1OU 

Kubeer ......*.. 100 

llewanee. .. 100 

Weebance .. 600 

Lakanee .. 100 

Moranee. 600 

Kunderya .. 100 

Ummar......*. 100 

Bharanee ..*.... 100 

Bbanance .. 50 

Amrun .. 600 

Dil .;. 600 

Halla . • .. 100 

Happa. 100 

Khumanee...... ..... •»• 4 .« 100 

Kana ........ •»• # • ■. •«• 200 

Rao. 400 
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• % 

liiilach ...... 100 

OU)cr castes .. 500 

Total.... 5,390 


109. It is supposed that the annual number of lofanticidea in the peniu- 
Aulu ofOuzerat amounts to 5,000. 

MO. The number of Jharejas in Kutch, on the authority of the Natives, is 
ton times ns many as those of Hollar and Muchoo Kanto, and Uiis would 
pvo IIS a |)opulation of 150,000 men; for all these calculations are exclusive 
of women and children, who^ must, from tlie nature of the casd, eitlier bo 
wives or boys. ^ 

111. As a number of Jharejas in that country have dUused Infanticide, 
without any formal renunciation, however, of the practice, the number of 
deaths may be estimated at 30,000. 

112. I shall, lastly, state tlic lowest estimate that 1 reccivcil of those 
miirclprs j and although its moderation may appear in favour of its truth, 1 am 
disposed to think this account as short of the number dc$Ux>yed us the 
prerufling is probably an cxq^mtion of this circumstance. 

113. These accounts, it is to be observed, do not pretend to rest on calcu¬ 
lation, but convey itie opinions of persons well informed of the state of the 
country. According to thi^ authority the number of Infanticides aniuiully in 
Ilallur nnd Muclioo Kanta are between 1,000 and 1,100, and in Kulch 
about 2,(KH). 

114. The disagreement of these estimates would pmbably defeat any 
attempt to reconcile tliem, but tlicy arc sutiicicnt to establish the enormity and 
magnitude of the crime. 

115. it has already )>ccn remarked that whenever n Jlmrcja saves his 
daui;btcr lie invariably exerts every means, soiuetimcs to tlic impovcrislintcnt 
of his family, to obtain a rcnpcrtable settleiiiont for her in life. It is, i>eiiiups, 
ibis strong desire that prevents the lower orders saving their daughters. 

IlG. The instances tliat were reported to me of Jharejas who saved their 
flaughtcrs were of families of rank in die country; but these instances of 
hunianity are few. 

117. I shall begin with stating the most remarkable instance, as it was the 
eft'ect of conscience, although u|)erating by a kind of double faculty. 

118. The Jhareja, Mokajee of Anuudgur, one of the lihyad of the Gondut 
Chief, renounced, after a short period, every matrimonial intercourse with his 
wife, from the apprehension of begetting a daughter. 

119. This self-restraint was persevered in for several years, and Mokojee 
during that period patiently resisted the scolEngs and persuasions of his caste 
and relations, without being in the least diverted from bis pur|>ose. 

120. The case became serious, and the family assembled to prevent the 
inisfortunei if possible, of Mokajee dying childless. 

l'l\. After every other ex|xKiiunr had failed of success, Koombajee, the 
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latft Cluef of Cfondul, in liis capacity of Teclal or head of tlic family, waa 
obliged to lay a solemn and public injuuedoD on Mokajec to preserve hia 
daughters. On roociving the order of his superior, Mokajee returned to hia 
wife, and had bom tu him, in succession, four daughters,circumstance which 
ox|>osed him ngtiin to the taunts of the Jbarejus, but which Mokajee appears 
to have supported witli philosophical indiflcrence. 

]'22, These daughters are sdll alive, and married to the present Chiefs of 
i>ningdra, Wiidwau, l-imree, and Wankaneer. 

Ill3. The motives that led Mokajee to pursue lUU conduct deserve to bo 
explained; but it is first iioccss^ to mentioif that he had bccomo u KuUcur 

Viiwt. • 

hi4. The Kubecr PuuU form a sect of Byr^ces, who follow the tenets of 
Kiibecr, a holy man, who lived about three hundred years ago. TJiey deny in 
general the authenticity of the Shosters and Vedns; and assert iimt Uod is one 
and indivisible, (wsscssing in himself every attribute, ascriU^d by the Kimloos 
to dinorcut deities. They deny llic Avatars or incarnations, and they pluco 
no confidence in iho rflicacy of the ceremonies of worship, and purification by 
wmliing in rivers; but put tlieir whole trust in tJie sincerity of devotion, and 
iu good works. 

Kuliccr himself was a Maliomedan by caste, nnd a weaver by profes* 
sion. IIis disciples may l>e either Maliumedans qt lliudoos. (In bis death, 
llie Mahfjuicdaus claimofra right to bury him, the Hindoos to bum him ; in 
consoquinicc of which they quarrcllc<l, and placed a sheet over the co ]>sc, 
which, when they withdrew, tlioy found llio upper part of his body j be 
luetumorphosed Into a Toolice plant, the favourite nympha of Krishna, th<^ lower 
]Kirt into llelian, an odorilerous herb of a green colour, the colour of tlie 
pro [diet Malumied. 

V2G. As a zealous jhareja, the boiiour and custom of Ins cU'^to rc(|idred 
that M(jknjoe should kill his daughters. As a Kul)eer Puiit, the principles of 
the scot rendcreil Infanticide unlawful and eriininul. 

127. in this situation, Mokajee could only avoid dii^raec or sin by that 
course of celibacy which he prescribed tor himself^ and ft'um which he was so 
happily relieved by tlie commands of his Chief. 

12 K. The Chief of Kursura is lire next instance of a Jhareja who has 
brought up his daugliter, and who is now married to Wujee Sing, the eldest 
son of the I'liakoor of Bliuwniiggur. It was neither natural affection nor 
uiiy conscientious sentiment that made the Chief of Kursura save his 
dansr liter. 

129. The whole merit of this act of humanity is due to an Arab Jemadar, 
who gave up to this sordid and mercenary Chief all the arrears of pay which 
he had earned in his service, and which amounted to a considembic sum, on 
condition that he would preserve his daughter. 

130. It is more pleasing to relate the third instance, as it appears to have 
proi'eeded from the iiaturul afTcctioiu of a |mrent. Dudajee, tlic broiller of 
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the present Cbicr of Rajkot, has preseired his daughter, and from his con« 
versation and manners I was fuily impressed that it was the effect of principle 
and duty. 

13]. A similar instance occurs in the example of Hootajee, the Chieftain of 
Kotara Sunganee, who has preserved all his female offspring. 

132. It is to be observed that the families of Rajkot and Kotara are both 
in impoverished circumstances, and the principle that has led them to save 
their daugliters is the more unquestionable and meritorious, as they have 
voluntarily burtheued themselves with the great expense of providing for them. 

133. Hootajee is a profe^d robber, with whom sentiment and feeling 
might be 6uppose4 to be strangers. The profession which he followed did 
not prevent my conversing with HooUjee, nor bolding a pretty frequent in¬ 
tercourse with him. 

134. This man, wiUi the aspect and manners of a barbarian, possessed all 
the feelings of natural affection, which led him to cherish his daughters, in 
opposition tu ilic usage and prejudices of his tribe. The daughters of Hoota¬ 
jee arc between six and eight years of age, and he brought them both to my 
camp, where they were vaccinated. 

135. 1 observed their father caressing them with pleasure, and exulting in 

them witli true parental satisfaction, and their persons and manners were very 
interesting. , 

136. It deserves remark, as exhibiting a strong feature in the cliaracter of 
the Jlmrojns, und of their feeling witli rcs(»ect to tlieir daughters, that tliese 
girls wore turbans, and were dressed and liahilcd like boys. 

137. As if afraid or ashamed of acknowleilgiiig tlieir sex, they assured me 
that they were not girls, and, witli in&ntinc simplicity, appealed to their father 
if it were not the case. 

138. The last instance which I shall mention of a Jhareja saving his 
daughter is tlie Chief of M allin, and I believe this comprises the whole number 
of existing cases tliat came to uiy knowledge. 

139. The wife of this Tliakoor prevailed on liim to rear his daughter ; but 
notwithstanding this, he was one of the last who subscribed to the instrument 
for abolishing tlie practice of Infanticide. 

140. My reports for the settlement of the revenue of this country have 
occasionally exhibited a solitary instauce, wherein the Jharejas have saved as 
well as destroyed tlicir daughters; but my intercourse with the Jharejas 
brought me acquainted with several who had caused three or four of tlieir 
female offspring to be put to death; and they spoke of the circunnstance with 
the indifference incident to the most ordinary transaction. 

141. The Jharejas carefully select tlieir wives from the most respectable 
Rajpoot families; and although they give a general preference to the Jhalas, 
they may marry apparently into any of the numerous Rajpoot tribes. 

142. The Jharejas marry tlie daughters of the Jhaia, Waghela, Gohel,Choo- 
rasama, Pirmar, Surweya, Soda, Jetwa, ^Valb^ and Wadul tribes; they give in 
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marriage £uch Intimate daaahters as they preserve to any of these castes, but 
invariably endeavour to aHiance tliem to the liighest rank or tribe in tlieir 
power.* 

143. Illegitimate daughters are not given in marriage to Raj|>oot8, but are 
bestowed on Musulmaos, or on Hindoos of an inferior castCi under tlie best 
circumstances they cun select. 

144. I was told that the JUarejas, from the difficulty oY procuring wives, 
were in the habit of marrying bastards and slaves; but 1 was satisfied that 
tills was an untruth. 

145. On asking Jessajeetf this were everHhe case, he appeared to feel 
great indignation, and to think that it was intended to insult him; but, on 
explaining the motive of the inquiry, Jessajee acknowledgecf tlmt the Tbakuor 
of Banwur, under the hope of supporting himself through the great influence 

* Tlic following mcBionuulnm fmre so of the Jemsiisr of Kutch Bbooj, who holds 
the* ]mcnt power of that prineipality. wilt illuatrste thii paragraph i— 

It liaa beeo a vulgar report that the Sudcc, Softdeai or Sowtla raatc. ciieouraae tt»e prartiec 
of Infanticulc atnone the Jbarfjaa, aa tliclr rirbca rooHiet in tlicir dauahtcra, which the preaer* 
vatioii of tlic Jhtnja fcmaltw wmihl obstruct. Tlio crideiiec of Kooliccrjeo il luffiricnt to 
prove that thoHO vvocpcn only follow the practice to common with uthcru. when united ton 
Jhan'ja; but it may also be glMcrreil that tlie above rvaaon coulii novTr operate, m the 
Jharvjaii or any lUjpouU never marry a woman hcarintt the wmt family name. 

KouhciTjee Mclita, agent of Katteh Mahomcil, iletcribc* Itao Uaidhun. the Raja of Kutoh, 
to have bad lix wivea: ttircc are dead; the threo that remain are—a JliaU, a Soilee, ai'd a 
Wa^fliela. 

Tlicrv ii no dirtinrtion whatever in the cuBtoms of these citftea; the la<lic«» from whnHwer 
eantc. dcatniy their children wlieo married to Jliarcju, ami not when luarriccl to any otIdT. 

The Sodee would seem to tw the same peoiiW a* are mcutiimcil by Arrian, atid riuoteii liy 
Major Kennel; they arc also qiiotetl in V*u|. II. of the Aycen Ahbcrcc. umler the Sirkar of 
1'alta, liy the dsidc of Suwra»a&d in the following extract from the Kbolawc Tti'A'kh, under 
the Sooliha of Sind 

*' On the south, from Uch to Guxeimt, arc saodiiilU. inhabited by a tribe called Uulhec, tho 
revidence of whose Chief is Jeysulmecr. 

** From lUiiker to Nuseeqioor and Amerkotc, the country is iuhabitctl by the Soda, Jharcji, 
and otlier Rajpoot Tribes.'* 

Whether the Soda arc the Sogdee raentioued by the historiani of Alexauder, must be a.** 
rertuined where the tourcei of information arc more abundant; but there arc many rcasoos fur 
believing that the tribes who opposed that ranr|ueror are still existing, and that their manners 
and institutions are little altered from those of their onecslxirs. A comparison in this respect 
would be curious, and might be easily mmle, by referriug to the original writers, who have 
relate<1, although with esaggeratioo, the exploits of this bora The tribes, however, who 
opiKiMKl Alexander, will not be found exactly tu the tame mtuatkma that they occupied at that 
(wriod. They have progressively advaueed into India, while tlicir former places have been 
supplied by natfoos equal lipg them in nideaeas anil Imtbarity, hut aurpaising thorn in courage 
and ferocity. The Kattee, the Jbala, the dbaieja, the Sodee, and other tribes, have aiicm* 
sivciy crossed the Indus, and obtained more sonthem establish menu; but it appears probable 
that they were oblige«l to seek for their new selticracnu from necessity, and not choice: the 
more warlike iribei of Amlda. Pernit, Partliia, and Scythia, expelled tbom from their own 
cuuutry, aud forced them iuto India. 
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which Meroo Khawas possessed at Nowaong^r, was affianced to his 
daughter; but tlic contract was not completed, and the lliakoor never ad¬ 
mitted the woman into his house. Even tlie poorest and lowest Jhareja fveU 
the utmost solicitude not to taint his blood by an improper alliance. 

146. It does not appear that the number of their wives is limited by 
any rule. 

147. Tlie prance of concubinage is common among the Jharojns, and 
in forming these connections they are under little or no restraint witli 
respect to caste. 

148. It will be observed* that the settlement of their daughters bom of 
Ilakhelees or mis^^ses is attended with little expense or publicity; and the 
motives, therefore, which lead the Jharejas to destroy their legitimate daugh¬ 
ters do not in the former cose exist with equal force. 

14U. Hao Luk[mt, the grandfather of the present Sovereign of Kutch, had 
a daughter by a Uakheleei whom he preserved, and afterwards marrird to 
Damajce (Jackwar. The name of tliis lady, who has since returned to Dhooj, 
where she resides, is Mata Btiee; but from her alliance with Damajrc she is 
commonly styled Daee MuharaJ. 

160. It may be obsened, however, that this marriage among tin* MuruUiua 
is reckoned of an inferior kind, called Khanda Lu^un,* or a marriage cetc- 
biatcd by the proxy of, a sword; and the children would be considered 
illegitimate, or incapable of iuheriting the Oackwat (ladce. 

It)!. Political reasons inducinl Hao Lukput to form this connection with 
Duuiujec. The country of Kutch wus at that period Uircatencd with nn inva¬ 
sion from Sind, and tUclluo was desirous of proUx'tiiig himself by the powerful 
alliance of Damujee. 

152. The marriage was celchmted at Puttun with great pon>j> and expense. 
Damujee survived this transaction but two years, and at his dejitli his widow 
rctnmed to her relations. 

153. This lady derives her support from her own family, and lives ou the 
produce of a Jageer from the Ituju of Kutch. 

154. The uncle of*Rao Lukput hud a daughter by a Rakhclee of the 
Khomarin caste, who was famous forber beauty. The daughter was uffiuuced 
to the King of Sind, a Mahomodan. 

155. The ])rcseut Chief of Kutch has Ilkcwi?>e a daughbT by a nakhclce, 
who was betrothed to a sou of the Joonogur Nuwab, but FuUcIi Mahomed 
prevented the celebratiou of die marriage, and it is now considered to l)C 
dissolved. 

156. These instances may be sufficient to show tlic treatment by the 
Jharejas of their illegitimate offspring, and they appear to spare them rather 
from a contemptuous opinion of dieir iRferionty than from humanity. These 
cluldreu ara not considered to belong to the caste, and their future situatioi) 


* ATasda, **• sviaiur**; Lnjfipt, **cocDvctioD.” 
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in life is of littk coosequMice; bat the pride end pnyadice* of t Jbareje m&ke 
him» occaiioQftUyi also destroy hU spurious ofipiiz)^. 

157. It is .'emarkable tiiet it is the practice of these Bskhdees, or mis¬ 
tresses, to perform Suttee with deceased Jharejts, which is nrely done 
by their wives. 

153. When Rao Laka, the grandfether ot Bao Raidhuo, the present*^ Chief 
of Kutch, died, fifteen Bakhelecs burnt at his funeral ^ile. Two of these 
women were Mahomedana of the country, and aaoUier a Siddeen; the rest 
were Hindoos of different castes; but not one of Rao Lska*s wiv^ sacrificed 
herself on this occasion. • 

159. Tills deviation from tHe general Hindoo practice is merely tlie effect 
of another habit or custom, as there is no law againsta Jhar^a wife burning with 
her husband, and they sometimes voluntarily devote themselves to the flames. 

160. Tliis ceremony, however, is less expected from the wife tluui tlie 
Rakhelee; and these unfortunate females conceive it a point of honour to 
consume Uieraselves with their lords, often being inspir^ widi a dreadful 
emulation to become the first viedm. 

161. It may be necessary to correct an opinion which many Europeans 
have entertained, that these sacrifices are compulsory. 

162. The Jharejas' wives and Rakhelees are at liberty to follow this 

custom, or to abstain from it, and neither disgrace nor opprobrium is attached 
to those who may choose io survive. * 

1G3. It may be mentioned as another extraordinary deviation from the 
general custom of Hindoos, that in the district of Hulwud the wives the 
lowest castes invariably burn with their husbands, and this may be die )eason 
that the Jhareja women excuse themselves; and is it is only people of rank 
who keep llakhelees, instances of this nature are not frequent 

164. The influence of example and communicadon are capable of pro¬ 
curing converts to the most criminal and flagitious courses. 

165. The Jetwa Itajpoots, who rule over the divbioo of Burrada, known 
at present under the name of Poorbunder, have been accused of adopting the 
barbarous practice of the Jharejas id destroying their daughters. 

166. The Jetwas may have thought it no disgrace to follow a custom 
cherished by their conquerors; and having lost the greater part of their 
possessions, they may have been desirous, like the Jharejas, of relieving them¬ 
selves ftom the burden of portioning their daughters. 

167. The Jetwas, however, do not pretend to deny the sin of lofauticiJe, 
and avoid an open avowal of the practice. 

168. They observe a silence on the subject, and the deed is peribrpied in 
secrecy; but the ringular fact that the Rsuias of Poorbunder have had no 
grown up dau^ters for more than a hundred years would be sufficient evi¬ 
dence against them. 

169. The Ministers of the Rana did not deny the circumstance to me 

* A. D. 1806. 
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when I communicated the information I had rec^ved reapeciiog this practice 
of the Jetwaa; and their Cbicfa executed the eame inetrumeut aa the Jharejaa 
did for renouncing the custom^an unequirocal proof that it eziated. 

170. The doctrines of the Hindoo religion hare been singularly careful to 
protect the female sex and infanta from riolencei and it is unlawful to put a 
woman to death for aoy offence whaterer. 

171. In support ofthis opinion, they quote the following Sloke* or verae:— 

Shut gao rudb^t reepra; 

Shut reepra rudbct atreeya; 

Shut atreeya rudhlft bala; 

Shut bal^ Tudhct mroosha.*’ 

^*To kill one Brahmin is equal to one hundred cows; 

To kill one woman is equal to one hundred Brahmins; 

To kill one child is equal to one hundred women; 

To kill one hundred children is an offence too heinous for comparison.’’ 

The crime, therefore, of killing a woman, is considered aa great a sin as 
killing a hundred Brahmins; and the ain of killing a young child of either sez 
ia equal to killing a hundred women. 

173. As the Jharejas, and many other tribes now calling themselrea 
Hindoos, are but rery imperfectly instructed in the doctrines of their faith, and 
entertain many opinions in apposition to its tenets, {imagined at first that the 
Jharejas might possess precepts favouring Infanticide. 

173. Although my inquiries into the religion of the Jharejas did not sup* 
port this conjecture, it may not be superfluous to notice some of their religious 
opinions and practices. • 

174. The Jharejaa are comprehended withiu the Uindee f name and pale, 

* Tbii Slolcs, I infonned, w cztnetsd hotn the Dbonat Svbutim. The trtniUtion in 
the text it not litenll/ correct: iotead of nyiag to kiU om hundred children it an offence too 
heiaoui for compariioD, the tnoibtioa thonld appear aa aaneied. The order of comparuon 
n alto invarted in the text, and ia here correoted 

Shut Oao Vudb^ Veepra $ | wW WT^ WT I hill 100 cowa b equal to 

killing a Bnhmui; 

Shut Veepra Vudh^ Streeya; i Wff ftvt WW vsptwt I To kill 100 Brthnms it 

eqaal to killing a woman; 

Shut Streeya Vndh^ Bab i | WW T^W WTWII To loll 100 women b equal 

to kming a child; 

Shut Bab Vudb^ Mrooaha. 1 1 ehildren U equal 

to ielhog an untruth. 

t Seteral opioiona have been adraneed reepectiag the etymology of the word Hind, or 
Hiadetr tboaa Enghah gentbmea who poaarm the greatect knowlodfe of the Sanakht have 
yet dieeorared no authority for it in this wiginai language. (Vide Su W. Joaee’i opinion, 
Aabdc Reaearehea, Vol. III. page 4S.) 

Neither b it, aa I hare been aaaured by an intclligeat Tatae, known among the Jaina \ and 
no Brahmin with whom I hare e on ee i a e d hu been abb to trace it m hia natire dialect 

It b not known ia the Uabharea and Tiail, mtfaer aa the name of a country or pcopb ; 
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but we are ignorant of the origin of the term Hindee, which U not of ui 
ancient date; and it is in many instances so loosely^ irregularly, and indiscri- 
minately applied^ as to embrace religions {wofessing tenets in direct opposition 
to the Brahininictl system. 

176. The Shraruk* Banians, for instance, deny the existence of the 

tb«e Ungu«aM bare bad lem iotermixtore of foveifn word* than mo^ other lodiaa dialeeti, 
and they are oripoil. 

Hie word therefore, woold leeiB to hare a foreiao root, and the foltowiof has been 
Itfoduced to me by Bapoo Mehta, a ?eiy iotelligeat Nagy Brabuio, well acquainted with the 
Penian, which would eeem to be tolmUy well cupporten. 

la the Seeundcr Nameh, eonpowd by Nixaaee, wbo doorUbed ahq^t the lixth ecutury, 
occurt tbe following verse 

Be lliadoottaa peeree ox khnr fitad. Pedr moordub*^»ra buchecn gio lad. 

An old man fell from hu axe in niodooatan, bnt a calf wm bom to hia orphan in Cliina. 

Tbo Scenoder Kameb abounds with verses of like roeondite meaning; and it bax accordiugly 
produced a Shereh or conmentuy from a learned man, named 8yud 6eefood«deva, who, in 
explaining the above, says Hiad originally means dark'* or ** black," whkh colour ia that of 
thr pUnet Saturn, under which pUoet'e inAneneo Hind is reckoned. Bapoo Mehta quotes 
the above from memory. 

Id siip|iort of Hind being tyqonymout with Saturn, anddiUck, he produces two exUactx 
from books of xnthority, which arc here inserted 

Etiroct from the dTsdor^ooI^^arrl.—*' Iliod (pronounced with a Keera). The climat * is 
known; one boundary is China, and the other Sind. According to tbe IbrabimeCi Cxbool (oex 
not belong to Uind, bnt I have beard that it does. This they say is a city on the houDitxriue 
of Khoraean, which is beyond Caliool, and one of the cities ot Badakaahaa* Uiud is iu that 
climate which is tulj|eet to the iuSoence of the planet Saturn." 

Eztrect from the Ku»kf^ooi^Logket.^**Zohoi. A planet well known, posseaxiu;^ two places 
in the Zodiac,^Cxpricomus and Aquirina. Its place is in tbo Seventh Ileavefi. Its colour 
is bUek, and its temperament eold and dry. The climate of Hind is subordinate to this 
planet." 

In each of these works, also, in explana^on of the pbrmse (Poena Ilind), the 

commentator traosUtes Peeret ** a star," and Hiad, '* Siturn"; but whi^, wen it not for tbo 
aid of these works, might be translated ** an old Uindoo," or " an old man of Hind." 

Bence it would seem that tbe word !lmdoo$itat has come into current nsc in this country 
from the influx of Habomedaas, and means " the country subject to the planet Saturn," and 
not ** the country of tbe Hindoos." 

Tbe same as KkoriMUM, now Kkortuam, the eonntry of the sun"; TarkittoM, or "the 
country subject to the inilucacc of Man" \ Tark and MariJek (" Man") bung nearly 
synonymous. 

* Peopls of the Jain or Bhravaka pennaiion an very numerona in Ouierat. 

Tbe Juttees, or YaCeex, an priems, or more properly ascetics •, for they perform nonligioiis 
rite, bnt it ia tlieir duty to expound and read to tbe Shrtvakas the aeriptures, or SbaxtraSi of 
the Jain system. 

The Yatces are people devoted to nligion from their iafenqr. They ere either the childrrn 
ef people (principally Beniant or koolumbees) wbo devote then to this duty, or they are. 
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Triinartij the divinity of the Avattn, and the authority of Vedas. They 
have no Brahmins, and worship different gods ,* hot they are nevertheless 
comprised under the genera! denomination of Hindoos. 

176. The Jharejas, and the Kattees especially^ have also a very doubtfid 

ehilftm of Onbrnini, BtoUos, or EoolnDbee*, porcbssed whilo yotmabv the Yiteet, and 
fducated by them. 

It U frequent for Binitna (WaaiMl who hare no ^ildrea to promiaa their Srstboni to (heir 
8bree Pooj, to procure the Meiaing of fecundity in their family. 

Tliey aerre their noviciate with their Qootoo, or preceptor, and perform for him many 
domeatic offices, and after a proper period, nhen they here arrired at a luffideot age, end 
made progreta in their stndiea, they are then admitted as Tatoea. 

The ceremony on liiia occasion ia umple. The noviciate it esnied out of the town with 
auiie and rrioiring, in proceauon, followed by a crowd of Shravakai, who aatembk on tba 
oeeaaioni lie ii taken beneath any tree the juiee of whieb is milky, but generally the Indian 
fig (or Banian tree); a drclc is formed by the Yatcoa, and all others are excluded. The hair or 
lock of the ntrridate is pulled cot by the root at Are pnlls ; camplKw, musk, aandal, soUtoii, 
and sugar are applied to the place. lie is then yUotd before bis Gwoo. stripped of bis 
clothes, and his hands joined. A Muntra is pronounced in his ear by his Goorwt. lie is 
Invoiced then with the clothes peenliar to Ystdes,^« doth of three edbiU for hii loins; one of 
five cubits for his bead ; a cAmoIine or country btaalet to cover him ; a IViponi or water* 
poti a piste for his vietuals, and a cloth Co tie them up is; a long stick to gnan! btmielf from 
injury, but hoi to Injure others $ and, lastly, that Indiipenaahle Ihitrument, a Rajoohurum, or 
broom made of cotton thread, to sweep tbe ground, to prevent him from destroying any insert. 

That nlgbt is passed at a strati^ place, tod the next dsy be returns to bis preceptor’s, tbo 
initiation being completed. 

A Yatee it equMent to s Sunyasee among tbe Itiodoos, but they deny tbe term. The 
Tatecs rerite a vena which eapraascc their itate,^*' That person who keeps his fire senses 
under irstraint is a Yatee/* 

Tbe duty of a Yatee it to mail and rspound their books to the fihravskas, some of whom 
daily attend. At morning and eveniog twilight the 8andehya (a) is perfurmeil with the face 
(uracd toward the cast, during which no light ia admitted. 

A true Yateo should live by charity; their daily consumption of victuals is procured ready 
fireased Aoln tbe bouses of Shravskas, Brahmins, or Koolumbees. A Yatee may purdiase 
victuals* ready dressed from tlic bazar, but must not drum them himself \ the fragments arfi 
throwU to animals. 

A Yatee never eats or drinks vrhen the sun is below the horison. 

The feud of a Yatee consists of all kinds of grain, vegcUbles, and frmt, produced above the 
cartli, but no roots, such st yams, onions, &e.; milk and ghee are permitted i but butter mid 
honey arc prohibited; notbingtbat contains animal life ever composes part of the food of a Jain. 

Borne strict Yatccs drink no water but what is boiled, lest th^ shouhl inadvertently destroy 
any mscct, it being leu criminal to kill them thus than by destroying them in their own ito- 
sachs 'f and otheia vrill only drink that which is received ^m the house of a Sbravaka. 

A Yatee having renounced the world, and all civil duties, he coDsequeotlj can have no fkmiij, 
nor docs he petform sny office of mourning or rejoiciiig^he renounces all gratifications of sense. 

The object of tbe wonbip of the Jains is the Supreme Being, iocompi^ensible, omniscient, 
mul omnipresent, whom they call Arbuag Punsatma. 

They have tweuty^four Aryhuntas or Ocoroos. who have appeared on earth. Tkeae were 

(«) 8mn4fkff€ lltmllr msm ** JsartlM,** saS ite cmmsIm ttwiaBcOsa IW aifh vHhnitBcnlsc, 

iM Ssy *Wi ms slglM, (be tomoao vlib (b» tlWi sm a er nwMlM, sm Am SslM Sr Wr MisUm. Ww pnfCN 
prgsoonesd Sy tS« ^stos m tM Ibt fiws raMsa <alM by ibt wsw sans, Sal 4 q ael ms As ism emswar. 
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claim to this title. It i« to be obserrcd that both tbete people came from 
beyond the lodua, and deri?e their descent from m conutry where it baa always 
been supposed! genuine Uindoo could not exist. The sun is the real object 
of their worship, and it is not, perhaps, too eztiWTagant to conclude that they 

pro|>beU or holy men, Hbo bj ttndy ind tbftnctioD at length reached Uoht» or reunited 
themielTei with the dimity. The namei of theee Arykuotaa, ae xrlttea donn fri»n the 


proaunesttion of a Juttee, are,— 

1. Rishub Dev. 

13, VemuUa Dev. 

9, 

Ajita Dev. 

14, Anuata Dev. 


Sumbhava Dev. 

ICg DhurmaDev. 

d, 

AbbiBunclban Dev. 

16, Ssnthee Dev. 

5. 

Sumoti Dev. 

17, Kunthec Def. 

6, 

Pudmaiirabhu Dev. 

18, Afha Dev. 

7$ 

Suparso Dev. 

19, Mulli Dev. 

6, 

Cbundraprebliu Dev. 

SO, Muniauvrata Dev. 

9, 

Subadiil Dev. 

SI, Nomi Dev. 

!0, 

SetuI Dev. 

S9, Netni Dev. 

11. 

Shriuogao Dev. 

S3, Paraa Dev. 

19, 

Vaapuja Dev. 

24, Vimlaxnan Dev. 


With Ihe oxeepiion of the Bioth, theee arc the mdo nance ae tboee neatiuMd by Major 
HecheDsic in Vol. IX. of tlie Asiatic KesearcUce. 

Tlicec are the tirenty^fonr imagee which arc represented in the Jain teaplcs. Tliey are also 
cslled Tirthuncsn. 

Tlic founder of the Jain faitfi was Riibaba Dev, or Rikuo Dev. The Ystee who gave nc 
the principal outline of this mcmcjrasdum referred to a book, from which be said, that wlion 
the Suo, Mercury, and Jupiter were iu conjunction in Lthrs, Venus in Scorjrip, Mars and 
Saturn in A<foriu$, and the Moon in Caaerr, Risbub Dev was bom. 

Kishub Der was tbe author, also, of the books of the Jain Fvtli, which he promulgated 
in eighty •four divisions verbally. lie was followed by the others of the Ary bunts, biU when 
Dcu degenerated, and became exposed to death and mortality, they were reduced to writing. 
About a thousand years since they were abridged to forty•Sve, to accommodate tlicm to tbe 
degenerated comprebeodon of tbe human mind. 

A catalogue of these fbrty^five books follows this note; besides these they have many works, 
on a variety of snb}ecta, and some of very andent date. 

That were orifpnally eighty-four raatea of Jaius (wliich are called Quteha) both among the 
Shravakas and the Juttees, but of these many have become eitiuct; the Lounka Guteka, 
both Jotteci and Shravakas, differ conaideribly from tbe other sects. 

They are more careful of animal life; they WDnbfp the Suiwemc Being alone, and wholly 
rqect the agency of DevtM and tbe Arybuntasj tb^ despise the woribip of tbe Aryhuntss in 
tlie Jain temples, tad ask bow an image an gnuii a petitioa. 

The high priest of the Sbruvakas and Juttees is called Shra Poo}. 

The Shree Pooj of the l,o\mka Qutdia, or tnbe,is at Daioda i this is his pnndpal stetton, but 
their duty is to take a circuit amrag their dependants every year: the high prieets of the other 
sects arc diewhere. The Lounka Gutdia ^l four stations (of which one no longer exists), 
at which their Hlveraa were stationed i via. JMhi, AjuKre, and Jalour. These Thiveraa are 
deputies or legates, who art entrusted with a genera) superintendeoee over the morals 
of the Ysteea. ^ 

The Shree Poo) is chosen by adoption, generally from among tbe Waniu isi tbe Veemvotavar 
caste, the most rtspcctabic. Whra tbe Shrtc Pooj is on the point of death the Checls is 
placed on tbe Oadee, hii lock of hair plucked out, and tbe Muatra panieularly appropriated 
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originally followed the religion of the ancient Persians, nor that these relt- 
gioDS might have been formerly connected. 

177. The religion of the Jharejas is far from being strict, either in its precepts 
or practice; the sun and the Matha Assapooree are the objects of their worship. 

for this ttetion ii whitpatd in bis car» end the sweinbljr of Ysteet sre denred to ob^ their 
future Chief. 

About s hundred yeen sgo, this sect gnee birth to • neir description of Tstces, who esiry 
mortiflettion to i greet eitreme. 

It happened that a Yatee of the Lounka QuCeha disputed the mandate of the 8bree Pooj* 
and wu expelled from his caste; he threstened reagpance, and that he would withdraw the 
reneration heretofore ||tid to the Sbree Pooj to himself. 

ne aceordiogly withdrew, and by extrema mortiftcation and penance gamed many disciples* 
and founded the sect of Dboondsas, which is cxeluaive of the eigbty«four castes. 

The Dboondia wears only such clothes as are given to him, and only cats such victuals as 
are voluntarily offered by the Shravakas ; he can have no proper^; be never stirs out in the 
run, for fear of killing some animal, uul never sits down without first brusliing the ground; 
tome sweqt the groand as they walk, and cover their mouths as they speak; they never wash 
their clothes, jwrfonn any sblutions, or cleanse any |art of their persons. The Dlioondias 
reject ell but tan of the Jain books. 

A Shravaka ie a layman of the Jein religion, and of course he has every necessary inter* 
courso with the world, and conforms to its customs. Bfarriege Is considered as e civil act; 
and on that aceonnt it is p er for med by Brahmins hired for the oecation. These Brahmins are 
of the Shrimala tribe. . 

Tlie Shravakas also perform Shraad and other ceremonies; iheir domestic worship or Pooja 
is performed at home, either by themselTce or by Koolunbecs engaged to perform that duty, 
or pereonelly in their temples. 

This shotild be performed daily; the Shravaka should first bathe himself, then bathe the idol 
of the particular Aiyhunta to which he may offer his devolioos. He mixes esmpbor, sandal, 
and saffron, with which he marks the idol to nine places \ the mixture is left for the iubiet|ueat 
votaries. These ceremonies sre not (lerfonned by the Ystecs, and they art wholly rcjcctod 
both by Shravakas and Yateee of the Lounke Outeba. 

The Jains clasa the religions of the world in six divisions, vis.-^ 

1, Sews Uutti. 4, Nyaek Ifotti. 

2, Budb MuttL 5, Memungsiks Mutti. 

3, Ted Mutti. 6, Jain Mutti. 

Any of these castes except the fifth may become Yateee. The Memuugsika includes Chris¬ 
tians, Hshomedani, and every other religion except that above denominated. 

Although any of the above castes may become converts, yet they do not choose their disciples 
or Cheeles from the military class ;~this is at least the case with the Louuka Gutcha. 

The Jain temples ere numeroua in Guserat In their extcmal structure they differ nothiog 
from the usoal arebitceture of the country, in religious buildings. The images of the twenty- 
four Arybuntea are pbieed in the inside; the image* are of different aises, in regular gradation 
to the exterior idol. Tbe Yeteee end Shravakas have no objection to any persoo entering these 
temples and handling tbe idols, and they are far from beiog averse to free communication on 
erery article of their frith. 

Tbe most remarkable eireumttanee of the Jain temple* if a tubtenaoean ajiartmcftt; this is 
called a Bboiree (cavern), eorrespondiag with tbe one above, and furnished with eiauUr idols, 
aituated directly underneath. Tbe cause of this I could not ascertain. Tbe freedom with 
which they permit strangers to descend is a proof that this apartment could not have been 



THE PROriECE OP GDZERAT. 


345 


178. Her tenets nre reported to hold forth that it ts not improper to eat 
with peoj^e of a different faith. In Hallar the Jbarejas observe some scruples 
on this point, but ir. Kutch and Waghur scarcely any distinction is observed. 

179. The Jhareju worship tbe Devee or the Goddess of Nature, under the 

iDteadnl u s Msetusry to «iisUe the Shnrsksi to fnctUe their teligiotit worship daring s 

period o( poreeeutioD. « 

Another ctubUthoent peenUtr to the ShrtfnkM it the Pmjereq>oU or hofpitnli for •iuiba]i 
npd reptila. however vik: there ere mnny of theee in Guseret. The nnine ugaiAee na 
encloem of protection. There U eleo Rsother entnonlinery eiUbUibneDt> ctUed n Jevkotecn 
Thie ii n dome, with n doorli^ esoui^h tt the top for • gun to creep b. In there re|»otito« 
rtci wecrili, tnd other Iniecti thnt the«8bmTiku nay find in their grain, are provided with 
food by their charity, and eiCnordbary protection to every thug contaiobg life. 

Among the Jaina, of Guaerat at Icaet, there ia not the Iraet apiwaranco of any dietiflction of 
claeaee, litniUr to thoee among the Ilbdooa. The idea of Garrying trma ia contrary to their 
priociplea and faith, the great object of which ia tbe proiervatioo of life. 

It vrould appear that any of the Ubdoo iceta may become proeelytee to tbe Jab faiib; 
but by tliii they forfeit every claim to the character of Hindoo. 

I have been aaaured by a learned Drabmin that were any Ikahmb to go to a Jain temple 
to worahip, that he would loee hie eaatc, and oihert would nut eat or drink in hia company. 
In Bengal, I underatand, from tbe prevalence of tbe Jab ayatem, many Brahmina obaerve 
the exterior rilea of their caste, and conform to tbe Jun ))c»uaaton i but theae must be 
considered as interested temporisera; the abuse being eonniveil at by the prevalence of 
the |>racticc, and tbe necessity of cultivating tbe good gracea of tbeir patrons, who may be 
Jaiui. These men, however, wopld be considered by the BrAmins of Poona and the Deocan 
as oittcaatee; and to them they would not return tbe mlute of tbe Numuskar. 

These lentimenta do not prevent tbe Sbrimala Brahminsfrom performing the marria^^ 
ritoc and the ceremoniee of ShnwJ for the Slirmvakas who employ them i this is permitted 
as a lawful employment by tbe Drafamioa, and it baa no eonncctiou with the Jab religiun. 
Tbe Yatees and Shravakaa conaidcr marriage and Shraad as civU ritei, which Ikive nothing to 
do with the tenets of their faith. These remarks are only to be considered as appPcablc to 
Guaerat; tbe conformity with Jain prbctplet may be more marked in other plaeea. 

The Jains hsvc fortj-dve ariginal books, which they owe to their founder, Risnub Dev; 
tb^* are written in the Magadha Baaba or dialect, and Balbodb character 

1. Aileiomps.—Contama 2,OOOGruntbs (GrvnlA ^'abook,*' ''a compilation''); on the 

conduct and actions of a JuUce b pcinta of religiou, Sec. 

2. Soopompo.—CoDtaba 2»1U0 Gruntbti a dissertation on tbe human body, andita 

appearance. 

3. TeAmpa.—Contaba 3,700 Granths; physiology. 

4. SiHMMyomipc.—Contaba 16,067 Qninthi; a history of the Devtu, tbeir dimen- 

ibna. See. 

5. DKpvartee.-'Coataina 157,602 Qnintha; b praise of God, form of prayers, worihip, 

religion, Ac. 

Ci, Gpna/oh Dumou Jfnflaipa.^^ontabs 600 Orustba; history of celebrated Rajas. 

7. Oopa Sapdampo.—Contains ^13 Grunths; history of ten celebrated Shravuks. 

9. Ante^hkr Dempe.—Contaba 690 Grunths; abowing bow tbe above ten aabti reached 

the kingdom of heaven. 

9. Anontnn Ka Tee.—<7oatmos 11,200 Granths; history of inferior deities of heaven. 

10. ProosAna PpahidTrs.^Cootnbs 1,260 Granthi} a commentary ca religious dntj. 

11. VerpaoA Soori»r,«*Contaba 1,290 Oninths; the doctrine of crimes and punisli* 

menk. 
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appeHalioo of who, accordiiif to their l^ndiry accounU, oaTod and 

tmrished their oommoo ancestor, one of the four Jadows who were eared 
from the aairereal destractioD that befell their race. 

180. Whea the Goddeee Hiaglaz Bhowaaee beetowed on tiie Jharqai the 


12. WuMit 5oofir.^ontaini 1,160 Gnwth»l e diiqiuntioB oa the }Mk and geaentioa 

of neokiad tad eiuiuli. 

13. i^ertfiwe.—Coatw 2,078 Gnuthi; hutorjr of Pmdiuee K^e, iUoftretive of the 

Jain doctrine of the pceeerretioB of life. 

14. /m Contadni 4,700 Gniathi; on Uun^ ezdmete ud menimUe, ebiri^, 

hunuUtyi fce. * 

10. rwwwifl.**ContMne 7,787 Gmnths; a dictioiir 7 or CTdopedia, deMriptive of amietj 
of erU end^encee. 

16. /«)i 6 ooi>e 7 pKWNrfree.^CoiiUiat 4,146 Gmnlhi; coopriting thehietOTyof Jomboo 

Deep. 

17. Chnnd 22,000 Qninthe; histoty of the moon. 

18. NerreoiMlM.’—CoBteini 1,179 Gruotbe; of the lua. 

19. Fo«peifce.^CoBUioi-*^(e) Grunthej botany. 

20. Kul^ Wnihmff Sal.—Coatiiiu^~(a} Gnmtha| deteriptire of the hoavenly mtnaioot 

of the fodi. 

21. Pcap^ H'mtiMnf Ail.—Conlaiae^^fe) Orunthe; deemptireof a hcaTenly maniios 
of the godt, in extent one lakh Youjoni. 

22. fFwwdMM.—Contmiia—^(a) OroBthe \ a diaaertatiOD on Ore: what, and how fw it 

perradei. 

23. Color a ddokamr.—Coatami 2,000 OroBthet artligidoa treatiae on the difference in 

the aeda of Yateea. 

24. Ahoityouk Niiyally.—Coatauu 3,200 Qrantha; eompriaiDa the aereral religioBi bto* 

cationi of the Jiiaa. 

25. Pinda Nu^ally.— ContaiBa 709 Gnmtba ( a diaeertatioB on the nuU 

26. Dwmy Ifahil.—Containa 700 Omotba; a ritoal of penance, read and expounded dor- 

ing the Uat illneea of every great man: it aeema to have in view an interceMOo for 
hia tianigrecaiona. 

27 . iVeadM ffoolvr.-^Contaiaa 700 GnmCha; on Kundeahwer Deep. 

28. ifaaoo^oaiparfiMr.—Contra 1,199 Grantha; on mind, apeecb, and exUtencc. 

29. Ckowsurun .—Contains 63 Gnintbs; a religioua work, read at the decease of indivi¬ 

duals ; an iiUerceiadoD. 

30. Our Pnteks K«m.—Contains 84 Oranths \ on ftsting and prayer. 

31. Jkfeka Paicke ifewn.—Contains 134 Orant^ \ on exeenve faatidgs of one, two, or throe 

months. 


82. Shnkty P<r^jra.«-Containa 171 Oranths; duty to tnton. 

33. Thndoofeyetev.—Contmns 400 Gnmths; on the fishes and inhahitants of the waters. 

34. Ckeada Contains 176 Grunths ; history of the moon. 

35. GoomMiysy.—Contains 100 Grunths; on the lucky marks <» the bumaii body; palmiatry. 

36. JUMriM ffdymeAe.-^^^tsins 656 Grathi; on dsath. 

37. Dmemdrn ff/me.—Contains 300 Gruntha; adiseertation on the gods, and th^ Indra 

or Chief. 


38. ffM/aArul.-^CoBtains 121 Grantha \ on aleep and mf, dee. 

39, Kmip doolvr.^Coatmna 1,216 Grantha 5 areligious tteatiae, read in Shrtwua and fiha^ 

drupud, on the twenty-four Aihynataa. 


(•) Blsaa is te flHflas]. 
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kingdom of Kutch^ and thereby fijifilled their hopea, they built a temple to 
her» which they called Aasapooree. By this term the Jharejas expressed their 
gratitude, and their conddence in the favour of the goddess; Aisa in the 
Sanskrit signifying ** hope,'* and Poorte ** fulfilled,’* accomplished.” 

IflL To their Devee Aasapooree the Jharejas offer up in sacrifice the 
bufialo at the yearly festival of the Dussera,and afterwards (^ast on the victim* 

182. The Jhargas drink wine and spirits in public, and are in general, es¬ 
pecially in particular situations, indifierent about the mode of preparing their 
food, and seem to be excluded only from eating of the flesh of the cow. 

183. The Jharejas hold their Rajgors or do\nestic priests in little estima¬ 
tion or respect. By the rest of the Brahmins the Rajgors Are despised; but 
this seems to arise from their performing the Kria, or the ceremonies at the 
funeral pile, as the Karteea Brahmina do in Gnzerat and other parts of India* 

184. Like the Karteea, the Rajgors receive the alms which are distributed 
on the twelfth day or Dowadushs, which finishes the period of mourning. 

185. On the twelfth day the R^gor of the family is placed on the cot of 
the deceased Jhareja, and stretched out like a corpse, on which are placed 
several articles of food and raiment. 

186. This is taken up and carried to the spot where the Jhareja was burnt, 
like a funeral procession, provided the crowd allows it to proceed. The 
relations of the deceased and the inhabitants follpw the procession as if it 
were a real funeral; but the multitude exert themselves to interrupt its pro¬ 
gress, and for this purpose throw dust, fire, stones, and every missile withi^r, 
riieir reach. As all these injuries are aimed at the Rajgor, he is generally 
obliged to abandon the cot precipitately, and to fly. 

187. The intention of this violence and clamour is to frighten away the 
evil genius, and to prevent its injuring or molesting the survivors; und the 
cause of placing food and raiment on the cot is to supply the spirit of the 
deceased with such articles in the next world. 

188. This ceremony is termed Seja, from the cot; but it is not peculiar 
to the Jharejas, as it is practised by some other tribes. 

40. NitU BboOif.-^ContMDt 816 Grantbi; on crimet* peimcs, sad punUbment. 

41. Mako Mrit SooiMr.^Ccottint 3tA00 Grunthi; on Urge crimef and thrir cocaeqacneei. 

42. Vawkar 9roor.-—Conuina 500 Orunthi; a treatiae etbia and nonl obligation!. 

43. Dtuak SrooT.—Contaiu 500 Qraoths; life and ita }veaervatioD. 

44. Jtei Fontaine 105 Graotbi; hutitutiona of the eigbQ^'fonr oiitei of Jutteea. 

45. Srakut A/pa.—^3<»tami 500 Orunibt; on (be eondnet of the followera of Jains. 

Pwtek A/pa.—A motk ot geDeiml'obaervmboaa on the whole •, eontaina 1,433 Onuitha. 

The Jaioa hava alto foorteen hooka of great antiquity, not now uaed, bat which are kept 

in a kind of aioad depoait in a few of their principal templet in Gusarat. 

These hooka are not written in the Hagadl^ language, as the rat of the Jrin hooka are, 
but in an ancient Saoakrit eharaetw. acared/ Co be deeypbcred or undentood by any of the 
learned of the Jtina of the jweaant day. 

ladependently of theie, the JaiM have seven] works comoeDting on their religtoo, original 
hiitory. Ice. 


4Co 
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189. The Jh&rejas will sometimes remark that their Gore are poor snri 
despised I which they make do scruple of attributing to the sin of Infanticide, 
and from the wratli of God for having placed the weight of that crime on their 
heads. 

190. This singular opanioot which I have expressed nearly in their own 
words, instead of producing any abhorrence in the Jharejas against the act, 
has served to confirm their idea that they have nothing to do with its respon¬ 
sibility and punishment. 

191. The Jharejas respect the Charuns and Bhats more than they do 

Brahmins. * 

192. The Ditpendee,* or people who receive their sepport from the charity 
of the Jharejas, are called Ka^ar: tliey are a'tribe of Chamns of the Tambel, 
or, as pronounced by the inhabitants of Kutch, Toomber, and emigrated with 
the Jharejas into this country. 

193. Aithot^h the Jharejas are not pure Hindoos, and know little of the 
ordinances of the Brahmins, yet they believe in all their legends. Although 
the religion of the Jharejas may have but a feeble operation in preventing In¬ 
fanticide, it certainly presents nothing to authorise the practice: on the 
contrary, the expedient of making the Rajgor answerable for Uie act is a 
plain proof that they view it to be a crime ^^inst religion. 

194. I have now related such facts and circumstances os have come to my 
knowledge concerning tlie practice of Female luAntieidc among the Jbareja 
llajpoots. 

196. But however singular and extraordinary Uiis practice may ap]>car, 
it is not confined to the Jharejas. 

196. That it prevmIs among the Jetwa Rajjwots 1 have already noticed, 
and it also prevails amongst a people sUll more numerous; and there arc not 
wanting appearances which would lead us to tliink that it is connected with 
the manners and institutions of some of the ancient nations. 

197« The practice of Female Infanticide prevailed with the Ilajkoomars and 
other tribes in Bengal, where it lias been iiappily abolished. The custom of 
putting their infant daughters to death has also been diAcuvered to exist with 
the Uhaiore Rajpoots of Jeypoor and Jodhpoor; but tlik fact, when reported 
to Europe, was doubted, and denied to be possible. 

198. It is confirmed, however, by every intelligent and well-informed 
Native of tliat country ; nor does there appear any ground whatever for 
questioning its existence. 

199. The existence of the custom is traced to other^tribes of Hindoostan, 
and in particular to the Jhuts and Mewats, which latter are a sect of 
Musulmans. 

• 200. I am indebted for this information to Niaam-ood-deen Hussain, and 
the following is tho translation of a memorandum which he gave me on the 


* The Diiseaiieo tre litenDv thoM who ttfeive tbe teatk of UUm ; but thU anou&t h» 
kug liaet been diminubed to s Bcre voluaUiy doostioo. 
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vubjett:—**The Jhat Chiefs at Bhurtpore are styled SensniwaJ: those people, 
or the SensniwaU, are in the habit of patting to death their daughters at the 
moment of tbei* birth, by opium, or by strangling. 

The cause of their doing so proceeds from a supposition which they 
entertain, that it is a great di^race to glre ^eir daughters even ia marriage 
to any person. 

** And many Mewats, who are MaUomedans, but who are known under the 
appellation of Mewatee, whose country b near that of Uie Jhuts, kill their 
daughters for the same cause. 1 suppose the governors of ilatras* and 
Mursan follow the same practice. 

These people are aU of the Jbut caste.” 

201. I have learnt from other sources of information on which I rely, that 
some of the Rhatore, the Haree of Boondcc Kata, the Waish iu tlie Pouvub, 
tlie Jliuts in Ilindoostan, and some of the Kutchwas of Jeypoor, and otlier 
Raj{>oot tribes, kill their daughters. 

202. The Jharejas are aware that the custom of Infanticide b practised by 
many other tribes besides their own; but although it is probable that they 
liBve a common origlo, I could not discover the traditiouary motive that had 
led to the intniduction of Infanticide amongst so many people of Ilindoostan. 

203. The practice, however, appears to be maintained among them by tho 
same causes which o^wrated with the Jharejas. Pride, avarice, tlie cares of 
a family, the disgrace that* would attend the misconduct of their women, tho 
difficulty of establishing them in life, and an apprehension of exposing 
their daughters to ilhtreatment, were assigned invariably, by every furson 
acquainted with tbb subject, as the causes that induced these tribes to commit 
Infanticide. 

204. 1 have ventured to suppose that the practice of Infanticide may have 
some analogy with the customs and institutioDs of some of the ancient nations. 
It would be interesting to tiacc and develop the laws and customs of the most 
distinguished people of antiquity which sanctioned Infanticide. 

205. If we except the fabulous history of the Amazons, I am not aware 
that we have any account of a positive law, or custom, for the regular and 
invariable destruction of children of either sex. 

206. The Amazons are said to have formed a State from which they 
excluded men. They held a commerce only with strangers, and for the 
purpose merely of begetting daughters. They killed their male children, and 
cut off the right breast of their females, to render them more hi for war. 

207. The method of the ancients, of exposing their children, was a very 
general practice, and they do not appear to have considered it as cither crud 
or barbarous. 

208. Romulus b said to have laid the citizens under an obligation to 
educate all their male children, and the eldest of their daughters. 

209. The requiring of thb obligation from the citizens must have been 


* Uttru Ibt cait oi Agn about thirtr miks. 
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Mggttted by tbe necewity of restraioiog the piuctice o( Infanticide; and Roma- 
lua probably trusted in procuring wires for bU males from the other tribes in hts 
neighbourhood with as little difficult as the Jharejas do at present; but the 
rape of the Sabines is an bistorical proof that the number of males exceeded the 
females in the infancy of the Roman State^ and might in some measure have 
originated from the exposure of thrir daughters. 

210. Montesquieu has the foliowbg obeerrations on this subject, which 
makes the resemblance still more complete, and prores tliat the same motives 
prevailed with the Roman lathers for exposing their duldren as with tlie 
nations of India who commit Infanticide 

“ We find not^any Roman law that permitted the exposing of children. 
This was, without doubt, an abuse introduced towards the decline of the 
republic, when luxury robbed them of their freedom; when wealth divided 
was called poverty; when tbe father believed tliat all was lost which he gave 
to his family ; and when the family was distinct from his property.” 

211 . It appears that infants newly born were placed on the ground ; 
those who were agreeable to the father he took up, or educated (for these were 
synonymous terms), but those who were displeasing to him he neglected 
and exposed. 

212. In Greece, Infanticide or the exposure of children appears to havo 

formed a part of the policy of those States. Solon gave periuission by luw 
to parenU to kill their chUdren. * 

213* Aristotle appears an advocate for the exposing of children, and con¬ 
ceives, where this is not the case, that the number of those brought fortli 
ought to be limited. He proposes expedients for this purpose more barbarous 
than any usi^e of the Jharejas. 

214. The Greeks appear to have been led to expose their offspring fiom 
the sterility of their territory, and the apprehension of want excited by a 
redundant population. 

216. The same motive, arising from a fear of famine, has induced the 
Government of China, if not to permit, at least to tolerate, parents to sell and 
expose their children. 

216. The Carthaginians are reported to have frequently sacrificed their 
children; but this appears to have originated in motives of religion end 
patriotism: they first taught them that tlie sacrifice of children was acceptable 
to tlieir gods, and the love of their country inspired the noblest of the Cartha¬ 
ginians to offer up their offspring as victims, to avert or remove any public 
calamity. A similar custom was also practised by the Phcenicians and 
Syrians, the founders of Carthage, and which also extended to the Greeks, the 
Gauls, and the German nations. Among the Canaanites, also, previous to the 
invasion of Uie Israelites, similar sacrifices prevailed, which are termed in 
Scripture ** jnssing their seed through the fire to Moloch.*’ 

217. In Robertson’s History of America we are informed that the difficulty 
of training up an infant to maturity amidst the hardships of savage life ofien 
stifles the voice of nature among the Americans, and suppresses the strong 
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emotions of parental tendemeis. Some of these women are stated, in parti* 
cular, to destroy their female cliildren in their infancy. But though necessity 
compels the i ihabitanta of America thus to set hounds to the increase of their 
families, they are not deficient in affection and attscbment to their offspring | 
they fee) the powers of this instinct in its full force/* At Otaheite, and other 
islands of the Pacific, a peculiar society exists, who destroy tiieir children ; 
and other nations in a rude state have been found, who do*not suffer those to 
live who are born with any natural defect or deformity. A more atten¬ 
tive and extensive research would multiply these examples, and illustrate 
this subject. • 

218. However disgusting it hay be to human nature, ye find that many 
nations have tolerated or permitted parents to destroy tlieir own offspring, and 
we arc certain that parents have deprived their children of life by uvailing 
themselves of tiiis privilege ; but the custom of exclusively murdering females 
(though die regulation of Romulus evidently points to their destruction in 
preference to that of the males), and a systematic Infanticide, seems to be 
confined to the Rajpoots of India. 

219. It will now be necessary to relate, with precision and briefness, the 
proceedings and expedients which finally led tlie Jharejas of ilie peninsula to 
relinquish Infanticide. 

220. I entered on this undertaking with sanguine expectations of success, 
but which were for a long time disappointed; and f must own that the Natives 
had formed much more just opinions on the subject when they foretold the 
difficulties that would attend the attempt, which few of them thought could 
be overcome but by the Company making a conquest of the country. 

221. I conceived that reason and feeling would effect tlie relinqulAhment 
of a barbarous custom unconnected with tlie principles of society, and which 
all the passions of the human mind and all the forms and maxims of religion 
were combined to destroy. 

222. As it was evident, also, that the most disinterested humanity had led 
the Honorable Company to interfere for the abolition uf Female Inbnticide, 
1 conceived that this reflection, and the res|)ect due to tlicir mediation, would 
have disposed the Jharejas to comply with a request which it was scarcely to 
be supposed could be at variance with their own sentiments. 

223. But sentiments of nature and humanity have no influence with the 
Jharejas; and 1 was soon, however reluctantiy, obliged to relinquish the 
favourable expectations I had formed of success. 

224. The difficulties were many and formidable. 

225. I had been for several years In habits of Mendly correspondence 
with Jehajee, the Chief of Moorvee, and he had continually expressed u 
strong desire to cultivate the favour of the English Government The 
artifices of this Chief and his Vukeel, who resided in camp, deceived and 
amused me for some time with promises which proved &llacious. 

226. I availed myself of Uie agency and influence of Soondeijee Sewjee, 
after his arrival in camp, but with no better success. At last Jehajee trans* 
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mitted a paper, in which he offered to accede to my wishes, by preserving his 
daughters, provided I would reduce Mallia and restore the village ofUurralla, 
of which he had been deprived by the Gaekwar Government (Vide Appen* 
dix No. 6.) 

227. The possession of this paper I conceived of importance, as it dis* 
covered the seld^h and mercenary morives that attached the Jharejas to 
Infanticide. I preserved it as a testimony which reflected on their pretences 
of the inviolability of the practice as a custom of the caste, and destroyed 
every argument which they had attempted to found on principle. 

228. Whan Jehajee perceived the disadvantage which attended the posses* 
sion of this paper^he made several applications to induce me to restore it, 
witli which I did not comply. 

229. As my intercourse and knowledge of the Jharejas increased, every 
circumstance tended to show that they followed infisnticide from mean and 
interested motives only. It was also evident that it would be very ditticult to 
awaken their natural feelings, and that the same motives of convenieiicy and 
interest would have more influence in inducing them to relinquish the practice 
than any arguments derived from humanity, morality, or religion. 

2110. It appeared, likewise, from the coinmunlcationl of Jehajee and others, 
tliat the reproach and odium of beitig tlie first to renounce an ancient practice 
operated as a considerable motive. The weight and authority of this example 
could not be complete unless it were sot by a Chief of acknowledged rank and 
superiority. 

2.'n. The ItaoofKutch seemed to possess these qualifications, from his 
family, and extent of territory. 

232. 1 was induced, tlierefore, to select this ChielUin ; but addressed my¬ 
self principally to FuUch Mahomed'(vide Appendix No. 18), whose authority 
is paramount in tliat country, and from whom, as a zealous Mahomedan, I 
was led to expect the exertion of liis influence for suppressing a crime against 
nature and religion. 

233. The answer, however, of Futteh Mahomed, destroyed every hope of 
Buccess from tliat quarter (vide Appendix 18). Hits Jemadar, who rose from 
the humble station of a goatherd, and is extremely illiterate, had the sentiments 
of his letter probably dictated to him, and by Uie hand of his writer trans¬ 
mitted, in an inflated and ostentatious style, an elaborate defence of the 
practice of Infanticide, such as could be expected to proceed only from an 
infuriated and bigoted Jhareja. 

234. It may not be unworthy of remark that this defence of Infanticide was 
written and composed by a Nagur Brahmin, and promulgated in the name of a 
Mahomedan, whose religion inspires him with horror against these miuders. 

236. In the meanwhile, every effort and endeavour was continued to 
prevail on the Moorvee Chief to abandon Infanticide which the long 
detention of the detachment in the vicinity of that city afforded. It was the 
daily subject of letters, messages, and conferences. 
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236. The homanity and teodeniess congenial to the sex induced me to 
expect the aaaifitance of the women of Jehajee’e family. The preservation of 
their offspring appeared naturally and peculiarly their business. 

237. I conceived that my appeal to wives and mothers^ and to women who. 
came from tribes that rejected Infanticide^ would be attended with every 
advantage. I was further led to entertain great hopes from this plan, on 
account of the high character of the mother of the Chief of Mcorvee for 
prudence, propriety of conduct, and a benevolent diaposition. 

238. Ae tins lady possessed considerable influence over her son, I expected 

that she would exert it in favour of a measure dgreeable to her own feelings. 
(Vide Appendix No. 10.) • 

239. The embarrassed state of Jehajee’s affairs, and the countenance which 
he stood in need of from me for retrieving them, were circumstances which I 
conceived would occur to the discretion of his mother, and urge her to obtain 
from her son a concession which might give tlie family a claim to my suppuit. 

240. My overtures to this lady were, at first, received with the fcolingH 
natural to her sex, and she seemed disposed, with the rest of the women, who 
held several consultations together on the subject, to unite their influence for 
the abolition of Infanticide. 

241. But these ebullitions were of short duration ; the Jbarejas were 
alarmed, and die women contended for the ancient privilege of Uie caste; they 
were led away from the ]^th of nature and humanity by the example end 
influence of their husbands. 

242. The mother of the Chief of Moorvee requested that she might be 
excused soliciting her son on this head, and referred me for any further 
information to Jehajee. 

243. At this period my prospect of success was very obscure and distant 
(vide Appendix No. 13). Although these efforts, however, had failed of tlieir 
effect, they were useful, and paved the way for success, by turning the attention 
of the country to a subject which hod never appeared before (o engage 
notice. 

244. By discussing the subject frequently in the public Kucheree, and 
exposing the enormity of the practice, as contrary to the precepts of religion 
and the dictates of nature, every caste came tu express an abhorrence of 
Infanticide, and the inveterate prejudices of the Jharejas began to be shaken. 

245. The maxims and passions which favoured Infanticide were, probably 
for the first time, canvassed and censured with freedom. 

246. The progress of this system was slow, but it was insensibly spreading 
its influence, and became a subject of univmal conversation. The novelty of 
the attempt, and the extraordinary nature of the subject, also attracted gerieml 
attention. 

247. But whatever influence these circumstances might produce, as Jehajee 
was the first Chief that I had addressed on tlie subject, it was of the utmost 
importance to make some impression on him. I heat every exertion, there** 
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fore, and tried various expedients to reclaim this Chief, who had already 
destroyed two of bis daughters, from the practice oflofanticide* 

248. At last 1 obtain^ from Jebajeea conditional writing, to the following 
effect From motives of friendship, the Honorable Company have urged 
me to preserve my daughters: to this 1 consent, if the Cbieft of Nowanuggur 
and Gondul agree/’ 

249. This was the first considerable step towards the attainment of this 
great object, and the writing appeared to reduce the question to a kind of point 
of honour, or respect for antiquity, in setting the example of sanctioning an 
innovation on a general habit.* 

250. From the character and behaviour of the Jam, I could have no hopes 
that he would set this example; but as the family of Oewajee of Gondul hud 
already preserved several of their daughters, I was led to entertain the most 
favourable expectations from the general disposition of this Chief, and his 
reputation for humanity. 

261. It may be proper to mention that Jehajee first proposed to insert the 
names of tlic liao of Kutch and Jam of Nowanuggur in his writing; but I 
positively refused to receive the paper unless it comprised Dewajee of Gondul. 

252. The compliance of Jehajee with this request it may be but foir to 
consider as a favourable indication of his sentiments; and that he was secretly, 
though not extremely, averse to agree to the abolishing of Infanticide. It may 
be presumed that he was acquainted with the disj)osition of Dewajee, and of 
the general opinion tiiat this Chief, when pressed, would renounce the practice 
of killing his daughters. 

253. From Dessajee of Mallis I obtained a similar writing to that received 
from the Chief of Moorvee. 

254. I had conceived great expectations from Dessajee, who had preserved 
a daughter, and had by hta Vukeel afforded repented assurances that he was 
ready to renounce In&nticide ; but it is remarkable that this Chief used every 
evasion and delay to avoid executing a formal deed in renunciation of tlie 
practice. 

255. It is necessary to notice here, tliat there were several petty Jhareja 
Chiefs in camp, whose distressed and dependent circumstances rendered them 
obsequious to any measure proposed by Government, and they were ready to 
bind themselves by any engagement to renounce Infanticide; but 1 conceived 
that their acquiescence would not have the force of example with any of the 
superior Chiefs, and would rather prejudice the cause. 

256. Under these ideas, I declined for the present entering into engage* 
ments with the petty Chieb who followed the camp. 

267. The narrative must now accompany the operations of the detachment 
which traversed the country of the Jam, and arrived at Knndoma. I 
employed this time, as often as circumstances and opportunity permitted, in 
favour of the design for abolishing Infanticide. 

258. Wassonjee Eswuijee, the Vukeel of (he Gondul Chief, residing in 
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camp, enabled me frequently to coQTerse irith him on the subject; and tliia 
sensible and respectable Brahmin was easily prevailed on to unite his influence 
with mine, in order to prevail on bis master to enter into a formal obligation 
for abolishing In&nticide. 

259. During these events, Wossonjee had occasion to proceed to Gondul 

on some revenue affairs, and before his departure he privately gave me such 
assurances as 1 conceived might be confided in, that ho would obtain from 
Dewajee authority on his return to enter into any engagements which might 
be required for preserving the daughters of the J hart jus residing in that pait 
of the country. • 

260. In this and every endeavour for suppressing Infanticide, it is with 
great pleasure that 1 mention the cordial and aealous assistance of Wittul Rao 
Dewanjee, the commander of the Gaekwar army. This officer, wtUi the 
peculiar ardour of bis character, embraced every occasion of exposing tho 
enormity of the crime, and of promoting by his arguments and influence a 
detestation of the practice. 

26 L The mission of Wossonjee Eswuijee was entirely successful, and on 
his return to camp, after expressing the reluctance of his master to set an 
example which might bring on him the reproach of his caste, a deed of Uie 
most solemn, effectual, and binding nature was executed, renouncing for ever 
tlie practice of Infanticide. 

262. The following is a translation of this instrument Whereas Tie 
Honorable English Company and Anundrao Gaekwar Sena Khos Khel 
Sbumshere Bahadoor, having set forth to us the dictates of the Shosters, und 
(he true faith of the Hindoos, as well as that the * Birmhaway Wurtuk Pooran^ 
declares the killing of children to be a heinous sin,—it being written that it 
is as great an offence to kill an embryo as a Brahmin ; that to kill one woman 
is 08 great a sin as killing a hundred Brahmins; that to put one child to 
death is as great a transgression against the divine laws as to kill a hundred 
women; and that (he pcrpclruCor of this sin sliall be damned to the hell 
Kule Sootheeta, where he shall be infested with as many maggots as he may 
have hairs on bis body, be bom ^atn a leper, and debilitated in all his 
members: We, Jhar^a Dewajee and Kooer Nuthoo, Zumindars of Gondul 
(the custom of Female Infanticide having long prevailed in our caste), do 
hereby agree, for ourselves and for our offspring, as also wed>lnd ouiijclves in 
behalf of our relations and their offspring, for ever, for the sake of our own pros¬ 
perity, and for the credit oftheHindoo faith, tliat we shall from this day renounce 
this practice; and, in default of this, that we acknowledge ourselves offenders 
against the Sirkars. Moreover, should any one in future commit that offence, 
we shall expel him from our caste, and he shall he punished according to the 
pleasure of the two Governments, snd the rule of the Shasters." The above 
writing is duly executed. 

263. With the exception of the Jam, every Jhareja Chief readily, and 
without offering a single objection, subscribed to a counterpart of this iiutrumeut 

47 o 
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264. The Jam costinued to oppose that meanire as long as be was able, 
and made use of e?ery subterfuge and arUfice to avoid making the same 
declaration that his brethren bad done. His first attempt to make the plan 
miscarry was to persuade Dewajee of Gondul not to sign the engagement. 
For this purpose, the Jam used the influence of lettms and messengers, but 
fortunately ineflectually. 

265. When Jam Jessajee found, notwithstanding his opposition and 
remoRstmnces, that Dewajee had executed the agreement for renouncing In* 
fanticide, and that the rest of the Jharcja Chiefs would follow this example, 
he probably foresaw that he wbuld also be obliged to comply; but even at 
this moment he •was instigated by his pride and arrogance to offer an excep* 
tion, by which he expected to save his honour, and to circumscribe the extent 
of his obligation. 

266. The Jam proposed that neither himself nor bis own offspring should 
be included in the engagement, but that he should bind himself for his rela^ 
rions and their offspring only, to renounce In&nlicide. 

267. On the grounds, however, that an unqualified abolition was become 
the Mooluk Sheruhta, custom of the country,'’ or the Rty^oot^Moolh, order 
of the Government," the Jam was informed that his request could not be 
complied with; and he finally, like the rest of tl)e Jharejas, concluded and 
executed a corresponding instrument 

268. It is sufllcient to expose the unworthy motives of this Chief, to 
mention, that after he had agreed to the engagement Ibr renouncing Infan¬ 
ticide, he had the effrontery and meanoess to solicit an abatement of bis 
revenue, in order to reimburse the expense which, as be alleged, he would in 
future be liable to in consequence of bringing up his daughters. 

269. The character of this Chief exhibits an extraordinary contrast of 
great arrogance and extreme submission, of insolence and timidity; and the 
treachery and cruelty of the Jam are only restrained by the cowar^ce of his 
disposition. 

270. The originals of these instruments are in xny possession, and will be 
deposited in the Honorable Company’s Treasury at Baroda, where they may, 
perhaps, be better preserved than in the Gaekwar Duftur, and can readily be 
produced on any occasion of appeal or reference. 

271. Copies q[ the original instruments remain with the commander of the 
Gaekwar army in Kattywar; and in the appendix to this letter (vide >\ppendjx 
No. 20) a list will be found of tlie names of every Chief who bae subscribed 
to the deeds for rcoounemg Infanticide. 

272. This list contains not only every Chieflajo of note, but every inferior 
Jhareja Cliief who enjoys the least share of independence, and comprises 
within its obligation every Jhareja fomily inhabiting the peninsula of 
Guzerat 

273. Having accompUshed the renunciation of Infanticide in this part of 
the country (vide Appendix No. 18), I was willing to think that the example 
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might prodace s faToorable effect on the Jharqas of Kutcb; and, in this 
expectation^ I addressed myself again to Futteh Mahomed. 

274. The Jemadar’s answer contained a second defence of Infanticide! but 
in more moderate terms; and it disclosed a circumstance! which is probably 
true! that bis sitnation rendered it improper for him to say anytliing on tlie 
subject of the Jhsrqas. 

275. It appears that the Jhareja Bhyad of Kutch could easily overturn the 
usurped authority of Futteh Mahomed; and that they only sanction! or sub* 
mit to it, in consideration tliat they have acquired diereby an extension of their 
own authority, and many illegal possessions ; But it is generally understood 
that if this Jemadar attempts to deprive them of any of their privileges, or to 
circumscribe their unjust acquisitions, they could without much difficulty 
deprive him of his own power. 

276. Under these circumstances, we cannot probably indulge any strong 
hope that the suppression of Infanticide will soon be attained in Kutch; and in 
the actual state of affairs in that country they may afford some apolc^ for 
Futteh Mahomed appearing as a constrained advocate, perhaps, for the un* 
natural crime of Infanticide.* 

277. I have annexed, as an appendix to this letter (vide Appendices 
Nos. 1 to 20), my correspondence with the Native Chiefs concerning Infanti* 
cide, and several other documents connected with the sul^ect. 1 have 
occasionally alluded to these papers, and they will be found noticed, where a 
reference occurred, io the present letter. 

278. I shall now proceed to offer some remarks on the nature and efficacy 
of the engagements for the renunciation of Infanticide. 

279. The ease and readiness, after the example of the Chief of Qondul, 
with which the Jbarejas relinquished the practice of killing their daughters, is 
difficult to account for on any satis&ctory motives of human conduct 

* Since thU pmgraph wu wntten. I bsve hid in iotavkw with in A^est of Futteh 
Mahomed, and I a memorandum of hie convenalioo. Rooheericc Mehta it the brother 
of Futteh Mahomed*! Dewan, the mao who wrote the letter. in Futteh Mahomed*f nime. 
From tbia memorandum H will be teen that the state of Futteh Habomed'e dreumatancea 
would not permit him to attempt tbia ianovalioa on the lotjudicea of the Jbareju 
** In a coBTenation with Koobeeijee Mehta, an agent of PuUeb Mahomed of Kutch Bbooj» 
upon deeiriog him to explain why the Jemadar retimed meh extraordinary replm to the 
orerturea reapectiog Infintietde which were made to him from Kattywar, Koobsoj^ tsyi that 
the peculiar nature of Futteh Mahomed*! litoation obligca him to be extremely cautiona and 
eoneOiatory m hia conduct reapcetiiig the Jhai^aa. He profeaMt himaelf to be a lervant of 
theRiO! and aeti according/: be nerer aita ona Oadee, unJeei be ttkea a young Jhar^a in bii 
arma ; be aerer need a palanquin ontil ktdy, or ikepa on s cot m the camp, iriiicb ia a pri*» 
vilege of Jhar^aa. ^ 

When he reeeived s wound, iwflieted by an •^**^*, Uia Rao gnre ban permmbn to uee a 
paiMwpm Were be to diagnat any of the Jhanjaa, be adda new MmfCh to tbs cum of hit 
riral Hunaii Sha. 

“ The bnsifteM of Infcnticide eoneerae the Jhaiejaa alooe, and the letter wu written onder 
Mmr induence. Tbe Jemadar ndthcr commita nor juaPAea the pnetiee.** 
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280. This Buddea change in the sentiments, and dereRction of their man* 
ners and prejodices, was not probably entirely the effect of example. The 
Jharejas were pepared for the event, from the perseverance with which the 
measure had been pressed on their attention; and they were probably 
apprehensive that they might expose themselves to some inconvenience 
and punishment if they continued an opposition which they had been 
accustomed in every case to see ending to their disadvantage. 

281. However this may be, the difficulty with which these people relin* 
quished the absurd and w^ed custom of destroying their daughters may be 
viewed as no unequivocal probf of the stabihty of the arrangemeq^ and that it 
was entered mto with more sincerity than if it had been the result of an 
instant compliance with an arbitrary mandate. 

282. But to estimate correctly the determination of the Jharejas to respect 
their engagements, it is necessary to refer to the terms of the engagements, the 
extent of their obligations, and the unquestionable power of the Honorable 
Company and of tlie Gaekwar to maintain these contracts in force. 

283. The instruments ascei:tain with precision what the parties have 
stipulated to perform; and besides inflicting the penalties derived from caste 
and religion, those deeds confer on the Company and Oaekwar a clear and 
legal right of punishing the oflenders. 

284. It seems to be incontrovcr^ble that the Jharejas continued Infanticide 
from motives of interest or convenience, and thesafae motives are now brought 
forward to counterbalance their former prejudice; for if they were to relapse, 
and kill their daughters, they would be liable to the disgrace of expubion from 
their families, and to an arbitrary punishmei)t,*^x|)OBiDg themselves evidently 
to much greater disadvantages and vexations tlian can possibly arise from 
preserving their children. 

285. The illiterate condition of the Jharejas, the conflned state of their 
information, and the acquiescence of successive generations, had shut their 
eyes to the atrocity of Infanticide; bat it is not too much to expect that the 
instruction and lights they have lately received may produce a beneficial 
change in their sentiments. 

286. The crime of Infanticide has been exposed to the community, and 
many men who never reflected upon it before will now, under the impression 
of its enormity, insensibly impart their sentiments to the Jharejas who live 
amongst them. 

287. The intercourse of life, and the equal stale of tliis society, afford 

abundance of opportunity for this communication; and it will produce that 

influence which u generaUy the consequence of a free exchange of correct 
opinions. ^ 

288. Among the causes, alto, which are likely to maintain the observance 
of these engagements, superstition may be mentionefl; which was before em¬ 
ployed to &vour Infanticide. 

289. The Jharejas now understand the punishment denounced by the 



THE PBOVINCE OF GUZEBAT. 


359 

Shasters for the crime» and Che eame spirit of religion which transferred the 
sin to the Rafgore will be equally diepoeed of by a kind of retributive justice, 
in consequence of their own voluntary deed to make them in future answerable 
for every violation of their contract 

290. Even atemporery disuse of Jnfenticide would assist towards its entire 
abolition, by allowing reason and natural feelings to recover their ascendancy. 
The great satisfaction of the country, and the geueral conteJitment of 
the Jharejos tliemselves, aAcr they had signed the instruments for abolishing 
Infanticide, whatever repugnance they had before expressed to the measure, 
appeared to me to afford strong grounds for believing that the engagements 
would be permanent. 

291. The efficacy, however, of these engagements, and the entire supprcs- 
sion of this vice, must be maintained by the vigilance and rigour of tlic 
Company’s and the Gaekwar Governments ;^tbeir |>ower or influence must 
be exerted to punish the first instance of transgression. 

292. It might have been desirable, but it was not easily practicable, 
to have defined the nature of the punishment to be inflicted on future 
offenders. 

293. The great inequality in the power and rank of the Jharejas rendered 
it impossible to fix on a common standard of punishment. There may also be 
some advantage in leaving this matter uncertain and unlimited. 

294. 1 have now brou^t to a conclusion the several observations which 
have from time to time occurred to me on the very extraordinary subject of 
Female Infanticide as existing among the tribe of Jliareja Rajpoots, and which 
I have committed to paper as they arose, with little attention to order. 

295. Tile extent to wliich tliis horrid practice has been carried affords a 
melancholy picture of human manners and depravity. The fact, which would 
scarcely obtain credit among the more civilised nations of Europe, is now 
established to demonstration ; and the Honorable Company's Government 
have the merit of directing their philanthropic attention to the abolishment of 
a custom as singular as barbarous, and as contrary to the general feelings of 
parents and humanity as ever disgraced tlie history of man. 

296. It is remarkable that none of the Governments who have acquired an 
ascendancy in India have ever been induced to attempt the abolition of Infan¬ 
ticide, and that a custom so repugnant to every principle of reason and 
natural affection should have been permitted to exist, and be tolerated, even at 
the very walb of the capitals of the Mahomed an sovereigns of Delhi and 
Guzerat, without an attempt to abolish it, while the harmless* rites of 
the Hindoo religion should have excited the most bigoted and intolerant 
persecution. 

297. It is satisfactory, however, to reflect, that this honour has been 

* Mr. Duneaa obsema in a note on Ualor Wtiker boe adverts to ihotti 

rites of the Hindoo religiua (bat are really iaaoceat, at at least unburtfiil to the pub^." 
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reserred for oar nation. I tmat tbs engagements which have been executed 
will be perpetoal; and I see at present no reason to doubt bat they will 
be observed. The abolition of Inianticide was one of the most popular 
acts of the Honorable Company's Oovemnent in Kattywar; and even the 
Jharejas themselves seemed to conceive it to be a benefit to be relieved 
from the performance of an act which, for the honour of human nature, 
it must be hoped could not always be practised without some pity and 
compunction. 

298. The same motive^hich directed the Honorable Company to obtain 
engagements for the abolitioif of Infanticide will also induce them to superin* 
tend with anxious care the advantage thus gained to the cause of humanity, 
until natural feeling shall have gained an ascendancy sufficient to prevent any 
infraction of the present agreement 

I have the honour to be, kc, 

(Signed) A. Walxsb, 

Saroda, IfitA March 1808* Resident 


Postscript.^* • • • There is at this day a numerons class of Brah¬ 
mins who are accused of the practice of Human Sacrifices; they are called 
Kurada, and are inhabitants of the Konkun. ^ 

The object of their worship is MahaluksHmee, to whom human sacrifices 
are acceptable, and the more so if the victim is a Brahmin learned in the 
Shelters.* 

* Since this pwtgraph wm written, I have eoQeeted loiDe detached memoranda respecting 
the prmrtieee of the Sorada, or Kerara Biahmini, which would eeen elearijr to eetabliih that 
they bare been, and probably are aow, addicted to a supersCrtiooi idea that the goddess is 
to be propitiated by the destmetkm of a bumaa life. This goddese it koowa under a variety 
of names, and m$j be vroeobipped by her devotees, sometimea as the dispenser of ri^Ms and 
blessings, and at other times as a deity wboee wrath is to be dejwecated $ or as her worriiippcTa 
nay be of the sect of Shiva or Vishaoo. 

It it already santioned in the text that the Rnrada or Renoa Brahmins are zramoous in 
Querat. 

The term Karods (a) is derived from a village Of a tract of country m the Koakun. and 
comprehends a nameroos tribe, who are divided bto aeveral sects or classea and aubdiviaioni. 
The diSbiance of their tenets consiMs princlpeDy is the preference of the worship of a partienlar 
dmty ; and, eoswquently, ia being guided by his invitations or dictates. Ihey are supposed 
to be under the infiuenee of the YUhara Bboot, or %nrit Pc^n. This we may peromve to 
be eitber the eaoee or the effect of the pnjndiee againV them. 

Ia order to ^ipease the wrath of thia wiehed demon, they poison to their guests 

and friends. By thia means the spifit ia gratified, aad, ia return, extends hie protection to 
them and their femiliea. This charaeter Is probably dictated by ignonBee or enmity, nd the 

tj^TWwtetoorttsKafSiisrXM* •• Om XofeMvOk Mil; M telM W Owwto WUM 

>sTsLfXsHhi*AAslle S ^iswai»‘*lilenTi iiHim yi 1n eSy WsBishwhtorifcii sw r wtVe l ^OsMrV. 

nsf 4iiir, SswiTtr, ttel Ihsr bsvs ta W sriS or mAM Us aiaase put V Ws aSoSs Pesnst. sad Mwt Usl R 
uaiu stw. 
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The public performance of this sacrifice has loi^ since fallen into <li8U8e; 
hut a sect of the Kurada Brahmins are accused of efiTecfingp hy the secret 
operation of poiso sp that object which they dare not publicly arow. 

I know several Kurada Brahmins in respectable public situationsi intelligent^ 


picture U Ukewiee too horrid end extrvngiat to be wboUj true, but neither ie it to be wboQf 
rqected. * 

Thie prejudice $^Tai the Korede Brehmmi la toppoeed ebo to here dehrtd mdibility sod 
ueigbt from s very genenl end populsr o^nioa thit the Koakuo is iafeated in e peitKubr 
Deouer with evil tpuiu, ^ 

Although e ICureds unwiUiagly dieeueeee this eubjeeC u he U eetuible of the prejudicee 
•geiuit him, end of the bdignstioa cf other tribee, yet they eometime* wiU edmit tbet thdr 
ceete lebour under the of the prectiee i end if be ehoold even be convinced of the tfm* 

tuel expediency of the prectiee, he ia ewere et preeent of the denger ettendiog it,^hc lew end 
cuitoxD, humenity end reeeoa, would now ponieh the perp et ration of the deed. 

If ever it ie prectued, it is evident that it muet be in Kcret. 

There can be little doubt but that formerly tbU sect indulged tbeir prejudice! Ii^ie respect 
to a coocidereble extent, tboogh now, like many other customs of tl»e Hindoos, the obeervsneo 
of thii has from various cauaee relaxed. • 

It is said the practice baa fallen much into disuse rinee the Peihwas have gaioed an 
aseeodancy. 


One circumstance is deserving of perticular notiee^that the caete of Brahmins accueed of 
practising these bloody.and savage riles are equally followers of Shiva and VUbnoo. 

I have been told the following anecdote, which, although repeated by eevenl people, is too 
.j^gue end uncertain to be receivdB as any evidence of a general custom r* 

/ ft is related that the wife of a certra Brahmin made a vow to her god, that provided s\e 
obtained a particular end she would gratify him by a human Mcridce. As she was frfro 
ably heard, it was neceasary that she abonld dad a victim, but the s ege cy and danger stteoiUng 
it obliged bo to select the object from her own fiunily. 

The victim ibe selected for this pQq)ose was the destiued husband of bar infant <*.aughtcr. 
The design was known only to this ebild, who was entrusted with tbe fatal secret for tbo 
reason that appean in the Mqoel. 

Aecordieg to the custom, ths young bfUegrooos was invited to partake of the nuptial feast at 
hit father-ia*law*s house. This was the occasion which the woman had fixed ufton f<w 
adminUtenog tbe poison. Everything was prepared, and the drug mixed with tbe portion of 
food intended for the boy, aai^ according to tbe Hiadoo custom, put apart. Tbe portions of 
the two children were close togetbg, and tbe mother is said to have entrueted her daughter witli 
tbe secret to prevent mistake, and to lead him to bis particular share. The child, however, 
terrified at tbe prospe c t of misfmtune, and her futwe mimry, wilfully guided hg young hus¬ 
band to another pardon, and saved bis life, bat at the expense of bar fisther'a. 

The mothg observed the conduct of bg daughter, but she was compelled to remmn silent $ 
and the rest of the guests sitting dqjm indiscriminately to tbeir vicCuala, the fatal portion fell 
to the lot of hm own hutbend. 

Tbere is anutber story atten^ngTfie origm ofhuBansaerifieeai which I relate on tbe authority 
of tradition. 


A certain Raja, having built a ^aeiona and beaotifal tank, found every tSart to fill xt with 
water impmctieahla. 

This greatly distremed tbe Raja, and having in viin exerted every expedient of devotion and 
labour, tbe Riga at last vowed to bis particalar deity the sacrifice of hie own child, peovided 
this precious offering wae accepted by tbe grant of his p t my m. 

Accordini^y tbe Riga directed one of bis children to be plicod m the centre of tbe tank, 
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charitablei and bomane, who would abhor the commiuioD of thU detestable 
crime, and who, though they admit its former existence, most strongly deny 
iU present practice : but the power of prejudice is sometimes stronger than the 
completest eridence of moral conduct; and many people, under the influence 

on which the dei^ iiutanflr gave as undeniable teetiinoDy of bia aaaent and gratideatioB : the 
tank immediately filled ^iih fine water, and the child waa tacrificed in being drowned. 

AUhOMgb atwiea of tbia deaeription itt too wild for belief, they ahow bow general the 
impreauoQ la. The following nenoftndum of a eoDversation with a Kurada Brahmin on the 
aubjeet ii more poiitrre 

Viahnoo Puat Tattu, by e&ite a Knrtda Brahaio, a Gomiahta in the houae of Flnree 
Dhugtee, ackoowlcdgea that hia eaata have the odium oS committiog baman taerifleea-^ least 
be hsa heard to, for be biniKlf iaignmnt of the practice. 

If any Kurada Brahmin ahould be poor or ebildleaa, the Goddesa Purge, hot under another 
name, ia propitiated by killing a Brahmin of any caste,~the more holy, learned, iHsaytiful, 
high-bmi, rich, and flonriabing, eitlicr in family or richca, the more acceptable the aamfice. 

It is effected by treaehery, or by iBvitiag to a fcaat. The ioteoded victim ia always treatetl 
with extraordinary respect, oiled, and Sowers put round bis neck; but poison is admioittered 
ia bii food. Tli# food ia administered by a widow,*^DO man, or woman srith a husband, will 
commit it. Viahnoo Punt, in diusdeting the aerifiee, aaya such a man u the BbaaWee would 
be a very accejHable offering. 

Both the Shaatreo and Viahnoo Punt enumerate aome instances of lacrificei of this deecrip* 
tion, which have, according to common rumour, takeu plaee i— 

1. Triinbuk Bhut Davekur, the sou of the eister of Qungadhur Shastroe'i metemalgrand- 

fatlrer, died of poison at Settara, administered at thtfbouae of Beboorau Talwulkur, a 

Kurada or Kerara Brahmia. 

2. A Telinga ISrahmin it add to have been poiaoaed at the house of Baboorao Kaliow, a 

Kunda Brahmin of high respectability at Poona. 

3. Sod Bhut Tbakoor, a Kurada Brahmin, and ihv Guoroo of the Sehoo Rsja, mlminiatcred 

poison to Bhikoba Goeavee Wynkur, a Brahmin. This is also only from report. 

These luperstitioua practices, however, must now be considered aa dcclming, or wholly 
abandone«l among the nindooa; they hare followed the |wogresa ofciviliaation and humanity 
in India as well u in Europe, and dua|>peared in both couotrics with the iin]>rQTeTnent of 
maimers and society but there arc still other anomalies shocking to human nature, which are 
iwrmitted, amd arc strongly Ofipoaed to the general character of the Hindoo religion for 
benoTohmee aod humanity. Widows buroing with their huslmnds, tim prartice of FeiniJe 
Infanticide among the dbarejos, the meritorious ViwdB of suicide, are all of this description. 

The inhuman practice, also, of a son snpportiog and ciposing a parent enfeebled by age, 
and unable to support himself, to the flood, is perhaps alone to be found cutting at this day 
in India. Tlic practice ie not frequent, and if it con admit any palliation it would be from the 
coDiidermtion that it ia done at the detire of the victim. 

But, as more particularly connected with the eubject of Infaatirid^ the enstom of motbm 
who have been long barren offering their firatbora at a aacrifice ot gratitude to thrir gods, 
deserves particular mention. 

I have not, however, been able to discover, from my own observation, oor from any infor* 
nation to which I hive ever had aeceas, that this u done by leaving the child in the woods to 
be devoorod by wild beasts, birds of prey, or throwing it into the Oongee aGve. 

It has been ever described to me as peeuJiirto the fourth class, and, as a mere act of devo* 
tkm, leaving the oflspring to the service ot the god, where it remaina, unless redeemed by the 
}itrenta, which is gtaerally the case. 

The circuiDStaocc of parents do*otiBg their oflkpring to a imrticular deity is illnstratod by 



THB PROVIKCB OF OUZSEAT* 363 

of this paMioD) wou2d decUtio to oat of food prepared by a Brahmin of this 
tribe, of which he himaelf ehould not at the eaine time paiiake. 

Since my retora to Baroda, alfo, I hare met with an actant of Infonticidop 
which ascribes its origin to a circumstance more probable than the disappoint¬ 
ment felt by the Raja at not finding a suitable match for his daughter. 

It is said that some of the early Mosulman inTadera of the Jhareja country, 
who experienced the determination with which they defended their liberties, 
united policy to their arms, and sot^ht to consolidate their interests in the 
country by demanding the daughters of the Rajas i%marri^e« 

The high-spirited Jharejas would not brook *the di^race, and pretended 
they did not preserte their dangbiem ; but fearful of the consequences, and that 
force would be resorted to, in order to obtain what was refused to entreaty, 
they listened to the advice of their Rajgors in this extremity, and, deluded by 
the fictitious responsibility which they accepted, the practice of Infenticidc 
originated, and has since been confirmed. 

In consistency with this relation is an account which I have heard of one 
of the Rajas of Nowanuggur, whose daughter was demanded in marriage by 
the Emperor of Delhi, and which also throws some light upon the doubtful 
point whether a grown up daughter is ever put to death 1 It appears that 
although much discredit would attach to a Jhareja who killed his daughter 
afeer having preserved her for any time, yet that such occurrences, however 
unfrequent, are not without precedent It is probable that the caste, or 
family, would resent such a deed, and refuse to eat with the perpetrator. . 

In some period of the history of the Jharejas, it is said that one of Kie 
Jams was despoiled of his country by the King of Delhi, who promised to 
restore it, provided the Jam gave him a daughter, whom be had preserved, iu 
marriage. This must have been a i^itimate,daughter, as the Jam disdain¬ 
fully rejected the alliance, and transmitted his refusal through the Governor 
of Ahmcdabad, who was the medium of the proposal on the part of bis 
sovereign. 

the CMS of FatteU Sing Gsekwir, the presumptive heir to Che Qeakirer domiiuoiu. Gorind 
lUo Oeekwer named two Udiet of the same who were second conriiu to each other i 

but hie partiality ioelined him rather to favour Oebnabsee. It wii in eoneequeuce of tbit 
]iartiality that thie lady pertuaded Oovind Rao to dedicate hia son by Anpoona Baee to the 
•errke of Rundoba, an inesrsatioo of Shrva, and the tutelary deity of the Giekwar family. 
Thii waa aecoedingiy performed, and Futteb Siag remaiiked ia tht Deccan, and it waa not 
until the iutcfferepce id Cbe BritubOoTenment that this youss man was bronght into Quacrat, 
with the view ci taking a than in the admniistntiou fd hia &mUy^i eonecmi. 

PKvioua, however, to hie estimnce into boauwsa, and also previoiw to hia marriage, it waa 
thought an indispeuahle act that he ahould be redeemed fiom the god, by distribufing to Che 
priests ae equivakut to his wogfat U sihcr and g^ The eennosy ia called Tula, (s) and 
WM performed at s psgods of KuiMkbs'a in the neighboorikood of Baroda, some abort time 
before fata marriage. Until thia rsdemptiou is eflbcted, the object ia auppoaed not to be able 
to perform any dvil duty. 

<•) a tia ummJ Mm Iw ISk iinaiiiy,-** valfSC, cSaHtr*" 
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Afler some time, bowerer, was given to reflection, the Jam was coonselled 
by bis friends to comply apparently, and to depart for Ddhi, accompanied by 
hie daughter, when he might evade the disgrace, save his honoor, and recover 
his country, by patting his daughter to dei^ and give oat that she died of 
sickness or iatigae during the jonmey. The plan was accordingly pot into 
eKecutton, and this conduct does not appear to have recaved the dis^proba- 
tion of the caste,-^probably it was applauded. 

The accompanying extract from Me's Koran contains farther evidence of 
the practice of Infantiade, assimilating more than in any other case mth the 
custom of the Jharejas of Kutch and Kattywar. 

This barbarity seems conflaed to the fer^e infants, os is the case with the 
Jhareja Rajpoots, and it is remarkable that the difficulty of {H'ovidii^ for them 
in marrisge, or the apprehension of U>eir conduct diigradng their parents, is 
assigned in both cases as the cause of this inhuman coitom. 

The existence of the custom of In&nticide has now been traced to almost 
every nation, scarcely any appearing to have been exempt fi^m the reproach; 
and one benefit which has resulted to mankind from the success of Mahomed's 
imposture has been the relinquishment of so inhuman a practice amongst bis 
numerous followers. 

(Signed) A. Walksb, 

Barodof \6th Monk 1808. Resident. 


Bztraet from SAts’s ATofoa, Prdimittary Ducottrtef pagt 174, EditM 1801, 

hy T. Maidsh Shbebournb Laxb. 

The law of Mahomed also put a stop to the inhuman custom which had 
been long practised by Pagan* Arabs, of burying their daughters alive, lest 
they should be reduced to poverty in providing for them, or else to avoid the 
displeasure and disgrace which would follow if they should happen to be made 
captives, or to become scandalous by their behaviour; the birth of a daughter 
being for these reasons reckoned a great misfortune, and the death of one as 
great a happiness. The manner of their doing this is diSereotly related. 
Some say, that when an Arab bad a daughter bom, if he intended to bring 
her up he sent her, clothed in a garment of wool or hair, to keep camels or 
sheep in the desert; but if he designed to put her to death, he let her live 
till she became «x years old, and then said to her mother, “ Perfume 
her and adorn her, that I may carry her to her mothers *’; which being 
done, the fktber led her to a well, or a pit dug ffir that purpose, and, 
having bid her to look down into it, pushed her in headlong as he stood 
behind, and then, filling up the pit, levelled it with the rest of the ground. 
But others say, that when a woman was ready to fall in labour, they 
dug a pit, on the brink whereof she was to be delivesed; and if the child ha]> 
pened to be a daughter they threw it into the pit, but if a son they saved it 
alive. This custom, though not observed by all the Arabs in general, was 
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yet Tery common among fle?eral of their tribefli and particularly those of 
Kordsb and Kendeh, the former naing to bury their Vao^ters alive in Mount 
Ahn Dalama, n^ir Mecca. In the time of ignorance, while they used this 
method to get rid of their daughters, Sasaa, grasdihther to the celebrated 
poet A1 Farazdik, frequency redeemed female children from death, giving for 
every one two ahe-cwels big with young, and a be-camel ,* and hereto A1 
FarazdaL alluded when, vaunting himself before one of the KWift of the ftmily 
of Meya, he said, I am the son of the giver of life to the dead '*; for which 
expression, being censured, he excused himself by alleging the following 
words of the Koran: He who saved a soul alive shall be as if he had saved 
the lives of all mankind/* The Arabs in the murdering of their children were 
&r from being singular, the practice of exposing infants and putting them to 
death being so common among the ancients that it is remarked as a thing very 
extraordinary in the Egyptians that they brought up all their children; and 
by the laws of Lycnrgus no child was allowed to be brought up without the 
approbation of public officers. At (his day, it is said, in China the poorer 
sort of people frequently put their children, the females especially, to death 
with impuni^. 

This wicked practice is condemned by the Koran in several passages, one 
of which, as some commentators judge, may also condemn another custom of 
the Arabians altogether aa wicked, and as common among other nations of 
old, viz. the sacrificing of their children to thw idols, as was frequently done, 
in particular in satisfaction of a vow they used to make, that if they bao a 
certain number of sons born they would offer one of them in sacrifice. 


APPENDIX No. 1 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walksb to Sookdbiube 
Sbwjbb, dated Camp at Oootoo, I3tA Sq>temier 1807. 

Another indispensable article is the relinquishment of the custom of Female 
lufimticide. 

This is a conce86i(Mi to the Company. It is necessary, to ensure their regard, 
and will render the character of Jehajee iUustrioos for abolishing a practice 
which all civilised people so strongly condemn. 
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APPENDIX No* 2 TO THE FOBEOOIN6 REPORT. 

Extract frm a Litter from SooifoniRi Sxwjn ic lAeutenant Colonel 

A. Walkib, dated the 20<A Slumber 1807« 

. The etate of alEiire here is, thatbavuig bad an interview with Jehajee 
Thakoor, eome time elapsed in making him acquainted with my message. 
By his answer it appeared that the relinquishment of Infiuiticide will not 
compose au article of the Fuel Zamuif bat be will give a separate wilting to 
this effect into my hand^^'* Provided yon will came the village which Babajee 
has taken to be restored^ when yon leave the country to go to Baroda; then 
my consent to the relinquishment of In&ntidde is given.” 


APPENDIX No. 3 TO THE FOREGOINO REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from lAeutenani Colonel A. Walkbr to Soondbiusb 

SflWJBB, dated the 20tA Sepiemher 1807. 

In respect to the Thakoor Jehajee, I am very sorry to observe that the full 
assurances which I gave you and Bhanjee Mehta have been lost: I did not 
expect the objections which have been made, and all the trouble which 1 have 
taken may now prove fruitless. 

The relinquishment of the custom of Infanticide must be unconditional; it 
must be clear, and from the heart, and without any reservation. The ad* 
vantages to the Raja would be many besides those arising from humanity, 
from religion, and from the natuial affection of parents to children. It will 
ensure him the friendship and favour of the Company's Government 

The Thakoor must not expect the friendship of the Company if he continues 
this practice, and nothing will be ceded on this point to induce him. It must 
be relinquished as the only terms on which the Honorable Company's &Tour 
and friendship can be obtained, but there is no objection to the engagement 
to relinquish it bmng expessed in a separate paper. 

Since writing the above, I have recrived yonr second note, but its contents 
cause no alteration in the sentiments I have above written; further, that you 
may tell the Raja that 1 do not know how the Honorable Company can 
become Bhandaree for any civil obligation of men who appear to dimgard 
the most sacred of all oblif^tions, that of potection of oSipring. 
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APPENDIX No. 4 TO THE POXEGOING BEPOBT. 

Tramlatim of a iMter Jtim Sookobbjbb Sbw/bb 0 ZdattaiaU Cohn«l 

A. Walbbi, dated tlu 20tA Septewiber 1807» 

After compKments.—I reUted this morning the conimatzon I htd jester* 
day with the Thakoor Jehajee, with which you will htTe bmme acquainted. 
At present the mother of the Thakoor, with the brethren of the Raja, ha?ing 
assembled, they represented that the relinquishment of Female Influiticide 
will be agreed to by os according to the conditions to which Rao Baheb of 
Kutch and Jam Saheb may agree; before them nothing will be concluded 
by ns.'* 

If Major Walker should cause the TiUage taken by Babajee to be restored, 
it is Well, ** otherwise be is a fm agent; but according to (he adjustment which 
the Rao and the Jam may make not to commit In&nticide, we wUl agree/^ 


APPENDIX No. 5 TO THE FOEEGOINQ REPORT. 

Hxfraet from a £e(Ur frvm JsAMMtA Jbbajbb, of Moorvee, 0 Lieulenani 
Cobnel A. WalaaB, dated tie 21<t Septmber 1807. 

You hare often urged me to adopt some course to preserve my dau^te^^, 
and I am convinced yon look upon me as yonr own when you desire me to do 
this; but the Jbarejas have from ancient times killed their daughters, and I 
cannot set a new example first 

I am much annoyed by Mallia: if, therefore, yon reduce Mallia, and keep rt 
subject to the Company, or give it to me, as well as restore Hanlla,^if you 
should favour me so much, my present distress will be removed, and I will 
meet your wishes in preserving my daughters. This is my petition. 


APPENDIX No. 6 TO THE FOBEGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soohdsbjbb Swwjm 0 Lieutenant Colonel 

A. Walub, dated ibe 22ad Sepiemher 1807. 

Having arrived at Moorvee, and had an interview with the R^a until I 
saw that no clear answer could be obtained, without threats; zmtwkhstanding 
that accordu^ to the best of my ability.I used both soothing and warm 
language, yet I grasped the wind, and nothing but dregs remsined in the 
cup. The iirangemeut respecting the children in particular appeared 
helpless. 
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APPENDIX Ho. 7 TO THE FOBEGOINO REPORT. 

Extract frm a letter fnm Soohbiubs Sbwjss to LiButenant Cohncl 

A, Walbbb, dated the 23rd September 1607. 

I y€6terdfty wroU tho porticolan of my interriew with the Thakoor, and 
bis refusal to relmqaiab lofimticide. 

Afiairs are thus, that vbat 1 yetterday wrote is still the language of to-day; 
therefore ihTOur me with an answer to ycatarday’s^ and the present communi¬ 
cation, for to wait longer without effect would be discreditable ; but I am 
subject to orders. 


APPENDIX No. 6 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter frtm Lieutenant Colonel A. Walkeb to Soondbiubb 

Sbwjbb, dated the 23rd September 1607. 

Your notes of yesterday and t^ay are both received and understood. I 
delayed to answer the first in expectation of the second. I have now tlie 
pleasure to send you two letters, one to the Raja and one to his mother: that 
to the Raja being delivered first, obeerre what effect it has, and then, if you 
think it will prove of any use, ddiver the other to his mother. 

If this should induce any alteration in the Raja’s mind, you will of course 
make the most of it; but if it does not, we can only regret that our efforts 
should be unattended with the effect we wished. 

It will, however, be still proper to keep open the gate, so that this business 
may be hereafter effected; and you may ^erefore surest to the B^a the 
propriety of answering my letter in terms of frieodship with this view. 


APPENDIX No. 9 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter to the'Ruk.ox Hocbtbb, doted tke 23rd Aptmier 1807. 

I have learnt with much dksatisftction fri>m the respectable Soondeijee 
Sewjee, that notwithstazKliog the assurances which I have given him and 
Bhanjee Mehta, you efiU coaUnue to perrist in refusing to contract an engage¬ 
ment to reUnquish Female In&nticide. 

If the ctfetetn is a bad one, it camot require any pmon’s example to leave 
H off $ if it is a good one, no person’s example ought to be sufficient to cause 
its abolishment 

But ii is nniveratUy allowed to be unnatural, and agmust yoor religion; and 
the objections you urge agaiost it are unbecomic^ your rank and situarion. 
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The friendship and faronr of the Company can only be procured by leaving 
off a practice to contrary to the usage of mankind. 

I am wed dispjeed to serve you, but my support to you most depend on 
yours to the cause of humanity. 

On this subject, and on the adjustment of your future Jumma, hear the 


advice of Soondeijee, to whom I have comnnuucated my fffrrtfr rp 


APPENDIX No. 10 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Letter frM Lieutenant Colonel A. Walsbs to the Mother 0/Jhaubta 
jEHAiBS, of Moarveey dated the 23rd September 1807. 

After compliments.—The army being in the neighbourhood of Moorvee, I 
have unavoidably learnt a number of circumstances, and I have heard of your 
wisdom and prudence with great pleasure. 

The Sirkar it very anxious that the very cruel custom of Female Inftnticide 
should be abolished by your advice and assistance. Do you, therefore, by 
every meens in your power endeavour to persuade your son to desist from 
this practice. I hope you will labour in this affair, for it is very unnatural for 
a mother to allow her own offspring to be put to death. Your father and 
your mother have nursed and brought you up; wherefore, then, should it.hu.t 
you to rear up your daughters? Should you not do as I request, what 
answer can you return to your Ood ? 

Should you fully consider this basin ess, you will perfectly observe the 
impropriety of it. 

Should other castes do os the Jharejos, how could the Jhareja race exist ? 

What more can I write 7 

(Signed) A. WaIjUB, 

nesident 


APPENDIX No. 11 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soondbejbb Sewjbb to Lieutenant Colonel 

A. Walker, dated the 24A September 1607. 

Your kind letter with its two enclosures, with which you fovoured me, 
arrived iu proper time. They were both delivered. After four boon bad 
elapsed, the Tbakoor came to my quarters, and appeared very submissive; but 
although I pushed the point as for as possible, be never consented to abandon 
the practice of Infonticide, but he said thus much, ** that whatever the Jam 
may conclude in this business, it has also my consent Before that I cannot 
engage for anything, therefore let this subject be dropped; but the Compeny 
are powerful.’’ 
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APPENDIX No. 12 TO THE FOREGOINO REPORT. . 

tetter from lieutenant Colonel A. Walue to Soohebbjsb Sxwjbb, dated 

tlte 24tk a^tember 1807. 

I hare received jrov letter, atid 1 esdentaod He contente; but to-day being 
VfiUeepnd,* which ii an unlucky day, I therefore am unable to write a parti¬ 
cular anewer until to-morrow. I beg you to wait Still I reqaeat you will not 
slacken your eodearonri until you hate accompliehed the point of obtaining a 
renunmtion of In&nticide. * 

This olyeet ii for the goo4 of Thakoor J^jee, and your reputation will be 
increased in the o[^oii of Mr. Duncan by gainii^ it 

(Signed) A. Walsbb, 

Resident 


APPENDIX No. 13 TO THE FOREGOINO REPORT. 

JVm Jhabbja Jxbajo, Afoorew, to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walieu, dated 

the 24th September ] 807. 

After compliments.--Your letter, Sir, I have rewred, in which is written to 
rear up and protect our daughters: hut the circumstances of this case are, that 
from time immemorial the Jharejas hare nerer reared their daughters, nor can 
it now be the ease. Thia is my petition. 

My situation and circumstances are all known to you, Sir; and I now with 
folded arms make my petition, that if, Sir, you will continue to observe the 
same course of favour towards me, as you have hitherto done, I may then 
hope to secure my rads, and to meet the demands upon me. I have agreed 
to a sum of Jummabundee even beyond my actual means, and let your proteo 
tion so extend that I may be able still to walk with rectitude, and be able to 
pay my dues. 


JFhm the Mother of JnHAiu to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walkbb. 

Your letter has been received, and its contents understood. You have called 
upon Kooer J^jee to rear up his daughters: but it is so, that for many 
years past none of the Jbareja tribea have ever reared their female offspring. 
Furtlw particulars of this concern you will learn from Kooer Jehajee's 
writing, and you must excuse him on ^s score, as Kooer Jehajee has attach¬ 
ed himself to you* Let his Jummabundee be so settled that his credit will be 
preserved. 

• ITittespsA ss nahtkf dsf is Um Hindoo ctisadv, is eoMsqusaoe of whicli the ofleer 
the Oaskwv troops did aol corns to cup. 
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APPENDIX No. M TO THE POBEGOING BEPOBT. 

Eilract from a Letter from Liaiemat Coionel A. Walker to Sooxdir;sb 

Sew/o, dated (Me September 1807. 

Sboald RHjrtbiog wear t favouraUe appearance, I request you will let me 
know; the former and strong aversion to renounce Infazfticide appears now 
to be leu. Do you on this account keep Thakoor Jehijee assured of my 
friendaliip. 


% 

APPENDIX No. IS TO THE POREOOtNQ EEPORT. 

Estrael from a Letter from lAeuimaet Cobmel A. Walkbr to SooNDtam 

Sbwjsb, doted tke 2Sti September 1807. 

I have received your note, and understood its cootCDta ; but I request yuu 
will again take the trouble to eiplain to the Raja Jehajee my concern at the 
difficulty which appears to exist to pemiode him, and the obduracy with which 
he resists every argument to relinquish the practice of Female Infttniicide. 

What can induce the Honorable Company to make such eflbrta, and what 
can induce me to request from you the utmost exertion of your abilities in this 
respect, except the cause of humanity, and the desire of the Honorrule 
Company to put a stop to a practice which will redound to the advantage *iad 
credit of the Raja Jehajee ? 


APPENDIX No. 16 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Sookdwes Sewjbb to Lieettmi Cohnel 
A. Walkbb, dated the 26tl September 1807. 

Your letters of the third and second days past have been received,—the 
second at about 8 o'clock at night, when the Tbikoor was with me, who saw 
the peon. Before I received this letter, 1 had been engaged in strong 
conversation with the Thakoor, but without effect The difficulty still 
remains, and this practice will not be rdinqmsbed by the Thakoor Jehajee. 

Whatever the Jam agrees to, I will,” whk^ 1 before reported,—the same is 
still dwelt upon. What was communicated by you, saying that should the 
Thakoor agree to relinquish the practice of Idintidde it would be a source of 
advantige to him, and the cause of increase of reputation to me in the opinion 
of Hr. Duncan: but, Sir, your aerrant has come to Moorvee solely on the 
Hononble Company's account; and ia whatever he may attempt, he is not 
that person who will not exert his best ability. Other business )iu arrived at 
a point of conclusion, but to the la&nticidc relmquisbmeDt consent is not 
A9q 
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procurable, and my further deteaCioa here is unoeceseary: but aa you say 
that owing to the rain the Dewanjee had not arrived, but that I should 
receive an answer to-day, I accordingly await its arrival; pray favour me with 
it before the close of the day. 

If the relinquishment of Infiwticide is a question assuredly to be effected 
by the Company, its accomplishment most be effected by force, which would 
he but advisable and proper: but in future, whatever is your (deasnre, I am 
your servant, and your orderi, whatever they may be, will be conformed to. 


APPENDIX No. 17 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Jaansia Jehajib, daUd t/u 2ltt Octoher 1807. 

After compliments.—From motives of friendship the Honorable Company 
are ui^ng me to preserve my daughters. To this I agree, if the Nowanuggur 
and Oondul Chiefii agree: if they do not preserve theirs, I will not do it. 


APPENDIX No. 18 TO TUE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From LwUenant Cohmel A. Walxeb to Tvrmt Madomsi), dated tke 2ith 

September 1807. 

After compliments.—It is now a long Ume since I had the pleasure of 
hearing from you : it is proper that, in contradiction to the past, you should 
favour me with friendly letters. 

The object of my present writing to you is to disclose a plan which the 
Honorable Company are very desirous of seeing adopted, and which would 
redound to your credit and honour. 

It is known to you that the tribe of Jhareja Rajpoots, who are very numer* 
ous in the country of Kutch, do not rear their female offspring, but, under the 
blind influence of prejudice, suffer their female iofsnts to be destroyed in their 
childhood. 

This pracdce is no less contrary to the laws of the Gospel than it is to the 
precepts of the Koran; and it is also equally and fully prohibited in the Sbas« 
iere and ordinances of the Hindoos, which the Jbarejas ought to respect. 

Then you will observe that uo motive of ambition, interest, or advantage can 
prompt the Honorable Company to wish to see a practice so contrary to every 
law abolished. 

Their desire in this respect can arise solely from humanity, and a wish to 
inspire the tribe of Jharejas with that affection for their female offspring which 
parents ought to possess. 
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But what argument can be otteesary to pro?e to you the advantage 
and credit which will attend your co-operatiog in thb useful and humane 
attempt, to which you are invited by every consideratioa of humanity aud 
religion ? 

Your effectual aid and aaustance in this respect will secure the respect and 
consideration of all persons, and I feel a confidence that ^ou will exert your 
best endeavours. 

Accordingly, as His Highneim lUo Saheb is the senior of all the tiibes of 
Jhorejas, it is highiy probable that all this tribe will not heMtate to follow an 
example th^ is set them by the head of (he family, especially as they do not 
appear averse to it in other respeiHs, and some of them have laudably bi'okcn 
through the custom. 

To make this custom, however, universal, it requires that it should be for¬ 
mally renounced, and that the separate independent heads of the Jharrja 
family should give some public document of its abolition. 

1 have tlierefure written upon this occasion a letter to His Highness Hao 
Saheb, and trust that his answer may be in conformity to the above, and 
be productive of the very desirable result of terminating the practice of 
Infanticide. 


Copy of a Letter Jrom LieMUnant Colonel A. Walkbu to ItAO SAUun, Uaja 

of Kuich, dated the 3rd October 1807. 

After compliments.—In these partf it is represented that all is well: gratify 
me by writing me accounts of your welfare, and in the terms of friendship ihat 
subsist between you and the Honorable Company. 

J ust now, whatever is most profitable to your interest, and to the welbre of 
your family and race, in the opinion of the Honorable Company, has been 
written to Futteh Maliomed, and that respectable and worthy person will dis* 
close the whole to you fur your consideration. I am satisfied Uiat you will 
reply conformably to the wishes of the Honorable Company's Uoverumeui, 
and friendsliTp will from this cause be much increased. 


From Futteh Mahomed Jemadar to Ueutenaitt Colonel A. Walker, 
mthout date, received oa the 21st Ottober 18U7. 

After compliments, and recapitolatiog the contents of Major Walker’s 
letter to him, which he states havii^ received at a fortunate moment, and that 
it afforded him much pleasure, it proceeds,*^ 

It is notorious that since the Avatar of Shree Krishn, these people (the 
Jharejas), who are descended from the Jadows, have during a period of 4,900 
years been in the habit of killing their daughters, and it has no doubt reached 
your knowledge that all of God's creation, even the mighty Emperors of 
llindoostan,—>Sbah Jeban, Aurungzebe, and Akbar, who have successively 
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feigned in HindoostAa,^ho«e of Khoruan end Irut aod iht Ruju of the four 
quarters of Hindoostao, besides all others the ccKtdactors of the affairs of this 
worid, who have existed from time to time, have alwajs preserved friend* 
ship with this court, and never acted in this respect (Female loianticide) 
unreascmably. 

Kven tlie King of the WorM, who is protected by God! the King of lioom, 
descended from a tong line of illustrious ancestors, who have reigned over that 
country from the earliest times, and in whose dominions is situated the 
inestimable and glorious Mecca, never once thought of putting a stop to the 
custom which prevails aroongithe Jharejas of killing their daughters; but, on 
the contrary, has preserved friendship at 111 times with this Durbar; and 
merchants possessing lakbs of wealth, belonging to his country, reside here, 
and people of equal wealth of this country are there; but be never once 
uttered anything on this subject 

But you, who follow the paths of the King, and who are an Ameer of the great 
Sirkar, the Honorable Company, having written me on this subject, 1 have 
derived much uDeasjDeas; for it does not accord with yoor good character. 

You should reflect, that though the aothority of many Kings and Rajas, the 
King of Room excepted, has decayed or passed into tlie hands of others, still 
tlic government of tliis country has remained unmoved from tlie period of the 
Avatar of Krishn till this day, and tliie country contains so many brothers of 
one heart, descended from a common parent, as is not to be found in any other 
quarter; but they have not to this day departed from the habits of Female 
Infanticide. They have, however, approved of two good €U8toms,~lst, in this 
country, neither birds nor animals are killed, goals excepted, and but few even 
cat them ; and charitable places for Pakeers going and coming from Mecca, 
and Hindoos performing pilgrimages, are so strongly planted that they suffer 
no annoyance. 

This Durbar has always maintained friendship beyond bounds with the Sirkar 
of the Honorable Company ; and notwithstanding this, since you have acted 
so unreasonably in this respect, I am much distressed. 

God is the giver, and God is the taker away : if any one’s affairs go to ruin, 
he must attribute his fortune to God! No one has until tins day wantonly 
quarrelled with this Durbar, who has not in Uic end suffered Joss. This 
Durbar wishes no one ill, nor has ever wantonly quarrelled with any one. 
Everytlilog that may hap^ is from God,—1 bow obedient! Do not again 
address me on this subject* 


Frcm lieutenant Colonel A. Walxes to Futtbh Mahomed, dated the 9th 

January 1808^ 

The Ilonortble Comptny’s Coveminent, impresMd with horror at the 
iiihiimaii practice of Female liifonlicide, iiiexiateuce among the Jlureja tribe, 
wu induced to take measures to put a stop to it. ' 
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The dpfllgni of great oieii are always ro concordance with the secret will of 
the Difinity^aiui that secret assistance of the Omnipotent whichi praise to His 
name ! always attends the victorious standard of the army of the Honorable 
Company, has in this instance, in a short period, crowned the wishes of their 
Government with success, and extended and confirmed their reputation for 
humanity. 

The fame of the great character which you bear in tlie country of Kutch for 
humanity, and your love of juatice, has not remained a secret to me. Do you, 
my friend, put a stop to the custom of Infanticide in Kutch, and you will per¬ 
petuate that name by an act which will ever be»remembered with delight, aT\d 
be assured the reward of so good an action will await you in the other world, 
f am fully satisfied that you will exert your utmost influence to do away this 
horrid practice, and tliereby entitle yourself to the gratitude of your fellow 
mortals, and the most perfect bliss in tlie next world; for the Almighty has 
bestowed on you the power to do this. 

I have beard that all the Jharejas who have became converts to Islamism 
have renounced this practice. True it is Uiat it is contrary )o the dictates of 
Mahomed and the religion of Jesus Christ, as well as the sayings of tlic 
Pooraiis and Shatters of the Hindoos; indeed it is, according to all these, the 
most heinous crime and sin. 

I feel a strong desire to write you much at length on this subject, but to 
the wise a hint is enough. • 

My friendship requires roe to desire you always to write me account of 
your welfare, and of the advancement you may make in the attainment of 
the object of my present letter. 


From Fottbh Mabombd Jxmabar to UouienoMt CoIomI A. Walxbr, 

witkout date. 

Your other letter is expressive of the grief of the Honorable Company on 
account of the horrid practice of Female In&ntidde among the Jharejas, and 
stating that you would derive much pleasure from the abolition of this custom, 
which you have urged on account of the inendship which subsists between this 
Sirkar and the Company, and supported by several arguments well com¬ 
posed, from the perusal of all which I have derived much pleasure. 

The reputation of your Government and of mine are now long established, 
and this is known to the whole world, and, God be praised! it will daily 
increase. 

Previous to this I wrote you on the subject of Female Infiuitlcide, and from 
that you must have learned everythii^. ^at can I now eay on this subject, 
for this custom has prevailed for five thousand yean, smee the incarnation of 
Krishna, and thus it has been, snd is now practised ? This is not a practice 
confined to a few, that it can be dispensed with. Every one, also, who wislies 
to nourish bis daughters is at full liberty, and he who wishes to kill them at 
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their UrUi haa fuU powers so to do. In this worid, Done of the kings of the 
seven countries occupying the four quarters of the worid, or the Kings of 
Arabia and Azum, who have re^ed io this worid, have ever written on this 
subject, but, on the contrary, have always preserved the connections of fnend- 
ship, and this Oovemment has with these kings and rulers always maintained 
amity, which I also preserve; and it is not fit, with true friends such as we 
are, constantly, on this subject, to create any ground of uneasiness. 

It is the decree of Heaven, God the merciful,—the Kir^ of the two Worlds 
be praised!—every oneis pleased with his own fiuth. On this account, and as 
the Jharejas are the relationa and brothers of Maha Rao Saheb, and I am an 
adherent of hit Durbar, it is not proper for me to say anything on the subject 
to tlie Jharejas, and it would not have effect, nor ever will. 

Therefore, this business excepted, I beg you will write me on any otlier, 
that I may, from performing it, show to you my regard, from which we will 
derive mutual advantages; and to say more than this to a person of your 
wisdom would be as foolish as to teach knowledge to Lokman.* 


APPENDIX No. 19 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Jhabua Dadajbs, CUrf iff Rajkot 

Many of the Jharqas of Kutch preserve their daughters, and previous 
to the birth of a child, the &ther, if he wishes to preserve his daughter# 
signifies such a wish, and bis will is invariably obeyed; if the mother wishes, 
and the &ther is averse to preserve his daughter, it is killed. Exceptions to 
this take place now and then, when the motlier has great influence over the 
&ther. 

When the daughters are killed, they are almost invariably put to death 
immediately after their birth. 

On the birth of a daughter, the mothers generally never apprise the father, 
but put it to death at once. 

Daughters, when put to death, are always buried in the state in which they 
were boro, without undergoing any purification, or being wrapped in any cloth. 

Dadajee has a daughter alive. He states, however, tliat he expressed a 
wish to preserve it previous to its birth. 

Some Jharejas preserve their daughters that may be boro within the space 
of six months after the death of a Chief. Though this is little observed, it is 
sriU reckoned proper ; but he says the avarice or other passions of the parents 
make them disregard this practice. 

Dad^ee says there is no uniform mode of killing the infants: someUmet 
they terminate their short Ufe by opium ; sometimes by placing the navel 


* A cekbnted Peraiss ph)'$mui, hman bii knowledge. 
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Btriog OQ their mouth, uid inffoc&tmg them. Dmlajee, oo beiog interrogated oe 
to any other mode, eeke in reply, "What difficulty ie there in blasting a 
flower?” 

Sadajee obeen^es there is no im{Mopriety in Jharejas preseiring their^ 
daughters. Sometimes the mothers, if there are no female attendants, kill their 
iofants themselves; but, in general, women of station never perform this 
unnatural office. 

Dadajee, in allusion to this subject, and as descriptive of the motives for 
Infanticide, states that in Kattywar and Hallar the Rehbarcss or goatherds 
allow their male kids to die when there are many of'them brought forth, and 
the Charuns follow the same practice with their male buffaloes; both being 
reckoned unproductive in a country where little flesh is consumed, and the 
only profit that arises from these animab is from their milk. 

In regard to the origin of the custom of lutoticide, Jhareja Dadajee related 
the story of the Raja and his beautiful daughter; but although he did not 
appear to put much confidmice in the truth of this story, Dadajee could give 
no other account of the origin of the practice. He says that his race at one 
time occupied a country on the other side of Sind, and that, being suddenly 
surrounded with Mahomed an s, they were necessitated to kill their daughters, 
not being able to provide them with husbands; and that the custom, which had 
ita origin in a desire to preserve their caste, has been maintained in conse* 
quence of its favouring the Wvaricious motives of some, but, in general, without 
any motive at all further than that of following a custom of the tribe. 

Dadajee further states Persia to be the country which tradition assignecl the 
Jharejas as their residence, and that the word Jam is derived from Jauzihed, 
the name of a famous Persian monarch. * 

Soonderjee Sewjee states that all the Jharejas in Kuteb kill their daughters; 
but he is not acquainted with the particular mode in which they do it Others 
have reported that they place the navel string on their mouth, or give them 
opium. 

He thinks that it is not customary to report the birth and death of a 
daughter to the father. 

The Jharejas of Kutch marry into all the Rajpoot families of Guxerat, of 
Tburr and Parkur. He states that they never many their slaves, and that 
when they keep them as Rakhelees, or mUtresses, ^st they dlow them a 
separate boose, even though the Jhareja be not married. 

Soondeijee's Moonshee, who is a native of Sind, states that in this country 
the custom of Female In&oticide has been relinquished by all except a tribe 
of Mahomedtns named Kolhora. This is not a very numerous tribe; the 
Sovereigns of Kutch formerly belonged to it 
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APPENDIX No. 20 TU THE FOBEOOINO BEPORT. 







List of Jkargoi, incMing Bhyod not ipmjieaiiy wmtioned, who havt 

renounced In/antieide, 


TilookM or VJiltgM. 


Kotftn Sftngaoer. 

Moome. 

lUjkoi. 

Nowtiiuggur. 

fiirdhar. 

Oondul. 

Dehrol. 

Kunun. 

JallU. 

narmuteni. 

KoUree. 

Ambft. 

Lodek«. 

PmI. 

Goureedur. 

RoUru. 

Wudftlee. 

Veerwft, 

Gudka. 

Sbftpoor. 

RvilpKealce. 


Jhtre^ Dooft&jee and Kooer SutUjee 
Jhwc^ JehajM 

JhtKi* Runmu^ee ftnd Rooer l^k^ee 

Jam Jomjee. .. * . 

Jbarq» lUnunoljee, bj the of Kooe 

Verajee 

Jharoja Vtutjet, and Kooer Nutboojee 
Jherrje Bopnt 6mg .. 

Jherr^e lloteejre . 

JhtrejA Sutt^oe 

JbAfc^e Kheogtrjee 

Jh^re^ Johajee . • 

*J)ure^ lUznain^ee .. 

JbarejA Kheeniajee 
Jhare^a Dewajee 

JbarejA Morjee . 

Jbtr^e PoiM^ee . 

Jhar^a Kban^ee 
Jhart^a Tnmuljee 
Jbare^ fOtanjee tod Bbaojee 
Jbanja Haiaing 

^Jbartju Raoiee aod Uodoojee 
*Jbare^ Pbo^Mjee 
Jbtreia Sallejuljee 

Jhare]a Bael^ . 

Jhar^ Jqee Raeanjee 
^Jbare^ RanaiDpee .. 

Jbareja Ma^roojee aod Kooer Onjee.. 

Jbareja Bnnajee . 

Jbareja Samatjee • • 

‘Jbareja Pboolajea •. 

Jbar^a Dadajre . 

Jharm Sooujee 
_Jb*r^ Uiuuojee 
Jhar^aa Pnnjee and Waoee.. 

Jhareia Soomiee 
’‘Jbar^ Kana Mo<^oo.. 

Jbareja Sana Mota. 

Jbar^ Xana Hook^ea 
Jbareja Kana Bokajee 
Jbar^ Kana PucbMjee 
Jbarna Rum Kutboowe 
"Kooer Sdlajee. 

Kana Siitaunjee and Kooer BiUakft Jftwu. 


Drappai 


Rajpoor ; the Bhjad of Ko 
Ura Saoganee. 

Barwa. 

Mengoee. 

Seeaang. 

Dedee Molee. 

Knrec and Yeerpoor. 


Saiodnr Wcnrree. 


(Signett) A. Walksb, 

Retident. 
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M 6 H 0 .~/» the month of January 1608, the /oUmobig Sngaycmni 
ayaimf Infanticide u>ae obtained By X$ieufenant Colonel A. 
Walebr from the Jdarua Jbtwa Chtbps in^Xattyufor^ 

Enyayanent patted by Jhaewa Hatbrbjbb and Kooift Bojbajssi, of 
Taloeka Kotra Satyanee, to Shhsbbunt RowabhrA Seka Krab Khil 
Srumshbre Baradoor aad tie Honoraiilb Compart, dated Pousb 
Sboodh 5iAp Samvut 1864 f'A. Z). 4ih January 1806 J, 

From th« commeocemeot it was a custom m«oar Jhareja casta not to presenre 
the hrss of daughters. On tfiis both GoTemmenta, after expounding tlie 
Shaster on this subject, and pointii^out to us the wap of the Hindoo religion, 
stated that it b written in the Brumhu Vywurtuk Pooran,** (a sacred work,) 
that whoever commiU this act, his sin is great; that is, it is equal to “ Ourbhu 
Hutya,**(the killing of an inftnt in the womb,) and Brumhu Hutya,'* (the killing 
of a Brahmin,) so that tlie killing of 100 Brahmins is equal to killing one 
woman, and the killing of 100 women is equal to that of one child; but in this 
two sins are committed, vb. the killing of woman and child. The punishment 
written for this sin is, that he who commits it will remain in Ruvruwadik 
Kuth Soothul S urk,^ (a particular place in hell,) for as many years as there are 
hairs on the person of the said woman ; and afterwards, when he is bom again 
he would b^me a Kereet,** (leprous,) and be sul^ect to ** Puksh Ohaf 
(paralytic stroke). In this manner the Sirkar expounded the Shaster ;o us. 
In order for our own good, and out of deference to the Hindoo religion, we and 
our posterior, viz. our sons and grandsons, and our brothers and nephews, and 
all, have given this writing, binding ourselves for perpetuity, that from hence¬ 
forward we shall not do such a thing. If we do, we shall be considered of¬ 
fenders against the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste people be guilty 
of this act, and it shall come to our knowMge, we shall, after expdling him 
out of caste, punish him, as an atonement for the deed done, according to the 
Shaster and the will of the Sirkar. 

(Signed) Jhabua Hath be; ab, and 
Koobb Botbateb. 

[Notb.—7^ namer of ike Jkar^a and Jetwa Chi^e in KaUywtr who iNi- 
scribed to ike abooe Seyagement are contained in Appendix No, 20, gwcn 
in (ke preceding page.^ 

From F. Wabdir, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A* Walub, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated diet Marek 1908. 

8ib,^I have the honour to acknowledge the recei|A of your letter dated the 
15th instant (March 1808), and of its several accompaniments, and 1 am 
directed by the HonortUe the Governor in Coundi to inform you that, in 
addition to the approbation almady expressed under date the 7th of March,* 

* Vide aote to peat 022 of this Bdretioo. 

OOq 
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of the BUCceBB of your eiertions ia puttbg, it ib hoped» an efTi^tual end to the 
revolting practice of Infanticide in and throughout the Peninsula of Guaerat, 
Government have pcruaed^ with an interest commeosarate to &t extraordinary 
natUM and great importance of the aobject, the more particular details famiBhcd 
by your present address of the probable rise and progress, and the too certain 
prevalence, of tbit barbarous system amongst the Jharejas, and, in one instance 
at least, among the Jetwa Rajpoots; and whilst the Governor in Council 
cannot sufficiently commend that soUcitnde, perseveranca, and ability, to which 
is to be ascribed the procuring of the obltgaUous entered into by the several 
ChiefbuQB to abandon it, he is sunsible that it must require the vigilant and 
concurrent attention of both the Governments of the Gaek war and of the Honor* 
able Company to ensure, especially during the first year, the faithful adherence 
of the several parries to the salutary sripularioot to which they have thus been 
brought to subscribe. But the Honorable the Governor in Council relies on 
your teal, and feels assured that you wiU not hi\ to stimulate the Native 
administration at Baroda, and, through it, their officers in Kattywar, to attend 
to, and make periodical returns of the eflecU of the new system thus happily 
introduced, which, if allowed to operate, must soon become manifest in the 
number of female children that every Jharqa’s house may soon be known to 
contain; whilst, on the other band, the want of such indication will constitute 
proof sufficient of the influence of the old prejudice, aud of the disregard to 
engagements which, in the present Instance, ought not to be treated with 
much indulgence, but rather punished by a m<^enite floe, to be always 
imposed with the privity of the British Government, through you, and 
the amount of whi^ is to be applied to the relief of those among the more 
indigent classes of the Jharejas who shall be known to fulfil and adhere to tlie 
letter and spirit of their engagements; or otherwise, by the infliction of sucli 
diflereot description of penalty as the local authorities may deem the most 
impressive, and likely to ensure the attainmnit of an object so highly salutary 
and indispensable in aU respects as is the extirpation of the baneful pracrice of 
Infanticide from all the districts of Kattywar, with an ultimate view to the 
same humane object in Kuteb* 

2. You are accordingly desired to concert wiUi the Gaekwar Government 
the beet means for obtaining periodical notices of the operation of the 
obligations, making it also a rule to submit (exclusive of such intermediate 
reports as may become necessary) one general statement on the last day of 
each year, showing how &r the amended system has been acted on and 
observed, what deviations are known or suspected to have been made from its 
rule^ and what measures pursued for their enforcement; the whole to be 
accompimed with an estimate of the number of lives that may, under the 
blestthg of Divine Providence, be thus ultimately saved to the commuiuty, 

I have the honov to be, kc, 

(^igned) F. Wsansn, 

Bombay CoitUf 3 lit March 1808. Chief Secretary. 
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From Lieutenant Colonel A. Resident at Baroda^ 

To the Honorable Jokatbar Oukcar, Qoveraor in Council^ Bombay* 

DoUd 16M Dumber 1808* ^ 

IIoNOEABLS Sia»~Adverting to the Chief Secretary's letter of the 31st 
March 1808,1 have great satisfaction in submitting for y&ur information the 
accompanying copy tfid translate of a letter from Sewram Sudashew, the 
Native agent in Kattywar, with enclosure* 

2. It is little more than a month since •! desired Sewram Sudashewto 
direct his inquiries to ascertain the number of females which he might learn 
had been preserved in the Jhareja families, in consequence of the engagements 
for refraining from Infanticide; and the satisfactory nature of the information 
which he communicates from a very limited portion of the Jhsreja territory 
seems to promise that the huofiane eipectations of the Honorable Company's 
Government will not be disappointed in the result. 

3. I have also the honour to transmit another memorandum verbally 

communicated from a Jhsreja who came to Caroda from Moorvee some time 
since; and I have no doubt that subsequent inquiries will greatly extend the 
list of those lives which the interference of tlic Honorable Company's Govern¬ 
ment has saved from the early deatli to which a barbarous superstition had 
(loomed them. • 

4. When it is recollected that with strict inquiry, during my progrer*: in 
Kattywar, not more than four or five instances of daughters being preserved 
could be traced for years past, the importance of this reform will be estimated 
by tlic number which have been saved in the few months that have elapsed 
since the engagements were executed. 

3. The number of lives which are ascertained to have been preserved 
under a very limited inquiry is a decisive proof of the beneficial nature^of 
those engagements; but the effect which they have had on the minds of the 
Jharejos is probably shown in a prominent light by the circumstance of one of 
the Jharejas mentioned in the enclosure, under the * Bhyad of Dherol, being 
the same Jhareja, Jessajee of Jallia, noticed in the 92nd paragraph of my report 
of the Idth March last, who had already destroyed three daughters. 

6 . It is probably difficult to prove the fact of any female children being 

put to death; but in a country where this act has never been considered cri¬ 
minal or di^raceful, and where every person avowed it without scruple or 
componciioD, the circumstance of three In&nticides only beir^ ascertained, 
and one of these resting on report, deserves notice, as tending to prove that 
the practice is decreasing, or that public opinion now views it in a different 
light than formerly. • * 

7. For those that have been ascertained I have suggested to the Geekwar 
Government the mode of punishment which Mr. Warden's letter recommends. 

8 . I trust the information I have now the honour to forward will prove? 
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Miiftfactory, az>d afford you the pleasing hope that the horrid practice of 
Female lafluiticide may be eradicUed from Kattywar. 

I bsTe the honour to boj kc> * 




l6tA Deomier 1808. 


(Signed) A« WalkbBi 

Iteeident 


From SswRAV Scdashbw, Native Agent ta KaUytoar, (o Zieutenani Colonel 
A. Walkbu^ dated Cimp Sunoonra, the SrA December 1808. 

It is certain that the Oondul man has put his daughter to death, though no 
one wilt come forward to prore it against him. I am, however, using my 
endeavours on this point, aud when we shall hare actually detected him, Uio 
Dewanjee will, according to bis orders, take measures to fine him. 1. shall 
have the honour herealUr to send you a particular list of tliose persons who 
have respectively preserved and sacrificed their female offspring. 

, (Signed) Sbwbam Sudasubw. 


Afemorandnmfrom WirronA Dbwamjbb, eontaiHieg information relative to 
what Jnar^a Rajpoote, according to ilmr Agreement^ have preserved their 
Daughtersf and those irAosi it has been ascertainedfjrom inquiry, have put 
them to death. 

Talooba Rajkot, Aitn BnyAO. 

jhareja Dadajee has preserved his daughter, and had done so previous to 
tlie agreement on this account. She is now two years old. 

Oessajee, of Kotaria village, bat had a daughter since the ^yeement, who 
has been preserved, and is now nine months old. He has given her the name 
of Jejeeba. 

Jhareja Mooijee, of Oowreedur village. This man's wife had a female 
child prematurely bom, which died in its birth. The mother was in imminent 
danger, but she recovered. 

Kubsura. 

4 

Jhareja Rahdoojee had a daughter four months ago, which be baa pre¬ 
served. 

Jhareja Bapoojee also had a daughter six mondis since, that is now living. 

Jhareja Dessuljee, of Radhur village, has preserved his female infant, bom 
three months ago. 

DnsBOL AND Buyad. 

Jhlreja Jessajee, of Jallia village, had a daughter, which died a usturel 
death one month afWr its birth. « 

Jhareja WukUjce, of Dberol, had a daughter two and a half months since, 
%rbich is living. 
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Jhareja Makjee aad bis brother, of SoDootara Til&gei hafe each had a 
daughter, who are now nine and twd ?6 months old« . 

Jharejafiug^aramjee, of Sunoosura Tillage, has also a female child, fire 
months old. 

Jhareja Bharajee has a daughter four months old. 

Jbarqa Nuthoojee, of Sea Tillagep has preserved his daughter, who has now 
arrived at eight months of age. * . 

Jhareja Kunteijee, oQthe same Tillage, has a daughter seven months old. 

Jhareja Kursunjee, of llajepoor, preserved his daughter, ten months old. 

Jhareja Dahjee, of the same village, has a female infitnt nine months of age. 

Jhareja Dessajee, of Jabeeroo, has a daughter of seven months. 

Jhareja Jett^ee, of Jaiwoojarm; his daughter is ten months old. 

Jhareja Puttabboy, of Rodea, has a daughter of six months. 

Jhareja Veerajee, of Deenikdur; his daughter is five months old. 

Jhareja Togajee, of Dongur, has a daughter of six months. 

Jhareja Vuzoobhoy, of the same place, has a daughter of three months. 

ViLLAOB OP WniULSB. 

Jhareja Khsnjee; his son has put his female in&nt to death. 

Jhareja Nuthoojec, of Gondul, who is the legitimate son of Dewajee, tho 
lUja of Gondul, has also sacrificed the life of his daughter. T^is affirmed 
by a number of people, but no one has yet come forward to subsonUate it. 

It is also said that another Rajpoot 1^ put his daughter to death, but this 


is only a report 

FbMALB CaiLpRBK WHO UATB DSBN PRBSBBVBO. 20 

Dibd a Natural Dbate.. 2 

Put to Death ...... ... ..4 i** •••••• • 3 


Total. • 4 • 26 * 

By an inquiry of one month, the aforementioned information has been 
acquired ; hut these people are great vagabonds, and it is witli great difficulty 
that they can be discovered in putting their female issue to death. 

I have, however, taken proper measures to ascertain all lArticulsrs on this 
interesdng sulqect 

(Signed) WiTTOBA Dbwanjee. 

V^bal Cammunieotion reeeieed by Lienienant Colonel A. WALJtBi,/nnB a 

JharefOf on the lOtA Anyust 1808. 

According to the infonnation of the Jhareja Jeytajee, of Moorree, tlie 
following families have saved their daughters since the agreements for abo¬ 
lishing Infanticide 

Jhareja Mooijee, of Dherol; Janajee, of Ntgrawtr ; Raq^hoy, of Rajkot ; 
and Sethaoee, of DheroL 

These four, Jeytajee observes, hare reared their daughters, who are of his 
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tcqouatanc^; but that many others hare followed the same practice, and lliat 
it has become universal. 


From F. Waibbn, Esq., Chief Secretary to Goreniment, Bombayi 
To Lieutenant Colond A. Walub, ResideDt at Baroda. 

, Dated iAtk December 1806. 

* acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 16th instant, 

I am directed to inform you that the Honorable the Goremor in Council 
experiences a sensible satisfacUon at the prospect afforded of extirpating from 
the Peninsula of Omerat the*barbaroas and long prevalent practice of*Female 
Infanticide; and this a vigilant attention in encouraging an adherence to the 
engagements lately entered into for renouncing it, and an enforcement of the 
recommended mode of punishment against those who may still be detected in 
its commission, cannot ftil, under the blessing of Divine Providence, to achieve, 
and thus, as is trusted, to stamp an era in the history of Guzerat lastingly 
creditable to the English name and influence. 

I have tlie honour to be, Ice, 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay CaetU, 2Alh December 1808. Chief Secretary. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonateian Duncan, Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Doled 25tk Decemh(T 1H09. 

Honorable SiR,~During the recent expedition into Kattywar, I was not 
unmindful of inquiring into the success of tlie humane orrangementB intro¬ 
duced, under tlie influence of the Honorable Company’s Government, for the 
abolition of Female Infanticide among the Jhoreja Rajpoots, and I am happy 
to report that this refi)rm has completely taken root 

2. I have the honour to enclose a list of thoBe Jharejas who have pre* 
served their female children, which fell under my own direct observance. On 
my halt at Dherol, I had all those in the immediate neighbourhood, who were 
capable of attending, brought to my tent, and many were too young to be 
brought to any distance. It was extremely gratifying on this occasion to 
observe tlie triumph of nature, feeling, and parental affection over prejudice 
and a barbarous superstition, and that those who but a short period before 
would, as many of thens had done, have doomed their infants to desirucUon 
without compunction, should now ^ory in their preservation, and doat on them 
with fbndnesa. 

3. T^e whole of the instances submitted in the accompanying list have 
occurred since the execution of the engagements renouncing the practice of 
In&nticide. Among these the Honorable the Governor in Council wiU 
observe the name of the Raja of Moorvee; Kooer Dadajee of Rajkot; 
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Kooer Wulctajee of Dherol; End of several other men of rank and induence, 
whose example must have a most beneficial effect. 

4. The fist of lives which have been saved to the pommnnlty by the 
humane interference of the Company’s Government might be very considerably 
increased by extending the inquiry into the Jbareja villages; but this will be 
sufficient to show that as the preservation of female children hu now become 
general I there is no reason to doubt of the Ansi abolition of t£ii inhuman prac¬ 
tice. When once the natural emotions of parental affection have resumed their 
swayi it may reasonably be expected that this cruel and barbarous prejudice 
will ^ condemned by those who formerly most strongly supported it. 

6 . As every anecdote relative to In&ntJcide is deserving of notice^ it may 
be worthy of remark that to Kutch there is a village inhabited by Jharejos, 
who have for m^y generations abstained from the universal custom of tho 
castc^ and preserved their female offspHng. 

6 . This reformation has been produced in their manners by the influcnco 
of roligioHi and the presence of a temple of Vishnoo in their neighbourhood. 
It is unnecessary to notice, that the tenets of this sect inculcate a regard for 
animal life, and which have in this case extended their influence to the support 
of humanity. 

7. I respectfully beg leave to submit to tlie coosideration of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council a memorandum of disbursements made int^reaonts to 
those Jharejas who had preserved their daughters, and who visited me at 
Dherol. The fund whence this disbursement is to be defrayed is fropi iae 
Nuxurana exacted from the Chieftain of Gondul, and which, the Honomblo 
the Governor in Council is already apprised, included an amercement for tho 
destruction of the female infant of that Chieftain’s son. 

8 . This arrangement is in conformity to the instructions of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, and I respectfully trust it will be honoured witli their 
approval and sanction. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) A* WatXBR, 

Bastoda, 25th December 1809, llesident* 


4 * ^ 

Memorandum tpedfying tko$e Jhaar^ae who have preserved fietr Femak 
* Children. 

Talooka Dhebol. 

1, Rooer Wuktajee. 

2, Dada Abajee. 

3, Dada Jetajee, of Dherol Bhyad. 

4, Jhareja Jettajee, of Jywa. 

5, Jhareja Po<mjajee, of Leda. 

Jbareja Mukoondjee, of Sunoosura. 

7, Jhareja Mailajee, of ditto* 
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8, Jhareja Moolojee, of Roopee Anna. 

9, Jbar^a Htlajee, of Daogtir. 

10| Jhareja Maroojee» of Wagoodur* 

1 ], Jharqa Banjee, of Goole<taan> 

15, Jhareja Poebaojee, of Leala» 

13, Jhareja Doaaajee, of ditto* 

14, Jhareja Jaymuljee, of Rajpoora. 

]5, Jharqa Jogacyee, of Megpoor. 

16, Jhareja Batjee, of Veperdee. 

17, Jhareja Bbarajee; of ditto. 

18, Jbar^a Ajebjee, of Anondpoor. 

19, Jhareja HalUjee, of Ajaachera. 

20, Jhareja Doesajee, of Bajorka. 

21, Jhareja Khandajee, of Babara* 

22, Jhareja Dhooljee, of Tunole* 

23, Jhareja Jatajee, of Dagarah. 

24, Jharqa Moolojee, of Sonooeura. 

26, Jharqa Togajee, of Daogra. 

26, Jhareja Huldore, of Narejce* 

27, Jhareja Juktajee. 

28, Jharqa Jehajee, of Rajkot 

29, Kooer Dadajee, of Rajkot Bhyad. * 

30, Kooer Doaaajee, of Kotaria, Moorree* 

31, Jhareja Jeeajee, the Raja of Moorvee, a daughter just bom. 

32, Jharqa Jeeaajee, of Jallia* 

(Signed) A. Walkb, Resident. 


Xiit of PrttaUi to iho JDio^hUrs of tko Jhargao, 
Talooka Dherol and Bbtad. 


Jhareja Woktajee*.....Re. 300 

Jharqa Bawqee’s brother’s daughter •*«••••••»».••» 250 

Dada Walojee. 160 

Dada Jetajee .. «••••*«*.••••••••;•• 150 

Jharqa Mailqee .. 150 ^ 

Jhareja Poonjajee*.. 200 

Jhareja Jettqee .. 200 


Total4.4.Ra. 1,400 
(Signed) A« Walssb, Resident 

4 

{Non.—7%e rteeipt of On fortpoisiff ktter ms mhtmMgtd <m tie 6tk 
JoMmrg 1810, teilA <m vUimotioH Out Oovonment had rmd with iniertti 
and tjfmpathjf On rqnrt therein waie of the tueeeeeful progreu in the 
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nholUian of Female Infoatiddet ond that OoveAmeat enUrefy approved 
of the measurte whieh Lieuleaani Colons Waiher had adopted vUh a vieio 
to the aavancement of that Aiomm omd en&ghlened ohfoet*^ 


Memo. —On the 25th Fehrttary 1812» the folhmnp renewed En^ 
gagement againet the practice of Fernale Infanticide was obtained 
from Jav Jbssajbb* Chief of ITowanuggar 

Senewed Engagement against Infanticide entered into ig the Jam of Fbwa- 

nuggtttt on the 25th Febmarg 1812. 

Engagement pasted by Jam Jeasajeei of Nowannggur, to Shreeonunt Roo 
Shree S^a Khas Khel Shunuhere Bahadoor and Honorable East India 
Company Bahadoor^ dated Falgoon Shoodh IStb^ Somrat 1868 (a. p. 26th 
February 1812). 

From the commencement it waa a custom in our Jhareja caste not to pre* 
serve the lives of daughters. On this both Governments, after expounding the 
Shaster on this subject, and pointing out to us the way of the Hindoo religion, 
stated that it is written in the Bnimhu Vywurtuk Poormn,’* (a sacred work,) 
that whoever commits this apt, his sin is great, equal to ** Gurbhu Hutya," (kilU 
ing an infant in the womb,) and Brumhu Hutya,’* (killing a Brahmin,) so f hat 
killing a child is equal to killing 100 Brahmins; but in this act two sinf are 
committed, viz. that of killing woman and child. The punishment written 
for this sin is, that the person who commits it will remain in Ruvruwadik 
Kuth Soothul Nurk,*' (name of a particular place in hell,) for u many years 
as there are heurs on the person of the said woman, after which, when he is 
bom again, he would become a ** Koreea," (leprous,) and be subject to Puksh 
Ghat*’ (paralytic^stroke). Both Governments said this to us according to the 
Shaster, in wldch, the year Sumvut 1864 (a. p. 1808) 1, my brothers, nephews, 
&c., all the Jharejas of my Talooka, passed a writing to the Sirkar, binding 
ourselves not to kill daughters. To Inquire about this, a person lately came to na 
from the Sirkar, and we wrote a reply and sent with him. The Sirlw ^ain, in 
•the year Sumvut 1868 (a. p. 1812) required me to pass this agreement; and I 
do hereby state, that out of deference to the Hindoo religion, I and my posterity, 
viz. sons and grandsons, and my brothers and nephews, and all, bind ourselves 
in perpetuity, that henceforward we shall not do this act; if we do, we shall he 
considered ofleuders against the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste 
people commits this act, and if it shall come to our knowledge, we shall, after 
expelling him out of caste, make him answer for his sin, and according to the 
will of the Sirkar. Perpetual securities, given for the fulfilment of the above 
writing, are Bharote Meroo Mehta, of Veerumganm, and Bharote Ramdas 
Nuthoo, of Julsum, who shall be answerable for it. This is a true writing. 

51o 
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Dated Sumvui 1666, Fa2go<m ShaodA 13M Ccorresponding witA iAe 2M Fc^ 
ruarjf A, D» 1812). 

(Signed) Jam Shub Jwiju. 

We, BharoteMeroo MebU, of Veenunganm, and Bharote Ratndae Nnthoo, 
of Julsuio, Piuguna Pitlad, do hereby state, that we shall abide, and cause 
them to abide also^ by the abo?e wriUng, and we ourselves shall be anewemble 
for it. 

Mark S' of Bhaaotb Mxboo Hbrta. 


, Mark S" Bhabots RAWDAiNcTBOo. 


From Captain J. B. Cabkac, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Wabdxn, Esq., Chief Secretary, to the Qovemmeot of Bombay. 

Dated 28M Aegnet 1617. 

81 a,*—I have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, 
copy of a letter from my Assistant in Kattywar, with its enclosure, on the 
subject of Female Infiuiticide. 

2. I am not sensible of the necessity of offering any observations to the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council on the voluminous remarks of 
Captain Ballantine, particularly as the substance of the recommendations from 
that gentleman has been formerly discussed in my despatches to the honorable 
board, and received its deciMon on their present inapplicability. 

3. The register of Jharejas forwarded by my Assistant is a useful document 
for future reference, and I conclude it must be correct, from the pains taken to 
acquire the information. 

I have (he honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. Cabnac, 

Baroda, 28tk Angnst 1817. Resident. 


From Captain F. D. Bali.amtinb, Assistant Resident at Baroda, 

To Captain J. R. Carjvac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated June 1817. 

8iB,^ln conformity with the commands of the Honorable Court, and those 
of the Government of India, my attaition has been directed to obtain the 
best possible data to be procured on the humane and interesting subject of the 
Infanticide engagements contracted with the Jharejas of the peninsula by 
Colonel Walker in his first circuit in Kattywar. 

2. In handing up the accompanying complete register of all the Jharejas 
known in Kattywar, I have the satis&ctioQ to think it will be acceptable, as I 
believe it is the first paper of the kind that has yet been obtained, and the 
more especially as it will form the best basis tod data on which to watch, with 
better effect it is to be hoped, the frogreee of an mstitotion which appears to 
have excited uncommon interest and astonishment wherever its extraordinary 
history has reached and been promulgated, and at the same time the most 
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dedded AUenticoi of our GoverDinentA atfaoiae and abro*d» so as to introduce by 
erery poasiUe meant tbe beat pncticabie prohibition to tbe pmetice of the moat 
unparalleled crime, the eyttemadc murder by parents of their own children. 

3« No additional &cU are wanting to elucidate the too fatal progress of 
tbii peculiar and abominable custom; but the indisputable prooft of this 
ample document give a melancholy evidence that our measures or means have 
yet been insufficient to give all the effect and check to tlie possible secret 
commission of the crime» under inherent prejudice, so much to be desired : it 
must, on the contrary, be received as an indubitable testimony, that sixty- 
three female children saved bear no proportion Ho the probable population of 
the Jharejas in the peninsula during the long period of ten years. 

4. Indeed,! too much fear tbe object of our interferenge for the suppression 
of this singular custom has too generally failed for us to select any individual 
party for the just vengeance of Government and offended nature. 1 venture to 
repeat, that the means 1 recommended were both desirable, and eligible in many 
points of view, and, ia my humble apprehension, calculated to have obtained 
us actual instances of individual crimioality, and, no doubt, to have followed 
up with greater effect the prohibitory nature of the solemn oompacta the 
Jharejas entered into with us to discontinue the systematic murder of their 
female offspring. 

6. In regretting tbe cause for the apprehension submitted in the preceding 
paragraph, it is only neces^kry to recall to the recollection of Government that 
we have hitherto, and have still, to depend on the Native Governments *md 
authorities for the only information to be obtained, or essential attention t( the 
enforcement of the stipulations of our engagements. 1 beg to say, I conceive 
the party entitled to every considerariem and praise ; but it will hardly be 
expected that the Native Govemments have continued to view the progress 
and success of these engagements with an equal solicitude, and, therefore, 
that tbe encouragement to its officers has not been such as to answer our 
expectations. 

6. From these causes, it is possible the result of our measures has not 
been such as we might have hoped, and if tbe power to enforce has been in 
any degree lax, it may in an equal degree palliate the offence of the Jharejas, 
in many cases driven also from the better feelings of a parent by slur and 
reproach. 1 could wish to avoid, therefore, drawing the attention of Govern¬ 
ment to any particular instance, but there are some Talookas where the ffict is 
so presumptuously glaring that it is impossible to avoid observation. Instance 
the Talooka of Dr^pa, where out of a reputed number of four hundred families, 
there is not one single fomaJe child in existence; and the Talooka, as if visited 
by the just vengeance of Heaven, is at the last stage of poverty and distress. 

7. It may not be irrdevant to notice, as an anecdote elncidatory of these 
focts, that a few days ago, as the Thakoors of Drappa were compromising their 
revenues to the Peshwa with me, I took occasion to interrogate them; 
when, after a little persuasion, the elder brother replied, with the greatest 
soap JrM, that he had himself certainly murdered two daughters, but, of 
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coune, that it was petnovs to Colonel Walker^e engagemeiit5; and that 1 
should no doubt be surprised that, in the intermediate period of ten years, not 
one female child had hten bom to any of the nomeroua Bhyada. 

8. It is also worthy of obaerration, that if the practice and prejudice is 
still cherished in the sister proTince of Kutch, we may so Ic«g fear a latent pre* 
dileclion in that qotfter,—a feeling that will always, more or less, operate to the 
disod vant^ and disparagement of the humane riews of the British Government 

9« From the Tolnminous papers before me, the British Government 
seems to desire the abolition of this ungular custom with equal interest and 
solicitude ; and that, probably, through its wisdom and recommendation, the 
Honorable Court will eventually sanction the adaption of measures better 
calculated to root out the evil: for might not the expense and responsibility 
under our active supervision, I with deference submit, be with strict policy and 
justice made chargeable to the Governments who alone derive any pecuniary 
or real advantage from the country, and, of course, should be equally interested 
in the first dictates of humanity, and in the annihilatioD of customs offensive 
to all religions, and degrading to human nature in general? 

10. If it shall at any period be the policy of Government to add other 
inducements to their prohibitory engagements, I with deference conceive none 
better calculated than those recommended by you to its consideration. I 
have had the opportunity to notice what would be the feeling excited by such 
an act of magnanimity on the part of the British Government, in extending a 
pecuniary aid, to the end of dancing the daughters of the Jharejas saved to 
the community by its benign interposition. 

11. A more general or recent review, however, of the declining and unpros* 
perous state of the country in general, but more particularly affecting the 
Jhareja race, will satisfy you that we should scarcely obtain funds to the extent 
that might otherwise be expected in the enforcement of fines in cases of indi¬ 
vidual delinquency ; and that, therefore, the disbursements of gratuities to the 
full extent submitted might be objectionable, and detrimental to the public reve¬ 
nues. These gratuities might possibly, therefore, be apportioned in a degree more 
commensurate with the means to be provided, and still (I have reason to under¬ 
stand) be equally operative to the beneficial otjects to which they are directed. 

12. In the mean time, we have to awmt the ultimate decision of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council for the adoption of such measures as may 
in his wisdom be best calculated to promote the objects to which they are 
directed; tnistiog that my present confined means, adopted and incident to his 
express commaads, at my own expense and responsibility, shall have been 
productive of a result in some d^ree satisfactory, and such as to claim his 
future indulgence and consideration for the present tim^ 

I have the hononr to be, Ac. 

(Signed) F. D. BaixaNTiNB, 
Aisifitant to the Resident at Barodi. 

CuMp JJalumba I{a^f<riHtoda, 20fA June 1817. 
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A eompleU Zisi, or particular Rcffistcr^ compritinff the Ifome$t FamilU$f 
Piaect of Ahodfi, TaLoohoM, nf ail the Jhart^, in June 1817, in Xat^ 
tytear; together vith the Age and NuwAer of their Female Offepring 
taved or now living, rinee the introduction of the Infanticide arrangement 
by Lieutenant Colonel A« Wauibb, in A» D. 1807 end 1808. 





In Moorvee.ubtrejn iehuge 


Pitto 

VillAget MoDg^g to| 
MoorvM. 

Mtdenoor, of ditto. 
8umai of ditto. 
Khewtllejoo* of ditto. 
Lujyeo. 

Beewoo. 

Motaoft. 

BbelU Mot*. 

Vowd«e. 

Djeesuroo. 

lUikot. 

Villftget belonging to 
lUjkot. 

Rojkot, of ditto .... 
KoUri*, beboging tol 

lUikot. 

<iuriaur» of ditto.... 
l^adheko, of lUjkot. 
Wowroe. 

Veerw*. 

Pa*). 

Gbutgoo. 

Sbapoor*. 

PurguD* Mbgneei 
Thon, bebngingto do. 
Endoo, £tto. 
Amb*]io» ditto. 
Purgun* of R*jpo^.. 
Huomuntjtnoo, of do. 
Bhftdw*» of ditto. 
Kotedoo, of ditto. 
Veene*l» of ditto. 
PancbTul*o» of ditto.! 
Purgun* Voorpoor .. 

Kb^uryoo. 

Kur^oe. 

Kheesuroo. 

Oondol. 

Bhjad. 

Loonajwow 


Devijee, bia brother 


Rnnmdjee 


Doodajee, bi* brother.. 


DoM^ee, 

MooQee, 


ditto 

ditto 


Kbonuee 

Nttbigoe 


;D*d«co . 
Motobhoy, 


bit brother.. 


Hutteebb^ 

Naajeabboy 


Ditto .iDoittbboy 


TIetidmee or Pbee 
of Abode. 

Ko. 


Moorree. 

1 

7 je*n 

Ditto . 

1 

4 do. 

EU^kot.. 

1 

1 

1 1 

4 yetn. 

iUjkot. 

1 

3 y€tn< 

1 do. 

IKtto. 

1 

Ditto. 

1 

4 montl 

R*)poor ...... 

1 

i 

4 yetn. 

Ditto ........ 

■ 


^onpoor. 

i 

1 

2 yton. 

Ditto . 

1 

3 do. 

QonduL....... 

1 

5 yetn. 

Ditto. 

2 

Id do.* 

Ditto. 

1 

2 do. 

Ditto ........ 

1 

6 do. 


to tbc Cliief of WudwiB. 
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TAlookM. 


4 4 


Looafjwow. 

Humsunte^alloo.. 
Bibn. 

DhonjM. 

Dittp .‘ 

Ditto .. 

Drtppa. 

Nowftouggur. 
Bnrodax, of ditto .. 
Bbungort, of ditto .. 
Momukoo^ of ditto .. 
GttTKna* of ditto. 
Rhorbo, of ditto .. 
MokhiDoo, of ditto.. 

PaunchfurA 
KJiundani.«> 

Ditto . 

Khumbtroo. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Moto Modft.. 

Ditto . 

Bode... 

Hunmuntjroo. 

VunthoUee . 

KheUoo . 

Choor..... 

M^poor. 

Cbaodnlloo... 

Anondpoor. 

Veuamnoo.. • 

Sdpepefjoo* 

Munoeet. 

Moroodo. 

Tons..^. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.. 

Satodnr.. .. 

Ditto.. 

Bojpoora. 

Vanree. 

IKtto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 


NaoMioftbe PeeatL 


[Veerajee 


Kbematiee J^eebboj 
ublaioe, hia brother . 
lin^jee, ditto. 


iLadhoobbo/ .. 

Satt^joe, bij brother 
Baacgee . 


Deetuljee. 

~harm Batajm 
of jejeebboj 


B4«ii]jee» do. of Hode^ee. 
Bheenajee> ditto ditto.. 
E]jijee» do. of RuTtoee. 
Lingajeet ditto ditto 
Bboj^ee, ditto ditto 

Gujanjee. 

Ad^bbo^ . 

Megrajee. 


Deaniljee. 

Bbimjee . 

Nnthoobbor Bharanee.. 
Ua^gojee Hakabboj •. 

Jebajee. 


Natbaiee.. 
LakMt .. 
Kanoajee,. 
Kewojee 
Moonco .. 
Dew^hoj 
Dajeebboj 
Jeaaajee . 

Ditto . 
EUejajee. 


Boopnog^. 


HWlilipe « Plaee 
of Abode. 

No. 

1 

Age. 

Gondnl........ 

1 

2} yean. 

Oondnl ...... 

1 

5 

do. 

Menod.. 

g 

5 

do. 

IKtto.. • 


1 

y. A 6 a 

Ditto. 

1 

1 

do. 6 dc 

Nowanoggnr .. 

1 

2 

yeara. 

Ditto 

1 

5 

do. 

Dull. 

1 

5 

do. 

Dull. 

1 

6 

yean. 

IKtto . 

1 

11 

do. 

Doll. 

1 

6 

yean. 

Ditto . 

1 

7 

do. 

Ditto ........ 

1 

6 

do. 

Ditto ... 

1 

4 

do. 

Ditto . 

1 

6 

do. 

Uoda.. 

1 

2 

do. 

Ditto . 

1 

3 

do. 

Ditto ... 

1 

2 

do. 


1 

6 

yeara. 


1 

7 

do. 


1 

3 

do. 


1* 

20 

do. 


1 

7 

do. 

ITnldar 

1 

4 

montha. 

Haidar. 

1 

2 

yean. 

HW*. 

It 

11 

yean. 

Ditto .. 

1 

8 

do. 

Ditto. 

1 

6 

moDtba. 

Ditto 

1 

2 

yean. 

K^nm 

1 

1 

do. 

Ditto. 

1 

6 

nontba. 

IKtto. 

1 

1 

year. 

Ditto... 

1 

6 

do. 

Ditto. 

1 

1 

do. 

Ditto. 

1 

10 

do. 

Ditto 

I 

4 

montha. 

Ditto. 

1 

2 

yeara. 


* In the Bbnll Porgana, tad her hoaband it ontblt Co feed bar) tiioefoe the vetumed to 
her ibthcr’a boote. Such a cate of pof ai ty it ifMnf, and waU, no doubt, elain pubbe 

•ttentioa. Tbm are other initenm when the partite m dlt&eae ^vpealed ftir tupport, and 
■aid they mold lay their daaghten at the Si^v’e door for the purpoee. 
t Harried at Oooda). 
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TiloolcM. 


Vftiine 
Secttsg .... 
Ditto . •.. 
Ditto .». • 
ObADdlee. 
Kuflbe Dh<rol. 
Vunpone.... 

Ditto .... 
8uooo»urt .. 
Le^aloo .... 

Rojeyt. 

Khecjeryoo .. 
Meepoor .... 
SooYunpoor.. 
Kbakberdoo.. 
Bofulko .... 
Outko. 


KoDajee ... 
[Mokoondjfo. 
Hameeijae . 
IGopaljao ... 


K40M»oCtbe Pmito. 


Kmujee. 

IWoktuee. 

Btbaiee . 

IJeha/ea. 

Moonj^. 

Htmeenee . 

NafkuboOT. 

lAdoabboj . 

Barocgeo. 

Suognunjee. 

fiho^^jee and Devajce 




qp Plaea 
of Abode. 


Kaoa .... 
Bawol PaU 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Hnldore 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dittd 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DoonmsM 
lAtto 
Ditto 




No. 


Total.. 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

I 

\ 

1 

I 


63 


Afe. 


6 jean, 

1 do, 

6 do. 

2 do. 


2 jean, 

2 j. A; 6 m. 

3 yean. 

10 do. 

Il4 do. 

9 do. 

3 do. 

2 y. & 6 u. 


Famtlea aaved. 


N. B.^Thif bat it induiire of all tbe Jhareja caate in tbe peninaola. 

(Signed) F. D. Balzantinb, 

Camp BaJumbOf 20t& June 1817. AMiatant. 


From F. WAftOEif, Esq., Chief SecKtnry to Oovemment, Bombay, 

To Captain J. R. Cabnac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 19tA September 1817. 

SiB,—I am directed by the Right llooorable the Oovemor in (Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 28th of last month, with its 
accompaniments from your Assistant In Kattywar. 

The report of Captain BaUantine, whilst it affords a satisflctory proof of 
sixty'three female children having been preserved, by our interposition, ex¬ 
hibits a melancholy picture of the almost universal continuance of the horrid 
practice of Female In&nticide, to an extent little expected, after the reports 
of the success generally but inaccurately attributed to Colonel Walker's 
influence and exertions. 

It is observable that the preservation of no more than the above small 
number of children can be established throughout the Talookas specified by 
Captain Ballantine, where it is condoded the number of Jharejas must be 
very considerable, since Drappa alone contains four hundred families ; nor can 
it escape notice that the Jharejas enumerated as having preserved their female 
children have saved only one of those that must have Imo bom according to 
the ordinary course of natnre. 


Married it Qvyawv, ia Jbalswv. 
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The influence which the cession of the Peshwa's tribute from Kattywar 
will afford to the Britieh Goverament over that part of Ouzerat will, it is 
hoped, enable it to secure a more rigid adherence to the engagements of the 
Jharejas, and it is desired tliat yon will depute Captain BallaDtina^ to the 
Jbarejas, informing them of its determination to enforce the penaluu when* 
ever a breach of their engagements can be established, and to withhold its 
flirourable considehUion from those parties who fthatl eontiiioe to follow this 
inhuman custom. 

The Gopemor in Council apprehends that the Honorable Court of Directors 
will be equally disappointed when they peruse the melancholy statement of 
Captain Ballantine, and believes that it will be ready to afford any reasonable 
degree of encouragement to such of the Jbargas as may abandon the practice. 

The Governor in Council would feel the stroi^est inclination to accede to 
any plan which might tend to its suppression; but he is not aware (hat any 
can he adopted, beyond the distribution among those who shall adhere to 
their engagement of the fines which may be levied from the others, without 
incurring a very heavy expense. 

To station spies in every town or Tillage would be incurring a large outlay, 
without, perhaps, securing the object desired; and the measure of authorising 
an establishment for that purpose, with additional emoluments to the Assistant, 
would be very objectionable. 

The consideration of Captain Ballantine's plan-will, however, be resumed 
before the Governor in Council finally decides on what may be most advisable 
to be done on this subject. 

I have the hoooar to be, Ac. 

(Signed) F. WaaDSif, 

Bombay Castle, 19rA September 1817. Chief Secretary. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walkbb, 

To J. DA#r, Esq., Secretary to the Honorable the Court of Directors, 

East India House, London. 
iVb. 38, Bvseell Square, 19M J\dy 1819. 

SiB,^ • e • • ] ^ enclose, for the Honorable the Court of Direc* 

tors, a memorandum on the sul^ect of Female Infanticide. I have found it 
impossible at present to give that important subject all the consideration which 
is due to it, and 1 shall probably avail myself of a future opportunity of trans- 
mitUng, for tlie notice of the lIoDorable Court, some additional reflecLions 
which may hereafter occur to me. 

Although there can be no difference of opinion regarding the enormity of 
the crime of Infanticide, yet it is not to be considered as peculiar to the Natives 
of India. In other parts of the earth the same practice has prevailed: in 
China, it ia not uncommon at this day, where it is permitted by the legislature, 
and where it is reckoned no disgrace or dishonour to the individual. 



TllE PROVIFCE OF OUZERAT. 


395 


Ereiy hamane person^ however, moat agree that aucb a practice ahould be 
stopped by all the meaiaa which a wise Government can command. That we 
hare the means in oar power there cannot be a doubt, and I most beg leave 
to say that my own success is a proof of this. The means are perauasion and ' 
reason. If those are wisely applied by the agents of Goveroment, they will 
be found to be quite sufficient, without any inquisitorial institution, without 
an^ odious system of espionage, which no remote advantage can make 
necMsary. 

The foundation of reform was laid. It was proved to the Natives that this 
practice was against their sacred institutions, add that it was revolting to the 
best feelings of the human heart. They agreed to relinquish it, and, probably, 
did sincerely mean to do so. The Government, however, and the local autho* 
rities, became remiM, and the people returned by d^reea to habits too long 
established. 


I am convinced that it is Necessary, by undeviating attention to the subject, 
to satisfy them ilmt we are really sincere in our wish to abolish this crime* 
The gentlemen on the spot should be instructed to get annual reports of the 
births in the difTereot districts ; to encourage those who adhere to their 
engagements, and to exact the penalty from those who neglect them. Those 
who perform their duty may even be rewarded by small sums of money, and 
the Court will not decline to sanction a moderate pecuniary disbursement in 
tlie cause of a humane object. The people should be made sensible, by ev. ry 
means in our power, that we do not forget the subject; but that the vigilant 
eye of Government, like that of the Deity, does not turn away from the view 
of crimes, and that it is always on the watch for their prevention; that it is 
resdy to encourage the good, and punish the bad. 

By such attention, there is not a doubt but that the progress of Infanticide 
would be stopped; and that, if stopped for a few years, the natural horror of 
the crime would be felt by every parent, and prohibitory laws would no longer 
be necessary. • ^ 

All, however, depends on attention to the subject for a sufficient length of 
time, till the influence of custom is foigotten, and the natural aflections have 
sprung up again in the hearts of parents. They are not wholly lost, although 
some unhappy circumstances have been able to cover them for the present. 
In attaiaing this object, there cannot be a doubt of our success, for nature is 
working in our fsvour. All that is required is attention to the subject, and 
for a sufficient length of time. 


Naturam repellas lurca, tamen nsque reenrret.'^ 


1 have the honour to be, 4cc. 

(Signed) A. Waucbr. 
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Mmorandkm by Lieutenant Colons A. Walksr, aUudeAio in the 

Jbr€y<nnff Letter, 

In ofTenng mj opinion upon the means of eoppresmDg Female Inftnticide 
in the West of India, 1 most first obeerve that this object should be accom¬ 
plished without TmlatJDg the feelings of the NatiTes, and without haeing 
recourse to actual coercion. I must also to refer to my own proceedings, 
which succeeded in obtaining the consent of the people to relinquish this 
barbarous and unnatural practice. It was accomplished, no doubt, with 
great difficulty, but it was so far a spontaneous act that it was solely 
effected by persuasion and reason. It is under this influence alone that 
the measure can ultimately be espected to prove successful; but from tbe 
peculiar habits of tbe people of this part of India, tbe practice of destroying 
their children cannot be overcome by the mere dictates of natural affection. 
When this tie was once abandoned, it would be long before it conld be again 
recovered, and it would be necessary that they should be continually watched, 
and urged to the performance of a duty which is seldom neglected even by the 
brutes. This is an unfavourable picture of human nature; but it is the un¬ 
avoidable consequence of a long familiarity with depraved sentiments, and a 
perseverance in vicious habits. It was foreseen that the mere engagement 
which these people had contracted for discontinuing,!nfanticide, however solemn 
and authentic, would not be sufficient unless they were looked after with vigi¬ 
lance ; unless they were frequently encouraged ; and unless those instances 
in which they infringed their own voluntary engagement were detected and 
punished. The mode of punishment was provided by their agreement. I am 
persuaded that a system of this kind would have succeeded, aud have preserved, 
in a great degree, the engagement inviolate for the abolition of Infonticide. 
Occasional infiactions might have happened, and were to be expected; but 
tbe general principle would have been maintained, and, in time, the custom 
would have been forgotten, and have disappeared. It must have been, indeed, 
by the same jmcess that it was established; for it was impossible that a prac¬ 
tice so contrary to every feeling of nature could have been established at once, 
and without the utmost repugnance. Many persons must have persisted in 
saving their children, and disobeyed a horrid and inhuman institution, until 
they became reconciled to it by custom and usage. 

It was under the inffoence of a sinular train of reasoning and reflection that 
I suggested to the Government, when I quitted India, to exact an annual 
report of the progress of Infanticide, and that it should be the object of con¬ 
tinual care and solicitude. Before I retired from the service, I had the 
satisfaction to see that the principles for its abolition had made no slight 
impression on the minds of the people, and that in a short period they had saved 
a considerable number of infants. But from the report which has now been 
received from India, it would appear that tbe whole number saved in the 
course of ten years is little more than sixty, and, perhaps, not a third more 
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than were presented by their parents to me in Kattywar with feeliuga of 
affection and delight. From these feelings, which were publicly displayed, 
and which had all the sppeaiance of the mott tender maternal effusion, I 
must own, that I thought myself warranted in entertaining the moat sanguine 
hopes that this blot on human nature would be utterly eradicated. 

In the present state of the subject, and wiUi reference tp the peculiar state 
of the society in which this crime prersils, I would take the liberty of 
suggesting some remedial measures, which may still avert the fate of those 
unhappy children* 

The first circumstance which requires aUehtioo is to see the people often, 
and, by a frequent intercourse, to inspire them with sentiments more ^vourable 
to humanity. It is scarcely to be expected that tht Jharejas will seek our 
society without greater encouragement than it is the habit of our countrymen, 
generally speaking, to afford to the Natives of India; and we must, therefore, 
visit them in their villd^. They must be sought out in their recesses, 
invited to attend the public Kucherees, and the subject brought as often as 
possible under publie discussioo* This should not be done in a controversiul 
manner, but with the complacency and benevolence of initniction, which seeks 
rather to convince than to confute an unreasonable opponent. In these situs* 
tions^ opportunities would frequently arise of enforcing the heinous nature of 
the offence, of calmly discussing its tendency, of exposing its crime, and of 
contrasting the abominable practice with the universally contrary usage o'" the 
rest of mankind. By the effect of example, by the force of conversation, and 
by difiusing good and just notions of human nature, these men would Im: gra¬ 
dually alienated from their absurd and guilty conduct. In every attempt to 
arrest this crime, the Brahmins, and the precepts of the Hindoo religion, 
would be a powerful aid. That religion is directly opposed to the practice, 
aud I always found the Brahmins most wiiling coadjutors in this cause of 
humanity. By these means, by a constant attention to the sutgect, by fre¬ 
quently assembliDg the Jbmrgas, and by using the immense mass of conci¬ 
liatory methods in our power, the practice might surely be effectually 
suppressed. It is not founded on religion; it is disavowed by the great body 
of the people ; and prevails only among a single tribe. 

They would not withstand any systematic exeritoo which might be 
directed to its overthrow; and, in fimt, did it not yield to an attempt which 
was made in a doubtful situatiem, amidst a multitude of other occupations, and 
which was not pursued for a long timet The same facilities, and greater, now 
exist to ensure t^uccess. The Ga^war authori^ may be disposed more readily 
to co-operate with us, while our own is better established, and while we possess 
an actual share in the government of the country. The collector of the newly 
acquired revenue in Kattywmr would be a natural and an essential agent in 
this humane work. By means of the police, which is under his control, and by 
the frequent intercourse which his oflSce obliges him to hold with the Natives, 
would he have opportunities of communication, superiew, perhaps, to any other 
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person. Let (he CoUector, the Agent in Kat^iw, the Agent in Kntob, and 
the Geekwar authorities, heartily, and in concert, exert themselTea, and they 
would be irresistible. It is with no improper or inTidious motive that I have 
observed on the great soperiority of these means over (he new and imperfect 
influence which we had when the attempt was first made to suppress this 
odious crime. I would not rest the success of this interesting measure 
alone on vigilance, and the active use of even all the agents in our power. 1 
would employ other stimuli, and not n^Iect those that may be calculated to 
produce an effect on the grosser passions of those who persevere in the prac¬ 
tice of Infanticide, i would nbt encourage the idea of an expensive agency, 
nor the direct and professed employment of spies, which are more likely to 
defeat than to promote the object; but there are surely means of ascertaining 
the result of a birth in a fiimily, without either offersding its delicacy, or re¬ 
quiring much expense. The fact of a pregnancy is always public, and the 
report of tlie neighbours would often be sufficient evidence. A few detections 
would arrest the practice. If the intercourse was as fluent as I have 
recommended, many things would be casually learnt, and little indeed could 
be concealed. In iht course of tliis intercourse, many acts of friendship, of 
courtesy, and attention could be conferred on the Jharejas, which would*be 
s^tteoded with little expense, but which they would highly value,—they arc 
both greedy and necessitous. The present of an inferior turban, of a Ueputta, 
of a snuff-box, of a pair of spectacles, or of any other trifling article, would be 
prized by them as a mark of honour, and as a profilable acquisition. 
These little favours would be the means of bringing them together, of 
inducing them to come into our socie^, and, finally, of reconciling them to 
our views. It is by association, and a constant attention, that they are to be 
reclaimed. 

I cannot conclude these hasty remarks without observing that the character 
and reputation of our Government must suffer materially should those people 
be allowed to resume a practice which they had abandoned with all the 
formality of a regular and eolemu compact May it not be said that we were 
more indifferent in the cause of humanity than in exacting a rigid and 
scrupulous compliance with the terms of a Treaty which involved a paltry 
revenue, or some insignificant district ? We may, by kindness and by patience, 
bring them back to the path of their duty. The voice of nature, and the in¬ 
fluence of the women, will unite in assisting us; and in this struggle against a 
deplorable practice we shall finally prevail, while our motives must be 
applauded, and cannot be mistaken. Were the power of Government never 
applied but in cases so obviously beneficial and disinterested, the rudest 
minds would bless them, and the feelings of men, as well as their reason, 
would render them both agreeable and irresistible* 


Suttell Sijuare, London, 


(Signed) A. Walui* 
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From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

To J. Dart, Eeq., Secretary to the Honorable the Conit of Directore, 

East India House, London. 

Zofu&m, 27M Avffvti 1819. 

Stb,—..S ince I had the honour of addressing you under date the 19th ultimo, 
I have been able to peruse with more leisure and attention the proceedings 
which have been held on Infandcide from the time that I left India. Although 
it would be a very painful task for me to enter into a minute and critical exa¬ 
mination of those proceedings, some remarks are unaroidably necessary on a 
subject which cannot be tie wed without interest and emotion, and which, to a 
considerable degree, must in reive the character of our country. The policy 
and humanity of our Government are irrevocably blended with the success of 
the measures for abolishing this revoiting crime. 

After a careful perusal of the documents with which I have been favoured 
by the indu]|;eDce of the Honorable Court, I have found it impossible to sup¬ 
press the conclusion that the subject had either been forgotten for years 
together, or that some imperious and uncontrollable circumstances had rendered 
our interference utterly impracticable. Prom whatever resistless cause this 
has arisen, it is deeply to be lamented, and the consequences are &r more for¬ 
midable than even the immediate effects. The immediate effects are the 
loss of so many tliousand lives ; but the consequences are still more serio«iS, 
as the enforcement of the ei^agement must now be infinitely more diffit^ult, 
by the long neglect and disuse of its provisions. There is no more effectual 
way of destroying the most sacred laws and obligations than by usage; 
while they acquire fresh strength and vigour by a regular appeal to their 
authority. 

At the time that 1 left India, the subject was familiar to the Jharejas; there 
was an impression of interest on their minds ; a return hod a|>peared of parental 
affection ; and, above all, there was the necessity of obeying a l^al enactment 
possessing their own solemn sanction, and for the enforcement of which the 
British and Gaekwar Governments were pledged. 

Instead of this picture, the Jharejas have now found out that the engage¬ 
ment, which was at first so reluctantly yielded and streuuously urged, means 
almost nothing, since it may he eluded with impunity, may be violated with¬ 
out detection, and without reproof. If they bad imagined that there would 
be so little danger in its violation as they evidently at present believe to be the 
case, I should without any doubt have found much less difficulty in obtaining 
their consent to discontinue the custom of d^Ptroying their daughters. Could 
they have foreseen that the whole would afterwards have rested on their own 
free will and choice, they would neither have been apprehensive of inconve¬ 
nience nor of punishment, and would have saved themselves and me much 
trouble from a useless opposition. This reflection is not new, and I viewed 
the difficulty with which these peo^e were first led to discoutioue ibis exta- 
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ordioiry custcmi at the time that 1 was uing ereiy eflbrt to orercome their 
prejndiceB, u no uneqniTOcal proof of the stability of the arrai^ment This 
b stated in my report to the Bombay OoTerament 

The consequence, in short, at thb moment, operating in Kattywar, is the 
impression of weakness and vaciUancy on the part of the British Oo?emment, 
or that they are iqcapable of giving effect to their own measures. 

It may seem idle to trace out the nature and extent of the evil that remiss* 
ness or acddeots have produced. I should not, indeed, have made these 
obseirations, were 1 not clearly of opinion that, in the application of any 
remedial measures, it b most ^witicularly necessary that we be distinctly aware 
of the nature and the extent of the mbchief; otherwise it will never Be coun* 
teracted. I am aware, also, that the truth cannot be stated in all its broadness 
and honesty to the Company's Government in India, as it might irritate 
instead of conciliate ; yet it should be stated, though with as much delicacy as 
the nature of such truth will admit. 

I have now a more agreeable duty to perform, in adverting to the interest' 
which seems to be everywhere felt a^ expressed at present for the sappreseion 
of this crime. The communications of Captain Camac and of Captain Ballan- 
tine breathe the spirit of feeling and humanity which is natural to their 
character. They are men who love their country, their friends, and mankind. 
They will, I am persuaded, pursue the subject with a renewed degree of ear* 
neatness and warmth, and, by a judicious direction of tbeir exertions, finally 
accomplish the abolition of Infanticide. They will embrace every means and 
opportunity of maintaining unimpaired the honour of their country, by sup- 
portir^ its reputation for humanity and philanthropy. They are the best judges 
of local circumstances, and have the best means of taking advantage of them. 

I expect this from those gentlemen, and that they will unite a kind of 
enthusiasm in the cause. 

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity of expressing my own obligations 
and warmest thanks to Captain Caraec, for the spirit with which he repelled 
the iDsiDuation contained in the resolution and minute of the Idth September 
1817. It is with the utmost unwillingness that I have at all alluded to this 
subject, but I conceive that I could not pass it over in total silence, and must 
trust in the Honorable Court of Directors doing me that justice which I have 
on so many occasions gratefully felt and acknowledged at tbeir hands. I 
may, however, be allowed to observe, that the attempt to throw reproach and 
censure on my influence and exertions b, in point of feet at least, inaccurate. 
The exertions and responsibility of an individual in the public service must 
necessarily terminate with hb office; but I can affirm, with truth, that I have 
never been abb to divest myself of care and solicitude for those interests 
which I left behind me in India, and eepecialiy for that measnre by which I 
hoped to rescue a great number of helpless infants from a premature death. 

J have endeavoured to second thb wbh by every excitement which a frequent 
correspondence at so great a dbtaoce could ^ect, to impress on the minds 
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of tty European and NatiTe frieoda an aKacbment to those principles whicb 
had always ref^ilated my own conduct^ and particulariy never to relax their 
efforts against thoee who violate the laws of nature and socie^. Tlus was all 
that I could io, and was, perhaps, more than was to have been expected from 
an unemployed individual. The most arduous part of the enterprise was 
unquestionably the procuring of the engagements on the part of the Jhareja 
Chiefs to abolish the practice of destroying their daughters; the solemn 
acknowledgment that it was contrary even to their own religion; and that 
such was Atif abhorrence and detestation of it, that whoever should be proved 
guilty of the repetition of the crime should be branded with all the infamy, 
di^race, and privation of privilegea involved in the loss of caste. 

The recc^;ffition of these things as general principles, and principles of law, 
1 hold to be the grand achievement in the removal of this scene of gmit, deso* 
lation, and misery. 

If the practical benefit has not followed, it cannot, by any fair inference, be 
imputed to me; and this conclusion seems firmly founded in the fact that, in 
the course of a short period after the engagement was procured, as many lives 
were spared through its agency as for all the succeeding years. 

But, perhaps, the following quotation from the proceedings of the Bombay 
Government itself might be produced as a proof that tlie failure had no 
dependence on my influence and exertions 

** Had the annual reports*[they observe, in their consultations of the ICtb of 
August 1816} required by the instructions of Government of the SIsf of 
March 1808 been regularly attended to, the Chieftains would have observed a 
continued anxiety on the part of the British Government to enforce the engage* 
ments they contracted, and the formation of those reports would aiso have 
led to a spirit of inquiry, and ensured, in a certain degree, the fulfilment of 
those engagements, inasmuch as it would have proved to the Chieftains of 
Kattywar the anxiety felt by the British Government on the subject’* 

In this passage they have themselves correctly traced, however late, one of 
the principal errors which has been committed, and which it was in their own 
power at any time to have corrected. 

It may be said there was nothii^ to report Let this be admitted. Report 
that &ct,^for it was a fact little expected,—*and the knowledge of it would 
have given an impulse to investigation and vigilance. It has at length pro¬ 
duced this very effect; and however inefficient the means adopted might have 
proved, the appearance of activity and interest must have prevented many bad 


consequences. 

I shall DOW turn with {Measure to the circumstances which are still ffivourable 
to this cause of humani^, and which may encourage us to expect that this 
revolt]practice will be overcome. 

The Court of Directors, the Government, and ita aasistants in India, appear 
at present to take great interest b the success of the meuure. This is one 
favourable class of circumstances. 
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Again, tbe prejudicei of the Jhar«jaS| with which I had to grapplei if not 
entirely done away, are at least suppressed and disarowed. They appear so 
far to move within the range in which nature acts, that they express no pride 
in the destruction of their offspring, and feel no shame in rearing them. It is 
evident that a very favourable change has taken place, since all the infanta 
they have saved have been the consequence of their own choice; and as some 
of their daughter^ have been reared within very recent dates, the principle of 
natural affection is evdn at this moment producing its effect 

This therefore is, upon the whole, a second class of hvourable circumstances*; 
but they can be favourable only to an enlightened and resolute mind,^a mind 
that calculates coolly, that r^mrds no obstacle as contemptible, and yet will 
not be appalled by the greatest « 

One of the principal objections to the remedial measures proposed to and 
rejected by the Bombay Government, without the substitution of others, is that 
they uniformly consist of small details. They suggest to me the idea of a 
conqueror proposing to lay a vast r^on at his feet by merely disarming or 
taking captive a few of tbe videttes or outposts. It appears to me that there 
are two great principles, of which all the minor details must be merely ramifi¬ 
cations. The first principle is the maintenance of the authority of Government 
in connection with the solemn engagements of the Jharejas ; aud the second 
is the adopdon of that conduct towards the Natives which I have endeavoured 
to illustrate in the letter which I had the honour to address you last month. 
I have taken the liberty of suggesting in that communication wliat I thought 
might be usefully enjoined ; but much must be left to the discretion, temper, 
and good sense of the local authorities. 

There must be intercourse, reasoning, and such dignified and manifest 
benevolence, tliat the foul breath of malevolence shall never be able to sully 
it. In sliort, reason, persuasion, and the aid of women, who more readily feel 
than men tbe cruelty of such a practice, would do much to put a stop to 
Infanticide; and in a few years it would be looked on in Kattywar with as 
strong a feeling of horror as it ia now in England. 

I shall take the liberty of offering some remarks on each of these points. In 
the first place, tbe authority of Government must be maintained, and the 
engagement, which has been mutually contracted, exactly fulfilled. We must 
show that we are serious, and that we are determined to be obeyed. This will 
be more difficult now than in 1808; but still it must be done. 

I would b^n by sending to every Jbareja Chief an authenticated copy of 
his engagement, and appriae him in the most solemn and precise terms of the 
determination of the C<»mpaiiy and the Gaekwar to exact the performance 
of an obligation which has prescribed to all parties sacred and imperative 
duties. These separate addresses to the Chieft would sooth their pride, and 
prevent them from taking offence; but that none may be able to plead igno¬ 
rance of the intentions of Government, I would follow up the measure 
by a public proclamation, and give it as wide a circulation as possible. 
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This should be addressed to the bosom and understanding of erery Jhareja. 
It should declare the feelings and the intention of Govenment upon the 
subject* It should strongly mark the abhorrence of the crime, and explain 
the nature of bis own obligations in consequence of his engagement to renounce 
Infanticide. He should be told that the bear, the tiger, the wolf, the hyena, 
and whateTer is fiercest in nature, preserve their offspring, ^and risk their own 
lives for their safety. He should be asked what was to be expected from a 
being in the shape of a roan, but who is so far from having anything of the 
nature of a man, that bis bosom is unvisited with even that tendemess which 
moves and controls the most savage beasts of ^rey ?~that where the mon¬ 
strous inhumanity of Infanticide exists it is impossible that any good can 
exist; that it involves a violation of good faith as well as the recognised prin* 
eipics of religion, and that no trust can be reposed in the perpetrators of this 
horrid crime: that therefore Oovemment are resolved to punish such outcasts 
of human nature by withholding from them every mark of confidence and 
regard, as well as by inflicting pains and penalties, according to the nature of 
the case. That, on the other hand, those who give evidence of a sincere and 
hearty return to nature and the principles of religion, shall be regarded with 
affection, and enjoy every mark of esteem, of favour, honour, and emolument, 
of which circumstances will admit 


When these and other considerations have been promulgated, it would be 
necessary that they should be acted upon with firmness and vigilance; ^or 
early relaxation in particular would prove extremely injurious, not only to 
this cause, but to the respectability of Government in general. 

In ilie proclamation I have above suggested, and in all public declamtions 
on the subject, it might be useful to point to the Talooka of Drappa, of four 
hundred families, who have never saved a female infant, and who are endur¬ 
ing the marks of Divine vengeance, in the extreme poverty and misery to 
which they are reduced. The Rajkoomars of Benares, also, who have proved 
faithful to their engagements, might be mentioned as on honorable instance; 
and, in fine, they should be reminded of every obligation and example which 
can be supposed to bear on the question, and is likely to produce any influence 
upon their sentiments. The feelings and compassion of the Chiehi should be 
roused, by frequently expressing our indignation against the crime; and, by 
correspondence and remonstnmee, to inspire a natural horror of it in every 


breast. 

In order to observe, and to give due effect to these preliminary mea¬ 
sures, the servants of Government, Natives or Briti^, should have 
iDstructions to watch over the operation of the engagements in their several 
districts, and to report upon every occurrence of a birth among the Jharejas, 
or even the surmises ofitscoDsequences. As they are not very rigid in the 
seclusion of their women, and as all those who are in the lower stations of life, 
who form the great majority in every society, must necessarily be employed iu 
occupations which ezpoee them to public view, a case of pregn&ncy can 
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scarcely erer be coocealed. There is no attempt made, indeed, to prevent it 
being known, and surely it would not require much discrimination of judg* 
rnent, nor the exercise of a very officious or impertinent cariosity, to ascertain 
a circamstance which is so notorioos. But there are other circumstances of 
less direct evidence, from which very fair and correct inferences may be drawn, 
and of which we ipay avail oarselvcs in cases where stronger testimony may 
fail* It is well known that among Hindoos of all descriptions the birth of a 
son is an object of congratnlation and rejoicir^. Whenever a birth in a Jfaareja 
family was unattended by these cheerful and happy symptoms, where it was 
passed over in silence and without notice, we might, with very considerable 
certainty, conclude that the birth was a female. Upon this surmise or suspi- 
oioQ an inquiry might be made, and I do not im^ne that there would either 
be any impropriety or indelicacy in questioning the family as to the result. 
In many cases I am disposed to think that the Jharejas would not deny the 
fact, and any attempt to equivocate would form a strong proof of guilt Cases 
of a suspicious nature must occasionally occur, and come under our observa¬ 
tion ; but the miserable cbiklreo of poverty must not become the victims of 
vengeance, while the more aggravated guilt of those that range in the higher 
ranks of life are passed over in silence, and with impunity. By taking advan¬ 
tage of every opportanity, by appearing active and inquisitive, and deeply 
interested in the event, we should convince these people that we are deter¬ 
mined in future to prejtni the perpetra^on of the act. 

At any rate, every servant of Government should have injunctions to ascer¬ 
tain the consequence of a birth, by all the means that may be in his power: 
nothing should be too trifling for his notice which may bear on the point,—he 
should collect even the rumours of the country upon the subject, and report 
to his superior ; he again to another, if such there happen to be ; and so on till 
each case reach the Assistant to the Resident, and then the Resident himself, 
who should, lastly, report to the Goveroment at Bombay. I would beg to 
recommend that the report of the Resident should be made at least every 
three months for the first year or two, or till it appear that the measure is 
proceeding so securely that an annual report, which must never be dispensed 
with, shall be deemed sufficient Quarterly reports for a time, indeed, would 
be h^Uy beneficial, and if they were mere blanks, still I think they should be 
punctually made. They would prevent the subject fiom falling into neglect, 
end, by maintaining a spirit of inquiry, make it manifestly appear that we are 
in earnest. I would even suggest if it could be attained, to engage the Chiefr 
themselves to make returns of births, and not only of females, but of males, 
which would be a check upon the evidence in regard to the former. This 
would be gaining a step of decisive importance, not only to the cause, but 
might increase small number of useful facts which we possess on the state 
of population in India. There is every reason for suspecting that the Chiefs 
have been transgressors of their own engagements; but the form alone of 
making a quarterly return to Government would add to thegeoeial excitement. 
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fitnd would ultimately produce good. The great object is to apply as many 
principles as possible of common cohesion^ and to put in motion the whole of 
the moral machinery which can be discoTered for the abolition of this un¬ 
natural practice. I am at the same time perfectly aware that the nature of^ 
the subject must render it peculiarly difficult to obtain correct information 
and accurate evidence of a fact which is commonly perpetrated in secret. 
The means of concealing the sacrifice itself are extensive ; but as they make 
no mystery of the pr^nancy of their women, the result cannot be so easily 
disguised, and into this it is our business to inquire. 

If there is any reason to believe, or even suspect, (hat the birth has been a 
female, and that nothing has been offered to the view or notice of the public, 
such circumstances occurring must afford a proper subject for investigation. 
It is not to be expected that this investigation should always produce convic¬ 
tion ; but the purposes of humanity would be fully answered fiy the inquiry, 
by showing the i^arty that he was watched; by alarming Iiim with the possi¬ 
bility of detection ; and, by a natural consequence, to prevent the repetition of 
the crime. 

I should be disposed to consider a court of Punchayet as tlie most prudent 
and legitimate means for the examination of the question. It would be a 
tribunal congenial to the Natives, and its decision would give them no offence. 
As the court would be entirely composed of Natives, its proceedings would bo 
regulated by their feelings *and the nature of the inquiry. Should, howc\ iv, 
any objection be made to the Punchayet, or it be prevented from aseembhng, 
1 would have recourse to the trial by lot, or to device, however defective or 
imperfect, which might show that we were attentive to the subject, and ever 
on the watch for its detection. 

It is evidently necessary that the whole system should be supjx>rted by 
rewards and punishments; but a considerable diversity of opinion may prevail 
as to their nature and mode of application. The crime may be rendered more 
frequent by the severity of the laws which are enacted to prevent it, while 
there may be as much danger of encoar^ing it by too great tenderness la 
punishing. The offence is of such an odious description thaf it cannot be 
conridere#as a fit object for the exercise of clemency; but, at the same time, 
it has been so long legalised by custom, and so common in its practice, that it 
may not be proper to inflict the last severity of the law on the first transgressors. 
Afterwards, however, and when the ordinance has been for some time gene¬ 
rally observed, (he criminal may be prosecuted as a common murderer. 

Cases of delinquency should in every event be always punished by fine, 
and branded with infamy. The Chiefs should be particularly held to their 
engagement, and punished with a pecuniary penalty to the extent of their 
means and the d^ree of their offence. The poverty of many Jharejas, how¬ 
ever, must render the mode of amercement with respect to them impracticable, 
and the paoisbrneiit of those who violate the engagement under such circum¬ 
stances must be limited to disgrace, or ejection from caste. 
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To this may bo soperadded the displeasure of Gorerament, the reproach 
and correction of soo^ty. I have siudin a former communication that I would 
not have recourse to coercire means^ and^ if possible^ 1 would still adhere to 
this rule j but the authority of GoTerument must at all erents be maintained, 
and this grots departure from duty punished. If all other means, therefore, 
should fail, I would not hesitate to apply those of coercion, taking care to 
show that it is a matter of necessity, and not choice. 

Rewards and punishments always suppose something done to merit the one 
or incur the other; but it is genefally a less difficult task to repay a good 
deed than to discorer the bust means of punisbing a crime, so as to prevent 
its repeUtion. 

I have endeavoured, in my letter of the 19th of last month, and more 
particulariy in its enclosure, to point out various marks of regard which night 
be shown, a#little expense, to Uie observers of the engagement. They 
should have less the appearance of bribes than of marks of honour; but, at 
the same time, instances may occur in which it may be necessary to display 
the generosity and liberality of Government. This must be particularly 
necessary in cases of extreme poverty, and inability to rear the offspring which 
has been saved. This revolting practice may have begun among these people 
from want, fear of future evil, and a redundant population; it has been con* 
Unued from prejudice and habit. Such cases of extreme poverty and distress 
have actually occurred. Several instances are Stated by Captain Ballaniine 
to have happened, and an affecting appeal appears to have been made by the 
parties for pecuniary relief, which will not escape the humane attention of the 
Honorable Court of Directors. I would suggest the adoption of a regulation, 
which, while it might serve as some check on the perpetrators of Infanticide, 
would be an encouragement to those who follow a different conduct; the 
latter should receive as much praise and publicity as possible. In tliis point 
of view it might be found useful to publish, in the Kucherees and in places of 
public resort, after a report has been transmitted to Government, the names 
of those who have been faithful to nature and their engagement, and of those 
who have been proved to violate the dictates of both. While one class would 
thus be marked as unworthy of trust or confklence, the other wouldH)e placed 
within the view of distinction and preferment Might it not he a beneficial 
excitement to conAr an honorary medal on the Jharejas who save their 
daughters ? The silver of a few rupees might answer the purpose; the medals 
would contain a suitable inscriptiou, and the persons receiving them should be 
inveeted with them by the higbeet local authority of the district, and in as 
public a manner as possible. 

From the increased share and inftueuce which we now possess in the 
revenue and Government of Kattywar, we have proportionably increased 
means of binding the principles and directing the sentiments of the Natives. 
These are so obvious that it is almost unnecessary to point them out. Amongst 
the circumstances of which we have the command is the power of employing 
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ooly in the transaction of public business meritorioos NatiTes, and of select^ 
ing, especially for places of honour and trust, thoee Jhargas who may have 
saved their children. 

The Company, in a great nieasare, possess all those means of preferment,' 
and of profitable appointment, which formerly belonged solely to the Native 
rulers. A plan founded on diis principle; systematical^ and judiciously 
pursued, would have a hr better chance of success than one which proceeded 
solely on compulsion. Avarice seems to be the most powerful obstacle at 
present against which we have to straggle or contend; and tlie most effectual 
and natural way of counteracting this passion Would be to oppose its influence 
by a new source of advantages. The fines recovered from delinquents should 
constitute a fund sacred to the benefit of those who have saved their daugh* 
terS| which should be distributed by the Resident according to the merits and 
wants of particular cases. The management and distributioAf the fund in 
this manner would be one means of satisfying the country that the humanity 
of the Company's Government was quite disinterested. I shall only add that 
every reasonable hope of abclisbing Infanticide in Kutch is strongly con¬ 
nected with our giving effect to what is already become law in the neighbour¬ 
ing country of Guzemt. The accoroplishment of ^bis most desirable object 
ought to be considered as a prudent and legitimate measure for the consolidation 
and stability of our Government, or influence in that quarter of India. 

In con eluding these rem&rks, and submitting them to the coruideratioi* of 
the Honorable Court of Directors, it may be necessary to apologise for Ifieir 
freedom. My only, but I hope satisfactory, excuse is that peculiar interest 
which 1 feel in common with the Court on the subject of Female Infanticide, 
and my great anxiety that those measures for its suppression, which have 
been honoured by their approbation, and cost me no small pains and solicitude 
to effect, may not, in tlie end, prove totally worthless and abortive. 

I have delivered my sentiments with candour, and with that plainness which 
truth seems to me to require; but with feelings of the most respectful regard 
for the prosperity and honour of the Company, with which the dearest interests 
of this country are closely connected. 

It is unnecessary for me to make any professions of attachment to a service 
from which I have enjoyed so many benefits ; into which I entered at an early 
period of my life, and in which I have witnessed so many eventful scenes ; 
Done of them, however, of a more extraordinary nature than that which is the 
subject of this address. 

1 shall be happy if the desultory thoughts which 1 have at different rimes 
thrown together upon this important subject shall be deemed worthy of the atten¬ 
tion of the Honorable Court; and I shall conclude by earnestly wishing and 
praying for the final triumph of humanity over a barbarous and inhuman custom. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

27th August 1819. (Signed) A. Walkbk. 

P.S.^There is no doubt but that In^ticide is practised gi other parts of 



408 


SUPPRXSBIOK OF 119PA7fTIClDE IK 


ladia betidei those Kutcb and Kattjrmr. The eiistence of the custom 
hai been traced to the Rhatores of Jeypoor and Jodhp(M>r, to the Haree of 
Bondee Kota, the Waiih in the Poorub, the ibuta in Hindooetan, and to 
rarioua Rajpoot tribes remotely situated from each other, and who hare at 
present no coma^n tie of connection. The costom is contioued without the 
excitement of society and intercourse. The Hewata, a sect of Mahomedans, 
but whose ancestors were Hindoos, are still in the habit of putting to death 
their daughters at the moment of their birth. I hare stat^ these circum* 
stances in my report to the Bombay Oofemmentof the 15th March 1808, and 
that the Jharejaa are aware that the custom of Inftnticide is followed by other 
tribes besides their own. Although we bare not dtscorered the motive that 
has led eo many people to adopt this unnatural and remarkable custom, it is 
probably amo^ them all to be ascribed to the same event, and to the same 
origin. The Kcrihce is confined, it would appear, to females, and to Rajpoots, 
or such as claim their descent from that military race. Among a people 
devoted to war, and peculiarly exposed to danger, the rearing of their 
daughters may often have been an object of great difficulty, and in some 
situations they may have proved an impediment to the profession of arms. 
They may, therefore, have made this sacrifice, on some emergency, to their 
convenience, and even to their safety; or, if we choose to ascritM it, to a 
dreadful superstition very prevalent in ancient times, as the means of appeas* 
ing the wrath, or of propitiating the favour, of tins gods. We are told that 
the ancient naUons assigned this as their reason for having recourse to similar 
sacrifices; ^‘They thought nothing,*’ says Polybius, sordid or dishonor¬ 
able that is employed in that design.” The Senate of Carthage proposed 
to sacrifice the in&nt son of Hannibal after he had gained (he battles of 
Tecinus and Trebia. 

Without attempting to investigate this subject, we may assume it as an un¬ 
questionable fact, that the existence of Female Infanticide prevails to a greater 
extent in India than has yet come under the observation of the British 
Government. The knowle^e of this fact would until letely have been pro¬ 
ductive of little more than to gratify a melancholy and speculative curiosity. 

It might have added to the list of those offences which are contrary to the 
common course of nature, without affording an opportunity of correcting this 
particular departure from duty and affection. The case is now very much 
altered; and the same inquiry at this moment might be attended, not merely 
with the discovery of the existence of the &ct, but enable us, by the means 
we possess at present, to suppress everywhere ibis revolting crime within the 
r^on of Hindoostan. Many of thedistricts in which the practice is supposed to 
prevail have either fallen under the influence or the actual government of 
Great Britain; many of those people have become our aubjects; and we are 
bound in duty, as well as honour, to reclaim them from the reproach of killing 
their own childreo. I am quite certaiu that the Company’s Government 
requires no other excitement or encouragement for undertaking (his humane 
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work than would result from Che probability of their iuccess; and it ia with¬ 
out any view of thia kind I am led to mention that the subject was not over¬ 
looked by the former Government of ludia, to which the Company may now 
be considered aa having succeeded. The author of the Akbar Nameh relates, 
that in the route of the royal anay from Kashmera to Lahore they came to 
a village the iobabitanta of which bad formerly been Hindpoi, ^ where num¬ 
bers of the poor people, upon having daughters bom to them, that instant 
secretly put an end to their existence/' Upon this fact coming to the know¬ 
ledge of the Emperor Jehangheer, he ordered “that this barbarous practice 
should be discontinued; and enacted that whoeVer should commit it in future 
should be put to tlie torture." ^ 

From this it would appear that Infonticide engaged the attention of the 
Mogul Government, and that it made an attempt to supprett the practice. 
It would be curious, as well as useful, to ascertain what has bw the fate of 
the measures which were adopted for this purpose two hundred years ago: 
have they been successful, or have they foiled ? The roonJ negligence which 
succeeded the decline of the Mogul Empire, and the impracticability, in the 
disordered state of the country, of enforcii^ a severe law, would be sufficient 
to discourage our expectations chat the termination has been prosperous. Still 
it would be desirable to know the actual result, to discover the extent of the 
impression, and whether the attempt was only tlie effect of a feeling at the 
moment, or pursued as a system. The less it was expected the more agn u- 
able, certainly, would be the discovery, should we find that natural affection 
has assumed its influence in the midst of all the tumults and revolutions to 
which that port of India has been exposed. The extensive power and do¬ 
minion which wc now possess in India may be made subservient to this 
inquiry, and be directed to ascertain how far the practice of Infontici<le prevails 
in any of the countries under the influence or control of the British Govern¬ 
ment. It is only necessary to make this suggestion: the Company's 
Government are always prepared and willing to embrace every opportuoity, 
and employ every means arising from their situation, for securing the rights 
due to humanity. 

(Signed) A. WAutaa. 

Extract from a LetUr from tic Honorable the Couar ov Dikbctors to the 
Govbrhmskt ov Bombat, dated the let March 1820. 

We have learned with great piun that your humane endlavours to ac¬ 
complish the suppression of the barbarous and unnatural practice of Female 
lufonticide in the Peninsula of Kattywar have hitherto proved to a greet 
dogrtt unsuccessful, notwithstanding the engagements which were contracted 
by the Jhareja Chteft of that province in 1807 with Colonel Walker, to 
abstain from the commission of that offence. 

The register appended to the report of the Assistant to tlie nesident at 
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Baroda, under date the 20th June ]8I7» ibowe that the liTes of only eti(y« 
three female in&nU bare been aared in consequence of your interposition in 
the coune of ten years,-^a number extremely disproportionate to the number 
which must have been bora within that period. Indeed, the facta stated by 
Captain BalJantine, that in the Talooka of Drappa, which contains four 
hundred Jhareja Qunilies, there is not a single female child in existence, and 
that in no family has more than one female child been preservedi demonstrate 
the inveterate prevalence of this horrid custom. 

However mortifying may have been the result of your past endeavours, we 
are persuaded that you will nbt allow it to operate as a discoun^ement to 
folder and persevering efforts in the same cause. We think you may do 
much by addressing yourselves to the interests of the Jharejas, and the 
renewal of the decennial engagements with the Kattywar Chieftains * will 
have furnished you with an opportunity of calling upon them to enter into 
fresh engagements, under proper securities, to al^ndon the practice in ques¬ 
tion. We arc^not without hopes, also, that the additional influence which we 
acquired in that part of Ouzerat, by the ceasion of the Peshwa's tribute, may, 
if judiciously exercised, be the means of enabling you to enforce a stricter 
adherence to their engagements on the part of the Jharejas. 

We entirely approve of the measure of distributing among those who 
observe their promises, the fines which may be levied upon those who 
violate them. 


Extracts from a Minute htf the Honaraib Mountstcabt Elfhinstons, 
Oovernor of Bombay^ dated Camp MdlUa, 9lh January 1821. 

I have the honour to lay before the Board the opinion I formed while in 
Kattywar on the system which it is most expedient hereafter to adopt towards 
that province. 


There is one point of great importance, in which we are already entitled to 
exercise the right of genetui superintendence. This is in checking the crime 
of Female Infanticide, and in imposing the fines authorised by Colonel 
Walker^s agreements on those who may be guilty of it It is greatly to be 
regretted that the difficulty of detection should secure the perpetrators of this 
crime so effecthally fW>m punishment as to reoder the article against it a dead 
letter. There has been no instance of punishment for Infanticide since the 
agreements were concluded, and this is so for from being owing to the dimU 
hution of the crime, that from the best iDformation Major Ballantine could 
obtain, it would not appear that more than one hundred females, bom since 
tile agreement, are now in existence; and it is not easy to say how many of 
these might have been spared if the engagement had never been entered 
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ioto> No effectual check can be impo o ed on tiiia aUociotu practice 
a« long u it it eo com|dete^ coogeoial to the geoenJ fMing of the people^ 
nnleta bjr employing hired egeoU, at propoted by Major Ballaotkie, wlioee 
duty it should be to detect offendert of thit deecriptioa; and each a meature 
would lead to to much iDtnitioQ into the most priTate and doeaettic proceed¬ 
ings of the taperior castes (among whom alone Infanticide "preindlt)^ and 
would Se open to to many abuses on the part of the informers^ that I do not 


think the chance of tuccett would compensate for the disaffection which it 
would create. It may also be doubted bow far we ha?e a right to interfere 
to euch an extraordinary pitch with the prirata life of a people with whose 
civil goveromeat and internal police we do not pretend to hare any concerts. 
We mustp therefore, be content to follow the footsteps of our predecefeors 
(without attempting to go beyond them) in their most meritorious endeavours 
to discountenance this enormity, tod wo may safely ftatter ourselves, that as 
the manners of the people become softened by a continuance of tranquillity 
und good order, they will gradually discontinue a practice which is not more 
inconsistent with reason and morality than repugnant to natural instinct. 


Exlraei from a Litter frtm i. D. Simson, JS17., iSs^r^tory inik the Ri^ht 
HonorabU the Governor on Tour, dated 9th January 1821., 

The Honorable the Governor has learned with great concern the v< ry 
limited success that has hitherto attended the excrUtMis of tlie Briti^ Govorn* 
ment to put a stop to the crime of Infanticide. 

Though die HonoratHe the Governor does not think that it would be pru¬ 
dent to authorise the employment of regular infonners for the purpose of 
detecting instances of this atrocity, he feels ilie giaatcst anxiety to employ 
every practicably means for its suppression; and consideftng that tlie practice is 
entirely unconuected with religion, and unsupported by the opinion of the bulk 
of the community even in the countries where it exists, he cannot but entertaiu 
a hope that more effectual means of extirpatiog it may yet be devised. 

You are requested to state your sentiments on this head, and to offer any. 
suggestions that appear to you calculated to obtain the end in view. It is to 
be hoped, that from the direct communication which now subsists between 
you and die inhabitants, you will be able in the course of your circuits to 
obtain information in some of the many instances of this crime which muai 
occur. It will then be in your power to vmt the offence, not only 00 the 
person who has committed it, but on the head of the village, or on the Chief 
who shall appear to have connived at it 

Your influence ought likewise to be always employed in discountenancing 
this atrocity, and in encouraging an opposite course. When remissions are 
refused to a Chief, it may be noticed, as one reason for rejecting his request, 
that he has not been zealous in suppressing la&nticide; on the other hand, 

when an abatement is granted, it may, perhaps, be possible to reserve to 
l>4 O 
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Gpvenment the right lo recoter theainotmt ftfierm ceHaia period^ tmlcu the 
Chief and hie Bhyad can prove their atteotioD to the rule in <]ueetion by the 
prod 4 iction of e ce^in number of female cbildreo of their caete. The 
proportion muet of coarae be much smaller than a calculation of the births in 
so many &miUes would authorise ue to eipect 
With a view to encourage parents in sparing their female childreDf you are 
authorised to throw all finea levied on Chiefa for other offences^ as well as for 
In&ntieide (after indemnilj^ the sufferert by each) into a fund, to be dtatri* 
bated in portions to children so preserved. 

e _ 

From Captain R. Babnbwaix, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To W. Nbwitbaic, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

DaUd \ 6 tk Juty 1824. 

8xa,~I request you wHl submit, for the information of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council, the annexed statement, showing the number of Jbarqa 
females at present in existence in this peninsula; the last statement was 
forwarded in Major Baliantine’s report of the 29th June 1617, and appears to 
have stated sixty-three as the whole number that could then be discovered to 
have been preserved during ten years. 

2» The contrast with the return now transmitted it so for favourable as to 
exhibit that daring seven yean more than double this number of Jbareja 
females have been preserved—the number at present being two hundred and 
sixty-six; forty-six have died. Among this number, some are stated to have 
been destroyed, but the impossibility of establishing the fact, under a declara¬ 
tion to the contrary on the part of the parents, has rendered it impracticable 
to enforce any penalty against the parties. 

3. The principal obstacle to be overcome in rendering the engagements 
effectual is the difficult in detecting those concerned in the perpetration of 
the crime, so long as the feelings and interests of the people render them dis¬ 
inclined to afford aid in discovering it: few are prompt^ to make it known by 
a sense of humanity, or even of interest, though all classes are ready to admit 
the barbarity of the practice; still they view it with so passive a spirit that 
they feel indisposed to encounter the odium or animosity that tbe conse¬ 
quences of a disclosare might occasion. 

4 4. A cemstant intercourse with the Jharejas during my annual circuit has 
given me opportunities of impressing on their minds tbe interest taken by tbe 
British Government in the suppression of this burbarous and unnatural 
practice, and the guilt attached to the commission of it by the dictates of their 
own religion. I receive continual assurances that they will discountenance it; 
btt^ from the disproportionate number of females still existii^, it is evident 
that although this horrible practice may be somewhat subdued^ it is still fiu* 
from being relinquished. 

3. The minds and oimon of the tribe do not appear to have undergone 
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tbtt chtcge on the laUjact that will tlooe oTercoma tHe exitUaca of a custom 
to unnatural: the effecU of the penalties enjoined by the engagements entered 
into by the Jharejas would operate in deterring the commission of the 
if the means of detection exist^, or its discovery was not opposed by diffi- 
cnlties that defeat the utmost vigilance. Proving it is almost impracricable, 
unleM some part of the domestic establishment of a Jbareja betray him^^a 
ciraumstance that seldom can be expected, as the dotSestic servants are 
generally the old adherents and dependents of his lamily. 

6. Tht pKsent Chieftain of Nowanuggur had a daughter bora some months 
since, and, as the head of the Jhareja tribe, ibwas particalarly desirable he 
should have set an exsjnple by preserving it, and showing, by his doing so, 
his anxiety to support the existing engagements. I had been particular in 
every interview I had with this young Chief, in engaging his influence and 
support with his tribe in discountenancing the practice. He promised me to 
discourage it in every way id his power; but no sooner was a daughter bora 
to him, about ten moudis ago, than he determined upon its destruction. This 
information was acquired from a person in close intercourse with attendants on 
his family,^aD inhabitant of his towQ,~but who would only communicate the 
information under a promise of his not being made the instrument of proving 
the offence. The circumstance was universally believed by otiiers who resided 
in the principality, and the tribe in general, and, from all the infoimation I 
could procure, I have scarcely a doubt of Uie fact, thougb the Chief, wl'cn 
called upon, openly denies it, avowing the child died a natural death, md 
challenging proof being adduced,*—well aware that none but his ownimmeiiiate 
domestics can establish the chaige, and that they durst not give any evidence, 
but such as would acquit him of the crime. 

7. The only means to ensure further success is to persevere in discounte- 
nancing as much as possible this atrocity; but so long as the force of pride and 
interest have a dominion sufficiently powerful to subdue intheJhareja every prin** 
oiple of humanity and religion, this unnatural practice will bo bntslowly abolished. 

8. The eRect of rewards for convicting the offender and establishing tlie 

guilt of the parties might be attended with some benefit; they might be 
offered to stimulate the activity of informers, to enforce the penalties prescribed 
by the engagement, and remove obstacles which now interfere to prevent the 
crime being discovered. ^ 


9. The fines levied for the commission of the offence might be expended 
partly or wholly in rewards to those actively engaged in enabling the British 
Government to give greater effect to the suppression of the crime: this 
appears the only temptation likely to indnee an informer to come forward, 
that it would be politic or demrable to authorise, or that seems calculated to, 
afford any increa^ &ciliQr in estahlishijig the guilt of those perpetrating it. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) R. BaiKFwaix, Captajo, 

Kttttyvar Pci. Affent'i Office, Rajhot, I6M /«/, 1824. Political Agent. 
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(Signed) R. Babmxvau., Captain, 

Kttttywar Political Agents Office, 16M Julg 1824. Political Agent. 
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* From W. NBWKBitif, Eiq^ Chief Secretary to OoTemmeot, Bombay, 

To Captaia R. BAanwau^ Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Datti 3Ia< ]824« 

8ii,-~I have the honoor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr despatch 
dated the 16th instant, forwarding a statement of the nnmiwr of Jlmreja 
females at present living in Kattywar, and stating the obstades to the detection 
of Infanticide^ 

2. The great difficulty in the detection and prevention of the crime arises 
ftom the circumstance that the offenden are not under our government, being 
only our tributalfei, not our subjects. It is to be feared much time must 
elapse before this practice can be eradicated, and more will probably be done 
by the gradual increase of knowledge and civilisation than by direct means* 
The latter, however, when they can be employed, should by no means 
be neglected. 

3. The Governor in Council conridera the system of rewards to informants 
inexpedient in the circumstances of Kattywar. 


Bombajf Cattle, ditt July 1824. 

From W. NawMBsn, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain BaBBswALt., Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Baud the 28tA Morel 1826. 

Sia,-*RefeiTii^ to your report dated the 16th July 1824,^ on Female In« 
fanticide, the Governor in Council has been led to observe, that altiiough your 
account of the increased number of female children preserved is satisfactory, 
and that you propose a plan for further checkup that detestable practice, yet 
you do not state the measures you have adopted in consequence of the direc* 
lions contained in Mr. Simson’s letter of the 9Ui January 182Lf 

In recommending your attention to the subject, the Governor in Council 
requests that you will be pleased to state whether any fines have as yet been 
applied in the manner directed in the above instructiona. If they have not, 
the amount of all sums received since the date of that letter, and not 
appropriated to purposes connected with* the grievances which led to their 
imposition, the Governor in Council directs be now formed into a food, and 
distributed in the manner prescribed. 

I have the honour to be, dee. 

(Signed) W. Newhbav, 

B<mbay Cattle, 26(k March 1826. Chief Secretary to Government. 

* Vids pegs 412 ofthii Selection. t Vide extnci st pegs 411 of (hii Selectimi. 


I have the honour to be, Ac. 
(Signed) W. Nbwnhav, 

Cbie^ecretary. 
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From Captain R. BaEiriwatx, PoUtiod Agent, Kattjrwar, 

To W. NawifAAjf, Eaq., Chief Secretary to Gorerament, Bombay. 

DaUd 7th Junt 1835. 


Snii-^I hare the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th March last, on^the lobjeetof PemiJe IzAnticide. Referring to my report 
of the 16th July 1834, I obaerre that I do not state m it the measures 
that I bad adopted in comecpience of the inatractsone contained in Mr. 
Simeon’a letter of the 9di January 1621, or if may fines had been appropriated 
as yet in the manner therein recommended. 

2. I beg you wilt acquaint the Honorable the Oorerm^ in Council that 


every encouragement has been shown to those Jhitrcjaa who have attended to 
their engagements, and that during tbs time of their settlements some were 
permitted to postpone the payment of their tribute in the year in which the 
marriage of a daughter took place; remissious were granted to others, and all 
measures adopted that could testify to the tribe the ardent interest taken 
by the British Government in Ibis interesting subject; rewarding those who 
adhered to their engagements, and outictog with horror and disapprobation 
the conduct of others on whom rested a suspicion of having disregarded 
them. 9 

3. The ^^rejas of Dherol, Runmuljee the Chief of Rajkot, Moijee the 
Chief of Oowreedar,aod Dossajee the Chief of Dolefwa, have all received remis¬ 
sions expressly upon the principle laid down in Mr. Simson*s instructions. 

4. The Jhareja of Drappa was also allowed to postpone the payment of 
his tribute during the year that his daughter was marrM, and instalments, 
payable in future years, were accepted. 

6. I have suffered no opportunity, also, to pass, when meeting the Jhare* 
jas, without representing to them the enormify of the offence of Inhnricide, 
and pointing out how contrary it is to the precepts of their religion and the 
dictates of nature: my former report shows that much success has resulted from 
the arraogements of Colonel Walker, as the crime is now disavowed by all, and 
the feelings of nature and humanify have obtained so ascendancy, which, it 
is to be anticipated, may be progressive in the minds of the Jbarejas, and 
gradually lead to the entire a^lidon of this detestable practic# 

6. The obstacles that prevent the dete^on of the crime, or punishments 
being enforced, I noticed in my report of me 16th July last. In a case where 
the strongest suspicion often exists, as in that then stated of the Nowanuggur 
Chief, the means of convictiag the accused Is still wandng : this is a difficulty 
consequent on the limited authority and power that we possess in this peniu- 
ittla, and is, perhaps, not to be overcome with success Until the Chiefs will aid 
and co-operate in all measures calculated to suppress the crime, and 
encourage information being afforded by thw dependents that it requisite for 
enforcing the penalties which the engagements authorise. 

7. No fine has become hitherto available, because all that have been 
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levied have beea ^propriated m compeoeation for the k>ae of property, or ia 
payment of esoenses ioddent on enforcing their recovery. 

8. The first that ie likely to become available to the Aud ie now in 
couree of recovery from (he Ooodul Raja, for a breach of hii eog^emenU,; 
amonniingto Rs. Io,000. The proportion of this fine appertaining to the 
Oaekwar is Ra. 8,086-2*4; the remainder, or Rs, 6,913-1-66, the Company*! 
share, will be credited to the lofonticide Fond, and appropriated hereafter 
under the sanciton of Government. 

9. The occasions on which these fines have been imposed in the last four 
years are exhibited in the annexed statement; most of them refer to the 
Komaun insunection, and the amount of them has been credited in part liqui¬ 
dation of the military expense incurred on that occasion; the fine of Rs. 4,000 
refers to a sum exacted as compensation for property plundered from a village 
subject to the Amrelee authority, and paid over to His Highness Ae 
Gaekwar*s Ryuts, as indemnificution for their losses. 

10. I beg to annex (No. 2) a statement of the expense estimated to be 
requisite to marry the daughters of the Jharejas now in existence; dividing 
them into four classes, and calculating the number of marriages likely to taka 
place each year from the present age of their daughters; framing ^is state¬ 
ment upon that which is annexed to my report to you of the 16th of July, 
No. 33 of 1824. 

• ! have the honour to be, kc. 


(Signed) R. Babnxwaix 

Political Agimt 

KtUiytPor Political Agtnfo Office, Rajkot, Ilk June 182& 
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No. 2. 

Statewunt iiowing (ke estimated Expease aUendaat oa the Marriaps of 189 
Jharga Females of the fimr RasJm and Classes ; the Nasaher that it ie 
estimated are to he Monied each year, with the Sum usualfy espewied on 
each. ' 
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(Signed) R. Barnrwall^ 

Political Agent* 

KftUfpcar Political Asset's Office, R^kat, 7th Fune 1825. 


From W. NswNaAK, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain Barvswall, Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Sih July 1825. 

—1 have the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 7th oltimo, on the subject of Female Infanticide in the Province of Katty¬ 
war, and to express the great approbation of the Governor in Council with 
your proceedings. 

The Governor in Council directs that all fines under Rs. 20,000, which are 
^^ot given up la the sufferert on whose acconnt the fine may have been levied, 
aball hereafter be allotted to the Infanticide Fund. 
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Copy of my letter of this date to the Assistent m charge of the Residency 
at Baroda, on the subject, is enclosed for your information. 

1 hare the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Nhwnean, 

* Bmnhay CoitU, 6th July 1826. Chief Secretary. 


From W. Nkwn&am, Esq., Chief Secretary to Goremment, Bombay, 

To the Assmtakt ik Cbaeob, Baroda. 

Dated bth July 182S« 

8i 8,~I bare the honour to transmit to you copy of a letter from the Politic 
cal Agent in Kattywar, dated the 7th ulUmo, with enclosure, respecting the 
prevention of Female Infanticide in that province. 

3. The Governor in Council requests that you will take a favourable 
opportunity of bringing the subject to the notice of the Gaekwar Government, 
and endeavour to prevail on it to co-operate in the measures proposed by 
Captain Barnewall, by appropriating its portion of fines to a similar purpose. 

3. You are requested, however, not to press the measure, if found to be 
disagreeable to His Highness. 

4. A copy of my letter of this date, to Captain Bamewall, is herewith 
enclosed, for your information. 

t have the honour to be, dec. 

(Signed) W. Newnuam, 

Bombay CoitUf 6lh July 1825. Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant Resident, Baroda, 

To W. Nbwkham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Doitd 18rA Auyuti 1826. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 
the 6th ultimo, with its enclosures, relating to measures proposed by the 
Political Agent in Kattywar for the picveution of Female iQ&nticide in 
^at province. 

2. In conformity with the instructions of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council, I embraced a favourable opportunity afforded me in a late interview 
/with His Highness the Gaekwar and hts Minister, to explain to them the 
nature and object of the measures proposed; and it is with the highest gratifi- 
.cation I am enabled to report that 1 experienced but little di£Bculty in pre* 
vailing upon them to co-operate, in the manner requested, to put an end to so 
barbarous and unnatural a practice. 

3* Having obtained this verbal acquiescence, I considered it expedient 
that the same should be recorded. Wi^ this view, I sent a written proposal 
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to tbe Baroda Durbar, copjr and tiansktioD of whose reply is herewith 
traaemitted. 

4, On reference to this, Oovemment will be gratified to obaerre that the 
Gaekwai'a assent to adopt the same meaeurea, wiUi mpeet to hie tributariee, 
as those already adopted by the British Goremroent, is given in the most 
liberal terms. It is, moreover, made retrospective to the period when Captain 
Bamewsli received charge of Kattywar; no limit in the amount of fines to be 
appropriated for the suppression of In&nticide is specified, but an account of 
the manner in which they may be appropriated is requested may be rendered 
annually. * 

6. The TolUical Agent in Kattywar will be duly apprised of the acqui¬ 
escence of this Government having been obtained to the recomsnendatiou of 
the Honorable Board to co-operate in this benevolent design. 

1 have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) J. P» WiLLOUQRnT, 

Baroda Regidency, 18tA Avgust 1826. Assistant Resident. 


Translation of a Memorandum from the Gathwor Government dated the 

* 13tA August 182(). 

A memorandum has been received from tlio Residency, dated 9th of ho 
firHt Shrawun Viid (August 9th, 1825), stating that a letter had been rccc^ivcd 
by Mr. Willoughby from Mr. Newnham, Chief Secretary to Government, 
referring to the expedition of Colonel Walker into Kattywar in Sumvut 1864 
(a. d. 1807-08), at which time the settlement in perpetuity for the tribute was 
adjusted, and pledges obtained from tlie Jhareju Rajpoots that they would 
desist from their practice of Female Tnbnticide. Colonel Walker, it is stated, 
resolved at the time that the sums levied as fines, from disturbers of tho 
peace, and other offenders, should, through the clemency of Government, bo 
didtributed in such sums as were suitable to the station in lifb of the partis 
concerned, to defray the marriage expenses of the females who should be 
preserved through this arrangement. This being brought to the notice of the 
Bombay Government by Captain Bamewall, the orders of Government have 
been forwarded to him, that dirough the British dependencies in Kattywar, 
the sums realised m fines paid by disturbers of the peace should be appro¬ 
priated as above specified; and Captain Bamewall ha^, accordingly, made the 
necessary arrangements. Further, Mr.Newnham’s letter requires that infor¬ 
mation of this flctdement should be given to the Gaekwar Government, and 
a suggestion be made of the propriety of its being extended to Gaekwar 
dependencies also, id the same province. In communicating this, an early 
answer was solicited; to which it is replied, that tlic case under consideration 
is one of cliarity, and will procure the blessing of Heaven on botii Govern- 
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menu; therefore, whatever mmi hsre been realised as fines on offenders, 
since Captain Bamewall was {Jaced in cha^e of the districts, or any extra 
revenue beyond ibe tribute as fixed for perpetuity by Colonel Walktf, may be 
appropriated as above sperifled, the disposal being year by year duly commu¬ 
nicated to ua, and the arrangement ia h^bly satisfactory to this Govenunent. 

(True translation) 

(Signed^ R. H. Kbnhbdt, 

Translator. 

From W. Nswnbam, E^., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. WiLiouGBBT, Esq., Assistant in Charge, Baroda. 

Dated 30/A Awffuet 1825. 

SiB,^In reply to your letter dated the 16th instant, forwarding translate of 
a memorandum from the Gaekwar Government, stating its readiness to co¬ 
operate with the British Government in putting an end to Female Infanticide, 
I am directed to express (he satisfaction of the Governor in Council at the 
success of your endeavours to obtain the concurrence of His Highoesa*s 
Government in the arrai^ements proposed for the abolition of so detestable a 
practice. 

1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) W. Nxwnbam, 

Bombay CmtU, 30M 1625. Chief Secretary to Oovernment 


From Captain R. Babnbwall, PolHical Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. Nswnhah, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dai«i \0ik Apnl \%i6. 

SiB,~r have the honour to annex a statement of presents i propose* mak¬ 
ing to the four classes of Jhareja Chiefo, as a mark of the approb^on of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council at their attention to their engagements 
in preserving th^ female offspring, and to request a sanction for disburs¬ 
ing the amount in qnestioo from the infanticide Fund. When the Jharejas 
are assembled for this purpose, 1 ^sU assure them of the unceasing interest 
taken by the British Govempient in this subject, and I shall inform them 
that I have received the most positive instructions to distinguish, by acts of 
favour and countenance, all that evince a strict regard to their eng^ements, 
and punish by pen^ty and severe displeasure others who, by disregarding 
their ex^agements, violate the dictates of huiimot^ and the solemn precepts 
of their religion. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) R. Barmxwaxx, 

Kattywar Pol, JywU'e Office^ Ra/kotf lOM Jprtl 1825. Political A^nf. 
* The smagsowBl pn^iosed was spprorse hf Oofcnnwai on the 34th April 1826. 
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StaUmni of PrmnU prapmd to Uimidoio the Jhar^ tpodfiod in iho 
StatmiRt encUmd to Oooemmeni in siy Do^ntck datod 7tk Juno 1826, 
No. 60, vAm Dougkten art preteroed and ntno fimy, dividing than uito 
/tfvr Claim. 


1 

1 

(3t« 1 

leqnirlAf. 

VtlM of Om PvcMat 
propowd loMeh 
of ^ Clsis. 

Towl CM of 
ProTlaeo. 



Ba. • 

Ba. 

lit Class 

3 

250 

750 

2Dd Class .... 

3 

60 

180 

3rd Class .... 

4 

40 

160 

4th Clssi .... 

182 

25 

4,550 

Total.. 

m 


5,040 


(Signed) R. Barnbwall, 

Political Agent 

Kaitguar Poliiical AgtnC$ Office^ Rojkoi^ lOM April 1826« 


From W. Nbwnuax, Eaq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

To the Acnna Poutical Aobrt, Kattywar. 

Doled 6tA itforcA 1H27. 

SiR,~I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
request your attention to the mstructionB furnished to the late Political Agent 
(on the 28th March 1825),* on the subject of Female Infanticide, also to the 
former orders issued by the Honorable the Governor when in the Province of 
Kattywar* 

The Governor in Council requests that you will be good enough to state 
the measures adopted to cany those instructions into effect since Major 
Barnewall's last report, the success which has attended them, and the general 
prospect with regard to a diminution of the crime. 

I have the honour to be, kt. 

(Signed) W* Nbwbbah, 

Chief Secretary to GovernmeDt 

Bombay Coiile, 6ih Marek 1827. 


* Vide pegs 423 of this Sclectm. 
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From J. Williams Resident st Barods, 

To W. NxinmAHy Esq., Chief Secretary to GoTernment, Bombay. 

Dated 21s^ Atifftui 1828. 

SiR,^I hare much pleasure in forwarding the enclosed letter from Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Miles, Political Agent in Palhunpoor, with its enclosures, show¬ 
ing the happy results of his humane endearours to abolish the wretched prac¬ 
tice of Feo^e Infanticide in the district under his superintendence. I am 
confident that Goremment will participate in the gratification expressed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles, and will view his proceedings with approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) h Wj 1 X 1 Alls, 

Resident. 

From Lieutenant Colonel W. Mi lbs, Polirical Agent, Palhunpoor, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 16lA Avffutt 1828. 

Si a,^ In reference to my letters to Mr. WUoughby, dated I9tb June and 
10th August 1827, reporting that, in conformity to the engagements entered 
into by the Jhareja Chiefs attached to this Agency, several had preserved their 
female children, and forwarding a list of their ndmes, I have the honour to 
enclose copies of notes forwarded to me by the Karkoon stationed at Santul- 
poor Chorar, dated 18th August 1827 and 2ad August 1628, and from the 
Karkoon at Charcbate, dated 21st November 1827 and 20th July 1828, con¬ 
taining lists of the female children since preserved by the Jbarejas of these 
Talookas; and f beg to observe that, from this sample of their faith in the 
observance of their engagements, I entertain great hopes that the horrible 
custom of destroying their female ofTspriog will be, under the mild influence 
of the British Gtovernmeot, in a short period entirely abandoned in this quarter. 

I have the honour to be,.^. 

(Signed) W. Milbb, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Agent. 

% 

TVanelate ef NoUe received Jhm the Korioon itationed at Santulpoor CAorur, 
amiaitiiM^ IasU of Femaie ChUdren prteerved hy the Jhargae of that Tt> 
hohoj VI conformity to the Engagement entered into by the Chirfs on the 
Qrd March 1827, dated 18ri( August 1827 and 2nd August 1828; also 
IVanslate of Notes recehed from the Karhoon at Cherckate, dated 21sf 
November 1827 and 2(Uk July 1828. 

At thb Town op Santulpoob. 

Jhareja Nathajee Raisinghanee, a daughter, boro 27th July 1827, named 
Adikace, now living. 
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Jhareja Kesarjee, a daughter, bom 13(b March 1828, named Majeeba, 
now liviog. 

Jhareja Aijoonjee, a daughter, boro 10th June 1828, named Adiba, now 

Pryangjee. a daughter, bom 6th June 1828, named Moteeba, now 

At tbb Village op Pueb. * 

Jhareja Dojoojee, a daughter, boro 17lh Auguat 1827, named Bajeeba, now 
living. e 

Jhareja Anund Sing, a daughter, bom lat Jane 1828, named Adiba, now 

living. 

At tbb ViLLAoB OP Babba. 

Jhareja Keeuijee, a daughter, bom 28th May 1827, named Hoemjeeba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Runajee, a daughter, bom 9th January 1828, named Jejeeba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Dujoojee, a daughter, bom 2drd January 1828, named Rujbaee, 
now living. 

Jhareja Dadajee, a daughter, bom 19th June 1828, named Deobaee, now 

At tbb VlLLAGB OP CSARVnKA. 

Jhareja Muloojee, a daughter, bom 21at April 1827, and named Bainj, 
now living. 

At tbb VlLLAGB OP Sonbtsb. 

Thakoor Jhareja, a daughter, bom 21at November 1627, not named at that 
|)eriod, now liviog. 

At tbb VlLLAOB OF LllCnOBBB. 

Jhareja Maunjec, a daughter, bom 20th July 1828, now living. 

(True tranalatea) 

(Signed) W. Hilbs, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Agent 

From J. Bax, E$q., Secretary to Government, 

To the Uesjdbnt at Baboda. 

Dated 9ih September 1828. 

Sir,— I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
2l8t ultimo, transmitting copy of one from the Political Agent at Palhunpoor, 
showing the happy results of his humane endeavours to abolish Female Infan¬ 
ticide, and to express the sincere satisfaction of the Governor in Council wiUi 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles's proceedii^ in this most laudable object 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombajf Ca$(le, 9(h September 1828. Secretaiy to Government. 



livii^. 

Jhareja 

living. 
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From D. A. Bjuks, Esq., AasUtut Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. NawraAM, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 3Ut «/Wy 1828. 

StB,~I have the hononr to reply ip yonr letter of the 8th March 1827,* 
requiring information respecting the measures adopted for checking Female 
In&nticide in Kat^war since Major Baniewall's last report 

The difficulties opposed to the detection of the crime are so great that a 
clear case of conviction can hardly be supposed, and punishment, therefore, 
should be resorted to with great caution. No grounds of suspicion against 
individuals have, however, come to notice. 

Our chief reliance must, in the present state of society and Government in 
Kattywar, be placed in measures of persuasion and encouragement, and these 
continue to be unremittingly persevered in. * 

An Infanticide Fund has been formed, according to the instructions of 
Government, and presents have been distributed to some of those who have 
preserved their female children. It was intended that each individual 
known to have a daughter living should receive some mark of the approbation 
of Government, and they were accordingly invited to Rajkot for that purpose 
by the late Acting Political Agent. A few only attended, but all those who 
came received presents according to their rank. , An account of this Fund is 
herewith enclosed. 

A census of the Jhareja females in the Nowanuggur Talooka, which was 
made last year, enumerates 171 individuals, which is an increase of 96 on the 
number shown in the statement which accompanied Major Bamewall's report. 
Referring, however, to the ages specified in this census, it appears that the 
increase now exhibited must be partly owing to omissions on the former 
inquiry; but if there be any inaccuracy on this head, there is not, I imagine, 
the slightest doubt that the total is correct, and that there are at least that 
number of Jhareja females now alive in the Nowannggur districts. 

An equally favourable result will, I doubt not, be exhibited when a census 
shall have been made of the other Talookas. 

Without, therefore, over*estiinating the success which we have hitherto 
obtained, much has unquestionably been effected towards determining this 
horrid and unnatural practice. 

The chief motive with the Jharejas to the commission of Infimticide is the 
pride which leads them to consider the other tribes of pools an worthy of 
receiving their daughters in marriage; and as no Rajpoot can marry a feiimle 
of his own tribe, they prefer putting them to death to the prospect of the dis<> 
honour which it likely to result fn>m their living in a single state. 

Laka FuUanee, the most powerful sovereign of their race, who ruled over 
Kutch anif Sind, is said to have sent two Brahmins to find an appropriate 

* Vide pa^ 43) of thia Ssketim. 
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match for hU daughters, bat they relumed without bemg able to discover any 
one of equal ra Jk; and as be was unwilling to marry them to an inferior, die 
Brahmins recommended that they should not be allowed to live. They were 
accordingly put to death, and the example being thus sanctioned, the Jhai'ejas 
have since destroyed their female children immediately at their birth. 

The expense of marrying their daughters might operate with the poorer 
Jharejss, but the preservation of a female was equally unl^uown in tlie most 
wealthy fotnilies. 

Amongst the other Rajpoots, equality of rank and wealtli is the chief con¬ 
sideration in contracting marriages; and the Mareja females who have been 
preserved since the engagements entered into with Colonel Walker have been 
given in marriage according to this rule. 

As the example of the principal Talookdars in sanctioning tliis^practice may 
be expected to have great influence in diminishing the crime, it is highly gra- 
tiding to observe that in each of tlie large Talookas either the Chief himself or 
one of his nearest Bhyad have joined in establishing it by tbo preservation 
and marriage of tlieir daughters. 

The principal Jliareja Talookas are Nowanuggur, Gondul, Rajkot, Moorvee, 
and Dherol. 

In Nowanu^^r, the Jam*s own brother has a daughter, who is betrothed to 
the son of the Uona of Poorbundcr, the head of tlie Jetwa Rajpoots. 

In Gondul, the present CKicfs late brother, who preceded him on the Gac^?e, 
had a daughter, who is married to the son of the Raja of Dnu^dra, the 1 
of the Jhalla Rajpoots. 

In Rajkot, the late Chief, father of the present Tbakoor, had a daughter, 
who is also married to the son of the Raja of Drangdra. 

In Moorvee, the present Chief has a daughter, who is married to the son of 
the Raja of Wankancer, a Jhalla RajpooL 

In Dherol, several distant relations of the Chief have married daughters, but 
none of his own family have yet concurred in setting an example to his subjects. 

When the prejudice with regard to marriage shall have been fully overcome, 
it may, 1 think, be anticipated that the Jharejas will adopt the same views 
respecting the expense of the celebration, Ac. as the other tribes of Rajpoots, 
with whom they have now become more intimately connected. In the census 
above noticed, 68 out of 17i appear to be married or betrothed. Of the 
remainder, the greater part are of tender years, but a few have exceeded the age 
beyond which they should not remain single, and in such instances, if poverty 
be the cause, assistance judicioosly afforded might have a benefleial effect. 

The liajpoots, in general, are said to be guilty of the crime of Female In^- 
ticide, but in any other tribe except the Jhareja ^tt is, I believe, of very rare 
occurrence, and is not admitted to exist in Kattywar. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. * 

* (Signed) D. A. Blakb, 

KattipDaT Pol. Agonfi Office, iUtJefy 1828. Assist. Pol. Agent. 

itjQ 
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From J. Bax, Esq., Secretary to GoTemmeot, Bombay, 

To the Actzno Political Agbi^t, Kattywar. 

DaUd 9lA September 1828. 

am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 
the 31st July last^^ on the progress of the measures adopted for checking 
Female Infanticide in Kattywar, tf^ether with an account of the Infanticide 
Fund, and to express the entire assurance of the Governor in Council that 
your unremitted attention will continue to be directed to the very important 
object of checking the horrid {practice of Infanticide. 

Although the prepress hitherto made has not been to marked and effectual 
as could be wished, yet it has been sufficient to encourage every hope that, in 
the course of time, every wish will be fully obtained. 

I have the honour to be, tee. ^ 

(Signed). J. Bax, 

Sombfxrf Castle, 9ih September 1828. Secretary to Government. 


From D. A. Blanb, Esq., Acting Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. Newnuam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

• JDated UthJufy 1829. 

Sin,—I have the l^onour to forward a report from my late First Assistant, 
Mr. Langford, respecting Uic progress of our endeavours for the suppression 
of Infanticide in the Dherol Talooka, and trust the Honorable Uie Governor 
in Council will approve of his having distributed presents as therein detailed. 

I beg leave, at the same time, to acquaint you that the Tiiakoor of Moorvee 
has expressed himself to have been highly gratified by the distinction which 
has been shown him in consideration of his father Jebajee having been the 
first to set die example to the Jharejas of preserving their daughters, and he 
observes on this head, that to do so being a Dhurm no kam*' (a sacred duty), 
there will be no remissness on bis part in fulfilling it 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) D. A. Blaxb, 

Pol, Agent's Office, Rajkot, WthJuly 1829. Acting Political Agent 


From J. W. Langfobd, Esq., Assistant Political Agent, Kattyvrar, 

To D. A. Blanb, Esq., Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Iktted Moorvee, Mtk April 1829. 

Sir, -•During the time 1 was at Dherol, I bad an opportunity of distribudng 
some of the presents sent by the Government some time since for the purpose 
of being given to those Jharejas who had set the good example to their caste of 
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uving Uieir dftiighien from the inhoman ciutom of Inhoticidei aod I trust my 
haring done so will meet your approbatioiL 

The names of these indiriduals I do myself the honour to annex, and it will 
be gratifying to (fovemmeat to know that sereral daughters hare been aared 
in this small Talook*^ since you last reported regarding it in June. 

Not haring sufficient presents with me at the time to distribute to all the 
Jharejas that had dai^bters at this place, I expressly told*t}iose who did not 
get them that their claim should be remembered at some future time, or on 
application at Rajkot. 

When it is considered that in this petty States which does not contain more 
than twenty-five or thirty inhabited villages, there are no less than seventy*one 
Jhareja females at present in existence, a number nearly equal to what the total 
was in the peninsula a few years since, I humbly conceive it will be apparent 
to Government that the efTorU of late made towards the abolition of Infanticide 
have been attended with considerable success. 

I trust I shall be excused in bringing the case of Boput Sing, the Raja of 
Dherol, to their notice. He has been for some years a strong advocate for the 
suppression of this revolting crime, and has himself had two daughters; but as 
they are neither at present living, I did not consider myself authorised in mak¬ 
ing him a present suitable to his rank witliout au order from Government. 

He is now in particularly cmbarraAscd circumstances, owing to the poverty 
of his Tahwka, most of (hi Bliyad villages for whose tribute ho is answerr i>lo 
being dc|)opnlatcd, and cither a present or some si^all deduction from our 
demands on him, given expressly in consideration of the good example ht lias 
set, may, I think, have a considerable effect as an inducement to the other 
Jhareja Talookdurs to a similar exertion in putting a stop to tliis l»arbarous 
custom. 1 have the honour to be, &r. 

(Signed) J. W. LANorono, 

Moome, April 1829. Assistant Political Agent 


Kama of tliottJhanjoi of the Dherol Dhyad who had PreeeaU made them hj 
Mr, La?ioford, on account of their having taeed Daughters^ 


5uDe of 

Ksme of hii Village. 

Amoont of VrwsaX. 

Wheo givea.* 

Beessjee . 

Babijee . 

Mnlcsjec. 

jewanjee. 

Samutjungjee .... 

Kayr^ee. 

Rsiniingjce. 

■WukUjee. 

Deysaljec. 

Nooogunjee. 

Roseca. 

SuDoosura . 1 

Nuttoo Wudla.. 

Roues.: 

EcUU. 

Wunpurte .' 

Ditto . 

Rejeriou. 

Mujogta. 

Ditto . 

& Pugret A Checla.. 
JHtto 

Ditto 

Ihtto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

23nl March 1829. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

. Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.! 
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Names of the Jhanja Bhyad of Dherol Talooka; their DaeghUre* Names; 

and tehere retideni. 


Ac. 


1 

2 

3 

4 


S 


6 

7 

8 
9 

JO 

]] 

J2 


AiJM of 
Dcughttr. 


PAlbcr^fe 

NUM. 


13 

14 
J5 
10 


17 

IS 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
20 
27 
2S 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 


Roopalibtce.... | 
Bteebft. 


Mojeb* 

Mojeba. 


Doeejoe . 

lloo|«lil» Mug* 
jocba ....... 

Rmpaliba. 


jJehajce.... 
HallAjee .. 
Bhjjee.. 
JeMtjee .. 

Kurunjee •. 

Rnnsitiljee. 
lUwtjet . 
IIubMjee.. 
Nftgjcc.... 

jSungajee .. 
VenjM. •.. 
Nulbocgee.. 


Baccjee1>A. 
IJejecba... 


Dajdjijn .. 
KKftDu»]e« 

Wagjeo.... 
Kurunjce.. 


OfvbttyiBcge. 


Borcgodec. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
IKtto 
lUdor .... 


Ditto. 
Eetalt. 
lUknbclU 


Kokn. 
Ditto. 
Chullo. 
Ditto . 


. Bhyj 

Pooleeba.Mooloojce. . 

. Ditto .. 

I . Twjblioy.. 

RoopaJiboee.... Kbengiijce. 

Baecj^ba. .... 

Dugooba.Mooijee .. 

. Ditto .. 

KejBMDba .... Mooloojee.. 

Dosttjee .. 
Nothoojee.. 
Bawbee .. 
Jehuee.... 
Nutuocjee.. 
^oancc .. 
DiUo .. 


Joeba ... 
Roopaliba 
Bajaeba • . 
Vufnba... 
Naneeba . 


^/ectuba . 
Moongeba 
Huijeaba. 
Rot^iba 
Motccba . 


c • 


teS 

Hunojct 

Key»j« 

woopajae 


Ditto. 
Dbungnrro. 
Ditto 
Ditto. 
Maopoor. 

ar- 

Ditto .... 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
DiUo. 
Seala. 
Ditto. 
Ditto .... 


Ditto. 

Moto Wagodor. 
Ditto. 

IHtto. 

Ditto 


Tbis peraon has a daughter about 
a ;ear old. 

rhia peraoD hte a daughter like- 
wiae, latelp bom. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Three yeara old. 


|Tbia penon Ku a daughter a 
year old, liringinher mother's 
village of Kabrabclla, of the 
Jam, Dear Dherol. 


Ramarka. 


Thia peraon'a daughter ia mar¬ 
ried to Jhalla Eugajee's aon, of 
Kiffleote. 


^ery young. 


Very young. 


Married to Jhalla Umrajee'a aon, 
of Drappa. 


Married to one of ibe DraDsdra 
Bbvad. 
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33 Itfajeeba .Mooloowe. . Moto Wagodur 

39 Deoba.WunnajM. . Ditto. 

40 Soojeeba.Soorajee .. Ditto. 

41 AdM.8uBga)€e .. Ditto. 

42 Bambaw.PoUjeo.... Ditto. 

43 Bajeebaeo.«««. • Hotajeo .. Ditto •.. 

44 Motaebwe Doogajee.. Sumteaa. 

45 Wuktobaee .... Hukojoe .. Ditto. 

43 Jejeeba.Radajee .. Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Mamod to Rautda Dadajoe> of 
Dorajee. 


iMarricd to JbaUa Wujobboy, of 
Sirdharke. 


47 Majeeba.Jeisajee .. Nana Wagodar. 

48 Moteoba.Bhanaiea .. Ditto. 

49 Daeeba.Reerajce .. Ditto .... A year and a half old. 

30 Baeeraj.Sninfutean- 

jve .... Eetali ..Received a present from Mr. 

Laiirforcl. 

51 Bhoonjeba .... Mookajee. . Nutto Wurdla.. Ditto ditto. 

52 Baeeraj.Deyeuljec. . Mujgoot.Married to Kooer 8udtblia» son 

of Jc«sajee» of Drapsdra. 

53 Nanceba.Noongajee . Ditto Rc^ivcil a present from Mr. 

Langford. 

54 Jejeeba.Kajsajef .. Wnopuree .... Ditto ditto. 

f>5 Blioonjeba .... Rainsanjee . Ditto .... Ditto ditto. 

.^3 Uoopaliba...... Wuktajee. . Kcjeriou. Ditto ditto. 

it? . Baasjoe .. Jtwrou. 

58 Moteeba ...... Bngwanjee . lUjpoor. 

59 . lUMjec .. Ditto ...... Fire yean of age. 

60 Moteeba.Beesajee .. Roscea........ Received a present f^’Orn Mr. 

l^ngford. 

61 . Jewanjec.. Ditto.. l^tto ditto. 

62 Moteeba.MooUjee .. Ditto..Married to Jballa iuttajeci of 

Padra. 

63 Jejeebs........ Ditto .. Kengar. Ditto to Jhalla Bsleesjee's son» 

of Keerwa. 


63 Ijcjeebs........ Ditto 


64 Ladaba.Babsjee • 

65 Bownjeeba .... Ditto 

66 Wuktoba.M^lowjc 

67 Bownjeeba .... fiitto 




Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto 


8 Baeeba 


Ditto 


omarbaea 


IV 


. Hnks^ . 

ejeeba.Mayroojee 


Ditto .... 

loddroon 

WOOXU 


ReceivW a present from Mr. 
Lan^ord. 

Marrim to Jhalla Ladajee» of 
Kotaria. 

Married to the son of Biriijee 
I M^jee, of Gondul. 

Married to Jballa Kengagee's 
i son* of Knrwar. 


j: 


....«• ^0 Tears old. 

.tmgar .Mamed to Woktajps, of Goudul. 


[Copied from a statement inade by the Bajmand hie Bbyad.] 

(Signed) J. W. Lahofobd^ 

Aseistani Political Agent. 
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From C. Nob»i§» Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to OoTerament, Bombay, 
To the Agtiko Pouticai. Aobnt, Kattywar. 

DaUd 2l$t Jyfy 1829. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the recapt of yoor letter dated the 
11th July with copy of one from Mr. Langford, reporting the progress of our 
endeavours to suppress Infanticide in the Dberol Talooka. 

The Governor in Council approves of the presents distributed to the Jha* 
rejas of this Talooka, in consequence of their exemplary conduct in abstaining 
from the practice of Infanticide, and desires that you will express to them the 
high satisfaction of Government at their attention to its wishes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay Cattle, 2\tt July 1829. Acting Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. WiLLOOOHDT, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Political Commissioner for Giizerat 

Bated 24th April 1833. 

Sir,— 1 have the honour to acknowledge the r^eipt of your letter dated the 
14th of January last, and, with reference to the 2nd paragraph of the letter 
which accompanied it from the Chief Secretary to Government, to forward an 
account of the Infanticide Fund established for the preservation of the children 
of the Jharejas, which exhibits a balance on the SIst of December 1832, in 
favour of that institution, of Rs. 51,146*(M2{. 

2. The resources of this Fund are two^fold,—let, fines imposed on the 
tributaries for misconduct, and for breaches of their engagements; 2nd, the 
Mohsulee collections. In the account* now transmitted, I have only deemed 
it necessary to show the a^regate amount collected under each head monthly 
from the first formation of the Fund in 1625 up to the end of 1832. Should 
it, however, be required, 1 can earily furnish the details from which the 
account has been compiled. 

3. 1 lately called upon the Chiefs in whose territory the revolting crime of 
Infanticide prevailed, to send in registers of the number of the female children 
that are now living, in order to afford data for ascertaining how far the humane 
efforts of Government to abolbh the inhuman practice has been attended 
with success. 

4. I shall hereafter have the honour to submit these returns to Government, 
and at the same time propose a scale of distribution of the balance now avail* 
able among those who have preserved their children, and whose poverty or 
other circumstances may render it expedient to confer upon them pecuniary 
aid or favour on the part of Government 

* Omitted from tbn Sclectioa. 
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5. I annex a statement in the Guzeratbee language of the receipts and 
disbursementa of the Fund, for the information, according to agreement, of His 
Higlmeas the Gaekwar. 

I bare Uie honour to be, 

(Signed) J. P. Wiluivohdy, 

Kattytear PoL AgtnVs Office^ R<Tjkotf24th April 1833. Political Agent. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Ksq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq*, Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 24tk September 1834. 

gIH^.With reference to my letter dated the 24th of April 1833, I have 
now the honour to submit a few obaervations u|)on the interesting subject of 
Female Infanticide, which has engaged my constant and sedulous attention 
ever since my return from tlie performance of a special duty at Ahmodabad. 

2. In my letter of the 24th of December last, I explained that the delay 
which lias occurred in transmitting this report originated in the difficulty 
ex])ericnced in obtaining registers showing the number of Jhareja females who 
have l>een preserved. These could only be procured from the Chiefs tlicm* 
selves; and being strongly impressed witli tlie conviction that we must princi* 
pally rely on persuasion an<f encouragement for the entire suppression of tho 
dreadful crime of Infanticide, I felt unwilling to resort to any kind of compaU 
sion in obtaining the returns. My patience has been ultimately rewarded, and 
it is now in my power to ftimish tlie most complete, and at the same time, 1 
believe, the most accurate census of the sons and daughters of the Jhareja 
tribe tliathas ever yet been mode. 

3. It is my intention to divide my present report into three separate heads: 
in the first, 1 shall take a brief retrospect of Uie measures adopted for the 
suppression of Infanticide, and tlic degree of success which appears tu have 
resulted from them during tlie agency of my predecessors ; in the second, I 
shall analyse and remark upon the census now transmitted ; in the third, I 
shall make such observations and suggestions upon the proceedings which 
appear to me called for and expedient, with Uie view.of ensuring a more rigid 
enforcement of Colonel Walker's arrangements for the suppression of the crime, 
and of evincing the deep and lively interest which the BriUsh Government 
must ever feel in securing that systemaUc Inffinticide, the grossest stain that 
ever disgraced humanity, shall be entirely suppressed. 

4. The attention of the British Govern meat to the prevalence of In&nticide 
in Kattywar was first excited in 1806-06, by the late Colonel Walker, 
Resident at Baroda; and to him, as the author of the jndicions measures then 
adopted for its suppression, and to the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor 
at the time of Bombay, is the chief praise due for having laid the foundation 
of the abolition of so revolting a crime. The success of those measures was 
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not 90 complete as the Mognine anticipated! or oo immediate as all desired. It 
was not to be expected that a whole tribe would at once relinquish a custom 
in which, however barbarous, they rather prided themselves, instead of 
r^;arding it as an indelible stain on their character. This want of success, 
however, is no reproach to the eminent public servant above alluded to. 
Whoever peruses his able and interesting report on Infanticide, dated in 
March 1808,* must acknowledge that bit zeal and philanthropy were fully 
equalled by the talent and sagacity with which he finally attained his object. 
Ardently as he looked forward to its accomplishment, and conscious, perhaps, 
of the immortality which success would confer on his memory, he turned 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, but, declining to enter into any 
compromise, insisted that the Cbieft of the Jhareja tribe should agree uncon¬ 
ditionally, and ultimately succeeded in prevailing upon them to consent 
voluntarily to abandon a practice abhorrent to man, and opposed to the 
dictates of reason and religion. In the end, he overcame every difficulty, 
and when all the other important services be performed for the State have 
been forgotten, the name of ** Albxanosr Walkbb” will be revered and 
hallowed, as the saviour of a numerous race of helpless innocents, and as 
the person who succeeded in rekindling the parental tie (the strongest that 
pervades creation) among a whole tribe, from whose breasts it had for 
many generations been rooted out by pride, avarice, and some of the worst 
feelings that enter the heart of man. The (Partial failure of the plans 
adopted for the extinction of Infanticide is principally to be attributed to the 
almost unsurmountable difficulty which exists against detection, without the 
establishment of a system of espionage and inquisition over the domestic 
affairs of the Jharejas, to which (when the peculiar notions they, in common 
with all Ilajpoota, entertain respecting the privuy in which the female branches 
of their families should be kept are considered) they never could be expected to 
submit. So great is this difficulty, that notwithstanding the het of the conti¬ 
nuance of Infanticide is placed beyond doubt by the extreme disproportion 
existing between the number of male and female Jharejas, I can only trace 
on the records of this office, during a period of twenty-five years, one instance 
where investigation and punishment has followed an infraction of Colonel 
Walker’s settlements. S^H, however, it is gratifying to reflect that a consi¬ 
derable degree of success has resulted from Colonel Walker’s measures. 
Previous to the renunciation of Infanticide by the Jhareja Chiefi of Kattywar, 
only five instances were known where parental feeling had overcome the 
general custom of the tribe. This ffict is stated in the report of March 1808, 
and on the 16th December of that year. Colonel Walker forwarded a 
return, showing that during the short period intervening, twenty-five daugh¬ 
ters had been preserved ; and on the 35th of the same month, another return, 
showing that the number had increased to thirty-two. This flattering prospect, 
no doubt, excited expectations, both in Europe and in this country, which, 

* Vi4e psevf 3S8 to 378 of thU Sclsetioo. 
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unhappily, were doomed to be disappointed. In 1812, Major Camac tried 
the esperimeut of etationiog Mehtas at the principal Jhareja towns, for the 
purpose of communicating the ** birth, preserration, or murder of female 
children*’; but the jealousy with which they were looked upon rendered their 
exertions nearly aborfive, and they were withdrawn. In the same year, the 
Jam of Nowanuggur was fined Rs. 5,000 for general inattention to the engage¬ 
ment he had entered into in 1808,* that the practice of Infanticide should be 
discontinued within his jurUdicUon; and on this occasion this Chief was 
required to renew that engagement. In September 1H17, Major Camac 
reported that ^^hii expectations, and those of Aie Honorable Court of Diiec- 
tors,*’ in regard to the suppression of the crime, had not been fulfilled; and this 
fikoluncholy fact was placed beyond doubt in the succeeding year, by a rotiirui* 
obtained from hit Assistant, Captain Ballantiue, then stationed in Ka tty war, 
showing that, from December 1808 to June 1817, the number of females 
preserved had only increased from 82 to 63. The subject does not appear 
to have again engaged particular attention, or to have been repoitcd upon, 
until 1824. In this year, the Political Agent, Major Dnmewall, forwarded 
a return, showing that from June 1817 to July 1824 the number hod 
increased from G3 to 266, of whom 25 were married, 194 uimmrrrtKf, and 
47 had died a natural death. These results indicatoci, that although the 
horrible practice might be somewhat subdued, it was still far from relin* 
qiushcd. In IH2o, Uic ** InflinticidG Fund'* was eatabiislicd. This is compos d 
of all fines under 20,000 imposed upon tlic tributaries for breaches of /.ie 
peace or other misconduct, and of realisations under the head of Mohsnlee. 
The British Government first set the example; His liighncsB the Gat kwar 
being subsequently induced to consent that all fines imposed on his tru>iilarics 
should be similarly appropriated. From this source, occasional rennssions of 
tribute, presents to the Chiefs, and pecuniary assistance on the marriage of 
their daughters, have been granted to those who have practically renounced 
the custom; and another mode of testifying approbation to tliose who 
have preserved their daughters is by postponing. Uie payment of the 
tribute to suit their convenience. In July 1826, Mr. Blaue obtained a 
register of Jhareja females tlien alive in the territory of the Jam of Nowanuggur. 
This showed them to amolint in number to 171,{ of whom 68 were married and 
103 unmarried. According to the return of 1824, the number was only 70. 
Mr. Blsne s register, therefore, exhibited an increase of 95; but from the age 
of some of the persons enrolled io the laf!er, the Agent observed that part of 
this excess originated in omissions in the return of 1824. At the beginning 
of 1820, Jehajee, the Ohief of Moorvee, who was first prevailed upon by 
Colonel Walker to renounce In^ticide, died, and presents were made by 
Government to his euccesjmr of the value of Re. 20,000; and the Agent was 

* Vide psget fi78 end 379 of Uiii Sdcction. 

t Vide page* 388 to .193 of ditto. 

I Vide peaai and 436 of ditto. 
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instructed to ** sonbunce in the most public raumer this departure from usage 
in honour of the memory of one who» by his conduct in being tlie first to 
renounce a shocking custom, entitled himself to the gratitude of the Oovera- 
raent by whom his Ihmil}* is protected/^ A distinction of this kind was calcu- 
lated to produce a good effect throughout the province geoeraJlyp and was 
appreciate by the Chief upon whom it was conferred, and called forth from 
him a promise that there should be no remissions on his part in the perform* 
ance of a sacred duty Dhurm no kam**). In July 1829,* Mr. Blaue for* 
warded a return, framed by his Assistant, Mr. Langford, of the number of 
females preserved in the district of Dlierol. They were 71 in number, and 
exceeded by 20 the census of this district for 1824. On this occasion, preseoU 
to some v^ue were distributed among the Jharejas, and the Agent was in-* 
structed to inform them of the high satisfaction which Government had derived 
from their exemplary conduct in adhering to their engagements. The returns 
from Nowanuggur and Dherol afibrd satisfactory evidence, that in those dis* 
tricts the humane efforts of Government to subdue the practice of Infanticide 
were becoming more successful; but os no census was obtained from the oilier 
Jharrja districts, no data exist for ascertaining Uie actual increase in the num¬ 
ber of lives preserved, eitlier from 1624 to 1829, or finm 1829 up to the present 
]>ouud. The ubove summary will, perhaps, aid superior authority in determine 
ing how far our measures for the extiuctioo of Infanticide have been crowned 
with success. 1 have diligently searched the records of my office, and It 
embraces the principal facts they contain likely to illustrate tfic subject; but 
it is requUite to remark that some of the earlier proceedings of my pi'cdeces- 
sors may he omitted in consequence of the records prior to Major BamewaH’s 
agr^ncy being in an imperfect condition. 

5. 1 now proceed to the second head of my letter, or to analyse and remark 

upon the census herewith transmitted, of the nuiuW of Jimreja females who 
are cither now alive, or who have died a natural death. These are drawn out 
in a new', and, I think, improved form, a separate return having been obtained 
from each Jhareja district. In order, moreover, to afford data whereon to found 
a judgment how far the engagements are maintained, by a comparison of the 
number of Jharejas of both sexes, a return of male Jharejas of and under tlm 
age of twen^ has been included in a separate column. In tlie course of my 
invesdgadons, various improvements in tins return liave suggested themselves, 
and some measures appeared called for to ensure as much as possible the accu¬ 
racy of future returns, but tliese will be more appropriately noticed under Uie 
tlii^ bead of my re[>ort. In regard to the accuracy of the present census, 1 am 
unable to oHSurt that such has been completely attained. 1 have reasou to hope, 
however, that its general accuracy may be depended upon, though it is very 
likely errors may etist, and more especially in regard to the ages assigned, on 
which point the ideas of the Natives of India are extremely loose and unsatis* 
factory. The returns were procured by circulars (in some cases several times 
repeated) issued to the Chiefs themselves; but in several instances I subse* 

* Vide iMgev <136 to of tbit SeUctioit 
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quently tested their accuracy and fidelity» by seafliD^ persona prirately to 
ascertain from personal obeervation whether they truly represented the number 
of males and females of the Jhareja tribe now mlire; and I am gratified to 
report that in no case was any discrepancy detected, except in regard to the 
age and names of some of the parties, and in one or two instances the number 
of males being underrated. The returns are twenty-eight in number, and the 
following is an abstract of Uie results they exhibit* 




DiitrivtA 


l|Kowaiiuggur .. 


2I)herol 


3 Gondiil Dhorsjee 
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t^j.Mooicclsilerco 
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The present census, therefore, exhibits the nDdermentioned results 

The number of males of and under the age of twenty is.. 1,422 

The number of females of all ages known to have been preserved is • • 696 

Excess of males, tlierefore, is. • 726 

Of the females, 140 are married, 105 betrothed, 368 unbetrothed, and 93 
are stated to have died a natural death. 

In regard to this return, however, it is requisite to observe that an omission 
has occurred in not ascertaining the number of male Jbarejas who have died : 
an allowance on this account is therefore necessary, otherwise the inference 
drawn from the comparative returns of each sex will be more favourable than 
correct To rectify this omission, it will be sufficient to presume that a pro¬ 
portionate number of casualties have token }>lace amor^ the males as in the 
other sex; and in this case the number of deaths which may probably have 
occurred among the male Jharejos born during the last twenty years will be 
as follows 

cm — 93 ^ 603 : 93 :: 1,422 gives 219*. 

The above results, while they afford a must cheering prospect of ultimate 
success, if proper core and pi'ccautions arc taken to ensure that the Jharejas 
adhere to tlieir engagements, they at the same time establish beyond 
doubt the melancholy fact that the dreadful crime of Infanticide has never 
been completely subdued. The number of females alive in IK24, according 
to Major Barnewuirs returns, was ouly 219; the number now alive is 603; 
but notwithstanding this great and gratifying increase during the last ten 
years, the continuance of tlie unnatural crime is established by the disparity 
which is still apparent between the number of males and females. 

6. I am, however, able to place the prc^rcssivc increase of the number of 
females rescued from destruction in a more sinking and satis&ctoiy point of 
view, by the following further analysis of the census herewith transmitted, 
since it shows tliat there are— 


M«]«. 

Fcmelc*. 

67 of the Age of 20.. 

15 of the Age of 20 

2 

ditto 

19.. 

4 

ditto 

19 

SG 

ditto 

18.. 

11 

ditto 

18 

24 

ditto 

17.. 

9 

ditto 

17 

41 

ditto 

16.. 

29 

ditto 

16 

59 

ditto 

15.. 

27 

ditto 

15 

42 

ditto 

14.. 

15 

ditto 

14 

48 

ditto 

13.. 

21 

ditto 

13 

83 

ditto 

12.. 

26 

ditto 

12 

32 

ditto 

11.. 

13 

ditto 

11 

125 

ditto 

10.. 

33 

ditto 

JO 


Mtin. 

Femtlct. 

41 

of the age of 

9.. 

30 of the age of 9 

96 

ditto 

8 .. 

34 

ditto 

8 

70 

ditto 

7,. 

43 

ditto 

7 

93 

ditto 

6.. 

36 

ditto 

6 

89 

ditto 

5.. 

53 

ditto 

5 

116 

ditto 

4.. 

40 

ditto 

4 

106 

ditto 

3.. 

35 

ditto 

3 

103 

ditto 

2.. 

46 

ditto 

2 

130 

ditto 

1-. 

44 

ditto 

1 

19 

1 

1 

• 

7age 

not spedOed. 


The total number of females now alive is 603, whereas the number shown 
in the above table U only 671 ^ the difference consists of females above the 
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age of twenty^ not included in tlie second analytii: follows, Iberefore, that 
of the females new alive, 68 were bom during the first five years corapre* 
bended in the table, 102 during the second, 176 during tlie third, and 226 
during the last five years of the period. 

7. It will be ol>served that the return shows that 93 deaths occurred 
among tlie number of females preserved. An analysis of this column will also 
exhibit results far from unsatisfactory; and in many ct&cs the diseases of 
which they died are specified, and will be found to be of that description to 
which infancy is peculiarly liable, such as small-pox, measles, convulsions and 
fever. Among the casualties,— * 


1 

occurred ot th#Qge of 25 

1 

occurred at the ogc of 6 


2 

ditto 

24 

6 

ditto 

6 


3 

ditto 

20 

1 

ditto 

4 


1 

ditto 

17 

5 

ditto 

3 


9 

ditto 

10 

7 

ditto 

2 


1 

ditto 

16 

1 

ditto 

18 montlis. 

1 

ditto 

14 

3 

ditto 

12 


I 

ditto 

12 

1 

ditto 

9 


1 

ditto 

11 

1 

ditto 

8 


4 

<litto 

10 

! 8 

ditto 

3 

,f k under. 

3 

ditto 

0 

1 

ditto 

Still-born. 

6 

ditto 

* 7 

36 

orre not specified. 




The above table, therefore, proves that Colonel Walkeris settlements w.Te 
at all events adhered to in 57 cases of the number of casualties, and the only 
doubt which exists applies to the remainder, where tJie age at winch the 
casually occurred is not inserted ; an omission which, I hope, may be uttribut- 
cil to the carelessness of some of the parties by whom the returns were 
furnibhed. 

8. Them is still another point of view in which the present census is to be 
r^rded with the highest satisfaction. The Government of 1817 justly 
remarked, that the continuance of Infanticide in Kattywar was placed beyond 
doubt by the simple fact that do instance bad occurred of a Jhareja having 
saved more than one daughter. The present return shows,— 

Two instances of Jharejas having four daughters alive. 

Thirteen instances of Jharejas having three daughters alive. 

Eighty instances of Jharejas having two daughters alive. 

9. The only other point to be noticed as matter for congratulation is, that 
almost in every Jhareja TaJooka, either the Chief himself, or one or more of 
his relations, have set the example of preserving their daughters, some of 
whom are alive, and have iotennarried into the families of ^thc other Rajpoot 
tribes of this province. The moral effect likely to result from ibis happy 
circumstance can scarcely be estimated, and cannot fail to promote in the 
highest degree the success of our exertions towards the full and complete 
extinction of the crime. 
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10. Taken io detail, the petty Talooka of Keeeura, situated only a few mile# 
from Rajkot, stands pre^mioent. Here the dreadful crime must have been 
completely subdued, there being actually an excess of females ovtf the males. 
In the petty Talooka of Meognee, the number of each sex is exactly equal; 
and in that of Satodur Wawree there are 38 males and ^ females, of whom 
24 are alive. These results were so gratifying that I sent persons into these 
districts, who ascertained tliat they were quite correct, except in the case of 
Satodur Wawree, where six males and two females had been bom subsequent 
to the fumishiDg of the return; the requisite alteration has, therefore, been made 
in the original register. * 

IL In all the oUier districts, the number of males ^atly preponderates 
over the number of females; and in those noted below the excess is so great 
as of necessity to lead to the conclusion that the shocking practice still prevails 
in them to a considerable extent 


Ttlooksi. 

Mdc* 

sUtv. 

FvoisIm 

■Utv. 

Exemof 

Drapps... 

67 

10 

57 

Moorvee. ... 

61 

7 

54 

Vevrpoor Khurmc. 

Mooleeladrrsc. 

52 

10 

42 

03 

14 

1 49 

Beessng Chsndlce. 

37 

13 

24 

Kotra Nyajee . 

24 

2 

22 

JhalliA . 

28 

n 

17 

Kajpoera. 

30 

2 

28 

Wudalcc . 

8 

1 

7 

lUjkot . 

1 

15 

3 

12 


It is mortifying to observe that the Talooka of Moorvee, from its poAiliun 
in the above table, has not benefited by the example set by its Chief twenty- 
five years ago, in being the first to renounce Infanticide. The return of me 
district of Rajkot, the head quarters of this Agency, and, therefore, more 
immediately under the surveillance of the Agent, is far from satisfactory. 
Whether this arises from accidental causes cannot be ascertained; but the 
fact that in fifteen years the number of males alive has only been increased 
by one, is calculated to give rise to great suspicion that Colonel Walker's 
measures for the suppression of the crime have not been observed in this dis- 
trict. It is due, however, to the Chief hi mself, to state that be preserved two 
daughters, although both died between the age of eight and nine months. 
When one of his d,aughters, moreover, was dangerously ill with fever, he 
evinced a desire to avoid the imputation of not having acted up to his engage¬ 
ment, by apprising me of her illness, and requesting that the medical officer 
attached to Agency would attend her. When this application was made, 
the infant was past recovery; but notwithstanding this, I think that the Chief 















THE PEOTINCB OF GCZERAT. 


449 


leading a message to me at all shoved a disposition, %n bis part, to wish it to 
be understood tliet he was anxious to preserve his daughters. 

12. I now come to the third and last head of my letter, or to suggest mea¬ 
sures which seem to be calculated to secure, for the future, the entire extinction 
of Infanticidei and% impress upon the Jharejas in particular, and Uie com¬ 
munity in general, the lively interest felt by the British Government and its 
fixed determination to accomplish this humane object * 

13. In the first place, I would suggest that immediate measures be taken 

to obtain a full and complete census of the Jhareja population of this province. 
The great importance of possessing infonnatioa of tliis kind never appears to 
have attracted attention; but without it no data can exist for computing accord¬ 
ing to the generally received rules of population, the number of Jhareja females 
w hich are born, and thence deducing, with reference to the number actually 
preserved, how far existing engagements arc observed by the tribe. 1 have 
myself much felt the want of this information, since tlie only estimate I 
can hnd on niy records respecting the extent of the Jhareja population is 
contained in the 108th paragraph of Colonel Walker's report of March 
1808, where, on the information of an intelligent Native, it is computed that 
there are 6,390 families iii Hallar and Muchoo Kanta, divided into twenty- 
two separate branches; and Major Carnac, in hts letter of the lOtli of Sep¬ 
tember, estimates the number of fainilies at 6,000. If these computations 
in any way approximate the t^ulh, it is quite obvious tliat tlic present cciiaus 
of females preserved proves that the crime of Infanticide must still prevr.il 
to a large extent. I have also experienced considerable difficulty in 
estimating the number of victims annually sacrificed previous to Col mel 
Walker’s arrangements, when the murderous custom was observed by the 
tribe generally. In the 109tU paragraph of the report of March 1S08, the 
annual Inrsiuicides in Guzerat arc estimated to have been 6,000, and lliosc in 
Kutch at 30,000; but in tile 113tb paragraph they are, according to another 
estimate, stated to amount in the one case to between 1,000 and 1,100, and 
in the other to 2,000. Colonel Walker admits that these calculations 
were founded on hearsay evidence; but states it to be his opinion that 
whilst he deemed the first exaggerated, he considered the last underrated. 
For the credit of humanity, however, 1 am inclined to hope that even the low¬ 
est estimate was beyond the number of victims who annually perished ; and in 
support of this belief, i b^ to refer to a letter to Colonel Walker from Soon- 
deijec Sewjee, dated the ]3lh of August 1806, in which the number of birtim 
amoDgihe Jharejasis stated to be between 600 and 600 annually. The writer 
docs not even state whether the estimate includes both sexes; but, from his 
reply, Colonel W’alker evidently understood that it only referred to females; 
aud tills was most probably intended. v 

14. I think, however, it will be satisfactory, not only to Government, but 
also to the home authorities, to set this question at rest; and therefore sug¬ 
gest that a general census of the tribe be now made, which will also be 
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attended with the benefidial effect of making ererj individual Jhareja acquainted 
with the feelings of the British GoTemmeDt on the subject of In&nticide. I do 
not anticipate that it will be necessary to incur any considerable expense in 
carrying this design into execution: all that I ask at present is for permission to 
entertain a Karkoon, to be expressly employed on this difly ; and an English 
writer will ultimately be required to render the returns from the different 
districts into Eugllkh. The Karkoon would be directed to visit every district; 
snd I annex to this letter the form of the return in which the census should be 
smbodiedi specifying the number of &miJies in each district; the names, 
ages, profession, and occupation of each member of the Jhareja tribe; and 
dividing the married from the unmarried members. The Chiefs of each dis- 
trict will be required to afford every aid in their power in framing these tables; 
and one great advantage which may very possibly ensue from a Karkoon 
being so employed is, perhaps, the discovery of some case of Infanticide for 
investigation; and it is scarcely necessary to observe that one instance of 
detection, followed by severe punishment, would contribute more to the 
extinction of the crime Hlmn any other measure that can be resorted to. 
The expense of this arrangement will be as follows; and the amount of it, if 
thought proper, might be defrayed from the In&nticide Fund 

One Karkoon- tils. 60, and Ra. 10 baits when actually absent from Rajkot. 

One Peon •. • • 6 

titationery, kc.. 4 • 

Total.. • .Rs. 60 per mensem, or Rs. 720 per annum. 

15. In the second place, I would propose that every Jhareja Chief should 
be required to furnish a half-yearly raster of all marriages, betrothals, 
births, and deatlis occurring among bis tribe residing in his district: and that 
if he omits to do so, or rumUhes a false return, that he should be severely 
tined. These rasters should be considered due on the let of January 
and the 1st of July in each year, though for some tin^e to come com¬ 
plete regularity cannot be expected, and want of it should be treated with 
some degree of indulgence. The Karkoon employed in taking the general 
census will be very useful in ensuring uniformity und r^ularity in framing 
these returns; but the great advantage of requiring them will be the constant 
reminiscence they will give to the Jharejas of their engagements, and of the 
resolution of the British Government to compel adherence to them. 

16. In the third place, the Political Agent in this province should be 
directed to consider it to be his imperative duty (and I am sure he will at tlie 
same time regard it as the most gratifying he could be called upon to perform) to 
furnish an annual report, on the last day of each year, on the subject of Inbn- 
ticide, accompany irfg the same with a register of all marriages, betrothals, 
births, and deatlia that have occurred among the tribe within the year of 
report This is no new su^estion on my part; for in the correspondence on 
my records, I find allusion made to iustnictions issued many years ago by the. 
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Honorable Court of Directors, that in addition to sucM intermediate reports as 
might become necessary, one general statement should be submitted at tlia 
end of each year, showing how far the amended system had been acted on 
and observed, what deviations are known or suspected to have been made from 
its rules, and what bieaeures pursued for ilieir enforcement, with an estimate 
of the number of lives saved. These orders, from some cause, appear to have 
been overlooked or lost sight of; but, as was justly remarked by the Govern* 
ment of 1816, a report of the nature adverted to would convince Ute Jhareja 
Chiefii of the continued anxiety on the part of the British Government to 
enforce their engagements, and would lead to » spirit of inquiry, conducive to 
the fulfilment of them. Under this arrangement, my next report on this sub¬ 
ject siiould be considered due on the 1st of Janusiry 1836. 

17. In the fourth place, I beg to suggest the promulgation of a proclama¬ 
tion by Government throughout Kattywar, requiring the Jhareja Chiefs to 
enforce the observance of the Infanticide eng^ements within their respective 
jurisdictions, announcing the determined resolution of Government to suppress 
the crime, and noticing, either in U^rms of approbation nr of condemnation, 
those Chiefs who, by the present census, are proved to have either adhered to 
or departed from their engagements. I take the liberty of submitting for 
Approval a dmfl of the kind of proclamation i think might with advantage be 
issued, to which 1 would atinex u copy of the renewed engagement entered 
into in 1812, by the Jam ef Nowauuggur, for the abolition of the crime of 
Infanticide. Ifdiis measure In; approved of, I beg further to surest th.it 
700 copies of the proclamation should be lllhc^raphed in Uuzerather^ at 
the Presidency, and be Ibrwarded to me for distribution throughout tlie 
province. 

] 8. There is only one part of the proclamation which seems to me to 
require jArliciilar notice, viz. the promise it contains that rewards kIiuII be 
granted to persons who may atibrd Information leading to the detection and 
conviction of any one who may commit Infanticide. I find that almost all my 
predecessors have siiggeslcd this measure, hut that tJie suggestion has never 
been acted upon. Major Carnac, in particular, pressed it upon the attention 
of Government, and pra|K>scd tlie following scale of rewards to informers, and 
of fines to be imposed in cases of conviction 



Flaas. 

1. An informer against tlie 

Jam.Ba. 1,000 

2. An informer agaiost an m* 

feriorRaja. 500 

3. Aq informer against a near 

relation. 250 ' 

4. An infonner against a poor 

Jhareja. )00 

1. The Jam, if convicted.... Rs. 30,000 

2. An inferior Raja, if con¬ 

victed . 10,000 

3. Their near relations, if con¬ 

victed ... 2,500 

4. A poor Jhareja,—as much 

as bis means allowed 
without abaolute ruin. 
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In my draft of a procfamatioo I hare adopted do scale, but merely intimate 
generally that informers will be recoopetiaed in propordon to the rank of the 
person convicted •, and, with the view of deterring persons from brii^ing 
forward false accusations, that such recompense will only be given in cases of 
conviction. 

19. I am strongly of opinion that in soch a sacred cause as that of the ex* 
tinction of Infanticide, every practicable measure should be adopted calculated 
to ensure success; and rewards to informers appear to be one of them. It is 
quite true that information so obtained would be liable to suspicion, because 
it would most probably originate either in enmity or avarice. This to me, 
however, is not a sufficient reason why testimony so encouraged should be 
wholly rejected, although it is obvious that great caudon and discretion will 
be required in making use of it. Under the system recently introduced into 
this province for the trial of offenders, the chances of any evils resulting from 
the adoption of such a measure will be greatly diminished ; for I would pro* 
pose that all persons accused of the commission of Infanticide should be tried 
by the High Court of Criminal Justice for Kattywar, except, perhapn, where 
the rank of the offender is such as to render it expedient that he shonld be 
dealt with according to the special instructions of Government. The Political 
Agent stationed in the province will institute the preliminary inquiries, 
and commit for trial; and the ulUmate publicity of the proceedings would, 
under all circumstances, whether of acquittal or 'conviction, produce a most 
salutary effect throughout the country. The community in general cer¬ 
tainly regard Infanticide as a crime of the deepest dye; but the experience 
of twenty-five yean has amply proved, that if not stimulated in some mode 
to exertion, no one is likely to incur the obloquy, reproach, and 
enmity usually encountered by informers and accusers. Unless, tlierefore, 
tiiis feeling can be overcome, we can never hope to see convieffon follow 
one of a thousand instances of tlie perpetration of the crime. IIow is 
the fact to transpire, except upon the information of some one present when 
the infant was bom, or even of some one eng^ed in tbe nefarious proceed¬ 
ings ? From tbe secrecy with which the crime is perpetrated, and the 
consequent difficulty of discovery, the penal part of Colonel Walker’s settle¬ 
ments has remained entirely a dead letter, and will ever continue so, unless 
persons can be induced to denounce those who commit the crime. I therefore 
think Government should recognise the principle I am advocating, being of 
opinion that, in tbe attainment of an object of such magnitude, we should not 
be particular in our inquiries respecting the motives of tbe agent through 
whose information a case of Infanticide is dearly established i^ainst any one. 
On the receipt of the lithographed proclamation, a copy should be sent to 
•each tributary, with^an admonitory letter, to aid, either directly or indirectly, 
in putting down a practice of auch great enormity. 

20. Thera is also another part of tbe proclamation which requires briefly 
to be alluded to. In noticing those districts where, from tbe great dispro- 
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portion of the sexes, it is manifest that the critae still prevails, I have 
intimated in geoeral terms, that should this great disparity continue to be 
shown in future returns, the British Government will feel bound to take into 
consideration whether any relations can be maintained with those who prove 
themselves so utterly regardless of the first duties of mankind. I have 
endeavoured to word this part of the proclamation in such a manner as not to 
alarm the Chiefs of Katty war generally, respecting their estates, but, at the 
same time, to convey an intimation to the Jhareja Chiefs, that the compact 
between them and Government is composed of mutual obligations, and 
that if they do not perform their part of the same, it is thereby rendered null 
and void. No one can be a stronger advocate than I am that ei^isting relnUuns 
with the Chiefs should be maintained; that we should be content with tho 
tribute paid to former Governments, and allow them to ei^oy their hereditary 
estates and privileges without molestation: should, however, it be established 
by the certain, Uiough presumptive evidence to be obtained from returns 
of the nature now transmitted, that the crime of Infanticide still prevails in 
any particular district, I tliiuk, after the warning contained in llie projwsed 
proclamation, the Chief of that district should be severely fined; and that if 
this does nut produce attention on his |Kirt to his engagement to supjness tlio 
crime, I think that an cxainjtlc should be made, and that lie should bo 
deprived of the sovereignty of his district. The case must be very glaring 
where 1 should propose sudi an extreme measure for adoption, and should 
only be resorted to when all other etforU directed to tlie accomplishment of 
tlie object in view have been tried and failed. 

21. In the fifth place, I ^'ould propose that every Bajpoot in Keltt war 
should, in a circular letter from the Agent, be himself enjoined, and be retjiiesU 
ed to enjoin all Rajpoots subject to his authority, to make it a stipdation in 
every marriage contract of their daughters with Jharejas, lliat thj issue of 
tile union shall be preserved. In the fiHth paragraph of his rcpi)rt of March 
1808, Colonel Walker alludes to the a|»ithy and indillerencc with which the 
abominable practice has always been regarded by the rest of the ]laj|ioot 
community, although, as that able and enlightened man remarked, the odier 
liajpoot tribes possessed a simple and elfectual remedy, by refusing to alii* 
ance their daughters to the Jharejas, unless on the condidon of rearing their 
daughters." They, in fact, countenanced it by such alliances, by permitting 
their daughters to become the instruments of murdering their own offspring, 
and are stated to have viewed the practice with less abhorrence, from Uie 
inclosed facili^ it afforded of inanying their own daughters—that first of 
duties of tlie Hindoo parent My present suggestion is therefore founded on 
the above remark. I do not think the circular woiftd be generally attended 
to ; but if ten—nay even if one victim were saved, Uie oBJect in view would 
not to be entirely lost At all events, the issue of such a circular would afford 
another striking jwoof of the intense anxiety felt by Government completely 
to suppress Inlanticide ; sod iliU aloi^e, id my opinion, renders it expedient 
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23. In the sixth plict, 1 to recommend that the following marks of 
approbation be extended to the Chiefs and inferior members of the Jhareja tribe 
who have adhered to their engagement to preserve their female issue; and that 
the expense incurred in making the same shonld be debited to the Infanticide 
Fund 

the Chief of Keesura, a remission from the 
amount of his annual tribute of 10 annas, or.. • • Rs. 1,000 0 0 


2nd .—To ditto, a present of cloths of the value of. 100 0 0 

3r<f.^To theChiefofMengnee, a remission from his annual 

tribute of 4 annas, or.. *... «... 921 0 0 

ith.—To the Chiefii of Satodur Wawree, remissions from 

their annual tributes of 4 annas, or... ^ 395 12 0 

^h.—To the two Jharejas who have preserved four 
daughters, a present to each of cloths, or in 

money of • .. 300 0 0 

6tA.~To tliose who have preserved three daughters, a 

present of ditto, or in money each .. 160 0 0 

7lA.~To those who have preserved two daughters, a 
present, varying according to the circumstances of 
each,from Its.26to... 60 0 0 


It is, 1 consider, a fortunate circumstance, that the Chiefs of Kcesura and 
Mengnee petitioned for a remission from their tribute for tlie past year on 
account of the failure of the monsoon, but which, afler inquiry into their 
resources, 1 declined to grant. There will, therefore, be no mistaking the real 
cause why such an indulgence is now extended to them. I should not, how¬ 
ever, conceive it desirable that the whole of the above remissions should be 
paid direct to the Chiefs. They are undoubtedly entitled to the greater share, 
but the inferior Jharejas living under their authority, who have preserved a 
daughter, are entitled to a part 1 shall therefore require from the Chiefs a 
statement of the amount of revenue paid last year to them by each of the 
inferior Jharejas, and pay to the latter a corresponding portion of the remis-' 
sions, should Government be pleased to sanction them. 

23* In the original draft of this report, 1 had suggested that a present 
diould be made to the Jam of Kowanuggur on this occasion. The return 
from his districts shows 613 males and 380 females, which proves that Colonel 
Walker’s arrangements have taken root in them to a very considerable and 
gratifying extent On this account, and because I conceive it would be politic 
to conciliate this Chief as the acknowledged head of the Jhareja tribe in 
Kattywar, and to induce him cheerfully to cenoperate in carrying into effect 
the humane efforts of (%verament, 1 thought tJiat such a distinctive mark of 
approbation might Conduce to success. The Jam, however, has not himself 
preserved a daughter, and during Major Barnewall's agency, he was strongly 
suspected (although he denied the charge) of having committed Infanticide. 
It has, moreover, been suggested to me by my Assistant, Captain Lang, whose 
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interest in the success of the measures for the suppr^ion of the crime is as 
great as GoyerDmsnt could desire, that such a present might induce the Jam 
and the other Jhareja Chiefs of rank to believe that the crime of In&nticide, 
as far as they were concerned, would not be very narrowly inquired into, 
provided they could show tliat a considerable number of females are preserved 
within their respective districts. I think that considerable weight attaches to 
this remark, and shall merely at present suggest, that when the proclamation 
is transmitted to the Jam, the satisfaction of Government be conveyed to 
him at the progress made in his districts in suppressing Infanticide, accom¬ 
panied by urgent exhortations that he will adopt the strictest measures to 
ensure its complete extinction. 

24. Such are the measures which, after a long and deep meditation on tlie 
subject, 1 presume to propose for the consideration of Government; and 1 heg 
to state that they are considered by Natives of the province, competent to 
form a correct judgment, calculated to give increased efficiency to the 
measures adopted by Colonel Walker for the suppression of this terrible crime. 
It is scarcely necessary, I hope, to state that I feel as every man, and more 
particularly every Cliristian should, most deeply interested in its complete aboli¬ 
tion, or that I will strenuously exert myself to ensure success to whatever 
subsidiary measures may be directed to compel obedience on the port of the 
Jharejas to their engagements. Botli Captain Lang and myself embrace 
every opportunity of speakihg upon the subject with the detestation it merit', 
and of stimulating the tribe among which the custom prevails to abandon \tf 
and thereby restore themselves to that scale among human beings which ti.ey 
forfeited from its prevalence among them. By unceasing endeavours to 
expose tlie enormity of the offence, and to show that it is at direct variance 
witli the precepts inculcated by the religion of those who perpctreic it; by 
extending favour to those who renounce Uie practice; by promulgating the 
fixed resolution of Government to punish with the utmost severity tliose who 
still adhere to it; and from the success, partial as I tear it must be regarded, 
which has attended our efforts for its discontinuance, I am sanguine that, 
through the Divine blessing, complete success may be ultimately attained. 

25. A report on the subject of Infanticide in Kattywar would be in¬ 
complete without a brief allusion to the prevalence of the same crime in tlie 
adjacent province of Kutch. It must be quite obvious, that if the crime is 
not suppressed iti Kutch, the effect will be most inimical to its suppression in 
Kattywar, since the members of the tribe residing in each province are 
inUmately connected with each other. It was doubtless under this im¬ 
pression that Colonel Walker entered into a correspondence, which does 
him the highest honour, with Futteh Mahomed Jemadar, the Regent of 
Kutch, in 1807-08, with the view of enlisting him in the cause of humanity. 
I have, of course, no means of ascertaining how far^e crime has been sub¬ 
dued in Kutch; but from our intimate connection and powerful influence witii 
that Government since 1819, it is by no means improbable that greater ptogteB^ 
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hu been made in that ^finca than m thia, and that if I were informed of the 
measuree that may have been adopted there^ some of them may he found to 
apply equal iy to the circumstances ofKattyTCr. The care and pains, also, 
which are reported to have been bestowed upon the education of the young 
prince recently elevated to the supreme authority in Kutch, cannot fail to 
facilitate the object in view ; for I am convinced, that when the Chiefs of the 
tribe can be prevrfled upon practically to renounce the custom, but little dif¬ 
ficulty will then be experienced in inducing the inferior Jharejas to follow the 
example. 

26. Id conclusion, I annex to my report a statement of the Inhuiticidc 
Fund on the 16th of September 1834:— 

The balance due to the Fund on the 24th April 1833, the 

(kte of the last account, was.... Rs. 6I|146 1 8 

Intermediate receipts have been.Ra. 31,781 3 6 

Ditto disbursements have been .* 1,000 0 0 

Surplus receipts arc therefore... ■ 30,781 3 6 

Balance due to the Fund on the I6th September 1634 • • Rs. 81,927 6 2 

27. In the 4th pan^^ph of my letter of the 24th April 1833 I expressed 
an intention to propose a scale of distribution of the Fund among those who 
had preserved their daughters, or whose poverty and other circumstances might 
render them deserving of favour or pecuniary aid from Government. The 
results of the present census, however, induce me to abandon this intention, 
because they lead me to anticipate many applications for assistance towards 
defraying the expense of marriages, for which we should be prepared. It is 
a creditable feeling among the Jharejas, and one which should be kept alive 
as much as possible, that it is not laudable to apply to Government for pecu¬ 
niary assistance, and during 1833-34 only three applications were received. 
In two of these cases a donation of Rs. 400 was granted, and in the third, 
Rs. 200. I have no doubt that tliese grants will encourage other applicants 
to come forward, and as, of the number of female Jharejas now alive, as many 
as 463 are unmarried, 1 do not think the Fund should be trenched upon at 
present to a greater extent than is necessary to cany into effect the recom- 
meudations made in the 22nd paragraph of my report. 

28. To avoid delay, I have taken the libcr^ of forwarding this com¬ 
munication direct to Government; but as soon as copies can be prepared, 
they will be forwarded for the information of the Political Commissioner for 
Guzerat. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

, (Signed) J. P. Willocgbbt, 

Kattjfvar PoL Agtnt*t Office, Rqfhot, 24th September 1834.* Political Agent 

* The endosores to this Kport, bcasg extremely volumioous, are omitted, with the eiceptioa 
of this Draft Proflimstkm. 
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Draft of a projio$od ProolamaHon to ii Ufwd on llio su^eci of Fmalo 

Infanticide in Kattywr^ 

The British Govemmont having recently hod under consideration the pre¬ 
valence of Female Inhinlicide in Western India, is pleased to declare it to be 
its fixed determination to put an end to so revolting ahd barbarous a practice. 
From returns lately received from the Political Agent stationed in Kattywar, 
it appears that although a considerable degree of success has attetided the 
measures adopted in that province for the suppression of Infanticide, the crime 
is proved to be still committed, by the great disproportion observable in 
the number of male and female Jharejas. This melancholy fact, therefore, 
pressing itself upon the attention of Government, the liight Honorable the 
Governor in Council considers it requisite to call upon the Chiefs of the 
Jlmreja tribe to adhere to, and maintain within their rcs|)ective districts the 
engagements they voluntarily and unconditionally entered into with Government 
twenty-five years ago, through the medium of their friend and benefactor, the 
late lamented Colonel Alexander Walker, to abandon the detestable and 
heinous custom of murdering their own offspring. 

His Lordship in Council further requires tlie active co-operation of the whole 
community of Katty war in giving increased efficiency to the measures adopted 
for the extinction of Infanticide, tlie grossest slain llmt ever disgraced the hu¬ 
man mcc; and hereby declares, that whoever shall afford information sufficient 
to convict any Jhareja of so inhuman a proceeding shall receive the protection*, 
of Government, and be rewarded in pro]>ortion to tlie rank and consequence of 
tike |>arty convicted. Humanity and a due regani to the pi‘cce[)U of their religion 
should induce the Hindoo part of the community in particular to aid, by every 
means in their power, the cirorts of Oovernroent completely to suppress (ho 
crime. The Hindoo Shasters declare that he who commits Infai'.ticidc is 
guilty of a giicvous sin,* equal to that of Gurbhuttcca, or the murder of infanta 
by causing abortion ; and to tliat of Briuihuttcea, or the murder of Brahmins. 
They in fact declare, that to kill one Brahmin is equal to killing 100 cows ; 
to kill one woman is equal to killing lOU Bralimins; to kill one child of eitlier 
sex is equal to killing 100 women; and to kill 100 children of cither sex is an 
offence too heinous for com pari soq. Tlie [kunishment awarded U in propor¬ 
tion to the magnitude of the crime: the uiurderer is doomed to suffer the 
most dreadful torments in the hell called Neruk, and, when bom again, will be 
afflicted with leprosy or paralysis. 

W*ith the view of enabling Government to ascertain how far the measures 
for the suppressioa of Infanticide are adhered to, the Political Agent has been 
instructed to make a full and complete census of the Jhareja population of Kat¬ 
ty war ; and the Chiefs of the tribe are hereby called upon to kid in the framing 
of this return, which, when completed, will at once enable Government to 

* From this place to the end of tha pangrtfA waa, for reamiespUiaed at page f$l, omit¬ 
ted from tbe Prodamstios as issoed by order Qoverai&nt on tbo 22sd November 1834. 
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detect where the crii^e is still committed. The Political Agent has also 
been directed to require from the Ghiehi half-yearly, and himself to fumiBli 
annually, a statement exhibiting the number of births, deaths, marriages, and 
betrothals occurring within their respective jurisdictions; and those who 
neglect to furnish this statement, or who may furnish an incorrect return, will 
be severely punished. 

As a measure of prevention against Infanticide, Government considers It 
expedient to suggest to the whole of the other Rajpoot tribes of Kattywar that 
they should refuse to give their own daughters in marriage to the Jhaiejas, 
except under a stipulation ^at the female issue of such marriage shall be 
cherished and preserved. 

The returns recently received from Kattywar show, in the undermentioned 
districts, such a great disparity between the number of male and female Jha- 
rejas as can only be accounted for by the continued prevalence of the dreadful 
crime in those places 


Xo. , 
. 1 

Talooktv. 

Malc» 
allTV. 1 

Kamaln 

•lira. 

BiCOM of 
Male*. 

1 

1 

1 

Drappa. 


10 

57 

2 

Moorvse. 

III 

; 

54 

3 

Verrrjoor Kliurcrce . 

.>2 

10 

42 

4 

Mooleelsilrree . 

ti3 

14 

49 

5 

Seesaug ('hatidlec. 

If? 

13 

24 

e 

Kotara Nyajee. 

24 

2 

22 

7 

Jhallia. 

2» 

n 

\7 

H 

TUiiKMra .. 


2 

28 


Wudalce. 

8 

1 1 

7 

JU 

llajkot . 

. 

15 

1 3 

r 

12 


The Chiefs of these districts are hereby wametl, that should similar results 
be shown from the periodical returns hereaf^r to be furnished, they will be 
severely punished for not adhering to their engagements to renounce the 
crime. It will not be deemed sufficient by Government that they themselves 
shall adhere to their engagements to preserve their female children, but they 
are equally bound to secure tltat those engagements are observed by every 
member of their tribe subject to thsir ^tliority. Should they neglect this 
warning, it will become requisite for the Government to take into considera¬ 
tion whether any relations can be maintained with Chiefs who act in such a 
manner as to prove themselves utterly regardless of the precepts of their 
religion, aud of the best feelings of mankind. In seeking to abolish lutunti- 
cide, the British Government is not actuated by auy motive of ambition or 
self-interest, but simply by an anxious desire to erase the foulest stain that 
ever attached to the name of man. The possessions of the Chiefs of Katty¬ 
war are guaranteed to them, and protection is extended to them, on certain 
conditions, and it is tlie sincere wish of Government that they should continue 
to enjoy them, and all their privileges and immunities, free from molestation. 
The compact is, however, reciprocal and mutual, and the Chiefs have stipu- 
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lited chat they will cease to disgrace hamanity by destroying their owa 
helpless ofispring at the moment of its birth. Should they not adhere to 
this condition; the compact is broken^ the favour and protection of Govern^ 
ment will be withdrawn, and the severest penalties be imposed until the 
inhuman costom is completely eradicated. 

It is more gratifying to Oovemcneoi to be able to notice some of the 
Jhareja Chiefs in whose districts the crime has been wholly or in a great 
measure suppressed. The Jam of Nowanuggur is entitled to praise for the 
progress which has been made towards its complete extinction within bis 
jurisdictioQ, which is to be attributed to the •care taken by that Chief in 
enforcing a due observance of the engagement he entered into for its suppres¬ 
sion. The British Government confidently relies on his continued exertions 
ar\d co-operation in ensuring success to the measures it has adopted for the 
abolition of a custom which, owing its origin to avarice and a ruisUken pride, 
ruHects most seriously on the character of the tribe, of which the Jam of 
Nowanu^ur is in Kattywar the acknowledged head. 

Among the other Talookas, Qovemmeut is pleased to notice, in terms of high 
approbation, the following Chiefs as having ensured to themselves the favour 
aitd protection of Government for having adhered to their engagements 



And at tlie same time to hold up to tlis tribe in general, as an cxumpic for 
imitation, the undermentioned Jharejas, who liave preserved four and three 




Jhareja Kbsnjee.Novraauggur ... 

,» Bswsjee. Ditto 

„ Raibjee . Ditto 

„ Dossajee. Ditto 

t, Kbsntorjee. Ditto .. . 

„ Doodsjee. Ditto 

„ Babsjee . Ditto 

„ Bawajee. Ditto 

M Msgr^ee. Ditto 

„ HuAmmjee. Ditto 

,, Sugajee . Dkerol. 

„ Joonsjee. Ditto. 

,, Vurosjee . .Gondol Dor^ee. . 

Khmsoes Boopibbses.Veeepoor Khureree 

>ja l^kajee . Ksenrra. 


Vllkgs. 


XiSlpoor .. 
Bslws ... 
Mschurda 
Peompurdee 
Pe^ u^j roo 

Daathjuia.. 
Pussswoo.. 
Amrs .... 
Cheekaree 
Radhur 
LeehtUoo.. 
Jaigmers .. 
Meltis .... 
Wuna .... 


>0. 

Usughiiirh 


Four. 


^ Three. 


Three. 

Four. 

Three* 
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Government have aleo derived the greatest saUsfaction from observing that 
the returns show as many as eighty instances of Jharejas having preserved 
two daughters each. His Lordship in Council, with the view of tesdfying the 
sense he entertains of the meritorious conduct of the Cbiefe and inferior 
Jharejas above alluded to, has instructed the Political Agent at Rajkot to grant 
remissions of tribute and honorary presents to them. 

The Brirish GcTvemment is pleased further to declare, that although it will 
always be more satisfactory to Government, and more creditable to the Jharejas 
themselves, for them to perform the first of parental duties, without seeking 
pecuniary aid from Government in defraying the expenses of the marriage of 
their children, nevertheless that the local Agent is authorised to receive and 
attend to applications when circumstances render such aid indispensable. 

In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
annex to this proclamation a copy of the engagement by which every Jhareja 
Chief of Kattywar bound himself, twenty •five years ago, to discontinue the 
dreadful custom of Female Infanticide; and at the same time to declare It to 
be the fixed resolution of the British Oovemment to maintain the same, and 
that any person chaiged with having violated it will* either In placed on hie 
trial for the heinoui crine of ** chUd^mirder** before tin Hi^fh Court of Ciiminal 
Jvetice recenlfy eetabUshed in Kattyioar, or be dealt with in such odter mode 
as may be deemed most expedient, and conducive towards the complete sup¬ 
pression of the practice. * 

Published by order of Uie Right Hdti. the Governor in Council of Bombay* 

(Signed) J. P. Willocghby, 
Political Agent in Kattywar. 


From C. Noania, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. WiLLovoHur, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated 22nd November 1834. 

Sir,— I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 24th September 1834, with 
enclosures, reviewing the measures pursued for the suppression of Female 
Infanticide amongst the Jharejas of Kattywar, and the results with which 
they have been attended, and su^esting further proceedings with the view of 
finally suppressing that iuhuman custom. 

2. His Lordship in Council directs me in the first place to return to you 
his warmest thanks for your interesting and able report, which displays through¬ 
out an unremitting zeal in the cause of humanity, united with the soundest 
judgment and discretion in treating of the measures best calculated to effect 
the abolition of the barbarous practice in quesfion. 

*. rsssoas ezpUiaed ia psngriph S of tbs foUowiag page (461), tbs words priatsd ia 
IfaUci in tbs eoncladiag paragraph of Ibe Draft ProcUaatioo wars omittad by order of 
GoTemmeat from ibe Prodaastioa as usued on the 22od November 1934. 
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3. The forms of the returns which accompauied jour letter are lucid and 
well deTised, and the jadicioos measures taken hj you to test their accuracy 
warrant a coufideDce in their general correctness; and the Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council is happy to express his entire concurrence in the 
conclusions at which you have arrived> after analysing the returns in the able 
way you have done in paragraphs 5 to II of your report, that ** improvement 
is progressive! ^°d that a cheering prospect exists of ultimite success ” 

4. The measures suggested in the 13th to 16th paragraphs of yourde* 
spatch are entirely approved by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council! 
and the expense of the establishment required for the preparation of the 
proposed census and returns! ^ stated in the 13th paragraph, is sanctioned 
by his Lordship in CouDcil, and will be borne, as you recommend, by the 
Infanticide Fund. 

6. The proclamation by Government, which you propose to promul* 
gate throughout the peninsula, is approved by his Lordship in Council, 
with two exceptions: the d^ree of criminality attaching to Infanticide, 
compared with other crimes, as taken from the Shasters, the Right Honor* 
able the Governor in Council thinks may without disadvaotage be 
omitted in a proclamation by the British Government; and his Lordship in 
Council prefers, upon the whole, that the denouncement of punishment, 
towards the conclusion of the proclamation, against those who continue to 
commit the crime, shall be\;ene^, rather tlian it should be specifted that th^ 
offender* should be tried by tlie Kattywar High Court of Judicature, ur 
otherwise dealt witli. Seven hundred lithographed copies of the prodamatiin), 
altered as above, in the Guzeratliee language, will accordingly be prepared, 
and furnished to you as soon as possible, fur promulgation. To each copy of 
the proclamation will also be appended a copy of the renewed engagement 
entered into in 1812* by the Jam of Nowanuggur, the head of theJhareja 
tribe in Kattywar. 

6. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council prefers the general 
promise of reward to informers in coses of Infanticide, on conviction, proper* 
tioned to the rank and ix>wer of the ofTcndcr, as contained in the proposed 
proclamation, to the graduated scale proposed by Major Camac. 

7. The following, therefore, is tlie system which is approved by the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, with regard to cases of Infonticide:—The 
Political Agent will institute a preliminary investigadon, and, if persuaded of 
the guilt of the party, will make a report to Government, and suggest In each 
case the course to be pursued, with reference to the actual circumstances, the 
rank of the offender, and other considerations of importaoce,^whether the 
guilty party should be at once punished by a fine, or m any other way, or 
whether the case should be tried by the High Court of Criminal Judicature 
for KaUywar. 

8. The tenor of the 20th paragraph of your report, relative to the general 

* Vide page 967 of diU Seleetios. 
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BOtice which the proclamation intimates will be taken of Chiefs within whose 
Talookas Infanticide is found to presail is concurred in by the Right Honor* 
able the Oovemor in Council; and his Lordship in Council also entirdy 
approves of the circular letter which, in the 21 st paragmpb, you propose to 
issue to Rajpoot Chiefs in Ksttywar, calling upon each» when giving his 
daughter in marriage to a Jbareja, to make it a stipulation that the issue of the 
union shall be preserved, and to oblige every Rajpoot subject to him to do 
the same. 

9. His Lordship in Council has much satisfaction in sancUoning the rewards 
enumerated in the 22Dd paragraph of your report, to be borne by the In&n- 
ticide Fond, and approves, also, the communication which you propose to 
make to the Jam of Nowanuggur, as stated in the 23rd paragraph. 

10» The Resident to Kutch will be directed to make known to you the 
steps taken for the abolition of In^nticide in that province, and their result; 
and the Right Honorable the Oovemor in Council requests that you will on 
all occasions communicate freely on this interesting topic with that officer, to 
whom corresponding instructions will be issued. 

IL In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor an Council directs 
me to observe, that he views your exertions in this all*important cause with 
peculiar satisfaction, and exhorts you to a continuance of those efforts which 
have so justly entitled your proceedings now reviewed to the unqualified appro* 
ballon and acknowledgments of Government * 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Noams, 

Sembay Cottar, 22iid November 1834. Chief Secretary. 


From P. WiixouGRBY, Esq., Political Agent, Kaitywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Ooveniment, Bombay. 

DnUd Pocfrbmder^ 12tA April 1835. 

SiRj^l have the honour to submit for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council the joint proceedings* of Captain Lang 
and uiyself in investigating a charge of Infanticide, preferred in October last 
•gainst Jhareja Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, tributary to the British 
Government, and which I regret to state has been most clearly established. 

2. A summary of the evidence by which the charge is supported, accom¬ 
panied by remarks in elucidation, will be the best mode of explaining the 
circumstances under which this revolting instance of child-murder was 
perpetrated, and how it has ultimately been brought to light 

3. On the information of a Jhareja of respectability, who had been induced 
cordially to aid my endeavours to give full effect to the measures in force for the 

* Ibe proeeediogi which accoopaoMd ^ npoti, hrisg voioaueoai, M omitisd 
Belcetioa; tbw snUtsoce is given u this repwt of Mr. ITiUoogfaby V 


from this 



THE PROYIKCB OF OUZBRAT. 


463 


guppreuion of Infanticide, it wae aecertaioed that one of Soorajee’s wim gare 
Urtii to a danghte* on the 9tb of Aehwiii Vad, Summt 1890 (comeponding 
with the 6th of NoTember 1833)^ and that immediately after birth it died, no 
care being taken to preserve It 

4. It was further ascertained that the undermentioned persons were in 
attendance on the occasion 

I. The wife of Walund Kuebra^ in the capacity of midvAfe. 

II. The widow of Pate) Masdun^ a friend of the child's mother. 

III. Jethee, and IV. Kooeree, slave girls in attendance on the mother. 

V. Several Brahmins in attendance outside the room where the birth 
occurred, for the purpose of notix^ down the Well, or die precise time of birth, 
had a son been bom. 

It is here necessary to premise, that the accusation against Soorajee wu in 
some degree corroborated by the fkei that no birth in bis family, correspond¬ 
ing with the one alluded to, was entered in the register of Jhareja children of 
Rajkot, forming No. 6 of the returns accompanying my report on Infanticide 
dated the 24th of September 1834. 

5. Nuthoo Bhut, the first witness examined, deposed before Captain Lang 
that one of Soorajee's wives gave birth to a daughter in the month of Ashwin 
(October or November) 1833; that ha is aware uf the event, because he accom¬ 
panied another Brahmin, whose du^ it was to note down the Wela, or hour 
of birth, in the ho|>e of receiving a present; that when he arrived at the Dur 
bar he was informed a daughter had been bom and preserved, upon learning* 
which he returned home, knowing tliat no present would be made on account 
of the birth of a daughter. Finally, he does not know whether the child died 
a natural death. 

6. Ruttunba, wife of Walund Kuchra, deposed before Captain Lttng that 
she occasionally acts as midwife ; that a few days before the Dewalec of 1833 
(I Itli November), she was summoned by a slave girl, named Jethee, to attend 
the younger wife of Soorajee in her confinement; that when she arrived, the 
widow of Mandun Patel and a slave girl named Kooeree were in the room ; 
that the Baee had just been delivered of a daughter, which Kooeree was 
holding on the bed; that the deponent was directed to remove the after-birth, 
and while engaged in attendance on the mother, the slave girl, Jethee, took 
up the infant and carried it outside, together with the after-birth ; that when 
she reached the house the child was not as it ought to have been, but seemed 
gasping; that she does not know whether any violence was used, but tiie 
infant was not quite dead when it was carried out by Jethee. Finally, depo¬ 
nent is certain that the after-birth was not separated from the infant whilst it 
was in the room. The mother cried out, but said nothing. 

7. Captain Laog remarks that this witness gave her endence very reluc¬ 
tantly, and not until she was aware that the widow of Patel Mandun was like¬ 
wise in attendance. Tliis ^>peared to give her confidence, and to convince 
her that cocicealisent was useless. She was on the same day re-enmined in 



464 


SUPPB£d810X OP IKPAKTICIDfi IK 


my presence, when, wiAout any heritation, she repeated the eTidence she bad 
giren before Captain Lang, with the addition of the materiai circumstance that 
one day after the birth she yisited the mother, and found her crying, because, 
as the slare girls stated, her child had been put to death. 

8. Rooree, the widow of Patel Mandun, deposed before Captain Lang, that 
nine or ten months since she was sent for by Soorajee’s younger wife, to 
attend her in childbed; that when she arrived, she found her in labour, and 
almost immediately after she wss delivered of a daughter, a slave girl, named 
Kooeree, being also present; that the birth was quite natural, and at maturity, 
and that the midwife arrived just after it had taken place; that when born the 
child was quite alive, hut it was never separated from the after-birth, and was 
immediately carried away by the slave Jethee; the mother cried out, and said 
her fate was bard; the midwife bad arrived before the infant was removed, and 
deponent is quite certain that when carried out it was still alive. 

9. This witness gave her testimony without hesitation; and on her rc-exa- 
mination before me, she repeated it without any material variation, but with 
the following additional particulars: that the child cried after it was born; that 
when the midwife arrived, and ascertained the sex of the infant, she was about 
to return home, when the slave girls requested her to remain until the after¬ 
birth had come away; that the mother made no attempt to preserve the infant* 
fearing that if she did so her husband would put her away, because on a 
former occasion Soorajee had abstained from all intercourse with his first wife 
for seven or eight months, because she had saved a daughter against his will. 
Finally, the infiuit was carried away, with the after-birth attached, and was, 
consequently, murdered; but deponent does not know how it was disposed 
of after removsl from the room in which it was born. 

10. Jetba Bhut, the officiating Brahmin of the family of the Rajkot Chief, 
deposed before Captain Lang that one of Soorajee*B wives was delivered of a 
daughter about the Dewalee of 1833; but in bis re-exammation before me, 
he merely deposed to die fact of a birth having occurred in the Chieftain’s 
family about the period of that festival, and feigned ignorance respecting the 
sex of the child. 

11. Thus far, the inquiry was carried on without the Chief being informed 
of the serious accusation that had been made against him. It must be obvi¬ 
ous, that in investigating cases of Infanticide, more especially when, as in the 
present instance, the party accused possesses infiuence and power at the place 
where the crime is alleged to have been committed, the forms usual in judicial 
inquiries generally c&onot l»e strictly adhered to. To ensure detection, and 
ultimate conviction, secrecy is at first requisite, to prevent intimidation; and to 
overcome the reluctance and apprebeusions of witnesses, promises of protec¬ 
tion against the resentment of the accused must be liberally bestowed and 
faithfully fulfilled. 

12. At this stage of the proceedings, however, 1 deemed it expedient to 
send for Soorajee, for the purpose of apprising him of the charge, and to hear 
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what he had to say in his defence. The Chief accordingly visited me on the 
I3th of October last, and bis replies to the interrogatories put to him are re¬ 
corded on my proceedings. It is, however, worthy of observation, that the 
result of the examination of the precedii^ witnesses bad transpired, and that 
before he visited me I bad learned what was to be the nature of his defence. 
Before any question was pot to him, the Chief betrayed his knowledge of the 
cause of the interview by asking me,—** How could child-iflurder occur in the 
immediate vicinity of the Political Agent?** Ue then acknowledged that one o^ 
his wives gave birth to a daughter some time between the Dusera and Dewalee 
festivals (i.«. between the 22od October and llih November 1833), but that, 
as the birtli was premature, at eight months, it was not entered in the register 
he had recently fumisbed. The infant lived about an hour, and his Karbarees 
must have been aware of the event. The women alluded to by the witnesses 
before referred to were in atteudance on his wife, and the midwife could 
testify the birth was premature. 

13. It now occurred to me that, provided I could obtain the attendance of 
the slave girls Jethec and Kooeree, without affording them an opportunity of 
communicating with their master, I might be able to elicit some further infor¬ 
mation regarding this transaction: 1 therefore, whilst Soorajee was with 
roe, summoned them, without stating the object 1 had in view in sending 
for them. 

14. From Jetliee, who tio doubt was the principal agent by whom th< 
infant was murdered, nothing could be extracted. She asserted that the birt ;. 
was premature and still-bom; but it is unnecessary to dwell on her evidentu, 
because its falsity is placed beyond a doubt by her haviug asserted, in op{) 0 - 
sition to the father's admission, and to the evidence of all the other witnesses 
examined, that the infant bom was a son, and not a daughter. 

15. In the first instance, Che other slave girl (old, with evident preparation, 
nearly the same story as Jelhee. In her cross-examination, however, after 
much prevarication, she first admitted tliat the infant was of the female sex, 
and ultimately, after having obtained promises of protection against ill usage 
for declaiiDg the truth, stated as follows : that she was present when the child 
was bom; that it was bom alive, and cried ; that she cannot say whether the 
mother had gone the full time/ because she had only arrived from Choora 
eight days before the birth. Her mistress cried because the child was not 
preserved. The after-birth was placed upon the infant's mouth, according to 
the custom of Jharejas ; this was done by the midwife, by the direction of the 
inotber, who cried very much. On a former occasion, the mother preserved 
a daughter, in consequence of which her husband Soorejee separated from her 
for eight months. The mother did not suffer more than usual in cases of 
child-birth, and the child did not appear prematurely bom, and was quite 
alive when the midwife arrived ; no attempt was made to preserve it, and 
when carried out of the room by Jethee it was dead, from the after-birth 
having been placed upon its mouth (to prevent res|Nration). 
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16. The elftfe girl Jietbee having been recalled^ was confronted wiUi tbie 
witneea, vrho repeated in her presence the accd^t above given of the circum¬ 
stances under which the murder was perpetrated; this, however, produced no 
effect on the former, but she declared, with the greatest effrontery, that her 
own statement was the true one. 

17. On the 17th of October following, Soorajee requested an interview with 
me, to which I iouhediately acceded. He stated that the object of his visit was 
to solicit me to desist from my intention of placing his possessions under at¬ 
tachment In reply, I informed him that I certainly had resolved to adopt thia 
measure, pending a reference to Oorernment respecting the cruel instance of 
Infonticide which was proved to have been committed in his house, in violation 
of the ei^agement which hts father had entered into with Colonel Walker, to 
renounce the unnatural practice for ever. On this occasion, neither the Chief 
himself, nor a confidential person of his own tribe who accompanied him, made 
any attempt to deny the charge, but by their demeanour clearly showed that 
they considered it as satisfictorily established. I therefore recommended the 
Chief to express contrition for hit offence, to throw himself on the mercy of 
Government, and to promise hereafter to abstain from a practice which had so 
tong di^yaced his tribe. At the same time, I held out no promise which would 
interfere with Oovemmefit dealing with the case in such maimer as might be 
judged most expedient. The Chief still made no denial of the charge, but, 
after privately consulting with Halaijee, the JIfareja abore alluded to, he 
expressed a with to return home, and promised to give an answer the follow¬ 
ing day, when he came prepared to deny the charge, and, under the influence 
of his family and other advisers, stated he had oothiug to confess, or for which 
to express contrition. It must, however, be evident that Soomjee, by solicit¬ 
ing time for consideration previous to giving an answer to my suggestions, 
tacitly admitted the crime imputed to him, and that hie subsequent denial 
was ibt result of the consultation with his family. 

18. After this last interview, I placed the whole of the Chiefs possessions 
under attachment. I should have adopted tins measure under any circum¬ 
stances, from the impression it is calculated to produce throughout the country, 
of the fixed determinaticm of the British Government to eradicate the dreadful 
crime of Infanticide from this province. In the present case, however, it was 
also recommended by the rights of Government being in danger from the 
Chiefs mismanagement of his resources, which has occasioned a considerable 
accumulation of the debt due to his Hameedar (security) under onr guarantee. 
I availed myself, however, of the opportunity to assign as the reason for the 
aeqoestration, the violation by the Chief of Colonel Walker's settlements for 
the suppretrioQ of In&nticide. 

Id. I bad commenced this report, when severe illness compelled me to 
proceed to the Presidency on sick certificate, which will satisfactorily account 
for the d^y which has occurred in hs transmiMion. 

20. It if now my duty, in cooforatty with the inslnctions contained in 
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the 7tli paragraph* of jour letter dated the 22Dd of November last, to suggest 
the course to be pursued against the Chief of Rajkot He is of the age of 
twenty-two, and, in rank, takes precedence of all but three of the Jhareja 
famiKee of Katty war. No circumstances exist which render him deserving of 
personal consideration. He has not even expressed contrition for the heinous 
crime be has committed; he is evidently alarmed for the consequences 
that moy ensue, but be does not appear to feel ashamed of 4he unnatural deed 
be has perpetrated. The evidence against him is clear and conclusive, and 
Govemment possesses the undoubted right to inflict whatever punishment it 
deems most advisable. Although, however, L do not consider Soorajee to 
possess any claim to considerarion personally, on other grounds 1 am induced 
to recommend that in this, the first case of Infanticide that has ever yet been 
clearly proved in Kattywar, justice should be tempered wiUi mercy; tlie 
chief motive for which is, t}>at extreme severity would, in my opinion, be 
injurious to our future efforts to effect the complete extinction of the practice. 
It must be obvious that, to secure this, we must enlist the feelings of tl)e 
community on our side, so that they may be induced to view the custom with 
general execration, and to aid our endeavours to wipe away so foul a blot on 
humanity. We must (more especially in the first instances thut are brought 
to light) avoid the danger of exciting sympathy 4a &vour of delinquents, 
thereby deterring persons from informing against them who might otherwise 
be disposed to do so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion 
with us, and inflict such penalties only as are likely to be recognised as just b;. 
tile respectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of 
humanity will be long retarded, or may alh^ther ftil. I think, also, s<»;ne 
regard is due to the feelings under which the Jhareja acted who gave infor¬ 
mation against Soorajee; for 1 am quite satisfied he never would e come 
forward had be tliought that the formal trial of his Chief would liavo ensued, 
or that any otlier punishment would be inflicted beyond a fine, and exacting 
security against the recurrence of the oflence* 

21. The following, therefore, is the course which I would respectfully re- 
commend for the consideration of the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council 

I. «^That a fine of Rs. 12,000 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to 
the Infanticide Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until it 
is paid. 

II. —That he he required to renew the engagement by which himself and 
family are already bound to renounce In^tkide,and that he famisb the secu¬ 
rity of two or three of the principal Jhareja Chieft for the observance of the same. 

III. —Tliat an additional article be inserted in this contract, providing tba^ 
on any expected birth in his family, the Chief is to advise Ae Political Agent 
of the same, to enable him to t^e measures for ascertaining tlic result, and . 
for securing the fulfilment of the engagement 

« Vide pw 461. 
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tv.—Th&t he he r^quir^ 1o dismifte from hie service Joeta, Bulwunt, and 
Dulput, Mebtas, decUting them incapable of being re-employed by him, and 
requiring them to leave bit territory ten days after the receipt of the order. 

V.—That be be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to 
a forfeiture of his estate^ and to such other ptmishment as Goteroment may 
aee fit to award. 

22. I think thit on these conditions the Chief may be pardoned. The 
amount of the hne is suggested with reference to Ms resources and embarrass^ 
ments ; the third and fourth conditions will, I have no doubt, be considered 
humiliating, but they are justified by the circumstances of the case. With 
regard to the Mehtas, 1 beg to explain that for many years past they have had 
the exclusive management of the Rajkot Talooka ; they have greatly abused 
their trust, and enriched themselves at their master^s expense. In 1825, the 
whole of the Rajkot Bbyad petitioned against them, and Major Bamewall, in 
consequence, removed them from authority, and declined having any com muni* 
cation with them; they reinstated themselves in power during Mr. Blane’s 
agency; but their dismission and expulsion is now expedient,—lit, for having 
failed to communicate the destruction of Soorajee’s daughter, although, from 
their situation, they could not have been ignorant of the event; 2nd, for hav* 
ing been instioimental in fumishir^ me with a false return of the Jbareja 
children of Rajkot, and for having, when expressly questioned by me on the 
subject, declared ibis return to he correct I gretftly rely on the efficacy of 
this measure; tlie example will be salutary, and induce this class to give 
information against those who may violate the engagements iu force to dis* 
Continue the practice of Infanticide. 

23. I regret to state that Jhareja Morjee, the person tlirough whose agency 
the present case of Infanticide has been principaDy brought to light, is since 
dead, as reported in the annexed letter from Captain Lang. This event is 
much to be deplored, as it has deprived me of an agent on whose future exer¬ 
tions I bad 60 much reason to rely. Taking into consideration Moijee s 
rank ; that he was a member of the tribe among whom Infanticide prevails, and 
connected with Boorajee, whose favour and protection he forfeited by inform* 
ii^ ^uDst him; coupled with my conviction that be was not influenced by 
sordid motives, but by a detestation of the revolting crime, and a sincere desire 
that it should no longer di^race fats tribe,—it was my intention, had he lived^ 
to have recommended him to the peculiar frvoor of Government; but this 
Intention has been frustrated b; his death, and it now only remains to testify 
the high sense entertained of his benevolence, and the moral courage he exhi* 
bited, by holding up his example to others, and by bestowing suiti^le marks 
of &vour upon his frmily : I therefore to recommend that the presents 
proposed by CspAiin Lang, vix. a donation of Rs. 1,000 and a pair of silver 
bangles, should be sanctioned, and that, in addition thereto, a remission of 
one-balf of the tribute and Zoor Tolbee payable during the present year from 
Gowreedur should be granted to his family. 
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24. In the prosecution of this inquiry, assistance was received from a 
Mehta out of employ, at Bajkot, named Judooram, and, in reward for his 
services, I beg to surest a present of Rs. 200. The whole of these disburse* 
ments will of course be debited to the In&nticide Fund. 

26. In conclusion, I have great gratification in acknowledging the valuable 
assistance I have derived from Captain Lang during tlie investigation of the 
charge against Soorajee. * 

26. To obviate further delay, my report is transmitted direct to Govern* 
ment, and a copy will be furnished for the information of the Political Com^ 
missioner for Guserat. * 

( have the honour to be, 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLOUORBT, 

PoorbundeTf I2th April 1835. Political Agent. 


From Captain W. Lako, Assistant Political Agent in Charge, 

To P. WiLLOOQBBT, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

J)ated 6ih Deombfr 1834. 

Sir, —It Is with much regret that I report to you tiie death, on the 26th ultimo, 
of Morjee, the Jhareja Grassia of Oowreedur; an event which, happening 
as it has done so soon after the conviction of the Rajkot Chief of the inhuman 
crime of Infanticide, which, you are aware, was efiected chiefly by his means, 
is the more to be lamented, since, in addition to the almost irreparable loss iht 
caUse of humanity has sustained in the demise of a Jhareja Rajpoot who had 
not only good sense enough to abjure the horrid practice of Infanticide b iicausa 
it was prescribed by the British Government, but, as 1 firmly believo, suffi* 
cient principle to detest the crime for itself, and to volunteer to come f<)rward 
to denounce it when practised by other members of bis tribe, his sudden 
death is not unlikely to be connected (in the minds of so prejudiced a race as 
the Natives of this province are, especially in such matters), with his exertions 
in that cause, which ought, on the contrary, to render bis name revered 
amongst them. 

2. To counteract, as far as we can, the evil effects which might arise from 
such ideas, and to evince to the community in general the high sense of his 
services and respect for his memory entertained by the British Government, 1 
deem it my duty to recommend, in the strongest manner, that the sum of 
Rs. 1,000 should be presented to the family, to assist them in defraying the 
expenses qfhis Dyara, and that a farther present of a pair of bangles, or any* 
thing else which may be considered more eligible, be made to his eldest son. 
1 address this letter to you in consequence of your having the Rajkot Infsnti- 
cide case in hand, and my knowing that it was your intention to recommend 
the employment of the deceased on a small allowance from the Infanticide Fund. 

3. I beg to add that, at the urgent request of Merojee, the eldest son of 
Moijee, I have advanced the sum of Rs. 1,000, including the price of a small 
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supply of opium from Ae warehouse, which, m the erent of my present sup;* 
gestioa not being complied with, will he recorered by instalments from the 
revenues of Gowreedur. 

1 have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

December 1834. Assistant Political Agent in change. 


From C. Noeris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govemment, 

To J. P. WiLLOuOBBY, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated Bombay Caetle^ 2nd June 1835. 

SiB,~I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council ta 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 12th April, submitting for 
the consideration of Government the joint proceedings of Captain Lang and 
yourself, in investigating a chaige of Infanticide preferred in October last 
against Jhareja Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, tributary to the British 
Government 

In reply, I am instructed to intimate to you that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council highly approves the humanity and ability with which you 
have in this instance followed up your former very meritorious exertions for 
the suppression of the atrocious crime of Infanticide. You are requested to 
convey a umilar assurance of the approbation ofCovemment to Captain Lung, 
who has so effectively seconded your efforts. 

The evidence adduced before you and Capt^ Lang incontestably, I am 
desired to state, establishes the guilt of the Chief of lUjkot; and the barbarous 
insensibility which that Chief has evinced on the oecasiou proves him to have 
little claim to fo^veness. At the same time, the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council entirely concurs in the judicious and enlightened obser- 
vaUons contained in the 20th paragraph of your letter, with respect to the 
principles and considerations by which we ought to be guided in dealing with 
tbia inhuman offender. 

in the 21st paragraph you recommend the following measures for the 
consideration of Oovemment, vis 

L—That a fine of Ra. 12,000 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to 
the In&nticide Fond, and t^t hk Talooka continae under attachment unril 
it is paid. 

II. -—That be be reqmred to renew the engagement by which himself and 
family are already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the 
security of two or three of the principal Jhareja Cbtefii for the observance 
of the same. « 

III. —‘That an addidonal article be inserted in this contract, providing that, 
on any expected birth in his fimily,the Chief is to advise the Political Agent 
of the same, to enable him to take measures for tscertaining the result, and 
for securing the fulfilment of the engagement 
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IV. —That he be required to diemiu from hia serriee Joeta, Buiwunt, and 
Dulput, Mehtaa, declarbg them incapable of being re-employed by him, and 
requiring them to leave hia territory ten days after the receipt of tbe order. 

V. —That he iafonned that a repetition of tlw offence will subject him to 
a forfeiture of hia estate, and to such other punishment as Government may 
see fit to award. 

These measures are entirely approred of by tbe Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council, as being sufficient, under the circumstances of the case, 
for the punishment of the crime committed, and as promising to be efficacious 
in preventing the perpetration of like enonnitief in future. 

’ The death of Jhareja Moijee, to whom tbe detecdon of this case of Infan¬ 
ticide was principally owing, as reported in the 23rd paragraph of your letter, 
is an event, I am directed to obeerre, much to be deplored; nor would it be 
free from suspicion of having been occasioned by unfair means, but that, if 
ground for such an idea existed, it would scarcely have escaped disclosure by 
Captain Lang. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council has no hesi¬ 
tation in marking his sense of the deceasedMoijee’s merit, by authorising you to 
bestow on bis ftmily those tokens of approbation which Captain Lang has so 
properly recommended, vis. a donation of Rs. 1,000 and a pair of silver bangles. 

The Right Honorable tbe Governor in Council is also pleased to authorise 
the presentation by you of Rs. 200 to the Mehta who rendered you his assist¬ 
ance during the investigati^ of the charge against Soorajee, as recommendr .i 
in the 24th paragraph of your letter; debiting tbe whole of these disbursamei.is 
to the Infanticide Fund. 

It has not of course escaped you, I am directed to observe, to use all 
proper means for tho protection of the female witnesses through whose 
evidence the Chiefs guilt was brought home to him, as they appear to be 
peraoDd 111 his power. 

The example which in this instance is to be made of tbe Chief of Rajkot 
will, tbe Right Honorable tbe Governor in Council trusts, produce a salutary 
effect, not merely on the suiroundiog Chiefs, but on tbe Jhareja population of 
Rajkot, among whom the censos, reported by you in your letter of the 24th 
September 1834, proves that the crime of Infanlicide was of frequent occurrence. 

A copy of this letter will be communicated to the Polifical Commissioner^ 
for his information. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

2nd Jvne 1835. (Signed) C. Nobbis, Chief Secretary, 


From C. Nobbis, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agbnt ih Kattywab. • 

Dated 19f& Jwte 1635. 

Sib,— With reference to the 23rd paragraph* of your letter dated the 12th 
April, No. 68 of 1836, wherein you recommend that, in addition to tbe dona^ 

• Vide psee 486. 
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tion propoMd by Captain Lang, a remisaion of one-faalf of the tribute and 
Zoor Tulbee payable daring the present year from Gowreedur should be 
granted to the family of the deceased Jhmja Moijee, to whom the detection 
of the crime of Infanticide committed by Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, 
was principally owing, I am directed to intimate to you that tbe Right Honor* 
able the Governor in Council is pleased to accede to your recommendation, 
and accordii^ly adthorises you to grant the said remission to the hmily of the 
late Jhareja, as a mark of the sense entertmned by Govemcnent of his merit 

I have the honour to be, itc. 

]dtA June 1836. (Signed) C. Nonats, Chief Secretary.* 

From Captain W. Lako, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To the PoUTICAL CoMMISSIOKBE FOE GVZBEAT. 

Dated Righotf lltA FAruary 1836. 

6ia,—I have the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honors 
able the Governor in Council, that I wia yesterday enabled to remove the 

* lha proresdioga st pages 462 to 472 of this Selectkm having been reported u> the Honor¬ 
able the Court of Directora, that autbori^ in reply, in a deepetch dated tbe 27th April 1836 
(Ko. 2], remarked aa fbllowa 

** Mr. Vi]loDghby*a report on the effect of our meaanrea for the euppreaiioo of Infaotidde 
in Rattywir it highly cr^iubW to him, and ie, on tbe avbole, estirfectory; for though it 
shoira that the practice etiU pre?sill very esteunvely, ii shoan, sleo, that a great and pro* 
gresetve decrcsee bse been prodneed by tbe efforta of the Britieb Government It is 
inpoerible not to concur in the obeervstiooa of Mr. Willoughby when he eaya that, * to effect 
the complete extinctioD of tbe pneiict, we nuft enliat tbe feelings of tbe community on our 
aide. We nuit (more eapeeially in tbe first iniUaces that are brought to light) avoid the 
danger of excHing aympatby in favour of delinquents, thereby detefring p er eona from infonn* 
iug egsinit them who might otherwise be diapoeed to do so. In short, nnleea we are title tp 
cany public opioiou with us, and iufiict aueb peuaHiee only aa are likdy to be recognised ae 
juat by the reapectahle portion ot tbe eommunity, our endeavonra in the eance ot bumaaity 
will be long retarded, or may altogether fail.* On tbeu grounda, we should have dia^iproved 
of ^e inflietioa upon tbe Cbief of Rajkot (who was prored Co have, in violatioD of hU engage* 
meat, destroyed bis female iafbot) of any severer penalty than that which you have impoaed 
upon him, and which ia aa followt 

** 1«—‘That a fine of Ra. 12,000 be impoaed upon Soorijee, to be credited to the Infimtidde 
Fuad, and that hia Talooka conUuue under aCtaebmeat until it m paid. 

** n.-^Tbat be be required to renew Che eogigcinetit by which himaelf and fSamily are 
already bound to renounce )nliuiticide,aDd that be fumiab the aecuri^ of two or three <4 tbe 
peSncipel Jhareja Chkfa fbr tbe observance of the tame. 

** lll.^lhat an —arti^ be inserted in thia contract, providing that, in any eip wtfd 
birth in hia family, the Chief ia to advise tbe Politkal Agent of ^s same, to enable him to ti ke 
ineasurea fw eecertainmg tbe renih, and fbr leeurigg the fullllsieDt of the engagemeot. 

** I V.^Tbat he be required to dismlsa from bis aervke Joeta, Bniwuut, and Dulput, Mebtaa» 
dedarisgtbem inca|Mhle of being iMmployed hy bim, and requiring them to leave hia territoty 
ten daya aftm the receipt of (he order. 

** V.~Tbat he be iafbrmed that a repethioo of the offenee win subyeet hia to a forfeitare of 
bis eata^e, and to lucb other puniahmenl as Qovsramcet may esc fit to award.'* 
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attachment impoaed upon the Rajkot Talooka on the«17tfa October 1834, in 
conaequence of the TioUtioQ by Soorejee, its Chief, of Colonel Walker’s settle* 
ments for the suppression of Female Infanticide, it haeing been clearly proved 
that that inhuman crime was committed in Soorajee's own fiunily, in the month 
of October or November 1833, as reported in Mr. Willoughby’s letter of the 
12th April last • 

2. Oh receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Norris's reply to that communication, 
dated 2ad June 1836, Soorajee was required by letter to pay the fine of 
Ri. 12^000, to dismiss the three Karbarees, and to enter into the engagements 
suggested in the 21st paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s despatch, and approved 
of by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council. He was also distinctly 
informed that a repetition of the ofTence would sulyect him to a forfeiture of his 
Talooka, and such other punishment as Oovemment might think fit to inflict 

3. AAer the attachment was imposed, the Chief was told that business 
could not be conducted with the Karbarees be tbep had, and this soon led to 
their leaving Rajkot, and taking up their residence at Sirdhar, of the same 
Talooka. They still, however, retained considerable underhand influence 
with Soorajee and his advisers, until the order arrived for their being sent out 
of the Talooka. which was immediately enforced. He has now, I believe^ 
given up all dependence upon them, and has, in one or two visits be has paid 
me, expressed a wish to examine the accounts of their management. 1 have 
always told him, in reply, tliat he ought to have done this long ago; but as 
they have now left his jurisdiction, he had better, in the first instance, ascer¬ 
tain from them whether they are willing to submit the accounts on both sides 
to a Punchayet, both parties giving Sowkar security for any balance which 
may be determined against either. The dismissed Karbarees would in all 
probability consent to a settlement of this kind for tbeir own sakei; and 
after the stop we have already taken, it appears to me highly desirable to 
avoid all further inCerfereoce. Soorajee lias lately entertained, in tlierr room, 
a very respectable Karbaree, Motee Paruk, formerly of the Drangdra Talookaj 
and of late years manager of the Saela Chiers affairs. 

4. There has been some difficulty in getting two Chiefs to enter into the 
necessary security engagements for Soorajee. He at first offered the Chiefs 
of Saela and Cboora, to which Talooka bis two wives belor^, and Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby agreed to accept them.* They have both, however, smee refused, and 
the security of the Raja of Wankaneer was in consequence tendered to that 
officer before his departure; and on his agreeing to take it, the engagement 
required was drawn out, and approved of by him. A translate of this docu¬ 
ment is annexed (No. 1). The Jhareja Chief of Kotra Sanganee has since 
been offered as the other securi^, and I have taken a similar engagement 
from him. Hr. Willoughby, in his report, suggests that th^ security of Jha¬ 
reja Chiefs should be required; but be afterwards thought that of the 

* Vide ptfes 463 to 469 of this Meetiofl. 
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Other c«iste» llajpooU»fWho gire their daughters to the Jbarejas, would be 
equally good. Ooe of each has now been obtainedi the Raja of Wankaneer 
being of the Jhalla tribe; and I hope this will be approved of. I likewise annex 
translate of Soomjee’s reply to Mr. Willoughby’s letter (No. 2), acquainting 
him with the decision.of GoTerament, as this contains the only renewed 
engagement which has been taken from him. Should any more formal agree¬ 
ment to renounce InfanticidCp and give information of expected births in hia 
family, be required, the Chief is willing to give it 

5. Nothing further was necessary as far as the charge of Infanticide was 
concerned, except the payment of the fine ordered to be levied; but there 
has been another difficulty to contend with before it was possible to remove 
the attachment, viz. making a provision for the liquidation of the arrears due 
to the Haineedar, or security for the tribute under our guarantee, as alluded to 
in the 18th paragraph of the late Political Agent’s letter above mentioned. 
On a settlement of accounts^between the parties up to 2nd Magh Shoodh 1892 
(corresponding with 20ib January last), the balance was rei>oried to roe to be 
Rs. 45,000. As it had been formerly ascertained, however, that the Sowkar 
had included in his account some private pecuniary transactions with the 
Chief, I had before required him to produce his Chopras (books), in order 
that I might be able to decide how much of the amount ought properly to be 
considered witliin our guarantee. Every possible objection was offered to this, 
and some with a show of reason, particularly that the private transactions took 
place many years ago, and on the mortg^e of the Mandavee, or customs of 
Rajkot, which are not literally included in the written agreement regarding 
the tribute, although they, of course, come within the general provision made 
therein, that, in the event of the mortgage proving iuBufficient to repay the 
Sowkar for his advances on account of tribute, the whole resources of the 
Taiooka shall be included. 

6. The Chief was not by any means anxious to press the examination of 
the accounts, and expressed his desire to |)ay the private debt likewise, which 
H is of course but just that he should do. The existence of such, however, 
gave roe considerable laUtude in arguii^ with the Sowkar, and 1 bad but little 
difficulty in persuading both parUea to consent to an arrangement, by which 
the interest upon tlie debt, wbich has been going on at twelve per cent., should 
cease from the date of the last setUement of accounts already referred to, and 
the balance be paid off by annual instalments, to bear interest at nine per 
cent., aRcr the date fixed for the payment of each. 

7. I required tlic Chief in the meantime to pay the sum of Ra. 12,000 
towards tlie liquidation of the debt, besides giving me securi^ for the whole 
of the current year’s demand. This, 1 am happy to state, he has succeeded in 
doing, and the Sowkar has agreed to accept the balance, Rs. 33,000, in three 
annual instalments, payable on 2od Falgoon Shoodb, which will fall this year 
on the I6th instant, and commencing in Sumvut 1893 (a. d. 1837). A writ¬ 
ing to this effect has accordingly been drawn out and signed by the Chief) 
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And on my guaranUeing the pro?ieioiia it contaiiis, Sowkar is willii^ to 
return tbe pieaent MoouUb (security ei^agement) receipted in fillip the penod 
for which be was/responsible for the tribute hariog last year expired. The 
line of Re. 12,000 was then paid into the treasury, without our haring to assist 
in raising the money, or becoming responsible to any one for its repayment ; 
and upon this I at once consented to remove the nttachmeot 

8. I have not pledged myself in any way to the Sowkar, but, on the con¬ 
trary, told him distinctly, that if the present arrangement is not approved of, it 
will be absolutely uecessary that bo' should produce his Chopms (account 
books), 1 beg, however, to recommend, in the strongest manner, that it 
should be adopted. It is most favourable, 1 consider, for the Chief, aud per* 
fectly equitable as far as the Sowkar is concerned; otherwise he would not so 
readily have agreed to it. I annex (No. 3) translate of the simple engagement 
requiring our guarantee, in cose it is approved of; by which it will be observed 
that if the Chief acts up to his i^rccment, his Talooka will be free from tins 
embarrassment in three years. 1 have every reason to expect, from tlic cliaiuc^ 
ter of bis present Karbareo, that tlie strictest attention will be paid to the 
regular payment of the tribute, and the instalments of arrears as they foil duo; 
and on this ground have only required the Olucfs own engagemetu to pay the 
tribute, besides agreeing with the Karbarcc that he is to furnish Sowkar .secu¬ 
rity each year, both for our dues and the amount of instalment, before begin¬ 
ning to collect the revenues. 

9. Much credit is due to the new Karbaree, Motee Puruk, for having 
nh cady done so much, and effected such favourable arrangements for the future, 
in order to extricate Soorajee from his euibarrassmenU; and should the plmi 
now proposed m^t with the approbation of the Right Honorable the Governor 
in Council, I would strongly recommend tlmt a small jiresctU of clotlis, say 
of the value of ils. loO, should be made to that mdividual. Any such mark 
of fevour would have the clicct ofiuduciug the Chief of Rajkot to continue Moteo 
Paruk iu the management of bis atfairs; and it is, moreover, highly desirable 
that advantage should be taken of tliis, one of the few opportunities which have 
of late years occurred in Katty war, to prove to the community in general the 
sense which Government will always entertain of the services and exertions of 
persons of tins class, in retrieving the affairs of Talookaa entrusted to their 
care, or keeping them in a prosperous conditiuu. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) W. Land, 

Acting Political Agent 


62 0 
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No. L 

Raja CHCRBnaiNOJBS, of WanJutneer, wrUe$ as fellows:^ 

Whoreai the JhArejt people fonnerly put (heir daughter to deaths 
thereby committing a ^ of great enormity; and Colonel Walker, in Sumvat 
1864, caused them to enter into engagements to abandon the inhuman 
custom, and preserre their female offspring for the future; but notwith« 
standirig this the Chief of Rajkot, Sirdar Jhareja Soorajee, disregarded 
and broke this engagement,* and put a daughter to death, which case 
of InfanUcide was investigated in the month of October 1834, and the 
crime proved by means of witnesses; it therefore became necessary to call 
upon him to furnish security that he would not commit such a dreadful 
deed in future, and he has named me • I therefore agree to become perpetual 
security for him, and accordingly execute this writing, to the effect that Jhareja 
Soorajee shall inform theSirkar whenever the birth ofa child may be expected 
in his family, and that he shall never injure or threaten Patel Lukmon’s 
mother, or any other people or their relations, who may have given evidence 
in the case of Inhnticide against him; that be shall act ^peeably to, and main¬ 
tain fhe engagements formerly effected by theSirkar for the preservation of the 
daughters of Jharejas, and the pro^amation dated 22nd November 1834 issued 
on the same subject; and that Jhareja Soorajee shall punctually inform the 
Sirkar of any breach of these engagements which may occur within bis Ta- 
tooka. I have become security for him in case he may not inform the Sirkar of 
any case of Infanticide coming within his knowledge, or uphold and mamtain 
the engagements for the abolition of this horrid custom, and atn therefore bound 
to see the same done, and responsible to Oovemment for any breach that may 
bereafler arise. 

This wiling is duly iignsd, Ashad Shcodk i5rA, Ssmvut 1891 (oorre^ 
spending tcilh 6th Oelohsr A, J).] 835 J, 

(Signed) Jualla CHVRDEBsmBB, 

And for him by Roosa WusuTsiROjas. 


No. 2. 


Translation of a Letter from Jbaebja Soobajbb, of Rajkot, to J. P. Wil- 
l/>uaHBY, L!sq,, Political Agent, dated Skrawnn Vud lOtk, SummU 1892 
{corresponding wiik \Sth Avgust A, X>. 1835 J, 


Your letter of the 20th June has been received. You have therein written 
that I am to pay-a fine of Re. 12,000. My circumstances are insufficient to 
enable me to pay this sum at once. I b^, therefore, you will do me the 
favour to settle some m%y in which I can do it You have farther written that 
1 am to infbrm you befor^and of births likely to take place in my ffimily. 
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7hi$ U well, and I ifaall do so. In regard to yoar, request that ! should 
Ainiish security to abstain from the custom of putting my daughters to death 
in future, I to state that I am determined to renounce the custom. My 
possessions are entirely under the Sirkar; but if, notwithstanding this, you 
should wish zne to give security, I shall duly fomish the same. I have, agree¬ 
ably to your orders, banished Mehtas Buiwunt, Joeta, and Dulputram Kposball 
from my Talooka. In respect to Patel Lukmon't mother and the other 
persons who gave evidence in my case, or any of their relations, not suffering, 
as you have written, any harm at my hands, I to state that Patel Lukmon 
is as a son of the Durbar, and there is no onw higher in its estimation than 
he is. I have, notwithstanding, this day called him into my presence, and 
spoken to him in terms of encouragement and confidenoe before four Sowkars, 
and two other persons, whom I had summoned on (he occasion. The pro¬ 
clamation regarding the daughters of Jharejas which* you have transmitted 
has been received, and I shall take the measures it directs. Whatever the 
Sirkar does it designed excliuively for our good, and I am therefore obedient 
to its wishes. I b^ you will fix some way in which 1 can pay the fine 
imposed on me, and withdraw the attachment on my Talooka. The character 
of my place depends on the Sirkar. 


No. 3. 


7b SBvr WuKUTCRUND KoosRAixcuuitD, Jharbja Sooniiu, of Rafhoi 

Sirdhar, writes as follows 

Whereas I had, through the British Government, appointed you my H^tmeo 
(security) for the payment of the tribute aodZoor Tulbee due from my Talooka 
for seven years, from Sumvut 1895 to Sumvut 1891, both years incluebe, and 
you liave, according to the terms of the Mootalib entered into on that occa¬ 
sion, fully paid the Jam, though I have been unable to reimburse you tbo 
whole amount, and consequently, on an examination of the accounts between 
U8 for that period, a balance of Ra. 46,000, including the yearly interest, is 
due by me on the 2nd Magh Shoodh, Sumvut 1692: I have, therefore, paid 
you the sum of Rs. 12,000 within that month, and a balance of Rs. 33,000 
now remains due to you. I agree to liquidate this debt by three iustalmeats, 
as follows 


On the 2nd Fa%ooa Shoodh, Sumvut 1893 • • • • 
Ditto dittp ] 894 • • • • 

Ditto ditto 1896 •••• 


Rs. n,ooo 
11,000 


Oil 


Total 


33. 


Ill 


This turn of Rs. 33,000 is to be paid you in the above manner without 
interest Should, however, a balance remain due to you of any instalment 
afWr the period ^ed for its payment, tbe »ae sbsU be peyable with interest 
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at three-fourtim per cei)t. per mensecn. The liquidatioo of this debt will be 
provided for accordb^ to the former Mootalib (agreement)^ by the mortga^ 
of the whole rereoaesof my Turguna, from which it will therefore be paid 
in fall. 

On the ternination of the period fixed for the 3rd instalment^ nothing shall 
remain due to you. This agreement has been entrred into in the presence of 
Captain Lang, Acting Political Agent on the part of the Honorable Company, 
and no difference will take place. In case I should make any, tlie British 
Government will maintain the engagement 

Magh Vud 5fA, Sunday, Sumvut 1892 fcorretpandipg tcitk 7ih February 
A. D. 1836J. 

In the handwriting of Kawjsk NAaiu>?fJBR, signed by Jiiareja SooRAjan, 

(True translations) 

(Signeil) W. Lano, 

Acting Pulitical Agent. 


JifeM<frandum 7fy 3. P. WitLouanny, Secretary to Government, Domhay* 

1. Under the authority of the Hight Honorable the Governor, I proceed 
to offer a few remarks upon Ca]>tain I«ang*8 letter of the I Ith of February last, 
reportmg the removal of the attachment which was ini|>osod upon the TaJooka 
of Rajkot, in consequence of the Chief having l>coii convicted of the 
crime of Infanticide, under the circumstances dctailc<l in my rq»ort of the 
12th April 1836. 

2. The Chief having paid the fine of Rh. 12,000, and Itaving complied 
With all the other conditions which Govennnent thought fit to prcMTibe to 
guard against the repetition of his gricvoiia ofIVnee, the rcinovaJ of the attach¬ 
ment was a very pro|>cr proceeding. 

3. Although it would have been better that the Chief called upon Ins 
former Ministers to render an account of tlicir administration before they 
quitted his territory, still 1 think they should not be allowed to refuse to 
render such an account even at tins late period, and the mode propssed 
by Captain Lang in the 3rd paragraph of his report, for effecting a setUement, 
appears unobjectionable. 

4. 1 am well acquainted with the person named Motcc Faruk, who had 
been selected by the Chief to succeed as Minister, and from his general 
respectability of character, and tbc infiuonce he possc^^es, I have little doubt 
that he will in a very short {leriod extricate tlie Chief of Rajkot from the 
embarrassments in which, from the mismanagement of bis affairs, he is at 
present involved. I think the honorary present which Captain Lang recom« 
mends should be made to Motee Panik would be well bestowed, and increase 
his usefulness. 

6. The securities afforded by the Chief of Rajkot, fi>r the discontinuance 
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of the inhuman practice of Infautidde within bu Talc^koi m, I tliink, unex* 
ceptiontble. I oripnollj propoeed ibot he ehould be re<]uired (o fumiah the 
eecarity of two Chieie of hie own tribe, but, on reconridering the eubject, 1 
thought it advisable to make the modification noUced in the 4th paragraph 
of Captain Lang*! letter, which 1 doubt pot the Board will be pleaa^ to 
approve. Our beat eecurity, however, for the complete extinction of the 
revolting custom, is the vigilance of our Agent in compelling the Jharejas to 
adhere to their engagement for its renunciation. 

6. The letter to my addrees from the Chief of Rajkot, accompanying 
Captain Lang's despatch (enclosure No. 2), furnishes reasonable grounds for 
hope that he is in some d^ree sensible of the euormity of the offence which 
be committed, and that he is resolved henceforward to renounce the diabolical 
custom. I am happy to be able to state that before I left Kattywar the Chief 
acted up to that part of the present engagement requiring him to apprise the 
Agent of any expected birth in his family. He gave me tins tiiformation 
some time before tlie event took place, and 1 was then enabled to adopt 
measures to satisfy myself of the result. This is the more satisfoctory because, 
although the precaution was both called for and justified in consequence of 
Soorajee having been convicted of Infanticide, the measure in itself must bo 
highly offensive snd humiliating to tl)e feeling of a Rajpoot. 

7. With respect to the arrangement concluded by Captain Lang for the 
liquidation of the debt due to tlie bankers through whom tlie Rajkot tribute 
has for several years past been paid, and amounting to lU. 45,000,1 tliink, 
under the actual circumstances of Ute case, it slioiild be a|>provcd and coiifimi* 
ed. I have no doubt that a strict examination of the accounts would have 
enabled us to reduce the amount of debt we have really guaranleq^ very 
considerably, because part of the sum above mentioned is undoubtedly com* 
posed of private advances to tlic Chief, unautlioriscd by tlie engagomeut 
guaraitteed. 

8. Taking, however, into consideration the important advsntngc which will 
be derived by the Chief, from the bankers having consented that the debt, 
which now bears interest at the rate of twelve per cent per annum, should 
became a non-interest debt, |»<»yable by instalincnU, I am of opinion that in 
this instance the great irr^larity of public and private pecuniary trausaetjons 
being blended in the same account, sliould be overlooked. 

9. In order, however, to check this practice for the future, of which I 
discovered several instances during my agency in Kattywar, 1 would recom¬ 
mend that the Political Agent should be directed to issue a notificaUon, 
strictly forbidding it hereafter, and declaring that any person hereafter proved 
to have inserted prijate loana in a guarantee account will forfeit our guaran¬ 
tee in consequence. He might be farther directed to insert a clause to this 
effect in any Uamee or security bonds which he may hereafter have occasion 
to guarantee. 

10. The non-exactimi of Htmee or seenrity for payment of the Rajkot 
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tribttte for the fuiare maty be epprored^ but the Agent ehould be direclad to 
be Tigilant in cc»npelli>^ the lUja to foroieh security each year for payment of 
the same, and the inatalmeDt of the guaranteed debt, before he appUea the 
resourcet of bis Talooka to hU own ose. 

II. The proceedings of Captain Lai^ in eSecting the settlements adverted 
to in this memorandum appear to merit the highest commendations, of 
Govemment* • 

(Signed) J. P. WjLiAVOHBT, 

Sth July 1630. Secretary to Government* 

\ ... ^. 


Jtftavtv the Right HonorobU the Oomnou, contwmd in by the Board,^ 

dated 13/A July 1836. 

I approve and adopt* Mr. Willoughby's memorandum generally. 

(Signed) R. Geakt. 

J. laOFSlDt. 

13/A Jit/y 1836. J. Faeisb. 


From J. P. WitxoooRBT, Esq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Noreis, Esq., Cliief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajhai^ 10/A Stptemhtr 1835. 

SiR,~I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, another case of Infanticide in this province, 
which has recently been detected, and clearly substantiated. 

2. It occurred between three and four months ago, and the person who 
committed it is Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, a dependant of Jhareja Boon** 
gurjee, the Chief of that place. I r^ret to add, th^t the latter bad endea*' 
voured to screen his dependant, and, consequently, has justly forfeited the 
marks of favour which I suggested should be bestowed upon him in my report 
on Infanticide dated 27th September 1634. 

3. In consequence of temporary indisposition on my part, this inves&ga* 
lion was commenced and conducted with bis usual ability by my Assistant, 
Captain Lang. 

4. The case was 6rst brought to my notice by tlie receipt of a letter purporting 
to <ome from the Chief of Khureesra, but in reality written by a Mehta, named 
Judooram. This letter reported that three Jhareja females had recently 
been bom and preserved in the district of Khureesra ; and further stated that 

Jhareja Veerajee ^haH probably had a daughter." It wts, however, accom¬ 
panied by a memorandum from the Mehta, fairly stating that Veerajee's child 

* luttructioAi to foe effset mgseated by Mr. WiBoufbbf wws ssoor^aiJj intd to tbe 
PsUtM Afsat ia Xsttywor oa the 9tb Aufuei lS9h. 
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bad baen pot to death. TrandatioDs of both these ^ocumeots are recorded 
OB the proceedings* under date the 22nd ultimo. 

6. Three women were alleged *to bare been present^ but the names of two 
only were given : one of these, Hoorbaee, when examined by Captain Lang 
on the 16tb August, disavowed dl knowledge of the transaction, but stated 
that she heard a mde child had been bonr, which died immediately after birth 
from bleeding at the nose.*’ In her re-examination before me (2^ August), 
she persevered m this statement ; but her evidence is, nevertheless, corrobora* 
tive of the accusation, because she stated her information was derived from 
the aunt of the accused ; and as the latter even admits a daughter was bom, 
it is evident that some cause existed why the aunt attempted to deceive the 
witness in regard to the sex of the infant 

6. Another woman, named Maobaeo Khojee in her first examination before 
Captain Lang (16th Augtist), although it was subsequently proved iliat the 
officiated as midwife on the occasion, disavowed all knowledge on the subject, 
further than that about two months and a half before, she had heard a son 
had been bom, and had died from the cause stated by the preceding witness. 
She had, further, the hardihood to assert that the Jharejas never employed 
midwives, lest cases of Infanticide should transpire on Uieir infurmatjun. 

7. At this stage of the inquiry, the case was fully brought to light by one 
of those accidental circumstances which frequently aid the detection of 
guilt, in such a manner as may be deemed almost providential. The wit* 
ness Manbaee being detained at Rajkot, her husband, an old man of about 
sixty, who happened to be absent from Khureesra when she was summoned, 
came in search of her. Captain Lang promptly examined this man, and 
elicited from him the following important facts*That about two months be¬ 
fore, a daughter was bom in Veerajee'a bouse, when his wife attended as 
midwife; that the infant, having been washed, was placed by the side of its 
mother, and a little Goor (molasses) mixed with water giv^ to iu Finally, 
that bis wife did not inform him of anything improper that occurred, but that 
three days alter the child was born, he heard that the body of an infant had 
been dragged from an Ookurda or dunghill, which was suspected to be 
Veorajee’s. 

6. Manbaee was now re*ezamined, and with some hesitation admitted 
that when the child was bom she was sent for; that the birth had, however, 

4 

taken place before she arrived; that two feomle relations of Veerajee told her 
a male child had been bore, and had died immediately; that such was the 
report circulated, but that every person in the town was aware a daughter had 
b^n born and bad been destroyed. 

9. Up to this time the witness was not aware of her hnsbeod beii^al 
tUjkot, much less of the infonnation he had afforded, an(hit was evident that 


* These praeediagv, bebg vola&iam, are omitted from this Brieetioa: their fabstsoee 
ii coQtaoed ia thii let{er. 
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{hw fear sbe had not yet stated the truth. They were now, however, 
confronted, when the wife became more assured, and made the following 
statement:—“One ereniog, just after dark, I was called to attend Veerajee's 
wife. A daughter was bom. I informed the mother, and she said it should 
be preserred. I did what is usual on such occasions, and placed the infont 
on a chair near the mother's cot. When the child was born, two of Veerajee’s 
female relations were the only other persons present, one of whom gave it 
some Goer and water. I thought it was Goor, and not opium, because it was 
iritended to preserve the child. I returned home ; but the following morning, 
when I proceeded to Veerajee'e house, I observed the chair on which I 
placed the child turned upside down. Upon this, 1 observed to the mother, 
* You said yon would preserve the child, what is this ?*-^wheQ she replied, 
‘ What was the use; I could not afford it; so what was to be done?' When 
this conversation occurred, no other person was present." 

10. Both these witnesses were afterwards re*examined by myself. The 
only additional ctrcuiostanca elicited from the husband was, that the dunghill 
from which the remains of an infant were diagged out by a dog belonged to 
Veerajee, which naturally fastened suspicion upon him. The wife repeated 
all the principal facts she had deposed to before Captain Lang, adding,^ 
^*You ask me about the killing of the child ; the whole town is aware it was 
killed. Veerajee's wife was attended in her confinement by her sister, who 
was summoned for the purpose from another village. She was accompanied 
by a little girl of the age of ten dr twelve." This last foct will, in the sequel, be 
found of material importance. 

] 1. Defore dismisiing this part of the evidence, I deem it right to make 
two observations,~li<i that the revoltir^ circumstance of Veerajee's child 
having been diagged out of the dunghill has not been established; that 
although the midwife stated truly the infant was destroyed, perhaps, to 
avoid implicntiD^ herself, she had given a false account of the time when ilie 
barbarous deed was committed, and has concealed the real circumstances 
attending it. 

12. To proceed,^Walbaee, another witness, in her examination before 
Captain Lang, denied all knowledge of the subject, except that she heard a 
eon was bom, which died immediately after birth, from bleeding at the nose. 
Before me, however, she acknowledged a daughter was bom ; that a slave girl 
named Jeewee informed her it was destroyed; and that the whole town of 
Khureesra were aware of the circumstance. It is evident that the three women, 
Hoorbaee, Manbaee, and Walbaee, came prepared with a preconcerted story, 
the falsehood of which was accidentally expos^ by the husband of Manbaee. 

13. The accused was now sent for, and informed of the chai^ against him, 
which he stoutly denied. He admitted having bad a daughter two or three 
montha after the last Hoolee (which festival fell on the 15th March 1835), but 
asserted that it died immediately after birth, from bemorrbage at the nose ; 
adding that he had had five sons which bad died in a similar manner. He 
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•tated that he was absent from home when the birth c^eurred^ and, in the first 
instance, asserted he did not risit his house for six or eight days after the 
occurrence, but finally acknowledged be did so the same evening. At first he 
said be did not know who was present at the birth, but afterwards corroborated 
the midwife's evidence upon this point Me was required to send for one of 
these persons, but has evaded doing so, although such attendance might have 
been effected without much violence to the prejudices of *his caste regarding 
the appearance of their women in public. Finally, he has made no attempt 
whatever to produce evidence to refute the cha^e, which he might easily have 
done had it been false. * 

I4» I now beg to call attention to the examination before roe of the Mehta 
through whose meritorious exertions this case of Infanticide has been disco¬ 
vered. He admits that the letter referred to in paragraph 3 was dictated 
by him without the authority of the Chief in whose name it professes to be 
written, but alleges that the information it contains was derived from the 
Chiefs mother. This lady being at Rajkot, 1 deputed my Native agent to 
interrogate her on the subject, and the result of her examination is recorded 
on the proceedings. In this she denies having ever authorised the Mehta to 
report that Veerajee’s child bad been destroyed, asserting, on the contrary, 
that it died a natural death. 

16. Further inquiry, therefore, appeared necessary on this point; and as the 
Mehta had menrioned the name of the persi^ who was the channel of com* 
iDunication on the occasion, he was summoned. Fortunately tins person is 
altogether unconnected with the parties implicated. He is a Rajpoot of the 
Jhalia tribe, and has for some time past been residing at Khureesra, taking 
care of a mare and foal belonging to bis master, who resided at Bhorka, and 
is connected by marriage with the Chief of Khureesra. TJiis man deposed 
that he heard ** that Vecrajee's mfe gave birth to a daughter, and that it was 
put to death; that tlie Mehta Juo^ram sent him to make inquiries of the wife 
of Doonguijee, the Chief of Khureesra, and she acknowledged tlic fact, 
without stating the maimer in which the death of the infant was effected. 
The circumstaDce is known to all the inhabitants of Khureesm: they are 
afraid to inform; but why should I conceal so great a Pap (sin) ?" 

16. In bis examination, the Mehta also alluded to a woman named Kessur, 
residing at Khureesra, capable of affording information on the subject, and she 
was likewise summoned and examined. At first, this witness denied having 
ever stated the infant was destroyed, but asserted that it died a natural 
death, after having lived eight days. On being confronted with the Mehta, 
however, she confessed that she did inform him of the murder, and stated 
** that she derived her information from the mother of the infant, and that tlie 
occurrence was die talk of the whole town.^ She explaided that in the first 
instance she was afraid to speak the truth, lest her master (t. e. the Chief of 
Khureesra) should get into difficulty on account of what had happened. I 
eonsider this woman's evidence to Im trustworthy, and, as far as it extendsi 
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important; the flnt, b^ue it waa giren reluctantijr ; the iecond» beeauie 
her situation as a domestic in the Chiefs iainily afforded her opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with what bad happened. 

] 7, It may almost appear to hare been superfluous my still perseTering in 
this inquiry after haring obtained each a strong body of eridence in support of 
the only facts of real importance to prore, vis. that the wife of the accused 
was delivered of a daughter^ and that it was destroyed. Too great caudon, 
however^ cannot be observed in conductiog investigations of this kind» because 
the ordinary rules and principles of judicial inquiries cannot be rigidly adhered 
to. It most be obvious that eases of Inlanticide can only be established by 
the servants and dependents of those guilty of them. It is therefore essential» 
for their protection, that their names should in many instances be concealed, 
to prevent their being exposed to the vengeance and resentment of their mas¬ 
ters. It must also be equally obvious that nothing is more easy to advance 
than an accusation of Infanticide, and it becomes the more imperative upon 
the Agent to ad^pt every precaution in his power to guard agaiirst an innocent 
man becoming the victim of enmity and mdice. He must even take care lest 
his zeal in the cause of bumani^ should warp his judgment; lest his natural 
and great anxiety to detect instances of a barbarous practice, known to exist, 
should induce him to give too ready credence to accusations of this kind, and 
to the evidence by which they are supported, so as to enable him effectually 
to suppress the diabolical custom, by combining the system of rewards with a 
few examples of signal punishment. These remarks apply more in a general 
point of view than to the individual case under report, and are offered in sup¬ 
port of my opinion that such inquiries should never be abandoned until all the 
evidence within reach has been obtained. 

* 18. It was, however, by accident only that sdditional evidence was obtained 
in the case under report. When I was about to close the inquiry, a woman 
named Tejoo, accompanied the two witnesfhs whose testimony is summed up 
in the 16th and 16th paragraphs. Having ascertained that she was a domestic 
servant in the bouse of the Chief of Khureesra, I examined her. At flrst she 
declared that Veerajee's child lived ten days. On being, however, admonished 
to speak^the truth, and after having reCmved assurances of protection, she said 
she would do so, provided her examination was conducted in private, and that 
her name should not be published. To this I assented, when, without hesita¬ 
tion, she made the following statement, which was afterwards most fully cor¬ 
roborated by the little giri named as her informant 

My first statement was dictated by fear. When Veerajee’s wife was about 
to be confined, her sister (called the Patla Sasoo) was summoned from another 
village to assist on the occasion. A daughter was bom. Two other women 
besides the Patla Sasoo were present When the infant wu bom, the Patla 
Sasoo placed it between two tiles, with the after-birth on its mouth: this is 
the uiu^ way in which the daughters of the Jbareja tribe are put to death. 
This is the second time a daughter of Veertjee^s has been destroyed. The 
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PbUb Sbsoo buried the io&ntin a corner of e cattle-ehed adjoining Veer^ee'e 
houje. This occorred about fire moothe eince. I am acquaiofed with the 
circumstancee, because 1 reside with the Jharejaa. The midwife Manbaee 
arrived after the birth had taken place.'* In her crou^xaminatioD, the witness 
further stated,^^'Veenyee, the &ther of the child, was sleeping in the veranda 
when It was bom; his brother Hallaijee was with him. He recommended that 
the infant should be preserved, apprehending the consequences; but Veerajee, 
awaking, gave orders for its destructiou. A slave girl named Waloree, of about 
tea or twrive yean of age, accompanied the Patla Sasoo to Kiiureesra, and 
it was from her I learnt the above particulars the day after the child was born. 
In the first instance, ahe attempted to deceive me, by stating a stilUbora eon 
had been produced; but finally informed me as above. The birth occurred at 
midnight." 

td» On reference to paragraph 10 it will be seen that the witneas Mapbaee 
likewise deposes to the &ct of a little girl of the age of ten or twelve years having 
accompani^ the Patla Sasoo to Khureesra. 1 now, therefore, despatched a 
confidential agent to the village where she resided, about twenty miles from 
Rajkot, with strict injunctions not to permit her to hold any communication 
whatever with the persons who had been previously examined. This was 
accordingly done; and, in her examination before me, she entirely confirmed 
every part of Tejoo's evidence, with the exception of that part of it where she 
etat^ the father ordered the child to be destroyed, in opposition to the advice 
of his brother Hallarjee. 

20. The charge being thus dearly established against Veerajee, it now 
remains for me to surest the punishment that should be inflicted. The cir¬ 
cumstances of the case would justify very severe penalties : the accused, f*er- 
sonally, is not a fit object of clemency; no plea exists in mitigation of his 
offence, for he cannot even urge inattention on onr part in enforcing the 
agreements of his tribe to renounce Infanticide. The offence certainly occurred 
within the last five months, and I may safely say do subject has during the 
last three yeafi engaged so much attention at Rajkot as that of Infanticide. 
He must have seen people deputed to bis district to taken census of Jhareja 
females; and he must have been aware that the whole of the Rajkot 
Chiefs possessions had been placed under attachment on account of the 
commiseioa of a like oflence. He has, therefore, sinned against all these 
warnings, and, could I separate the individual from the impression likely to 
be produced on the whole tribe generally, I should have no hesitation in 
recommending protracted imprisonment, involving removal to a distant gaol 
or even transportation, as the most suitable punishment that could be 
awarded. 

21. I confess, however, I entertain doubts whether ^ch severity would 
operate beneficially, and tend to the ultimate extincrion of the practice; and, 
after mature consideratioD, I beg to propoee that Veerajee should be sentenced 
to suffer twelve months' ordinary imprisonment in the Riykot gaol, and la 
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pay a of Rs. 3|000j, or io default thereof to eufTer impriionment for the 
further period of two yean; aud fioally, ou bia release^ to Ainueh lecurity 
that he will abstain from Infanticide hereafter. 

22. The fine proposed is»I believe, hr beyond Veerajee e means to pay; 
bot the Chief of Khureesra has evinced a warm interest in his behalf, and will, 
in all probability, come forward to assist him. Be this as it may, if he is 
unable io atone for his offence by payment of this fine, he should be made to 
do so in person. 

23. I deeply regret to be obliged to state that I consider the Chief of 
Khureesra so far implicated io Veerajee’s offence that, with a foil knowledge 
of it, he &iled to report it to me, although bound to do so by his engage- 
menlp. 1 believe ^e Mehta Judooram’s itaiament that one of the Chief's 
female relations acknowledged that the infant was destroyed, corroborated as 
it is the evidence ofthe Jhalla Rajpoot,named Natha Jetha; but independent 
of this &ot, there is other evidence recorded on the proceedings, proving that 
the destruction of the infant was known io the Chiefs family. It is impos¬ 
sible to suppose, therefore, that be himself was ignorant, and his manner and 
behaviour, when examined before me, cc^firm roy belief to the contrary. 

24. Under ordinary circumstances, the Chief would be justly liable to fine, 
for having tacitly permitted one of his dependents to commit Infanticide, with¬ 
out reporting the occurrence to the Agent. It will, however, be in the recol¬ 
lection of Government, that in consequence of tlie favourable result exhibited 
in the return of Jliareja females from the district of Khureesra, I recommended 
that a remission of tribute and an honorary present should be granted to this 
Chief. These marks of favour were sanctioned in your letter dated the 22nd 
of November 1834, and the Chief was duly apprised of them. Fortunately, 
however, no opportunity has intermediately occurred for bestowing them. 
They have been justly forfeited by the Chiefs attempt to screen Veerajee ; 
and though I do it with reluctance, 1 beg to recommend that they be cancelled, 
and in this case no other punishment need be awarded. 

26. The meritof the Mehta Judooram, in bringing Veerajeef crime to light, 
is very conspicuous, and requires to be proportionately rewarded. He is the 
Vukeel of tlie Chief of Khureesra, a situation which he will most probably lose 
in consequence of having informed against a dependent of Lis master. For 
this, and other reasons, 1 do not think a reward of Ks. 800 greater tlian he Is 
entitled to, which I beg to recommend accordingly, from the Infanticide Fund. 

26. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council will perceive, at the 
close of the annexed proceedings, that Veerajee has, pending the receipt of 
instructions,been committed to the Rajkot gaol. His commitment appears to 
have created just that sensation in the country which is desirable. The com¬ 
munity, and particularly, I am informed, those tribes who marry their daugh¬ 
ters to tlie Jharejas, view the measure with satlsfiiction, and as an earnest 
of our determination effectually to suppress the revolting practice. A few 
days after Veerajee was committed, a deputaiiou of such members of bis 
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caste as happened to be at Rajkot> aided by the ancle of the 

preeeot Chief of Mcoiree, a moat respectable man, came to me for the 
purpose of iaterceding in bis bcbalfi and to request that' I would release 
him on security until the receipt of the orders of Government In declin¬ 
ing to comply with their request, I did not fail to embrace so favourable 
an opportunity of explaining, in open Rucheree, the views and intentions of 
Government upon the subject of In^ticide ; of inveighirfg against the enor-^ 
mity of the custom; and of exhorting them individually and collectively to aid, 
by every means in their power, in effecting its abolition. I think I succeeded 
in exciting a favourable impression, and it wassatis&ctory to observe that the 
deputation made no attempt whatever either to deny Veerajee's guilt, or to 
palliate it # 

27. In conclusion, I take the liberty to request the instructions of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council upon this case as early as may be 
practicable. The Political Agent's Court of Criminal Justice is about to be 
convened, and as tins will draw a lai^ concourse of persons to Rajkot I think 
a good effect would be produced if the sentence against Veerajee is published 
when the Court is sitting, and in the presence of as many persons as can wiUi- 
out inconvenience be collected together. 

1 have the hononr to be, kc. 

(Signed) J. P. Willououbt, 

Rajkot, lOM SepUmber 1835. Political Agent. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Aos^gr, Ratty war. 

Daud Bombay CottU, 9th October 16v36. 

SiR,^I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the lOtb iiltimof with enclosures, 
reporting a ca^ of Infanticide committed by Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, 
and of your proceedings thereon. 

2. The Governor in Council is of opinion that you acted quite right in 
pursuing the investigation, even after you were in possession of proofs which, 
inordinary cases, would have seemed abundant. The subject of inquiry was a 
family transaction of the darkest and most secret nature. The particulars 
could be known only from the mouths of relatives, domestics, or dependents. 
The evidence of necessity consisted in a great measure of hearsay. The pecu¬ 
liarity of the jurisdiction exer^sed precluded many of the ordinary forms of 
justice. Under these circumstances, too mneh care could not be batowed in 

* obtaining the materials of judgment 

3. With regard to the punishment to be inflicted on the offender, (he ulti¬ 
mate and corrected view taken by you on the subject is, in the opinion of the 
Governor in Council, a jnit one. The object of human punishment not being 
the infliction of vindictive pain, but simply the prevention of crime, and this 
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«ftet being chiefly to prodaced by the impreuion created on otherv, this last 
coasidention, and not the actual erimiodity of the oSender» should predo* 
abate in meaeuring out the penalty awarded. It spears to the Oovemor in 
Council that by undergoii^ an impriaonmeDt of twdre monthsi by haamg to 
pay a fine of Re. 3^000 on pab of a further imprisonment for two years» 
and by being obliged to fhmiab security that he will never be guilty of 
•InAmticide, Veerigee will be adequately punished for all the purposea of 
eaampla. 

4» The Chief of Ebareeert, by conniving at the crime of Veerajee, or at 
least by screening him» has lamentably forfeited the character which the dimi- 
nation of the practice of Infanticide under his sway had procured for him^ and 
has#toerved to lose the advantages, both pecuniary and honorary, with which 
Government at your suggestion was prepared to mark its sense of his merits. 
The Governor in Council concurs with yon m thinking that to withhold from 
him these rewards will be felt as a sufficient punishment; and at the same time 
the privation in this case will enhance the value of the similar marks of favour 
bestowed in other instances. 

5» The Governor in Council sanctions the reward of Rs. 800 from the 
Infanticide Fund to the Mehta through whose eaerlions the crime of Veerajee 
was detected. You will, however, infonn this person, that his letter giving 
notice of the Infanticide ought to have been written in his own name. For 
what purpose he gave it the semblance of a communication from the Chief 
of Kbureesra does not appear. It is admitted that he had no authority to use 
that Chiefs name, and he could hardly have supposed that the simulation 
should not bo discovered. But whatever purpose, teroporery or ultimate, he 
intended to answer, by this well-meant fraud, hp rather created than avoided 
difficult by resorting to it,—'thus only furnishing another proof that the 
interests of truth are inseparably blended with those of justice. 

6. As your Iptter shows it to be fully b your recollection that every exer¬ 
tion should be used to protect the witnesses, on whose testimony Veerajee has 
been convicted, from the resentment of that person and of his patron the 
Chief of Kbureesra, I am directed merely to allude to that topic. * 

?• In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council instructs 
me to express the high sense entertained by Government of the aeal, acute¬ 
ness, and success with which both yourself and Captain Lang have followed 
out this pamful and disgusting inquiry, and established the gmlt of the party 
accused. 

8. You will be pleased to report whether or not the fine of Rs. 3,000 is 
realised. 

1 have the bononr to be, fre. ^ 

(Signed) C. Nobbis, 

Chief Secretary. 


Smhoy Coillgp 9tk October 1835. 
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From J* P. WitLoroBBT, "Esq., Politictl Agent h Ket^rwiTi 
To C. NoBBtSf £ftq., Chief Secretary to GoTemment, Bombay. 

Dated R^kot, 16ti September 1636* 

Stn,^I haTe the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Oovemor in Coondl^ another case of In&nticide committed 
in this prorince. * 

2. Haring receired ioformatioo inducing me to beliere that this ease had 
occurred^ I deputed the person who has been entrusted with the Jhtreja cen* 
sue in progress, to make inquiries upoQ the subject 

3. On his arriral, the family who committ^ it (alarmed, as it would ap> 
pear, by the measures adopted in the case of Jhareja Veerajee, reportM in 
my letter of the 10th instant) voluntarily came forward and confessed the 
crime, in the hope that mercy would be eatended to them, but without receir- 
log any promise of pardon. 

4. From the depositions recorded on my proceedings, the Right Honor* 
able the Governor in Council will perceive that the offence was committed 
between fifteen and eighteen months tgo. The father of the* child, a youth of 
weak intellect, does not appear to have been concerned ig the murder, since 
his father, the Jhareja named Bugwanjee, admits that the infant was destroyed 
by his osders. The destruction of the child is further confirmed by the eiv 
dance of the two Jharqas named Deengajee and Sujajee. 

5. Jhareja Bugwanjee is tlie only person I consider deserving of punish¬ 
ment ^ but I think it advisable to recommend that he should be very leniendy 
dealt with,—Isr, because the offence was committed previous to the detection 
of the Rajkot case, and, consequently, before the warning that case afforded 
to the Jhareja community of our fixed determination to suppress the practice 
of Inhnticide; and, 2iuf, in consideration of the delinquent's confession. It 
is true that this confession has originated in alarm for the cposequences, but 
1 do not think it likely that one who has thus acknowledged the offence and 
its titjpitude will again be guilty of it. 

6. The family implicated in this offence are in very impoverished circum¬ 
stances, and quite unable to pay a fine of considerable amount. Having taken 
all the above circumstances into coruideration, 1 beg to suggest that Jharqa 
Bugwanjee be sentenced to pay a fine of Re. 100, or, in default of payment 
thereof, to suffer three months' imprisonment in*the Rajkot gaol; and In 
either case to be required to fiimish security to abstain from the practice 
hereafter. 

I liave the honour to be, Ac« 

(Signed) J. P. WuxotOBSY, 

' Political Agent 


Bqfkotf \bth October 1836. 
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JZffkor, 9lk S^Umlhr 1835.—BiooBihae Gboolam Hahomad^ tba penon 
tppoioted to take the Jhanga ceoaui, euggeated in my report on Inft^dde 
dated the 24th September 1834| wae thie day inatructed to proceed to 
liOdeeka, for the pnrpooe of aacertainmg, if poeaible, whether Jhareja 
Beengajee had put bit daughter to death, a rumour to thU effect having 
reached me. . 

14rA Ssptemhtr 1836.-^The Moonehee returned, and reported that, accord* 
ing to the above order, he proceeded to the village of Mowa; Jhareja Bugwaajee, 
the father of the accuaed, came to him, and add,—“ Suppoae a penon who 
haa committed acme fault proceede to the Agent, acknowledgea it, and asks 
pardon, will aucb be extm^ded T* He replied,—I am not authorised to aoawer 
thii quetiioo, or to give aaaurancee; but Government will be pleaaed 
that you* apeak the truth.” Upon thia, Bugwanjee aasd,—” We have com¬ 
mitted a fault against Government: we will, however, confeaa before the 
Agent, and ask fbrgiveneaa.” I aaked him what offence be alluded to, when 
he aaid,—” About fifteen luontha ago a daughter waa bom in the houae of 
my aoD, which waa deatroyed: you have come on the part of the Agent to 
make inciuiriee; g^and inform him.” 

Q.—Waa Jhareja BugwaOjee aware that auapicion exiated against his son 
before he communicated to you the above particulara 1 * 

A.—I do not know. 

Q.—Did you hold out to him any promise of pardon to induce him to 
confeaa ? 

A.—No, 1 did not; I told him I had no authority to do ao. 

Q.—Who were present when he made the above communication ? 

A.—His son Deengajee,and bU brother Sujajee. 

Q.—Did they take part in the conversation ? 

A.—Both said that what Bugwanjee had stated was true. 

Q.—Did you ascertain how the child was deatroyed, and who was present 
on the occasion ? ^ 

A.-—1 asked this, but Bugwanjee observed,—''Do not make inquiries on 
thia point; it is sufficient that we confess the deed.” 

Sent a horeeman to Mowa to bring the three prisoners above alluded to, to 
Rajkot. 

AepSMi&r.—Jhareja Bugwanjee Vaenajee, aged forty-five, shareholder 
of the village of Mowa, Talooka Lodeeki, deposes as follows. 

When the Moonabee came to Mowa, I aaked whether Government would 
pardon a ffiult (Bhool), if it was acknowledged: be replied he was a servant, 
and could not make any promise. I then referred to the case of Jha^ja 
Veer^ee, of Khureeara; to his fruitleas denial of thw diaige of having 
put his daughter to death, and the punishment inflicted upon him; and 
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stated^ that betog thus warned, I desired to c^ess fruit, after which it 
rested with GoTerament to kill or preserre me. The' Mooushee asked me 
what oRence I had committed, and I told him the daughter of my son Deeo* 
gajee had been destroyedi 

Q.^How long ago did this occur t 
A bout eighteen months ago, 

Q.-^Where were you at the time ? • 

A.—I was at Rajkot, whither I bad gone to purchase grain. 

Q.—‘Who was present ? 

^.^The women were present: the wife of a Sindce, named Natltoo, acted as 
midwife; they have left my village, and I do not know where they have gone to. 

Q.^How was the child destroyed? 

A .—Opium was given to it about three hours after it was bom. 

Q.#-When you confessed to the Moonshee, were you aware that informa¬ 
tion had been obtained of the destruction of Deengajee's child ? 

4 .-N 0 ,1 was not ; I confessed because the frte of Veerajee alarmed me. 
The killing of our daughter, 1 am aware, is a great sin. It shall not occur 
again for the nest seven generations. If my son henceforward has any 
children, they shall be preserved, whether male or female. 

Jhareja Deengajee, ^ed twenty-two, son of the preceding witness, residing 
at Mowa, states as follows 

About fifteen months since, my wife was delivered of a daughter ; my wife, 
Pooteebaee, put it to death ; I do not know in what manner the child wa?i 
destroyed. 

Q.—Dy whose orders was the child destroyed ? 

A.*^l do not know. 

Confronted the father and the son, when the former confesses that tlic iiifrnt 
was destroyed by his orders; and states tliat his son is half-witted, and of 
weak intellect. This certainly appears to be the case. * 

Jhareja Sugajee Wursajee, aged twenty-Bve, shareholder of Mowa, brother 
to the 5rst and uncle to the second witness, states as follows :~ 

Between fifteen and eighteen months ago, Jhareja DeCngajec's wife had a 
daughter, which was destroyed. I will not speak frlacly. 

Q.—Where were you at the Ume? 
was at Mowa. 

Q.*^Who attended Deengajee^s wife ? 

A,—I do pot know. 

Q -—Who told you the infant was destroyed t 

.A.—‘My brother Bugwanjee informed me. i observed |o him it was very 
Wrong ; as long as I live it shall not happen again. 

Q.—What induced you to acknowledge this great sin. 

A.—Vft were afraid that we should lose our (Oecraa) hereditary poasoasionsi 
and hoped for pardon by confessing. 

<4 0 
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<2<^Did the Mooniliee make any promise of pardon to you ? 

be did not; I will not speak &lse before you as Veerajee did. Up 
to the preseot time minute inquiries respecting the killing of Jhareja daughters 
were not made; the destruction of Deeogajee^s child occurred before they 
were institoted: now the custom will be abandoned, on account of the great 
scrutiny that is entered into. 

Permitted Jhareja Deengajee and Sagajee to return to their Tillage, and ad¬ 
mitted Jhareja Bugwanjee to bail, on the responsibility of Jhareja Jessajee, 
Chief of Lodeeka, pending the receipt of the instructions of OoTemment 

(Signed) J. P. Willouorby, 

Political Agent. 


From C. Noibisj Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the PounoAL Aobnt, Kattywar. 

Dated Bomhat/ CastU, 9lk October 1835. 

8 ia,~I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
16th ultimo. No. 220, reporting another case of Female Infanticide, committed 
by the orders of a Jhareja named Bugwanjee. 

2. Painful as it is to receive accounts of the repetition of this execrable 
crime, the Uight Honorable the Governor in Council hails this case as proving, 
even on the solemn depositions of the guilty parties themselves, that the 
meritorious exertions used for the repression of the practice, as exemplified in 
the matter of Veerajee, reported in your letter of the 10th ultimo, are already 
accomplishing the first great object of a vigilant administration of justice, 
namely that of bringing to light concealed delinquency. 

3. The Governor in Council agrees with you, that punishment should be 
awarded to the grandfather Bugwanjee alone, and tliat it should be confined 
to the lenient infliction as recommended by you. 

4. Even the security for future good behaviour wbicb is to be demanded of 
Bugwanjee, on the termination of bis imprisonment, should be regulated as to 
its amount by lus known circumstances, as otherwise he runs the risk of being 
confined for life. 

6 . On this occasion, I am instructed to state, that in receiving as evidence 
the confessions of the guilty parties, the Governor in Council observes that 
the question is always asked whether the confession was elicited by any pro¬ 
mise of pardon. In the present no promise of pardou was given, 
and of course no difficult arose; but even had a promise of pardon or 
of lenity been givip, the Governor in Council is of opinion that the evidence 
should not have been rejected. In the suppoaidon that such a case may occur 
hereafter, the Governor in Council desires me to brir^ the point to your notice. 

6 . It is a highly technical rule which totally excludes confessions so obtain¬ 
ed, and the Govaraor in Council does not wish to see it implicitly adopted 
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in investigations which, wanting many of the facilities of regular courts of 
justice, should not be hampered as a matter of course by all their restrmnta, 

7. The quesiioQ admits of distinctions; but, generally speaking, the Go* 
vemor in Council is of opinion that confessions ol^uin^ by promises of &vour 
should be admitted in evidence; but that unless there be fully sufficient 
evidence to convict the accused without them, the promise should always be 
taken into the account in dealing with the offender after conviction. 

8 . You will be pleased to report whether or not the fine of Rs. 100 
is realised.* 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) C. Noams, 
_ Chief Secretary. 


From J. Ebskinb, Esq., Political Assent in Kattywar, 

To the CitiBF SBcavTABY TO GoTBaaxBNT, Bombay. 

Datfd Rajkotf 30M Jwn$ 1837. 

St a,—I have the honour to subroit my report on Female Infanticide in 
Kattywar for the years 1H35 and 1836. 

2. The report overdue for 1835 was in preparation last September, it hav¬ 
ing been delayed till tliattime in order that 1 might submit to Oovernment 
the result of a more mature and careful cons i deration of the stejM that had. 
already been taken for die purpose of its final extermination than I had It 'u 
my power to offer on my first arrival in this province, as well as propose the 
adoption of such others as circumstances appeared to require, and which 
would, in ray opini<in, most securely conduce to that desirable end, after a 
dispassiiuiate consideration of the general question. Tlio census was not quite 
ready, however, at that time, and my sickness and absence in Bombay have 
IH*cvented me until now, for want of the records aitd other local information, 
from laying before Government the report for the former year. I have, 
therefore, considered it best to incorporate the report for both years into one, 

* Tbe procec^liDfs it |>sgM 480 to 493 havios been reported to the Oonortble tbc Court of 
Bja'Cton, thst Authority in rqdy, under dste the 7th September 1836, obs erv ed u foUovrt 

" We obicrre that two more caws of PemAle InfAotieide have been detected by Mr. Willough¬ 
by. In one case, the offence wae dJecovered by tbe voluntery eonfeteion of the priacipel 
offender, sad tbe puniilimeDt inflicted bie, in coosiderstioa of tiiii cireuDitance, been eligbt \ 
in the other ceae, that of JhArqe V'ecrajee of Kbureein, tbe crime wu proved after s diligent 
inveetigAtinn, and Veerajee vm scnteiKed to twelve montbe’ iDpriMmmeut, ami a flne of 
Ra. .^, 000 , or. in default thereof, afurtber impriwaptent for two yesre . Tbe Chief of Kbureeam 
baviog violated bie engagementt by oot reportiog Teoaiee'e offrace, though fully inforDed 
of it, bna been puniebed by withh^ding the remierioa of tribute to tbe uaoant of Be. l,0n(> 
which you had propoeed to grant, and the preaeat of Re. 100, which you hid prerioualy revolved 
to bc«tuw upon him ae s mark of aatisIsetiOD at the fsvottnble state of Mi Tslooka in regard 
to Infanticide. 

*‘Thote proceedings were pioper,ead we pemeivea the doeoaeots rcMtag to then fvati^* 
ing iudicatioQs of a pmgrewire change ia the moral eeutimeata of the people on this nlveet 
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which f^Q will not interfere with the principie on which i propose to frame 
thii r^it» and which mode wiU, I troet, not be disapproTed of by the Right 
Honorable the Govem<w in Cooncil. 

3. Followingi with, a trifling deviation, the example of my predecessor, in 
his report of the 24th of September 1834,1 shall divide this report into three 
separate heads. Urstp I sWl notice the several ctses of this crime which 
were brooght to *the notice of the Agent daring the years under review, with 
the result of the investigation of each case, and the decision of Government 
thereon; secoad, 1 shall compare the census now completed with the returns 
which Mr. Willoughby obtained from die diflerent Jhareja Chiefs, with the 
view of ascertaining the accuracy of the data on which he founded bis report, 
and then, by a scrutiny of the state of the children bom since the issue of 
Mr. Wilbughby's proclamation, deduce the result of that gentleman's humane 
exertions both towards the object of the preservation of individual infants, and 
the more compfriiensive one of the final abolition of this horrid practice; and 
hitljff I shall offer such suggestions as my judgment dictates, as to the 
further means to be resorted to in order to its Anal extinction, should the pro* 
sent plan, on examination, not appear to be adequate in its object. 

4. The first case since tlie renewal of the vigilance on the part of the 
British Government under the administration of its affairs by my pr^ecessors, 
which was brot^ht in a tangible form before the Political Agent, was that of 
Jhareja Boorajee, the Chief of Ksjkot, a British tributary, and one of tlie 
principal Jhareja Talookdars in the peninsula. After a careful iuvestigatioii, 
conducted by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang conjointly, with as great 
delicacy as the nature of the case admitted of, the crime was clearly substau* 
tiated, by means of the midwife in attendance at the birth of the clitid, the 
slave girls waiting in a menial capacity, and some Brahmins, who were in 
attendance outside to note down the Meta or propitious moment, had a son 
been the offspring. Great reluctance was evident on the pan of the witnesses, 
all being under the influence of the despotic Chief, and great discrepancies 
occurred in iheir evidence. The Chief defended himself by asserting the 
fact of the birth of a female child, but which was not entered,in the census in 
consequence of its having been premature, and that the midwife and the 
persons in attendance could prove tbe truth of his assertions. After more 
minute inquiry, the falsity of the evidence was proved, and, ultimately, one of 
the parties present confessed the murder, and explained the manner in which 
it was committed. Tbe Chiefs conduct on a subsequent intesview strongly 
confinned his guilt, and his Talooka was placed under attacbment until tbe 
pleasure of Government was known. The date of the commission of tlie 
offence was Nov^enber 1833; the report to Oovemmeot was made on the 
12tb April 1836, and the answer dated 2nd June of the same year. By that 
decision, the Chief was fined Rs. 12,000; required to renew bis eng^ments 
against Infrnticide; to furnish the lecurity of two or three of the principal 
Jhareja Chieb; to bind himaelf to report to the Political Agent any instance 
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of reputed birth in hia bmily; to diamisa his evil edviMrs; and^ finally, be was 
informed that a repetition of the offence would subject him to the forfeiture of 
his estate, and to soch other punishment as Government might see fit to 
award. As I consider this to 1^ the case which bears most materially on the ^ 
subject under review, I shall have occasion presently to revert to it The second 
case was that of Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, who was, after a long and patient 
investigation by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang conjointly, convicted of the 
offence, committed in May or June 1836. He was sentenced to twelve months' 
ordinary imprisonment, to pay a fine of Rs. 3,000, or in defeuU thereof to suffer a 
further imprisonment for two years,*and to famish security against a repetition 
of the offence. (Report dated 10th September, and answer, 9dt October 1835). 
The third case was that of Jhareja Deengajee, of Mowa, who was convicted 
of the crime, committed about fifteen months previous to the 16th September 
1835, when the report was signed, and the reply from Government was dated 
9th of October, when his father, Bugwanjee, being the person in feult, was 
fined Rs. 100, or in default thereof to suffer ordinary imprisonment, and to 
furnish security sgainst a repetition of the crime. The fourth case was that of 
Jhareja Kbengaijee, of the Troniba Bhyad, who nominally holds the situation 
of Bargeer or Lieutenant to Soorajee, but is in reality that Chiefs principal 
adviser. Tlie crime was not proved, but Government was pleased to order 
precautionary measures against the offence for the future. I shall have occa* 
aion to take notice of this case before 1 conclude this report. This ViSB 
reported on the 14th December 1836, and replied to on the 18th March 1836 
following. The fifth case was one of a Jhareja called Dajee, of the villaj^e of 
Guddra, who was convicted of the crime, committed in September )6'i3. He 
was ordered to be fined Rs. 100, and to furnish security for the future. This 
was reported 2l8t December 1836, and answered 28th March following. 
The sixth case was that of Jhareja Seesabhoee, of Kotra I^ysjcc, which 
was not proved : security, however, was demanded from ^he chief Orasias 
of Kotra, and from himself, which was furnished. Reported 10th March, 
answered 9tli July 1836. The seventh case was of Jharejas Ubhesing and 
Bugwanjee of Gunode, two of the Gondul Bhyads, which was not proved. The 
report was dated the 29th April, and answered 6th June 1836, when the 
accused were declared not guil^, and ordered to be informed of the same. 
The informer was a discharged servant of the accused. I shall beg to call 
the attention of Government to this case subsequently. The eighth case 
was of Jhareja Bawajee, brother of the Shapoor Chief: it was reported 
on the I2th June, and answered 9th August 1836. The decision of Govern** 
ment was that there were great suspicions, but that nothing was proved, 
and that the principal Grasia of Shapoor was to reii|w his engagement 
for his brother, and the latter to furoish security. A fine of Rs. 60 was ordered 
to be levied from the Shapoor Chief, for not insertiog the birth and death of hia 
niece in the census. Acting upon the orders of Government, which sanctioned 
a severe fine from all those Chiefs who neglected the orders issued in Mr. 
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Willoughby's proclajoation, I recommended Rs. 100 to be levied—'the sum 
likewise suggested by Captain Lang; but Government thought fit to reduce the 
fine to Rs* 60. I beg leave here to bring to the notice of Government that 
OovemmenL lu the reply to my report of this case, appeared to suppose that 
Captain Lang had not reported the case to me in the official form, which that 
asfiiduoua officer duly did* My reasons for not forwarding his letter entire were, 
that the case was so'Clear in itself, and as I concurred in Captain Lang's decision, 
I thought it needless to increase tlie bulk of the report by a repetiUon of Captain 
Lang's sentiments and my own; and second, because, in the concluding 
paragraph of that officer's letter, be suggested a measure which I was not at 
that time prepared to express an opinion upon, which I thought would have 
been expected from me by Oovemmeot had I brought it to their notice at that 
time, but which I intended in my general report to remark upon. This mea¬ 
sure shall be alluded to, with my opinion on the subject, when I proceed to 
discuss the coeicive measures at present in force towards the suppression of 
the crime. 1 mention this circumstance, as 1 should be distressed to think 
that Government fancied that that officer, who has been such a zealous aider 
of the benevolent intentions of Government in this great cause, had so far 
relaxed hie eflbrts as to treat a case which he had investigated in a deaultory 
or superficial manner. The ninth case brought before the Political Agent was 
that of Jhareja Moteebaee, of the Mooleeladeree Talooka. The case against 
him was clearly diMproved, as the accouchement of his wife, which was said to 
have led to tlie commission of the crime, was clearly proved to have produced a 
son, still alive. The informer was a person related to the accused, who, on 
account of disputes, had gone out in Bhnrwuteea against his brethren, and the 
decision of Government was that he should be upbraided for his accusations. 
The tenth and eleventh cases were against the Jharejas of Gutka and Raj* 
poora, which were investigated, but abandoned for want of grounds upon 
which to found ^judicial inquiry, though suspicions were very strong* These 
wet's not reported to Govemnieut Twelftli, Jhareja Hallajce, of Rajkot, inves¬ 
tigated, but abandoned for tbe same reason. The last case in tlie two years 
under review was that against the son of Jhar^aDewajee, of Sujoni)oor,uncle to 
the Chief of Moorvee, which was reported to Government on the 6th of October 
] 636, and answered 16th of May 1637. The birth and death of a daughter wero 
proved; but as six months, tbe lime allotted by the jiroclamation, had not 
elapsed,nothing tangible was produced. Jhareja Dewajee was directed to be 
informed tlmt he might have avoided the calumny by having reported the 
birth and death of his grand-daughter, and this decision was duly com muni* 
cated to him. 

6 . This terminates the list of cases brought to the knowledge of the 
British authorities during the years under consideration ; but, as a scrutiny of 
the census will show, by no means presents an accurate picture of the scene of 
iniquity. 

6 . The first part of the secojKf head of my subject is to compare tlie returns 
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obtained by Mr. Willoughby from the Chiefs themselvee, with the actual 
Surrey now completed (with the exception of the Nowanu^ur Tdooka)« 
and thence to ascertain the correctoesa of the data on which Mr. Willoughby 
founded his observations and proposed his measures. Although the returns 
have been found to be in the case of some Talookas defective, yet it is satif 
factory to know that they were not liable to lead that gentleman into error by 
showing any very widely different state of the population frdm the correct one. 
Excluding children of one year and under, who were born subsequently to the 
date of Mr. Willoughby’s returns, a comparison of the two documents shows 
the following results i— 


Tilooksi. 

Hr. WUIo<igfab7*s 
RolUfM. 

Frcsmt Caasua, exdud* 
lag those of ooe Year 
aad aixtrr. 

Dherol . 

Maks. 

208 

Fenaks. 

84 

Haks. 

196 

Fecoalee. 

80 

Gondul. 

86 

44 

2S9 


Mot>rTce. 

61 

7 

2.>9 

38 

Rajkot. 

16 

3 

21 

5 

Drnpps. 

Vccrj*oof. 

67 

10 

84 

10 

52 

10 

55 

U 

Moolrclsdfree. 

03 

li 

36 

8 

Secsang C handles . 

37 

13 

4% 

15 

Sstodiir Wowrcc. 

3H 

24 

74 

22 

Kotra Nysjn? . 

24 

2 

28 

2 

Kccrsura . 

12 

16 

30 

13 

lUJpoora . 

30 

2 

32 

2 

Jlisllii . 

28 

11 

36 

8 

Mallui. 

16 1 

4 

31 

13 

Ludccks . 

19 

2 

15 

2 

hf<*ngneti . 

6 

0 : 

M 

fi 

PftOJ. 

5 

I 

7 

2 

Bhanrs . 

18 

2 

6 

a 2 

Vccrwa.. 

2 

» • 

2 

• a 

KoUris .. 

3 

1 

.H 

I 

Sliapoor... 

3 

* « 

12 

• • 

'Wudalec. 

8 

1 

8 

1 

^Kotrs Stnganec. 

3 

1 

13 

.H 

KtksUJlec . 

4 

2 

5 

^ 2 

Mows. 

2 

1 

3 

• 1 

Gowreedur . 

5 

» « 

8 

1 

Gatka. 

i 4 

» 4 

4 

2 




From this it will be seen that the most defective returns were from Moorvec 
and Gondul; from the former of which 198 males were left out of the return, 
and 31 females; from (he latter, 203 males and 41 femalfs. In the case of 
Gondu], the defective state of the returns led Mr. Willoughby to think too 
favourably of Gondul; the difference being only but two to one in excess of 
naales, while in reality the disproportion was nearly three and a half to one. 
In the case of Moorvee, the disproportion shown by the first return was 
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gr«tt)y limtlftr to the trntb, m. upwards of eight to one. The return from 
Mooledaderee showed 63 males and 14 females, whereas there are now 
liviiy but 36 males and 8 females. In the Rajkot Talooka only 15 males were 
retumedi whereas there are 21, who must all have been there at that time. 
The returns from Dheroi were, it will be obseired, nearly quite correct 
(although those famished to Mr. Langford in 1829 were evidently false, 
exhibiting 71 feniales, whereas there are only now 88, and no casualties 
meutioned to have occurred), as well as from several of the smaller Talookas; 
and any little difference that may be apparent in them is to be attributed, I 
have no doubt, to the fluctuations in the population, from poor people 
occasionally alterii^ their piece of abode in search of subsistence. In no 
cese, therefore, except in Oondut and Mooleeladeree, do the returns exlubit a 
more favourable state of the population than the actual survey now forwarded 
proves to have been warranted; and in those cases, the state of the disparity 
of the sexes established the &ct of the practice of the crime from the showing 
of the parties themselves. 

7. The second part of this head consists in taking a view of the state of 
Ihe population, as shown in the census to have beeu born from the date of the 
publication of Mr. Willoughby's procbmation, viz. the end of 1834, up to the 
terminatido of the present census, about the middle of 1836. 
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Total number of fmales liring,^ 


Widow. 4 

Married. 70 

Betrothed .. 92 

Unbetrotbed*. 258 


ToW.».. 424 

Cuualtiea alnce Mr. WUloughby^s retemi: 

1 of 22 years of age. 

1 of 16 ditto. 

1 of 9 ditto. 

1 of 6 ditto. 

1 of 6 ditto. 

2 of 3 ditto. 

1 of 2 months old. 

1 of 10 days old* 

9 

It appears, therefore that there are 123 male Jharejas, of the age of one year 
and under, now alire, and 73 females. This must Im admitted to be highly 
satisfactory to the cause of humanity, as proring that, in consequence of the 
measures put in force, 73 female infants have been preserved durinc; the 
eighteen months immediately subsequent to the proclamation, upwards of 40 
of whom would, in the abeence of Mr. Willoughby^s exeirions, have m>»t with 
inevitable destruction. The year before ttie publication of the census has a 
show of 102 males and only 20 females, evidencing that nearly 60 in&ots 
must have been put to death. But to pursue the scrutiny further, and from a 
more narrow inspection of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above, 
with respect to the prospect of the final extinction of the crifne, becomes ap* 
parent, riz. that there is every hope that the two Talookas of Moor fee and 
Drappa have effected an abolition of the atrocious practice in their respective 
limits. There may have been isolated instances of the commission of the crime 
in the Moorvee Talooka, but the mdigent, and it is to be hoped penitent, Grasiaa 
of Drappa, have at last vindimtted their humanity from the bloody srigma. 
The Drappa Talooka shows an eqoali^ of the sexes during the year subse¬ 
quent to the publication of the {m)clamatioii, the numbers being 10 to II, 
although, up to the proclamation, the disparity was 84 to 10. In the 
Moorvee Talooka, during that year, the numbers are 20 and 13 ; whereas 
in that district there were only 38 females in all saved up to the end of 1834. 
The slate of the Oondul Talooka, I r^ret to say, is very melancholy; the 
numbers being 36 to 12 in the year following the procIamatibD. In the smaller 
Talookas, many of which consist of cmly a few honsee of Jharejas, there is 
hardly a female child preserved, Ra}iq>oor being the worst. 

8. This brings me to the tUrd part of my subject, vb. lit, the consideration 
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of the measure# whicl^ have been takeSi and are now in force, toward# the 
extinction of the crime, and the aaccee# which ha# attended them; and, 2Aif, 
what are the further ateps we have it in our power to pursue toward# the 
acconplishment of tiie great end ? 

9. The #y#tem at present in force for the suppression of Infanticide consist# 
of measure# of two distinct naturei,~lff, coercive; and 2iu^ sumptuary. 

] 0. In Mr. Willonghby’s report of the 24th September 1834,4e measure# 
under the first head, which he recommended for adoption, were as follows;— 
A census to be taken of all the Jhareja population, speci^ng the number 
of families in each district, the names, ages, profession, end occupation of each 
member of the tribe, dividii^ the married from the unmarried. The Chief# 
were to be required to afiTord every aid in their power in framing these tables. 
A great advantage Mr. Willoughby anticipated from the deputation of a person 
to frame this census was, the discovery of some cases of Infanticide for investiga** 
tion. Mr. Willoughby considered that it was scarcely necessary to observe 
that one instance of detection, followed by severe punishment, would contri* 
bute more to the extinction of the crime than any otiier measure that could be 
resorted to. The second provision was that every Jhareja Chief should be re¬ 
quired to furnish a half-yearly register of all marriages, betrothals, births, and 
deaths, occurring among his tribe residing in his district,and that if he omitted to 
do so, or furnished a false return, he should be severely fined. Ibese registers 
were to be considered due on the Ist of January and the Ist of July in each 
year; though, Mr. Willoughby observed, that for some time to come complete 
T^;ularity could not be expected, and want of it ought to be treated with some 
degree of indulgence. Mr. Willoughby considered that the person employed 
in taking the general census would be very useful in ensuring regularity in 
framing these returns; but that the great use in requiring them would be 
the constant reminiscence they would give to the Jharejas of their engage¬ 
ments, and of the resolution of the British Government to compel their 
adherence to them. The third provision proposed by Mr. Willoughby, 
though classed under the head of coercive measures, cannot, strictly speakiug, 
be said to belong to it. As, however, it has a close relation to this head, 
I think I ought here to notice it, vis. the duty imposed on the Agent to fur¬ 
nish annually a report on this important subject Mr. Willoughby, with his 
luual candour, observed that this was no new su^estion on his part; for in 
the correspondence on the records of this office he fouud allusion made to 
instructions issued many years ago by the Honorable Court of Directors, that, 
in addition to such intermediate reports as might become necessary, one gene¬ 
ral statement should be submitted at the end of each year, showing how far 
tiie amended system had been acted on and observed; what departures were 
known or suspected to have been made from its rules, and what measures pur¬ 
sued for their enforcement; with an estimate of the number of lives saved. Mr. 
Willoughby went on to observe, that ** these orders, from some cause, appear to 
have bm overlooked or lost sight of; but, as was justly remarked by tlie 
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OoTeroment of ]816, a report of the natare adTer^d to woold convioce the 
Jharqa Chiefs of the contioued anrietj on the part of the British OoTemmexit 
to enforce their engagements, and would lead to a spirit of inquiry conducive to 
the fulfilment of them." In the fourth place, Mr. Willoughby suggested the 
promulgation of a proclamation hy Government throughout the province, 
requiring the Jhareja ChieA to enforce the observance of their Infanticide 
ei^gements within their respective jurisdictions, announcing the determined 
resolution of Government to suppress the crime; and noticing, either in terms 
of approbation or of condemnation, those Chiefs who, by the present census 
(that obtained by Mr. Willoughby), were proved to have either adhered to or 
departed from their eng^ements. Mr. Willoughby submitted a draft of the 
proclamation, which he thought might advantageously be published; to which 
he proposed to annex a copy of the renewed engagements of 1812, by the Jam 
of Nowanuggur, for the abolition of the crime. He requeeted that 700 copies 
of this proclamation should, if approved of by Government, be forwarded to 
him, for distribution throughout the province. There was one part of the pro¬ 
clamation which Mr. Willoughby proposed to be published, which seemed to 
him to require particular notice, via. the promise it held out to informers. 
That gentlemen remarked, that almost all hia predecessors had suggested a 
similar measure, but that it had never been acted upon. Major Carnae, in 
particular, pressed it upon the attention of Government, and proposed a scale 
of rewards to informers, as well aa a scale for fines to be imposed in cases of 
conviction. Mr. Willoughby adopted no scale, but merely intimated gei/erally 
that mformera would be recompensed in proportion to the rank of the |>erson 
convicted; and that, with a view of deterring persons from bringing false 
accueatioDB, such recompense would only be paid in cases where conviction 
ensued. Mr. Willoughby judiciously remarked, that*diough he f und himself 
called upon to recommend the system of informers in so sacred a cause as 
that of the aboliUon of this inhuman custom, still that information so obtained 
would always be liable to suspicion, because, most probably, it would origi¬ 
nate either in enmity or avarice. This, however, did not appear to Mr. 
Willoughby a sufficient reason why testimony so encouraged should be wholly 
rejected, although great caution and discretion would obviously be requisite 
in making use of it Mr. Willoughby proceeded to state that, under the 
system lately introduced into the province for the trial of offenders, the chances 
of any evils resulring from the adoption of such a measure would be greatly 
diminished, for he would propose that all persons accused of the commission 
of In^tioide should be tried before the High Court of Criminal Justice for 
Kattywar, with the exception of persons whose rank was such as to render 
it expedient that they should be d^t with according to the special instructions 
of Government The Political Agent (Mr. Willoughby proposed) was to 
institute preliminary inquiries, and commit for trial; and the ultimate publicity 
of the proceedings would, under all circumstances, whether of acquittal or con* 
vie lion, produce a most salutary effect tbrou^out the country. Mr. Willoughby 
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pmctfNirrf to remark that the communi^ in general certainly r^arded In&n- 
ticide ai a crime of theMeepeet dye ; bat the experience of tirmity^fire yeare 
had amply proved that, if sot atimslated in eome mode to exertion, no one waa 
likely to incur the obloquy, reproach, and enmity, ueoally encountered by 
infermera and aceuaera. He obaerred that onleaa, ^erefore, thia feeling could 
be overcome, we could never hope to aee conviction follow one of a thouaand 
inatanoea of the perpetration of the crime. How,’' proceeda Hr. Willoughby, 
b the fact to tranapire, except upon the information of aome tma preaent 
when the infimt waa bom, or even of aome one engaged in the ne&rioua 
proceeding T From the aeereey with which the crime wu perpetrated, and 
the cooaeqoeot difficulty of diacovery, the penal part of Colonel Walker*! aet- 
tlementa hu remained entirely a dead letter, and wiU ever continue ao, onleaa 
peraona can he induced to denoance thoae who commit the crime.” Mr. 
Willoughby therefore thought that Government abould recc^ite the principle 
which be advocated, as in the attainment of an object of aucb magnitude 
we should not he particular in our inquiries respecting the motives of the agent 
through whose informatioD a cate of Infiuticide is deariy aatahliabed against 
any one. On receipt of the lithographed proclamation, a copy waa recom* 
mended by Mr. Willoughby to be sent to each tributary, with an admonitory 
letter, to aid either directly or indirectly in putting down the enormity. There 
waa also another part of the proclamation which Mr. Willoughby recommended 
for publication, which he thought ought to be allnded to by him in hit report 
to Government. In noticing the diatricta where, from the great disproportion 
of the eexea, it waa manifeat that the crime atUl prevailed, it waa intimated in 
general terms that abould this great diapari^ coutinue to be shown in future 
retuma, the British Oovemmeot would feel ^und to take into consideration 
whether any relations could be maintained with those who proved themselves 
so utterly r^rdleea of the drst duties of mankind. Mr. Willoughby stated that 
he had endeavou^ so to word the proclamation aa not to alarm the Chiefe 
generally respecting their estates; but at the same time to convey an intima* 
ttou to the Jhareja Chieft that the compact between them and Government 
waa composed of mutual obligations, and that if they did not perform their 
part of the same, it was rendered null mod void. No one (proceeded Mr. 
Willoughby to state) could be a stronger advocate than he was, that existing 
reladona with the Chiefe should be maintained; that we should be content 
with the tribute paid to former Oorerameuta, and allow them to enjoy their 
hereditary eatatee and privil^ea without molestation. Should, however, 
it be estabiished, by the certain though presumptive evidence to be obtained 
from returns of the nature now traDsmitted, that the crime of Infenticide still 
prevailed in any particular district, Hr. Willoughby thought that, after the 
warning contained h the proposed proclamaUon, the Chief of that district 
should be severely fined ; and that, if that did not produce attmitioQ on his 
part to his engagements to sup p r es s the crime, an examine ought to be made, 
and that he abould be deprived of the aoverrignty of his district Mr. 
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Willoughby obserred thtt the cue ought to be Tery gluing where itich 
in extreme meuure ought to be hid recoune tOt*iDd only when ell the 
eflforts directed to the iccompIUhmeot of the object in view hid been tried 
ind Ailed. Hie next meieurt proposed by Mr. Willoughby under the 
held of coercive meisures wis, thit every Rigpoot Chief in Kittywir 
should^ in i ctrculu letter fn>m the Political Agent, be enjoined, and be 
requested to enjoin all Rajpoots subject to his authorityr to make it astipo* 
lation in every marriage contract of their daughters with a Jbareja, that the 
issue of thdr union should be preserved. In the 58th paragraph of Colonel 
Walker's report on Infanticide, dated March 1808, be idluded to the apatliy 
with which the abominable practice has always been regarded by the rest of 
of the Rqjpoot community; although, as that able and enlightened man 
remarked, the other Rajpoot tribes possessed a simple end eflectual remedy, 
by refusing to alliance their daughters to the Jbareju unless on the condition 
of rearing their daughters.*' They in fact countenanced it by such alliances, by 
permitting their daughters to become the instrumenU of murdering their own 
offspring; and are stated to hare viewed the f^ctice with less abhorrence, 
from the increased facility it afforded of marrying their daughters—that first of 
duties of the Hindoo parent. Mr. Willoughby went on to state that his 
suggestion was founded on the above remark. He did not think that the 
circular would be generally attended to; but if tan^nay even one victim were 
saved, the object in view would not be entirely lost At all events, ihe issue 
of such a circular would afford another striking proof of the intense a).xiety 
felt by Government completely to suppress Inlanticide ; and this alMie, Mr. 
Willoughby's opinion, rendered it expedient Ceptain Lang, on the occasion 
of a Chief having neglected to ester the birth of a female infant in the census, 
and to report her death, which he declared was a natural one, suggested that 
the coercive measures in force were even to be increased in rigour, vti. to 
compel every Jhareja, on occasions of premature births, an^consequent death 
of the inAnt, to show the corpse, whether male or ftmale, to the Patel of the 
village, or, in villages under attachment, to the Government M^ta. Ceptaio 
Lang observed that there could be no doubt that this would be looked upon 
as a great hardship by the Jharejas, bnt he conridered it a neceesary evU« 
It will be seen, from subsequent observirions on the coerdre measures now in 
force, that I never could consdentioasly recommend the adoption of such 
a step. 

11* The sumptuary measures reeommmuled by Mr. Willoughby to Govern^ 
Bsenton frus uspoctent snlgect wwe Mlbttows>« 

Marks of ^iprobarion to be extended to the chief and inferior members of 
Jhan^ tribe, who have adhered to their ei^igeaent to preserve thdr 
female issue. The detail of such was as fdlows.*** * 
die Chief of Keeinra, a reimesion from dm 
amount of his amnal tribnte of 10 sanas, or> ♦ • > ♦ >Bs. 1,000 0 0 

2nd*—To ditto, a present of doths of the value of •«• * • • ^ ^ 
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8 f^.—To the CbiefofMengnee, A raouMion from his aanual 

tribote of 4 anima, or.. • • R 0 . Q2l 0 0 

4 ^.—To tbo Chiefr of Satodor Wowree, remiMions from 


tbeir annual tribute of 4 annaa, or • • ..* •. • 396 32 0 

&il.^To the two Jharejaa who have preaerved four 

daughters^ a preaeot to each of dotha, or in money of 300 0 0 

6 ^«~To tboae who have iveaerred three daughtera, a 

preaent of ditto, or in money each 160 0 0 

To thoae who hare preaerred two daughtera, a 

present, yarying according to the circumatancea of 

each, from Ra. 26 to . 60 0 0 


Mr. Willoughby conaidered it fortunate that the Chiefr of Keeaura and 
Mengnee had petitioned for a remiaaion from their tribute for the peat year, on 
account of the failure of the monaoon, but which, after inquiry into their 
reaourcee, he declined to grant ** There will, therefore/ Mr. Willoughby 
add a, be no miataking the real cauae why aucb an indulgence ia now extend¬ 
ed to them. I abould not however, conceive it deairable that the whole of 
the above remiaaion ahould be paid direct to the Chiefr. They are undoubt¬ 
edly entitled to the greater there; but the inferior Jharejaa living under their 
authority, who have preaerved a daughter, are entitled to a part I ahall 
therefore require from the Chiefr a statement of the amount of revenue paid 
last year to them by each of the inferior Jharejaa, and pay to the latter a cor¬ 
respond ing portion of the remiaaiona, ahould Government sanction them/* 
Mr. Willoughby proceeded to state, that in the original draft of his report he 
had suggested ** that a present should be made to the Jam of Nowanuggur on 
this occasion. The return from hia diatricta showed 613 males and 380 
females, i^ich proved that Colonel Walker’s arrangements had taken root in 
them to a very conaiderable and gratifying extent.*’ On this account, and be¬ 
cause he conceive^ it would be politic to conciliate this Chief, as the acknow¬ 
ledged head of the Jhareja trihe in Kattywar, and to induce him cheerfully to 
co-operate in carrying into effect the bomaoe efforts of Government, be thought 
that such a diatmctive mark of approbation might conduce to success. Mr. 
Willoughby aaya,—The Jam, however, has not himself preaerved a daughter, 
and, during Major Bamewall’a agency, be was strongly suspected (although he 
denied the charge) of having committed Infanticide. It has, moreover, been 
au^eated to me by my Assistant, Captain Lang, whose interest in the success 
of the measures fbr the suppression of the crime is as great is Oovemment 
could desire, that such a present might induce the Jam and the other Jhare}a 
Chiefr of rank to believe that the crime of In&nUcide, as far as they were 
concerned, would not be very narrowly inquired into, provided they could 
•how that a considerable number of females are preserved within their 
respective districts. I rhmk that considerable weight attaches to this 
remark, and shall therefore merely at present suggest, that when the 
proclaaaation is transmitted to the Jam, the satUfiietion of Government 







507 


THE PROVINC]| OF CC2SFAT. 

be cofiTeyed to him tt the progress made in his dietriets in suppress* 
tng Infanticide^ accompanied by urgent exhortations that he will adopt 
the strictest measures to ensure its complete extinction/* Hr. Willoughby 
concludes his report by stating,Such are the measures which, after a long 
and deep meditation on the snbyect, I have presumed to propose for the cod* 
sideration of Oovemment; and I beg to stste that they are considered by 
Natives of this province, competent to form a correct judgment, calculated to 
give increased efficiency to the measures adopted by Colonel Walker for the 
suppression of this terriUe crime. It is scarcely necessary, I hope, to state 
that I feel as every roan, and more particularly every Christian should, most 
deeply interested in its complete abolition, or that I will strenuously exert my* 
self to secure success to whatever subsidiary measures may be directed to 
compel obedience on the part of the Jharejas to their engagements. Botli 
Captain Lang and myself embrace every opportunity of speaking upon the 
subject with the detestation it •merits, and of stimulating the tribes among 
which the custom prevails to abandon it, and thereby restore themselves to 
that scale among human beings which they have forfeited from its prevalence 
among them. By increasing endeavours to expose the enormity of the ofience, 
and to show tliat it is at direct variance with the precepts inculcated by the 
religion of those who perpetrate it; by extending iavour to those who renounce 
the practice ; by promulgating the fixed resolution of Government to punish 
with the utmost severity those who still adhere to it, and from the success, 
partial as 1 fear it must be regarded, which has attended our eflbrta for i s dis* 
continuance, 1 am sanguine that through the Divine blessing complete success 
may be ultimately attained.'* In noticing this head, I ought to mention that 
Mr. Willoughby, towards the conclusion of his report, made the following 
remarks:—*' In the 4th paragraph of my letter of the 24th of A\>ni 1833, 1 
expressed an intention to propose a scale of distribution of the Fund among 
those who bad preserved their daughters, or whose poverty and otlier circum¬ 
stances might render them deserving of favour or pecuniary aid from Oovem- 
raent. The results of the present census, however, induced me to abandon 
this intention, because they lead me to anticipate many applications for assist¬ 
ance, towards defraying the expense of marriages, for which we should not 
be prepared. It is a creditable feeling among the Jharejas, and one which 
should be kept alive as much as possible, that it is not laudable to apply to 
Government for pecuniary assistance, and during 1833*34 only three applica* 
tions were received. In two of these eases, a donation of Rs. 400 was granted, 
and in the third Rs. 200. I have no doubt that these grants will encourage 
other applicants to come forward; and as, of the namlMr' of female Jharejas 
now alive, so majiy as 463 are oumarried, I do not think that the Fund should 
be trenched upon at present to a greater extent than is peofisary to carry into 
effect the recommendations made in the 22nd paragr^b of my report.'* 

12. Such were the measures recommended by Hr. Willoughby on this great 
subject. In the letter in reply to Mr. Willoughby's report, Goveroment cam 
6$q 
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to tbe foUowiog decision, the Right Hononble the GoTemor id 

Council egreed with Mit Wilionghbjr, with the following ezceptionc 
<< ]f/,^The degree of crimuiility ettechii^to Inlhotacide compered with 
other crimef, me Ukeo from the Sheetere, mey, withont disadrentagep be 
omitted in a proclamation by the Brituh GoTemment 

'' 2ad.~HiiLoi‘dflhtp in Cooncil prefere, upon the wholes that tbe denounce* 
ment of puntehmentp towarde the concluaion of the proclamation^ against 
thoee who contimie to commit the crime, ahall be geoeral, rather than that it 
should be apecifted that the offender should be trM by tbe Kaitywar H%h 
Court of Judicature, or otherwiee dealt with/’ 

The letter proceeds to add,-**’ The following, therefore, iethe system which 
ie approved by tbe Right Honorable the Governor in Council with regard to 
cuea of Infauticide. Tbe Political Agent will inatitute a preliminary inveati* 
gation, and, if persuaded of the guilt of the party, will make a report to 
Government, and auggeat in each caae the coune to be pursued with reference 
to the actual circumatancea, tbe rank of tbe offender, and other cossideimtiona 
of importance, whether that the guilty party should be at once punished by 
Ane or in any other way, or whether the case should be tried by the High 
Court of Criminal Judicature for Kattywar/' Tbe Right Honorable the Go* 
vemor in Council also concurred in the sumptuary measures recommended by 
Mr. Willoughby, as well as of the eommunicatioD of the eulogium to the Jam of 
Nowanuggur. The above, therefore, is the subatance of the measures at pre* 
sent in force in the provbice for the abolition of Infooticide. 

13. The most able men who have entered upon this subject have 
acknowledged it to he beset with as great difficulties as any that ever came 
before the mind of man; than which nothing can be a better proof than that 
several distinguished servants of Government have, after much attention to it, 
at last abandoned it in despair. 1 append to this report an extract of a letter 
(Api^ndix A) which Colonel Pottinger, Reaideut in Kutch, was good enough 
to forward on this subject, in reply to an application on my part to that officer 
for information on the question, as direct^ by Government in their letter of 
the 22Dd November 1834. Although there are sereral points on which I 
cannot coincide with Colonel Pottinger, yet there are many circumstances in 
lus letter which may have the effect of throwing useful light on this important 
question. Considering the difficulties which ha?e appeared to threaten for abler 
and more experienced men than myself, i trust 1 may be favoured with the in- 
dulgeoce of ^e Right Honorable tbe Governor in Council when 1 submit, with 
the greatest humility, my opinion that the measures hitherto adopted have been 
in tome respects defective and insufficieiit towards tbe final extinction of tbe 
jwactice, and are not likely, if pursued, to be productive of effectual success, 
unless under certain modiflcatiooi, which 1 shall take the liberty to suQ;est. 
I feel ctmfideot that Oovemment will do me the jqstiee to balieve that in 
anything I may advance ! am for from being led by a spirit of detraction from 
the ability and merils of the distinguished men who have preceded me,— 
whose hufnanity urged them on in diis great cause, aod the great advan* 



TBB PROVIKCB OF OUZEBAT. 


509 


tiges of wboM pre-eminent examine have principally enabled me, however 
willing, to eubmtt the following obserrationa to the Iriedom of Goremment; 
for I ecarcely afaould, without them, hare had the preaumption, conaideriog 
my own exporieace, to offer an opinion on auch an intricate and monen^ua 
subject 

14. Upon matnre reffection, and eamett conaideration of the measure# 
that have hitherto been adopted by the British Government for the supprei- 
eion of thie crime, it appears to me ttiat they have been too partial and 
superficial, and not of that comprehensive and radical nature which is 
requisite in overturning a long-established custom among a depraved and bar¬ 
barous race. The attention of the officers who have devoted their exertions 
to this subject appears to me to have been directed towards the preservation 
of individual female children, under the impression that that circumstance 
would of itself lead to the final eradication of the pracrice. It is of itself, no 
doubt, a most humane and laudable object, abstractedly considered; but it does 
not follow that it should certainly involve the extinction of the crime. More 
than thi 0 ,*«it may not only not be a step towards the final suppression, but 
it may positively operate as a barrier, witliout collateral and subsidiary mea¬ 
sures. Did wa observe, on inquiry, a greater number of female infants pre¬ 
served year after year among the Jbareja population, witliout any efforls of 
Government being directed to effect the object, we might then naturally argue 
that the practice was on the decline; but when we see by the census that in 
oil Talookas but one or two there is presumptive evidence ofi tl'.e crime 
still being committed, in spite of the earnest exertions of Government, we 
shall be forced to suppose that a few children have been preserved here and 
there, partly through fear of punishment, and partly to deceive Government, 
in the hope tliat afler a time it wili relax in its efforts for its abolition. Even 
the foresight of Colonel Walker himself did not seem to contemplate what an 
enormous revolution the abolition of the practice would cr^te in the Rajpoot 
community, and that, there fore, what serious obstacles would inevitably present 
themselves to the endeavour to effect this object lie thus did not attach 
efficient weight to measures of the description to which I refer, vis. of a radi¬ 
cal nature. Colonel Walker remarked that even a temporary disuse of Infan¬ 
ticide would assist towards its entire abolition, by alio wing nature and feeling 
to recover their ascendancy. This would undoubtedly apply to its disuse for 
a whole generation, and might even do so for a shorter period; but its disuse 
for a few years, with the circumstances concurring to induce to a return of the 
custom still in existence, and probably existing with increased action, would, 
1 fear, never lead to the desired end. What t allude to is the difficulty of 
poor Jharejas^the bulk of the tribe^in marrying their daughters on the pre¬ 
sent expensive and niiaous terms, which must be removM before soccess can 
be attained. As this subject will, however, come under review presently, 
when I allude to the snmptnary meainres hitherto adopted, and* the altmtion 
1 would take the lib^ty of suggeetmg to be made in them, I shall proceed 
with the sulgeet according to my pyo p oeed plan. 
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15* The defect# which, m mj judgment, exist in the coercive measnres 
now in force are,— ‘ 

IsT*—The Mudden ood unexpected strictnew of the British Goverzuiieot in 
1834 and 1836, after so many years of apparent apathy. There is no doubt 
that Colonel Walker did his utmost on all occasions to impress the Jharejas 
with the atrocity of the crime, and to incite them to a rirtuoos course; the 
result of which undoubtedly was that many Jhar^as preserved some of their 
female oifopring, as the census testifies; but since that time no strict vigilance 
had been enjoined by Government, or pursued by the local Agent, and the 
consequence was the relapse into the original custom of the tribe. The truth 
of this is clearly shown by the census : after an apathy, or nearly amount¬ 
ing to it, of upwards of twenty years, tlie conviction and punishment of 
Jharqa Soorajee, Chief of Kajkot, struck the whole population of the province 
who witnessed it as a harsh and unjnst act of authority. Such an idea could 
only have originated in a people similar to those of this province, with no 
innate disposition to fulfil their relations to Ood and man, but who merely do 
•o as they are coerced. 8tiU, however, among such a barbarous community, 
it is not to be wondered at that they should have looked upon such coercion, 
after such a period of repose, with anger, and a feeling that injustiee had been 
committed towards the sufferers. They, I humbly submit, as uneducated and 
rode barbarrans, are entitled to some indulgence on this head. 1'he senti- 
menu of the most intelligent of the Rajpoot community in this province, few as 
such are, are in favour of this view of the subject. However unfortunate such 
a state of feeling may be, it is my duty to inform Government of the fact of 
its existence. On the late occasion of the notorious robber and outlaw Champ- 
nj Wall being tried, and bis challenging the Jbareja assessors on account of 
their professed system of murder, I had an interesting and very warm discus- 
simiwitb two of the assessors, viz. Jhareja Dewajee, uncle of the Chief of 
Moorvee, and Jhglla Kullajee, Chief of Leea, uncle to the Chief of Hajkot 
When they expressed their surprise and anger at Champraj Wala*B objection, I 
produced the census, and showed Dewajee that iu his own district of Sejonpoor 
not a single foniale child existed under twenty-five years. I remarked, with 
tome aurprise, that KuUajee, a Jhalta, was, if possible, a stroller and more 
energetic advocate for the Jharejas than eveo Dewajee, with all his acuteness 
(for he is justly celebrated for it, whatever may be his deficiency in better 
quilitiss), professed to be. They both complained bitterly of Soorajee's ease ; 
they said bis case was a warning to all Rajpooto bow to confide iu the British 
Government i that Soorajee’s father, Dadajee, bad, after the refusal of the Jam 
and Uw Thakoor of Moorvee to permit a British cantonment to be esttbllsbed 
ia thmr territories, ^reed to the British force being settled at Rajkot, and 
that since that he hdd been persecuted by the Brittah (jovemment; HmX the 
case of toftmticide havii^ been proved against him was owii^ to the very 
dseuastMoe which they were altudiag to, vis. the vicinity of the bead of the 
British powe r , nod the facility, iu consequance, of proeuring evidence cgaBst 
him; and ftosUy, that it was extreuMly unjust to puiusb those who were led to 
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believe that tbeir offence* were not coiuidered ofe eerious neiurey et heinous 
offenders. I need notrecapitalate theobserrAtiooB I ni^de ase of in reAitation 
of these A^ments; bat I must Add, that I tm quite certain tbit they did not 
convince the disputants. It would be eitremely culpable in me to conceal 
the &ct that Soorajee is considered all over the prorince^ I nean among 
Rajpoots, AS a martyr. Let any person inspect the census, and it will be ap« 
parent that the crime was almost universally practised in ev^ry Jhareja iamily, 
great or small, without the aliglitest compunction, and without the moat diatant 
approach to inquiry on the part of the British authoridei, up to the period of 
Mr. Willoughby*s agency. God forbid that 1 should impute any evil motives 
to any of the officers who preceded Mr. Willoughby in tlie administration 
of the political relations in this province between the British Go* 
vernraent and the tributaries, but the fact is indubitable as I relate it: 
it is impossible to fathom the thoughts of man; and it is perfectly 
possible, and, I should say, from a personal acquaintance with Colonel 
Bamewall and Mr. Blane, more than probable, tliat it was tlie honest opinion 
of those two able servants of Government that it was not a safe subject to 
investigate and legislate upon; which opinion I know to be shared by many 
other able servants of Government. Besides, the almost total silence of the 
Government on this question might have led those servants to direct their 
attention, in preference, to subjects which were constantly pressed on their 
attention, and the neglect of which would have subjected them to reprehension 
by superior authority. When we consider tlie great objections Shut were 
made on the part of some of the most able officers of the Honorable Coinpauy^s 
service to the introduction of summary steps towards tlie suppression of the 
very prevalent rite of Suttee for many years, on the score of danger, by inter- 
ference with the superetiliouB prejudices of the Hindoo population, we cannot 
in justice find great fault with the predecessors of Mr. Willoughby, more espe- 
ciaJly as their exertions were not called upon by the Ggveromeot, their 
superior. Mr. Elphinstone, no doubt, kept tlie great object of the abolition of 
the crime constantly in view ; but himself not being in the country where the 
horrid atrocity was committed, he could not apply his eneigy, philanthropy, 
and other eminent qualities towards the details necessary to the suppression of 
the nnnatnral practice. It is much to be regreUed that his parental care of the 
whole of the Natives subject to his control did not induce him to extend the 
system of education, which be so beneficially constituted in Bombay and the 
Deccan, to this province, which would at least have laid the foundation of a 
wholesome and beneficial feeling throughout the body of the people, and which, 
if it does not succeed in entirely eradicating crime, would have taken e long 
stride towards that desirable object, by suppressing all that class of vices 
which spring from unreclaimed ignorance. The only notic^taken of this prac¬ 
tice in the province rince the daya of Major Caroac and up to the time of Mr. 
Willoughby waa extremely deaoltoiy. Mr. Blane, in 1829, got some returns of 
the Jhi^a population from the Cbieft themselves (a dsseription of document, 
without coUat^ testimony, quite useless to a^ vpoo), and he forwarded them 



512 


SUPPRBttlOir OP tNPAimClOE iv 


wkh ft letter from bis AssteUat (Mr. Lengferd) to Oofmmment, mm\y 
tnentioning the tect of Mr. Lftngford'e hftrtog obUmed tbem^ uid recommeDd^ 
ing Ooremment to iftnctiOQ preeenti to be gireo to the Dholen Chief. Theie 
returns were compered with some tbit hed been obtained in 1824, end from 
tbftt comparison a terounble result was deduced: they were quite erroneous, 
however, and most undeservmg persona have been honorably distingnished, 
thereby defeating the cauae or humanity in a glariog manner. Mr. Langford 
aent in a register (obtained from the Chief himself) of the number of fltmilies in 
his Talooka t the number amounted to 71 in 1829, whereas there were only 46 
alive at the Ume in the district, calculating deaths, emigrations, Ice. 1 have said 
so much in exculpation of the predecessors of Mr. Willoughby, and in favour 
of the arguments of ray Kajpoot friends, when they complained of being taken 
by surprise by the measures adopted by Ooveroment under Mr. Willoughby's 
administration: it is poMible that I might have got the better of them in an 
arena of philosophical diaputants, but I never could have the disposition to 
apply auch a test to people of their calibre, wbo would rather have been 
astounded than convinced by ailment 
Ssd.^Tbe system of informers is one which I consider both destructive of the 
social system and embarrassing to Ooveroment: it involves a bad principle, as 
well as dangerous consequences; it encourages enmity and the gratification of 
evil feeling, destructive of a peaceable and social system, and creates a great 
risk of confounding the innocent with the guilty. I have already brought to 
the notice of Government that the evil disposition of an informer can be easily 
gratified by the mere investigation of a case of suspected Infanticide: he knows, 
by the Government intimation, that any case brought before the Agent will be 
investigated and rigorously scrutinized even if be does not succeed in estab- 
lishii^ the case, he has gratified his revenge, by the destruction of the honour 
(Laj) of his enemy whom he has accused. The Rajpoots are people of notorious 
pride of birth, although, when their history is known, their right to usertsucb, 
even were the feeling a worthy one, can hardly be established: it ia natural, 
therefore, to imagine that they would not willingly submit to inveatigations 
which compromised their honour, or that of their house. How would any gen¬ 
tleman in England brook the inquiry as to how many times his wife has been 
ertestnte; how the delivery took place ; what occurred after the confinement; 
with all the minute circumstances attendant on such sacredly secret subjects ? 
The investigations which I pursued on my arrival in Kattywar 1 confess filled 
me with surprise, and very nearly with horror, and I consider it impossible 
but that their effect was to alienate the people from our Government 

The neat great defect in the system of iuformers is, that in our defective 
systeA of jurisdictiem (in fact almost inooiaprebensibie, for the Oovmment 
has decided that 4e have but a concurrent jurisdiction), it is quite impossible 
that we can protect the informers and witnesses from the vec^etnee of the 
deliuquoiti. Tbe death of three out of the five witaeseee in the Rajkot case 
is a melancholy illustration of this, although they were all in excellent health, 
and of middle age. Tbe general imprestioa in tbe country is that they have 



THB PBOTtKCE OF GUZEUT. 


513 


been murdered; nod there i$ nothing which can eatiafiictorily dieprove such a 
8 uppoftiU<Hi» while the known coeton of the country^ %Qd the bad character 
and almoat irreeponeible power of the Chief, render auch a reeult moat pro* 
babie.* Jndooram, the informer in thia caae, has been ejected from bia houaejn 
Rajkot by the Chief, tod the wife of one of the Agency eatabliahiDeDt treated 
in the same way, for aaairtiog in the conviction. Theae laat caaea the BritMi 
Government can partially remedy, in cooaequence of the viainity of the Britiah 
power; but it would be impoaaible to watch over the conduct of the Chieft at 
a distance, timilarly diapoaed, to prevent retaliation. The case of Nc^ojee 
of Qunode ia another strong eaample of the evil of encouraging a ay stem of 
informers,~ I mean, to prevent being misunderstood, a system of informers when 
the common voice of the community is not in accordance with the law. Thia 
family was supposed to have renounced the crime, having preserved two 
daughters; but, on the information of a sepoy discharged for misconduct, a case 
was reported to Captain Lang by the Moonabee, and the usual strict and aearch* 
ing inquiries resort^ to. The result was acquittal; and, in my letter report¬ 
ing the case, I deprecated the frequent resort to inquiries, as tending to irritate, 
and recommended great attention on the part of the Moonsbee to evidence. 
This was replied to by Ooveroment, by saying that it was not the Moonshee'a 
but the Agent's province to attend to evidence, and that nothing but the in* 
vestigation of every case which came before the Agent could be expected to 
eradicate the crime. My letter was loosely worded, and did not accurataiy 
convey the sense I intended; but what 1 have here said will explain th^ senti¬ 
ments I intended to convey. The Hoonshee knew he got his informatioD from 
a discharged sepoy, and ought distinctly to have informed Mr. Lsuig of the 
circumstance, to have put that officer on his guard in the investigation of the 
accusation. I request the earnest attention of Government to this important 
branch of the subject, namely the violation of the lares and penates of the 
Rajpoot community, because such a system does not confine itself to the 
Jbarejas alone, as it is a principle which will reader every Rajpoot family 
miserable, and which the British Government can only expect to continue by 
phyrical power. I fear much sympathy or respect cannot be expected by 
Government, if such measures are pursued. Another case of folse accusa¬ 
tion was brought to the notice of Government in the letter of the 2nd Sep¬ 
tember last, where it was distinctly proved that the crime bad not been 
committed on the occasion stated, the fruit of the birth having been a boy, still 
^ve. The calumniator was ordered to be upbraided; but no compensation 

* Jbsrri* Moiiss, of Oowreodor, ooo of tba Rajkot Bbyod, who wm ths first sod pried- 
pal i mfe rmer in door^cs'i case, died nddeoly dwtlj aflcr the eoeviesin of 6oorwrv» oDder 
eireaBftBBoss of port nwadoe, whkk Ootmaeat itMlf observed ia the letter of Zad foaa 
IBM. It was the jiawri belief i& R^kot at ^ tiaM that he wss poMoaad bj Doibar, 
aid mbrngnatly smeaiber of Mkical Agset’s ietiblish»mt, havtag goee to Guiiiuifim 
oa a ihoodng aaiuiduu, was iafsrsiii by SHpSf efte dnaMd (bst there me as ds a b i 
bat the! be had beam killad by sid ef poisoa, t bi oagb ths asaes of Soor^’i wod tw , 
who is a deprsved sad creel wowaa. 
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eodd be afforded to the Tictimi for the iotnuioo on the aihin of their house* 
hold» which in ell eaate^n countriee are eonaidered mviolabie, aiHl are not made 
tile subject of convereation even among the most intimate and near coanezi<H)e« 
Nothing can tend to greater mischief to the great cause than a case of this 
deseriptioQi which irritates the feelings of a whole family, and alienates their 
disposition from the Goremment which dispenses the law, and which can nerer 
be respected where it is not esteemed. Did there exist a great feeling of exe* 
cration against the practice, and meu could be induced to come forward from 
firtuous motives, there might be advantage gained fay allowing (he system; 
but where none but eviMisposed persons can be expected to inform, and that 
for the worst of motiret, private revenge,-^! fear a beneficial result cannot be 
expected, either as to geoeral morals, or to the suppression of the individual 
crime. The denunciation of the crime by the British Government is not of 
itself sufficient to create a general disapprobation of it The Rajpoot com* 
munity, JUallas, Jetwas, Gobels, Wsghelas, and Pirmars, all tacitly approve 
of the system, by giving their daughters and sisters to men who are predeter* 
mined to make them (he tigresses of their own offspring. Public informers 
and spies neither could bd of any lasting advantage in detecting nor checking 
the crime. In 1812, Wittulrao Dewsjce, when Sirsooba of Amrelee, estab* 
lished Mehtas in the Jhareja towns, to take notes of the births and destruction 
of female infants; but this totally fulti. The Mehtas were lobked upon with 
indignation, and were finally unable to obtain the slightest information, either 
from the Jharejas or thereat of the community; which ended in their removal. 
In Kutch, a similar plan was adopted, and failed. Mehtas sent by the 
regency,” says Colonel Pottinger, ** were cither cajoled by false returns, or 
expelled from towns and villages, not only by the classes charged with the 
crime, but by the other inliabitonU, whom long habit bsd taught to view the 
business with indifference, if not absolute approbation.” The Jharejas them¬ 
selves even told Colonel Pottinger that tiiey dared not establish a system of 
scrutiny regarding their grown-up sons or nearest relations. Such failures 
must have a very bad tendency, as convincing the Jharejas of their power to 
continue the practice through means which no Government can contravene* 
3rd.~The next defect which I have occasion to notice is, that the rigorous 
investigations ordered by Government, and consequent punishment on convic¬ 
tion, tend to stricter vigilance in the commission of the crime by those who 
still adhere to its practice. This principle contains in itself the elements of 
perpetuating the crime for ever, if we rely solely on conviction and punish¬ 
ment for ite abolition. The truth of wliat 1 aseeri has indeed already become 
apparent Since I have been in Kattywar, no conviction hu been able to 
be effected, notwithstanding the greatest care and anxiety on ny part 
to obey die instructions under which it is my duty to act. That this is 
the conseqaence of increased vigilance there can be UtUe doubt of; and, 
in the event of these means proving successful, they will continue the con- 
misaion of the practice, knowing the security under which they can act, 
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Mkt secret^ dct^ao^ the 4bortif« txtrtiooB of Gorermimt A dml of 
th» deMfipHoo lorat du^nen better tbu Kgfati end who will commit the 
crime to each % neoiier u to leeve moj probebilitjr of hie erer being 
detected ? The mother mad two dd women mre genermlly the mole witnemef 
of this deed of iiik|oity. One wommn» the midwife^ im indeed eufficient; mod 
only in cmsei of hoiieee of superior rmnk mre the eerrices of mny other pereon 
ramde nee of. Indeed^ me Colonel Wmlker recordt, from iofcrmmtion cooTeyed 
through Jbmrejm Dmdmjee, Chief of Rmjkot, mmong the poorer clutee the mother 
hereelf ie cooetimined to be the perpetrator of thie uonmiorml met 1 hare 
mlremdy stated the fact of only two out of the dve witoetseei in the cmie of 
Soorajee, being now alive i and when the wickedneei of the benip;hted people 
of the province ie taken Into consideration, how can any one doubt but that a 
Chief, contemplating the comraiMioo of the crime, would hesitate in silencing 
the testimony of the witnesses by the poisoned cup, or the uplifted sword ? 
Such a state of things is very deplorable to relate, but the existence of such 
crimes is far from chimerical, of which Government shall in due time bo in«' 
formed. But it' does not require even such extremities, ready as many wouhi 
be to resort to them; for, in several instances which 'were brought before me, 
the Tern ales declined altogether to give any evidence whatever. Tliey said, 
“ 1 know nothing about this, and shall answer no more questions: do with 
me as you please; 1 am ready to suffer death!" It is uot wonderful that, 
after years of almost total silence on the subject on the part of the Brit*Ah Go* 
vemment, when every Jhareja was lulled into security by tlie want* o'* notice 
taken of the subject, and committed the crime with the same nonchalance that 
the manager of an English kcnuel would drown a litter of unfavourablc^looking 
dogs, several cases were brought home to the delinquents. But the case is now 
widely altered, and such caution is now exercised, not only ia the rommis- 
sion of the act at the present day (for it is impossible to doubt but that it rs 
still committed), but towards concealing former acts of transgsession, that there 
is hardly a hope of being in future able to bring borne any case of the nature 
to any per|ietmtor. After a few years have elapsed, and no instance of dctec* 
tion and punishment has taken place, (he natural consequence will lie that, if 
no more effective steps are resorted to by Government, those who from fear 
bad abandoned the custom will revert to it, and those who in the face of 
Government, continued it, will persevere tn its cornmissioD. The very circum¬ 
stance which Mr. Willoughby so much desired did actually liappen very soon 
after bis report was forwarded, viz. an instance of detection* and severe punish¬ 
ment, and that too under circumstances most favourable to the system, had it 
been a aure one, for the sappression of the crime, viz. one of the principal 
Chiefs being the aggressor. But the state of the Talooka of Rajkot does not 
exhibit auy good elfects from the example of Soorajee't |Amisbmeoi. I must 
here aUude tn the case of Jhareja Ka^aijes, and remark, that the very etrcoin* 
stance which was hailed as ms likdy to benefit the cause of truth and 
virtual viL the fact of his not being convicted from want of evtdancei being 

• Tide pages 469 to 480 of tUe Sslaetm. 
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Ukdy to impress the R^poott with a aenae of the joatlce of Oorerpmfnt, has 
bad an affect of a totallj^ opposite nature. I have been frequently asked bow 
it was that he was tbe only man who had been detected in the commission of 
the offence having been pardoned t When i replied, ** From want of evi¬ 
dence of the facV’ the answer was, ^ Every child knows it in the town, as well 
as tbe very spot where the infant was boned.** The principles of impartial 
justice and beneficence which pervade the criminal code of Great Britain may, 
by tbe assistance of Almighty Providence, be appreciated in this province 
after tbe lapse of another century, but at present are as capable of being 
understood by th«r ignorant minds os the deciphering of a Chaldee manu¬ 
script These rigorous investigations, moreover, enlist the feelings of the other 
tribes in favour of the Jharejas. Every Jhtreja has in his house (or aen^Uo) 
the ibter or daughter of tome Jeiwn, Jhalla, Gohel, or Waghela, with whom he 
is on terms of friendship. The private affairs of one's sister or daughter are 
almost as sacred to a Bajpoot as of a wife, so that the whole community are 
against us, and not the Jharejas alone. I have already stated that Soortjeo 
was considered a martyr, instead of a justly punished culprit, by the gene¬ 
rality of the Rajpoots; and such will ever be the case until a wholesome spirit 
of public feeling can be infused into tbe community. 1 must here mention, that 
on 6oorajee*e case coming before the Political Agent, a deputation of Jhareja 
Cbiefr waited upon him, and presented the following petitionJ. P. 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. Jharejas Dewajee, Jessajee, 
Uurwanjee, of the Moorvee Bhyad; Jhareja Ladajee, of Rajpoora ; Jharejas 
Samutsingjee, Wunajee, of the Gondul Bhyad; Jliarcjas JeSsajee, Meroojee, 
Hyajee, of the Rajkot Bhyad; Jharejas Doongurjee, Dajeehhye, Bharajec, 
Hallajae, of the Dherol Bhyad; Jharejas Moolujee, Gopaljee, Ughabhye, of 
the Veerpoor Khureree Bhyad; Jharejas Klianjce, Fiichanjee, Kesserjec, 
Adabbaee, of tbe Satodur Wowree Bhyad, petition as follows :-^ln Snmwut 
1864, Major Walker effected arrar^ements for the preservation of tbe daugh¬ 
ters of the Jhareja people, who therefore preserved them. Afterwards, neither 
the European gentlemen nor principal Bhoomias kept a strict surveillance, in 
consequence of which some ignorant persons may have violated those arrange¬ 
ments unknowingly. Cases against some of these have recently been in- 
Testigated, and tbe accusation has probably been proved, for which reason tbe 
petty Talookdart and Zumindars petition that past offences may be pardoned. 
From henceforward Colonel Walker's arrangements shall be acted up to, viz. 
that from this time forward no one among tbe Jharejas vhaU put his daughter 
to death. Such an engi^ement we will write and make over. Should the 
same be violated, and a daughter be killed, the person concerned b an offend- 
against tbe Government, and we will not drii^ water taken from hb house. 
Thb writing we aid ready, of our own free will and pleasure, to execute: tiiere- 
fore let tbe Sabcb do the favour of acceding to the pfayer of thb petition, for 
the greater Talookdan wDI not petition for us. Sumwal 1892, Hallaree 
Ashad Shood 5th. In tbe handwritii^ of Jadowjee Madowjee.** 

Here follow the sigaatuits of the petitioners. 
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In (be GoavemtiMi in Court, when Champr^ Wtla objeeted (o be tried 
for bia life by profeaeed vurderera, Jharqe DewijA Jhalla Kulltjee 
both of (hem referred to that petition, eaying that had Qoverameat aetented 
to tbdr prayer then preferred, Infanticide would have been by tbia time abo* 
iished. I am &r from taaeoting to thu; bnt I eliall presently allude more 
particolariy to this petition and its object Besides, it is evident that the rich 
and poweiiful Jharejas will always be able to conceal (hair giilt, while the 
rigorous system will only tell against those who have not the power to sup* 
press evidence. A measure having for its object such partiality is necessarily 
and obviously defective. Another defect appears to me to lie in the transfer 
of the responsibility from Chiefs to vassals,~a system subversive of the prin¬ 
ciples on which Colonel Walker framed his able settlement of this distracted 
territory in the year 1807. The basis of that system consisted in requiring 
the Chiefs to be responsible for their Bhyad and Uyuts. The singular success 
that has attended this plan is the beet and tinerriog proof of its wisdom. The 
rigorous investigations ordered by Government into the domestic concerns of 
individuals, without reference to the Chiefs, seem to me to be a departure from 
the original system on which our Government has based its interference in the 
aHairs of this peniasula. The next remark I have occasiou to make is the re¬ 
commendation of trying the criminals before tbe Court of Criminal Justice* 
I believe this was not approved of by Government in the answer to Mr. 
Willoughby’s report, although (he wordily of the letter appears to mo 4 little 
oliscure with respect to that point. Such a scheme must inevitabl* prove 
futile. To try tbe very people who commit tlie crime by their brotJ^ers and 
instigators needs only be mentioned to demonstrate its inutility. Wc should 
render the Oovemment contemptible, and, besides, psralyse end perhaps 
destroy the Court of Justice, which has been of such benefit to the peace of the 
country. To select Kattee and Mussulman assessors would have the effect of 
impressing the Rajpoots with an idea of injustice, and, besides, would have 
the worse effect of creating feuds and enmities between tiie tiiree difl'erent sects, 
so necessary to be discouraged. Zoitiy, 1 beg to submit, that the measure I 
am now discussing, viz. that of present severe coerciem towards the perpetratora 
of this crime, appears to me in tlie present state of society to be inexpedient. 
Penal enactments, without the concurrence of the body of tbe people, never 
can be of essential benefit to tlie community. Until a wholesome public opi¬ 
nion is raised in the country, all punishments will appear either as an act of 
individual hostility or of gross public severity, and such being the ease, they 
are wor:-e Uian useless. The abolition of Suttee by the fiat of the British 
Government, and by the attachment of a specific penalty, was a different ques¬ 
tion. We had the power to abolish it, and save so many women from destruc¬ 
tion, mxl we did do so; but none will assert that the whole^Hindoo population 
were at once converted into the belief of tbe wickedneu of (he act They 
have left it off through fear, and will in time, without doubt, fed the bmvoleoce 
that dictated the abolition of Mie practice tbe British Government. Id£ui- 
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ticide has this difiereoed, that the satore of the act being one of the greatest 
secrecy, and ever mnal be so, the Ooverament has not the same ftcility in 
detecting the commiMion of it The words of Mr. Willoughby, quoted by the 
Honorable Court of Directors, are those of true wisdom and philanthropy, 
and in which I most fully concur To edect the complete eitinction of 
the practice, we must enlist the feelings of the commonity on onr side. We 
must (more especi&lly in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the 
danger of excitiDg sympathy in favour of delinquents, thereby deterring 
persons from informing sgarnst them who might otherwise be disposed to do 
so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion with ns, and indict 
such penalties only as are likely to be rec^ised as just by the respectable 
portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity will be 
long retarded, or may alti^th^ fail.'* When I advert to the remedies which 
I intend to propose to the present system, I sbsll have occasion to refer again 
to this passage in the letter of our honorable masters, as an additional proof 
that we cannot hope to secure success without the adoption of a plan 
which will relieve the mass of the poor deluded people from the weight 
of their ignorance, and render these hereditary Chiefs honest and valuable 
citixens, instead of, as they for the most part now are, mean and contemptible 
tyrants. 

16. 1 now proceed to the examination of the sumptuary system at present 
in force. The defects of the present sumptuary system appear to me to be, in a 
general point of view, that the measures are of an ephemeral and partial nature. 
The rewards given to Jharejas who followed the dictates of humanity against 
the strong feeling and long^followed practice of their tribe, by preserving 
daughters when most of their brethren invariably destroyed them, are no doubt 
well bestowed; but as those who now save their daughters will not evidently 
be entitled to any reward for the future, after such repeated and obstinate evil 
conduct, this pla/i will cease to be an engine of putting a stop to the practice 
after all those who have saved daughters (and they are very few) have been 
rewarded. With respect to the funds supplied to Jharejas hr the marriage of 
their daughters, the propriety seems more questionable. The sanction there¬ 
by conveyed of the British Govemment to a relaxed system of moral duty, by 
assisting men in performing one of the most necessary and moral duties of 
mankind, I Goafess, appears to me to be not strictly correct, while the advance 
of money to a Jhareja for the marriage of his daughter, to aa amount more 
than three times as great as is recognised to marry a Jfaalla, Waghela, or Go- 
hel, of the same conditioo in life, who, in the Itajpoot list, stand higher in rank 
than the former, ia keeping alive oat of the greatest causes of iiitkuticide^tbe 
presumptuous arrogance of the Jharejas. Besides, for the system to become a 
pennanent one towards the olgecC in view, it would require far larger funds than 
we couM command. I am labouring diligently, although it must neceuarily 
be the work of time, to decrease the Mohsul book by every means in my power, 
which is a heavy clog on the Chiefs. The apaUiy and folly of the duels induce 
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man; to withhold the payment of their tribute, reetitatioo of plundered property 
trac^ wtthi'i their limite, and the attendance of culpfita and witneseea until 
bear; Moiuula are imposed, and I bare been doiug every thii^ I can to perauade 
them of the absurdity of such a course. If any unreasonable demand is made 
on them, they are at liber^ to represent the case to the Agent, but to show their 
independence and suppoeed consequence, by relustug to obey the just orders 
of Government until compulsory measures are resorted to. When they are well 
aware of the eventual termination to their obstinacy, is little abort of delution. 
1 shall have the honour to bring this subject to the uobce of Government at a 
future period, but it is clear that if the resources we derive from Mohsulee are 
restricted in a great d^yee, which is highly desirable, we ahall not have funds 
to marry feroalea annually on the prerent extravagant Jhareja temui. These 
Bum])tu8ry measures appear to me to tend to the perpetuation of the custom, by 
showing a sympatliy with the perpetrators; as why should we acknowledge 
the necessity for a Jhareja spending five or six times the amount on his daugb* 
tcr's marriage that any other Rajpoot does? Before 1 conclude this ])art of 
the subject, 1 must bring to the notice of Govemmdbt what I consider tl)o bod 
eflect of steps taken before Mr. Willoughby's Agency for the suppression of 
Infanticide, they being in a manner of a sumptuary nature. In 1829 Mr. 
Langford obtained returns from the Thakoor Doputsing, of the families of his 
Bhyad, and proceeded to deduce from them the favourable result of tho de¬ 
crease of the custom. He accordingly presented several of the Jhar< *qb of 
that Bhyad with honorary dresses and other distinctioni. The coirecvncss of 
tlicse returns are extremely doubtful, and the frequency of the practiro of the 
crime in the Dherol TaJooka at that time is evident from a review of tlio 
census now submitted. This must have had the effect of showing the Chiefs 
that tiicy had the power of deceiving the British Government, os their own 
evidence was taken to their exculpation, and certainly confirmed them in tho 
commission of tlic crime. In 1829, Jhareja Jehajee, Chief qf Moorvec, died. 
Without any investigation as to the state of the population of his Talooka, his 
son was decorated with presents and honorary distinctions by the British 
Government, on account of bis father having been the first to renounce In¬ 
fanticide, by setting the example himself. A reference to tl)e*appendix cf 
Colonel Walker's report will show the tenacity with which that Chief clung 
to his ** immemorial custom and right" to kill his children, and demonstrate the 
probability of his being a willing convert to Colonel Walker's humane views 
or not, after he did yield his consent. After having succeeded in deceiving 
Colonel Walker by preserriDg one daughter, and signing the agreement to 
relinquish the practice, he not only continued in the commission of it himself 
subs^uently, but permitted it to be carried on tq the same extent among his 
own relatibas, and over bis whole Talooka. This will be se^ from the census. 
His son, Pritheeimjee, the present Chief, is known to have committed the 
criuM himself a few years since. The praise, eooveyed by Hr. Willoughby to 
the Jam, who is the bead and front of the offoiding, under the sanction of 
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Qoftmmaiif withoat pretiotis itep* being tiken to aecertaio whether be wee 
entitled or not to eodi hul<^, wae e meeMre, I humbly conceive, of the eune 
evil teodeocy. 

17. Thie leede me to the laet head of my report, and I fed that I ihall 
etand in need of the iodolgenee of the Right Honorable the Goveroor in 
Council more for the auggeetions wluch I am about to lubmit than for 
the obeervadooi 1 liave above offered. To censure la hr easier than to propoie 
a remedy; and I am folly eonadoua of my inaafficiency in atCemptix^ to re- 
medy an evil which haa defied the vigorous efforts of men of for superior know¬ 
ledge and ability to myself. Under this eonsciousaess, I must repeat, that 
without the enlightened measures of Colonel Walker and Mr. Willoughby 
before my eyes, and the valuable aid I have obtained foom Mr. Wilkinson, 
Political Agent in Bhopal, on this important subject, 1 never should have ven¬ 
tured to intrude any crude ideas of my own on the time of the Honorable 
Board. Neither can I avoid mentiooiog the benefit I have derived from my 
able Assistant, Captain Lang, who has been a constant and earnest mover iu 
the causa of humanity ev<# since bis arrival in Kattywar. I regret that my 
long separition from him has prevented me from obtaining the benefit of his 
advice in the details of the system I am about to propose, by laying before him 
this paper previous to submitting it to Qovemment; but I have bad the advan¬ 
tage of many long and earnest conversations with him on this ioteresting sub¬ 
ject ; and although I am aware that on some points a difference of opinion exists 
between him and myself, yet I have his full concurrence in the main principles 
on which this report is founded. It was to Captain Lang I was indebted for 
the suggestion of the meeting of the tribes, as I have stated in another place» 
which measure I propose to make of more extensive use than I at first contem¬ 
plated. 1 likewise derived great assistance fiom Captain Bomes, Assistaoi 
Resident in Kutch. The state of lofondcide in Kutch, so indissolubly 
connected with practice in this province, the determined opinion of the 
llao on the subject, together with many facts in the history of the Jharejas 
and other Rajpoots, communicated by that officer, have been of great 
service to me. Captain Bumes has studied the subject deeply, and 
written some interesting papers on it, one of wMch is published in the 
Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain, and all his 
opinions directly tend to the conclusion that hitherto we have been acting 
on a defective and erroneous plan, which must be altered before we can 
hope finally to eradicate the practice. I have found in Colcmel Shirreff, the 
officer commanding the troops in Kattywar, an active co-operator in the cause 
of public instructioa and mental improvement. He has exerted his abilities 
and influence towards furthering my views, whenever be had an opportunity, 
and has frequently had conversations with the Chiefs, who happened to be at 
Rajkot on business, on the subject of natioosl educ^on, and the awful crime 
of Infontieide; and his mild manners and moral discourse have for firom been 
thrown away on many with whom 1 have communicated, and in whom 1 have 
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diflcoTmd (he beoefits of his good advice. Not having a school-room at 
present, 1 hr ve given over to Colonel Shirreff (he services of one of the Pondits 
I brought from Bombay, and be has already established a school in the bssa^. 
It cannot but be liighly satisfactory to Government to knofv that there is a 
universal feding of benefaction towards the inhabitants of tiie province on the 
part of all in any degree of authority in it, which is shared by the person who 
wields the sword, but whose kind disposition leads him to aAist in the task of 
governing by the pen. A midst the ennmerati on of anxili aries, it would be unj ost 
to omit the name of my Second Assistant, Captain Jacob. I have obtained 
from this zealous officer many useful and always philanthropic tuggeidons, 
And shall, on every occasion connected with this difficult subject, avail myself 
of the use of his judgment and abilities. With a full sense of my inability to 
cope with so intricate a subject, I beg to state, that the subject of Female 
Infanticide is one which has occupied my attention for several years past, on 
my discovering the existence of the practice among the Koompavuts of Edur, 
who, contrary to the repeated injunctions of the late Raja, were in the habit 
of killing every female child. Ever since my appointment to my present 
situation, I may conscientiously state that the subject has occupied my almost 
constant attention and reflection, considering, as I do, that the continuance of 
this diabolical custom among a tribe of people under our jurisdiction, for such 
we have undoubtedly assumed, if we originally possessed it not (which I am 
not by any means prepared to assert), is one of the blots upon the ju^c and 
benevolent rule of Uritisb Government in India. In attempting to lay lUe axe 
to the root of the evil, we must endeavour, as well as we have it in our power, 
to discover what motives could have possibly prejudiced man to rebel to such 
an atrocious extent against his Maker, and against the incontrovertible laws 
which that heavenly Power, acknowledged (under different and frequently cul¬ 
pable forma, but still acknowledged) by nearly the whole world, has instilled 
into the breasts of men, and held up to their reverence for thevr temporal and 
eternal good. To which end it will be necessary to refer to tiie early history 
of the Jhareja tribe, their original position, their relations with the other tribes 
with which they came in contact on their amval in Kattywor, and other cir¬ 
cumstances connected with their history. From Colonel Walker's admirable 
report on the district of Hallar, the present seat of the dominion of 
the Jharejas, we find that the tribe were originally lords of Sind. The 
cause of their emigration, or, it might have been, expulsion, we are in 
ignorance of; from what we know of the power of the Mahomedan dynasty 
in those days, the suppoeitioo is plausible, that they were compelled 
snperior numbers to lave their original inheritance. They, however, arriv¬ 
ed in Kutch, and, after assistance obtained from the Mahomedan king of 
Abmedabad, one of their Chiefs succeeded in estabiishiog b% power in that 
country. H^ir persuasioci and habits were at that time entirely Mahomedan. 
The inroad into Kattywar, about five haadred ysarv ago, of the brother of the 
Kuteb sovereign (the king having, in revenge the murier of bb father, dio- 
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co&tintied the family tide of Jam^ one derived from Che Emperor Jamshed, of 
whom the Jharga family boaaCed to be deeceoded, and under the Emperor's 
authority aeaumedthat ofRao, atiJl poaseased by Che Kutch aorereiga) ezided 
in the conqueat of the north*we$t diatrict of the peninaula, then under the 
dominion of the Jetwa tribe of Rajpoots, by this powerful band. Upwards 
of 25p000 men are said to have reached Kattywar under Jam Rawul^ who 
finally established* his power in the port of N^ne (Nagbunder) the site of the 
present town of Nowano^ur. When this host arrired, they found in the 
country the Jetwa, Jhalla, Gohel, Purm, and Waghela Itajpoots. Their 
connection with their Musulman neighbours in the north having been by that 
time dissolved, they had no means of procuring wives from them, and they 
found themselves constrained to assume the casteship of tlie Rajpoots. How 
they even partially achieved this I cannot explain, but they certainly never 
fully performed it Colonel Walker relates some accounts which he had heaid 
of the legends of the Jharejas as to their Rajpoot extraction, but they must 
strike every person as somewhat fabulous; and indeed it is not probable that that 
able man could have been imposed upon by such narrations. Colonel Tod 
expressly states, that the Jharejas were originally Rajpoots, descendants of the 
Jadows, a tradition mingled with fiction, but that by intermarriage with Ma- 
homedans had lost their caste, and therefore were <lespised by the other Kaj* 
pools. The kings of Sind, with the title of Jam, were all Mahomedans, avow¬ 
edly the progenitors of the Jharejas, as, even in the absence of authentic 
history, which is very defective at that time, can be ch^arly seen by tlm names 
of the sovereigns, such as Sulla-ood-deen, Nizam-ood-deen, dec. I do not 
mean to deny that the Jbareja race were originally idolaters, as we know 
that Persia and all tlie surrounding countries were peopled by such, when 
Mahomed established his religion. The re^transition from Islamism to the 
haughty aristocraticaJ community of the Rajpoots 1 confess myself unable Ui 
trace, but it appears to have been, to a certain extent, recognised, but certainly 
never fully, among the highest Rajpoot priacipalities. If tradition is true, the 
Jbareja conquerors found much difficulty at first in persuading the Rajpoot 
princes of the peninsula to contract matrimonial engagements with them. Their 
great power, exemplified in the atrocities committed by them in eflTecting the 
conquest of the Burmda country, and in their numerical strength, enabled them 
at last to overcome the caste feeling of the Rajpoots, and to obtain their 
daughters in marriage. Colonel Tod remarks as ^>1 lows The Jharejas were 
Rajpoots, a subdivision of the Jadows, but by intermarriages with the Maho- 
medansi to whose fiiith they became proselytes, they lost their casll. Political 
causes have disunited them from the Mahomedans, and they desire again to be 
considered as pure Rqjpoots, but having been contaminated, no Itajpoots will 
intermarry with ihtm. The owner of a hide of land, whether Seesodia, Bahtore, 
or Chohao, would scorn the band of a Jharqa ^ncess. Can the tic noie be 
applied to men who think in this £uhion ?** But Cohmei Tod himself does not 
attempt to trace the change in the caste of the Jharejas from the time they ruled 



tJlfi PROVINCK OF UUZERir* 


5i3 


In Sind, and were Muhoroedans, to their incorporation with the Hindoo com** 
inanity (for, w no conversion is allowed, we cannot €aJi*it by that appeUation). 
He gives, in the gravest manner, a genealogical tree of the Rajpoots, deduciiig 
their origin, one half from the sun and the other from the moon, confessing, at 
Uie .stme lime, the indafeasible practice of adoption among the Hajpoota defy* 
iiig all genuine descent, which mint bring every sensible roan to the conclusion 
that, instead of faithftil history, he occasionally indulged iif amusing detion ( 
and, ill place of confining hiroself to a simple narration of events, he was 
pleased to enact the part of the most talented Gharun or Bhat who ever pro¬ 
claimed the ostentatious annals of Rajasthan. It is very difficult to ascertain 
whether the Jharejas were at that time addicted to the practice of Female 
Infanticide; but from Colonel Walker's minute inquiries, the practice seemed 
to originate from that time. He says, from all evidence he had been able 
to find, the practice commenced about five hundred yeart ago. The groat 
prevalence of the custom in Sind, the origin of which appeara to be ascribed 
to an extraordinary morbid feeling of degra<latioa in any person being able to 
aay they had Jiad carnal connexion with their sister or daughter, rendciM it 
very probable Uiat the Jharejas, indubitably Chiefs of Sind, brought down 
with them the unnatural practice. On the other hand, there is the supposi¬ 
tion ubovc noticed that upon the arrival of the Jharejas in Kattywar, they 
cXIlerienccd difficulty in procuring wives from the neighbouring Itajpoot States 
owing to their known backsliding (as the Rajpoots considered if; into 
Islamism. 

This Uadition is mentioned by Colouel Walker, who states that ei^:bty-five 
daughters were immolated, not being able to find husbands. I wish we weru 
able toesUiblish this us a sound cause of exculpation for the Jharejas, but 1 
fear, on iuvestigation* this will not hold good. If the powerful tribe of Jharejas 
which immigrated into Kattywar, and subdued the Jetwas, had the influence 
to induce the Uaj|)oot inhabitants of the peninsula to give them their daughters 
in marriage, they could have found no difficulty in disposing of their fbniule 
offspring to tliuse Chie& and their brethren, had they been so inclined. Tho 
fact of the Jam's family having only saved two daughters since die establish¬ 
ment of the family in Kattywar speaks volumes. Tbe Raos of Kutcli have 
never preserved one l^itimate daughter in their families till the present Chief 
did, one who subsequently died a natural death. Had they ever preserved 
daughters, we should have heard of their living and dying maidens; but, un¬ 
fortunately for the humanity of the Jharqjas, no such occurrence is known, 
save the tuition 1 have abovemendonOd, related by Colonel Walker, but such 
1 have never been able to trace as being more than &bulous. Jam Tumachec 
saved a dsughter sixty-six yean ago, and Raja Ubbesin^ee of Jodhpoor, 
having come to Dwarka on a pilgrimage, and being received with great 
kindness on the part of the Jam, condescended to accept bis danghter in mar¬ 
riage, which he did with great pomp. "Diis is the solitary instance of a Jhareja 
princess being accepted in marriage by a Rajpoot king. A sister of an ancestor 
Cfiu 



524 


StrpPR£88lOK OP INFANTICtDE Iff 


of the ]Mm% when the family were in Kutch» and before the Kattywar branch 
reached the penioeula, Vaa married to the Tiemy of Ahmedabad, a aon of the 
Great Mogot Emperor of Delhi. These are the only two ioatancea of daugh¬ 
ters haring been preaerred by the &mily of*the Jam, with the exception of the 
present Chief, who ttred one three years ago under the following circum¬ 
stances. When the Jam left his palace for the purpose of meeting Mr» 
Willoughby on his airirial at Nowanuggur, one of his wires was confioed ; tbe 
messenger, sent to inform tbe Jam of the female progeny, could not obtain a 
hearing aa long as the Chief was with Mr. Willoughby, and when the Jam 
arrired at home the child was sereral hoars old, and be then refused his con¬ 
sent to destroy her, declaring that it was her Nuseeb.** The Jam professes 
that be will gire his daughters to the Rana of Oodepoor, the Maharaja of 
Jodhpoor, and the Mabarana of Jeypoor, tbe beads of the Seesodia, Rahtore, 
and Kuchwa Rajpoots, but nothing is more true than that none of these princes 
will receire a Jhareja princess in*marriage ; they consider them Mahomed- 
ans, and would not listen to a proposal of alliance with them, ohUough on 
one occasion, and one only, it baa certainly taken place. They would now 
nerer consent to bestowing their daughters on the Rao of Kutch, far less on 
the Jam, who is a ydunger branch of the head race. It is in rain, therefore, 
that the Jam, the primum mobile o( the atrocious custom in this prorince, shall 
say in extenuation of his heinous crime that he can only many bis daughters 
to tbe Seetodta, Rahtore, or Kuchwa lords, and that, in consequence of the 
difficulty of his obtaining a match for hit daughters, he is constlained to 
destroy them. The Seesodias and Rahtores generally would as soon think of 
marrying a Dher woman as a Jhareja. I will, at the expense of harassing the 
Honorable Board, relate an anecdote of the late Raja Oumbeersingjce of ^ur, 
with whom I was on terms of intimacy, and who on bis deathbed appointed 
ma guardian of his only son, Jowansingjee, tbe present Chief. An Agent of 
tbe Raja of Drangdra, the Chief of the Jhalla tribe of Rajpoots, arrived at 
Edur to n^otiate the marriage of the son of the Raja with a daughter of the 
Rahtore lord. Oumbeersingjee seat for him (this anecdote was related to me 
by the Agent himself), and asked him what he meant. The ambassador 
humbly preferred his suit, and Gumbeeraingjee desired hire to leave his terri¬ 
tory without delay, or he should be summarily dealt with. ** You/* said the 
Raja, gire your daughters to Jharejaa,—dogs of Musuimaos ; and you ask 
for your sons the daughters of Rajpoots: begone, or woe betide yon!'* The 
characterising features of tbe Jhareja tribe are ignorance, arrogance, and vice. 
Hardly any can read or write. Those in Ka tty war a0ect superiority over all 
other castes of Rajpoots, all of whom are superior to them, both in birth and 
personal qualities,^aod they are in the habitual exercise of the most diahtdical 
vices, tome of which are of a nature unfit to be motioned. Tbe Jam's family 
is not only in the habit of killing every legitimate daughter, hut every illegiti¬ 
mate ; and when 1 state that the present Jam has six wives, and several 
concubines, who are kept in his secret seraglio, besides his assuming to bimseif 
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the privilege of cohabitic^ with auy female whom hi» caprice pointa oat, it earn 
be iuppoaed what a scene eiists female murder in hii palace and eavirons. 
To watch the progress of crime is moat awful. In all Jbarrja towns thereof 
a large population of those degraded wretches, the Powyas, iDmatea of brothels 
for the roost abominable wickedness. Maadavee, Nowanuggar, Gondul, and 
Rajkot, are the chief seats of these debased specimens of humanity.* The 
Jliarejas are, with few txceptioop, in every way a disgraSc to the name of 
man. To show any sympathy, therefore, with such people would be dia* 
graceful to an ealightened Government; but viewing them in the light of 
barbarians, from which state it is impossible to believe that they have totally 
emerged, a lenient treatment of their iniqutries, in consequence of the want 
of activity on the part of the British Ooveroroent, and their own ignorance, 
appears to be the most elBcacious mode of eradicating their vicious and un¬ 
natural propensities. Like all Asiatic conquerors, the Jbareja tribe by 
force obtained in marriage tlie daughters of the Rajpoot Chiefs whom they 
found in the country on their arrival, but it is authentically proved that they 
never gave their daughters to them in return; indeed, they had no daughters 
to give, having, in all probability, brought down with them the diabolical 
practice nf female immolation from that hot-bed of iniquity, Sind, where it is 
80 indiscriminately indulged in even to the present dsy. It is a matter of some 
surprise that Mr. Rlphinstone, when on his mission to Afghanistan, did not 
discover the iact of the horrid custom among the Wuseer Kheil, Barukzyes, 
Alleezyes, Badooiyes, Ulkooayes, Turreen, &c. sects of A%hans,who, from 
niotives of pride, would never suffer any person to have iht power to call 
himself their son in-law or brother-in-law (Janoye or Bunoee); but such is 
nnd<»ubtedly the fact, deposed to by one of themselves before d>c here. The 
power and consequent pride of the Jam &mily, who conquered the western 
district of Kattywar about five hundred years since, is the grand cause of the 
continuance of the crime. Whctlier the Jharcjas were rcsolotely addicted, to 
the crime when they arrived in Kutch from Sind, or even when they arrived in 
Kattywar from Kuteb, or whether they were indneed to the perpetration of it 
from not being able to obtain matches for their daughters among their new 
Rajpoot neighbours, it is indubitable that they could have bad no reason to 
continue the commission of at after they had by force of arms established their 
ascendancy in this province by their conquest of the Jetwa territory, and the 
constitution of their capital at Nowanu^ur. Had the Jhallas, Jetwas, and 
the otbtf true Rajpoot tribes been able effectually to resist the Jhareja arms, 
ftud refuse to give their daughters to a race of spurious descent, and, more¬ 
over, who would not pve their female offspring in return, the mischievous 
results would have been averted; but their physical power prevailed over the 

• (a Uiadavec there are forty booses of Powyts; m Bbooj ftem ifteea tatweaty | ia Kowa- 
augfur, forty; in Foorbuader (tbe Jetwas sim being female ebild murderers) right or tea. 
There are none ia tbe Jballa villages, and m Jooaagar only ons or twoi b Raiko^ Bberol, 
Mnorree, Goudnl, and Dberijee. several. 
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oustomt of 0)6 subdued tribee. It U useless to the object we have in view, 
therefore, to parsoe this inquiry further, as, whether the Jbarejas brought 
the custom with them from Sind, or, even tracing its history further back, 
that it has some relation with the prootree followed by the ancient cla»^ 
f^ical nations of exposing children (as alluded to by Colonel Welker in 
his report of March 1808), or that they really did find difficulty in ob* 
t&irring matches for their daughters, and thence reluctantly commenced it, 
noUiing is more certain than that no obstacle exists at the present hour 
to any Jharqa, from the Jam to the owner of a single plough, findir^g a 
match for his daughter among a class equal in all respects botli of caste, con¬ 
sequence, or substance. If, therefore, the obstacles to tim marrii^e of tho 
females are removed, what can be the operating cause for the commission of 
the crime at ilte present day? 1 ttiink we may assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that the cause is ignorance, arising from want of education. 
Much has been said of the immutability of the Hindoos, but wiint is immuta¬ 
bility but ignorance ? Men who in their several occujntions are content to 
tread step for step in the paths wherein their fathers trod, entirely divest 
themselves of the properties of thinking beings. The Jharqas kill their child¬ 
ren because their fathers did ; ax>d among Uie lower orders, their attention 
never having been drawn to it, they have never even given the subject a thought. 
Are we not, therefore, hound, as their earthly protectors, to place in their power 
the unspeakable advantages of education? I have already stated that the Jam 
professes to give bit daughters only to the Oodepoor, Jeypoor, aod Jodhpuor 
princes, and to the Raja of Dranudra, the Chief of the Jhalla tnbe in KatCywar. 
To the three former he might with equal justice have added the King of Eng¬ 
land, or the Pope; for although on one occasion the Jodbpoor Uaja condescend ihI 
to receive into his ser^;lio the daughter of the Jam under the ))eculiar circum- 
Atanoes above mentioned, the three Rajpoot houses above tUuded to would have 
as much objection to receive the daughter of tbe Rao of Kutch, the elder 
branch of the Jam's family, as would either of the two other personages^ 
Such indignation as we can imagine would hare been displayed by Richard 
Plantagenet, on the possibility being hinted to him of his allying himself witli 
the daughter of a serf, would undoubte^lly be exhibited by one of the Rajpoot 
lords of Oodepoor, Jodbpoor, or Jeypoor, on the proposition of a Jhareja 
alliance being made to them. In order to pUce Govemmeot in possession of 
the requisite information, I here append a memorandum showing the state of 
the customs regarding marri^e which are at present in force in Kat^war, 
and fi‘om this, Gorcrameot will be able to judge of the change which it will 
be necessary to effect before Infanticide and lU operating caoses are discon¬ 
tinued ;— ^ 

“The Jam professes to prt bU daughters to the Chief of theDrangdra 
family, or hu eldest son and heir, as head of tbe J haJla tribe,—to no others in 
Katty war; but be has never yet given one. In Rajpootana to Oodepoor, Jeypoor, 
and Jodhpocr only: hut they will not take them. But only one daughter oi 
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Jam Lakajee'ji has preserved for these ten fenerations, and she wus 
given to Ha jisingjee of Jodhpoor* The Jam will tak<f from Drsngdra, Bho^- 
nuggnr, Soda: from the head family of each only. The Drangdra Raja wUl 
give his daughters to the Jam and Rao of Kutcb, Poorbunder, and Ari'eysir (a 
Bhyad of Kutch). Uo will take from the head Jhhrejas, such as the Bhyad of 
the Jam, and Waghelaa, Chowras, and GoheK The Raja of Bhownuggur 
will give to the Jam and to the chief family of the Jhallas* * He will take from 
the Pirniai's, petty Jliallas, Waghelas, and Jetwas; will give to Jharejasand 
Jhallas, and will uke from petty Jhallas^and Jharejas. Jharejas and Sodas 
will also give their illegitimate dangblers to Musulmtns. Instances have hap* 
pened of this. Kessiirbaee, the daughter of lUo Khengatjee, by a concubine 
named Jettee, tlte real mother of the present Rao, has been married to the 
Nuwabof Jooni^r, and the late Jemadar Futteh Mahomed of Kutch was 
married to the late Jhareja Jyajee's wife's sister. These two ladies were the 
daughters of Soda Morgee, of Nuggur Parkur. W«rhelaa will take from 
Jhullas, Pirroars, and Rahtores; and will give to Jhallas, Jharejas, and 
Gohels. Pirmara will give to every sect of Rajpoots, and will uke from 
Jharejas, Oohels, and Jhallas.” 

Colonel Tod sagaciously remarks that, ** allbough religion nowhere autho¬ 
rises this barbarity, the laws which regulate marriage amongst the Rajpoots 
powerfully promote Infanticide. Not only is intermarriage prohibited between 
families of the same clan (Campa), but between those ofthe same tribe (Uote); 
and though centuries may have intervened since tbeir separation, and htanches 
thus transplsnted may have lost their original patronymic, they can never be 
regraflcd on the original stem. For instance, though eight centuries have 
separated the two grand subdivisions of the Geblotes, and younger, the 
SeeHodia, has superseded the elder, the Aharya, euch ruling dUtinct States, a 
marriage between any of the branches would be deemed incestuous. The 
Scesodia is yet brother to the Aharya, and regards every female of the race 
as his sisUr. Every tribe has, therefore, to look abroad, to a race distinct 
from its own, for suitors for the females. Foreign war, international feuds, or 
oilier calamities, affect tribes the most remote from each other, nor can war 
or famine thin the clans of Marwar without diminishing the female population 
of Amber. Thus both suffer in a two-fold degree. Many virtuous and hu¬ 
mane princes have endeavoured to check or mitigate an evil, in the eradica¬ 
tion of which every parental feeling would co-operate. Sumptuary edicts 
alone can control it; and the Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of 
despotism to permit it to rule within their private dwellings. The plHn propos¬ 
ed, and in some d^rec followed, by the great Jeysing of Amber, might with 
caution be pursued, and with great probability of success. He submitted to 
the prince of every Rajpoot Bute a decree, which was Iai3 before a convoca¬ 
tion of their respective vassals, in which he regulated the Daeja, or dower, 
and other marriage expenditure, with reference to the property of the vaaaal„ 
limiting it to one year's income ofthe a>tate.’' 
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IS. {..The first iseaiurei therefore, which I iheU propose, is that all the 
Ilajpoot Chiefs io Kattywar shall be reqeired (and 1 sincerely believe that 
&ey can be persuaded) to enter into an eogagement that they will not give their 
daughters to any tribe who will not give them their daughters io return. The 
pride and the determined wickedness of the Jhan^as will thereby be struck at, 
and their proper position in society be defined without any violent cneasures. 

II.^That the Jhareja Chiefs shall be required to enter into a stipulation 
that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of tbeir Bbyad shall not 
exceed the amount to be fixed at a^genersl meeUng of the caste, and be in¬ 
formed that Government will cheerfully assist the indigent to the same extent 
as any other caste, but not to a greater. 

lIL^AIthoagh 1 deprecate the resort to severity in the outset, and even 
at this stage of the business, still 1 am far from recommending that no punish¬ 
ment should be held up to the Jharejas in case they will persevere in the 
iniquity. 1 therefore consider that a distinctly specified penalty ought to be 
proclaimed in case of the infringement of their engagements a(Ur a certain 
time, to be fixed by Government This ought, I consider, to be divided iuto 
two heads, viz. first, loss of Oiru; second, degradatioo. i consider these ))enal- 
ties to be reasonable, just, and efficacious. AAer the unwearied attention the 
Chiefs have seen has been paid to the subject by the late Political Agent, evinc¬ 
ing tlie deep anxiety on the part of his Government to abolish the practice, 
and aAer the explicit intimation of its intentions, which I have communicated 
to almost every Jhareja Chief personally and In the clearest manner, the Cbiefe 
can have no right to expect less. Besides, too great a relaxation of measures at 
this period would tend to impress the Chiefs with a sense of the weakness of 
our cause, and defeat our object I shall presently allude to a proposition 
made by several Jhareja Chieft, to the effect that they would bind themselves, 
under penalty of loss of their estates, to abolisli the practice, cm promise of 
anmesty for (he f>ast, aod 1 feel sure that almost every, if not every Chief 
would willingly agree to this. If they do not, however, Government will 
probably decide that we have gained the undoubted right to place before them 
that alternative. The Chiefs themselves know well the engagements tlieir 
ancestors entered into with Colonel Walker on the part of the British Govern* 
ment, and they all with one accord declare that the British Government has 
religiously maintained its part in the obligation. To inform, therefore, the 
Chiefs explicitly that the Government has broken its terms with, them, in 
consequence of tbeir repeated breach of ^eir part of the stipulaUon, is nothing 
more than justice, and that, therefore, they ahall be deprived of tbeir hereditary 
property. This principle, I think, ought to be ^plied to the Chiefs who are 
proved not to have discountenanced the practice in their territories. Those of 
minor importance, who are seen to countenance the crime, to be degraded by not 
l^ing allowed to ait in the presence of the Agent d otherwise.* The objec- 

* 6ir VtlcdlM saps, ia bU wetk ea Cfalnl ladia:«**!■ fpetkiBg to thorn Nstivsi who 
eiuoyrd ivporior ruk nd vtstios under the tuthotity or ecMol of the Britiob Ooveramrat, I 
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tion made by Cbampnj WaJato be tried by Jbarqa Chirh I eonfideolly easert 
has been pr^duetire of the greatest benefit The Jhardjas ha?e opeii^ their 
eyes ; they no^ see that they will iaevitably be d^raded if this custom is 
continued, and especially they perceiYe that a detestation of the pimcdce has 
commenced throughout the conotiy. I have so laboured lately Co impress 
upon the Jharejas the indignation of the British Government against such an 
atrocity, sometimes by mildness and sometimes by stem denunciation, that 1 
am truly of epioion that a revolution has alresdy taken place in the minds of 
the Jhareja population, and that the resist will hereafier be manifest 

IV. -^The principle of the responsibility of the Chiefs for the conduct of their 
Bhyad and vassals to be strictly observed. This is according to immemorial 
custom, and, besides, the principle on which Colonel Walker framed his settle* 
menu, subscribed to by tlie Chiefs themselves. 

V. —The minute scrutiny by the census to be the test, and all Chiefs to be 
enjoined to grant their efficient aid to the census. 

V!.—On the occasion of Soongee's case being brought forward, there wss 
a petition on tlie part of some of the Chiefs, to the effect that if a general 
amnesty was given to the committers of the crime, they would engage most 
solemnly to discontinue it for the future. The same proposition was repented 
by the Jam in his letter which I bad the honour to forward on the 12th of 
this month, and has since been repeated to roe by many Jhareja and other 
Chiefs. I am disposed sincerely to recommend this measure to Goven.jient; 
punishment is resorted to, Jfon quia p€cc<ttum ttt, red nepeccetur ; thetefotu, if we 
have a reasonable hope of abolishing this atrocity by means of persuasion and 
collateral subsidiary enactments, the immediate resort to rigour is nrd expedient. 
1 have strong hopes that the pardon granted to former transgressors will enlist 
the people, not only the Jhareja, but other tribes, in our favour, and that such 
a feeling will give weight and efficiency to the measures of coercion, of which it 
will in future be necessary to make use, should determined ofTenders bedetected, 
and thereby secure, eventually, effectual success Co our exertions. I here owe 
an apology to Government for directly contravening their views, but I must 
throw myself on the indulgence of the Honorable Board. 1 am now advanc¬ 
ing opinions strongly opposed to the previously expressed orders of the Govern¬ 
ment, and, most probably, I am erroneous iu the view I take of this quesdon. 
The Government, in reply to a letter of mine, in which 1 deprecated the system 
of esponage, declared that, whenever a charge was preferred, or suspicion 
of a case of lu&nticide exists, inquiry should immediately follow, otherwise 
we can never hope to suppreas the practice.** In the Government letter of the 
9th July 1836, paragraph 5, the views of Government are more vehemently 

have alw^t expremed my homr st •df-inatofatioa, aad my hope that Uumsh tbdr Moeom ia 
•orie^ nul their dedre aot to outrage dw feeliagi of their Europcaa eoperiwe, it irould la tiiae 
be tboliihed. But with regard to lafurtieide, I have ever, who it wu mestioaed. lUUd my 
abborrsace of Ae warden that were eoaarittod aader the pies of this owge, sad rrfbesd to 
see tbofi who pmetiied it. Such leatiffleats were aever fouad to give efeace/’ 
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expressed as to tbe rigour to be pursued io ctsee of suspected In^Ucide!-* 
Captaio Lang’s rem^fk of the ueeessi^ of clear and rigorous examination of 
every case to which the smallest suspicion attaches, is, in the opinion of the 
liight Honorable the Ooveroor in Council, perfectly just*' I humbly confess 
myself to be of an entirely different opinion, bnt perfectly ready to carry out 
ilie views dictated by the superior wisdom of Government, to their lull extent, 
in the case of the Bight Honorable the Governor in Council adhering to 
the sentiments communicated to me so decidedly in the letter alludod io. Much 
as it would distress me to be obIi(^ to violate the sanctity of a Rajpoot 
(arnily, still I shall ever consider it my duty to obey the pMmoont orders of 
iny superior authority, in opposition to my own personal feelings. 1 therefore 
beg to iubmit to the wisdom of the Honorable Board the proposition that the 
period of two years, or such other time as Government shall decide, shall 
be granted to the Jbarqas and others in the habit of committing the crime, 
during which time no iovestigation shall be made either with r^ard to former 
or late cases, and that the result of the census at the termination of that period 
shall be the test. If Government, in its wisdom and benevolence, agrees to 
this proposition, the intermediate means to which I should wish to resort for 
the suppression of this enormity are kind treatment and persuasion, never 
losing sight of the exposition of the penalty in case of determined disobedience^ 
I have already experienced the immense benefits of personal coiqmunicatiou 
with the Chiefs, and I shall consider it a paramount duly for me to visit every 
Jharqa district, and hold an earnest and explicit conversation with the Chiefs 
as well as with as mauy of the lower orders, as I maybe able. It may appear 
inconsistent with the view of the question I have expressed throughout this 
report, r^rding the evils of domestic inquisition, for me to recommend tiie 
continuance of the census, which must involve inquisition to a certain extent. 
I should greatly rejoice were there any plan which seemed at all feasible by 
which this step might be avoided ; but, after the repeated breach of faith on 
the part of the Jbarejaa, it is evident that it would be trifling with the subject 
to rely on their promises, and no means exist but the census of ascertaining the 
fact of their having kept their engagements or not Besides, conciliatory 
conduct on the part of the censors, (oi^ of whom Government has already sanc¬ 
tioned, is to be a respectable woman,) and care in paying every attention to the 
feelings of the people which the nature of the case, will admit, will soften, as 
much as we have it tn our power, the evil which it is indispensably necessary 
to incur. The present censor, Moooshee Goolam Mahomed, is a man of 
integrity and seal ; but, to prerent as ftu* as we are able the chance of collusion 
or error, the consequence of which would be so &tal, such important interests 
being at stake, I should beg to propose the employment, for the present, of 
another cehsor oa\he same salary. By dividing the Jharsja districts between 
the two censors, and sending them to different districts each year from those 
they visited the last, the chances of mistake would be greatly diminidted, at an 
inconsiderable expense. 
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VlI.->The iMmUnce of the Rod of Katch, tbe he^ of the Jhorqo com- 
monity^ ii one of the meet eteentiol deeiderota toward* the sappreaeioD of the 
crime; and I am rejoiced to inform Oovemmeot that I hare in mj posaeeaioa 
traoelation of a private and confidential letter written by Hie Highneea the 
Rao, in anawer to a aecret application on the part of the Jam for hia advice 
aa to the conduct he was to pureue with regard to the praettee, on the renew* 
ed ndtice of the custom on the part of Oovemment. liiis document was for* 
niahed Co me by my friend^ Captain Bumea, in a communication in which be 
said that Hia Highneas wrote it in hia own hand^ and that the original draft was 
couched in for stronger terms, and that it was only through the ^vice of some 
of his dependants that be had been induced to dilute it Then note is as follows 

** You have asked my advice, through Mehta Toolseedas, about killing 
female children, to which the SiHur is making objections. My reply is, as to 
what you have written, I believe that if it was not an improper thing the 
Sirkar would not notice it, and if it u an improper thing bow can we agree to 
pursue it 7 My advice is this; when Colonel Walker arranged the affairs of 
this part of the country, 1 have understood that you entered into engagements 
pledging your Kowl* to maintain them. That pledge continue to respect; and 
you ought to adopt every measure accordingly, b^use the Sirkar it anxious 
that we do not violate the precepts of our Dhurm Sbasters. Such Is their wish, 
and we ought to entertain the same, and strive by all mean^to accomplish ?ood.” 

Here we have the very essence of successThe feudal superior of <ill the 
Jhareja tribe, an educated and intelligent young man, in the practice of justice 
and benevolence, addicted to no vices, with a warm desire for knowledge, and 
great and sincere attachment to the British Oovemment; His Highness being 
on the side of the great cause, we cannot possibly, if we judiciously take ad* 
vantage of our position, foil in the cause of hnmanity. At t have above said, 
a great revolution will necessarily be created in the Rajpoot community in 
Katty war by the entire suppression of Infonticide on the parf of tli:* Jbarejas. 
1 beg leave to propose that the general convocation of the Chiefs i f the Rajpoot 
race, sanctioned by Government, shall be held at BhooJ, in the presence of the 
Resident in Kutch and myself, where a plan can be distinctly drawn out for 
the conduct and observance of all classes, for the end of reconciling all dis* 
cordant customs, and fixing the social relations of the Rajpoot race in this 
part of the country on a secure and permanent basis. The first great object 
would be to iodnee the Chiefs to agree to a stipulation that they would give 
their dtughters to none who will not give their daughters in return in mar¬ 
riage to them. We cannot hope to Owlish that law among the Rajpoots 
which prevents any of a kindred tribe interchanging daughters, neither is it 
expedient; but we can surely obtain the fulfilment of the igreement I have 
now stated. We have the highest possible authority for such a regulation,— 
that of DO less a pertonage thu Rau Jeyaing of Amber, one of the noblest of 

* flelsmi word ot boaour. 
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tht Rajpoot race: be e:|erted bimaelf to the utmoit towards the extinction of 
thia alMminable practice, and enacted aomptaar; measures similar to those 
now proposed for the abolition of the custom. Colonel Tod sa^s, in his work 
on Rajasthan, as above quoted^'* Many virtuous and humane princes have 
endeavonred to check or mitigate an evil, in the mdication of which every 
parental feeling would co-operate. Sumptuary edicts alone can control it, and 
the Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of despotism to permit it to 
rule within their private dwellii^s. The plan proposed, and in some degree 
followed, by the great Jeysiog of Amber, might with caution be pursued, and 
with great probability of success. He submitted to the prince of every 
Rajpoot State a decree, which was laid before a convocarion of their respec¬ 
tive vessals, in which he r^;ulated the Daeja, or dower, and other marriage 
expenditure, with reference to the property of the vassal, limiting it to one 
year's income of the estate.'* This being made known to the Rajpoots here, 
would have the most beneficisl effect. 

Vni.^I now come to the last proposition which my judgment dictates to 
me to be submitted to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, to the 
end of the abolition of this iniquity; and I confess my implicit conviction tliat 
it is not only the best, but the only means by which Government has it in its 
power effectually and finally to eradicate the atrocious crime now under con- 
sideratioD. 1 mean education, mental improvement, and moral amelioration 
of the maes of the people,^ Virfvfa indoffatrix txpultrixqMe vUiorttn; and 
without which all our best efforts must be abortive. Among such a population, 
drowned in ignorance, superstition, and vice, what engine can be used to re¬ 
claim them ? As to the Jharejas themselves, any reasonable man would at once 
declare that no law could control their iniquity. The voice of conscience, the 
representative of God in the hearts of men, ** Oats umpirt** is entirely hushed 
in the breasts of these relentless wretches. To awaken within them this divine 
monitor, to wbaf earthly power am we appeal ? It is true that no one became 
infamous all at once, but it is equally so that no one sunk in the deepest abyss 
of iniquity can ever suddenly become virtuous, it has been well remarked, 
that ** when we look into the history of the world, two things are seen upon 
every page^man*s ignorance and man's wickedness." History presents another 
truth : the most ignorant individuals as well as nations have been the most 
vicious and degraded. The Jharejas tbemselves are a forcible example of this 
truth. The present condition of the world reveals slavery and misoy where the 
people are ignorant, and liberty and happiness where there is mental and moral 
light: where the mind b not improved by virtue and knowledge, it will be 
governed and debased by the passions and appetites, and employed in planning 
and executing that which destroys hippiness and prevents improvement. How 
far human suffering may be attributed to ignorance, or how many of the evils 
which have and do still exist among the inhabitants of the earth originated 
from ignorance, would be difficult to ascertain, but we know enough to be 
assured that the amount of suffering from ignorance is unmeasurable, and the 
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evils unmeMnrsbls. Ignonmee hu x>ot only mnlU|died evils by misapplying 
what is gooJ, but baa given an irntginary existence tnvnany of the most fear* 
*ful nature which have long distressed and enslaved the humim race. IgDoranee 
and error have always led to the commission of the most atrocious deeds 6( 
wickedness^ and to the habitiuil adherence to crime. The Jharejas, by a 
legend repeated by Colonel Walker, and preserved to tlie present day» give as 
an excuse for their iniquity, the sanction of a Rajgor, or spiritual preceptor^ for 
the unnatural practice; but it is well established, that a religion like theirs, 
bssed on the deepest superstition, will lead men to the worst and most im¬ 
pious actions. It has been frequently known that mothers have, under tlie 
influence of this species of siiperstitinus feeling, been induced to desire the death 
of their offspring, contrary to the wish of the fether. The following anecdote 
is related in Mr. Wilkinson's report on Infenticide. 

The following statement may, I believe, be relied on as a fact ; it was made 
to roe by the Rajgor Vukeel, by name Kondoo Punt Bhow, who is distin¬ 
guished amongst those about me for bis superior regard for truth ; his bent, too, 
was towards soflening the traits relatet). He told me that Thakoor Meghsing, 
a Chundrawut Rajpoot of the Rampoor family, and a connexion of the Rajgor 
Chief, had had four daughters; that lie had preserved two of these and des¬ 
troyed the others. That tite elder of tlie daughters preserved had reached the 
age of nineteen, but that he had been unable from his poverty to secure a suit¬ 
able match for the girl; that thia difficulty had appeared so great a calamity totlio 
Thakooranee, his wife, that she bad proposed to destroy the younger daughter 
by poison, who was still only five years old, to save her from the like disgrace 
of remaining unmarried affer reaching years of puberty. The Thakoor pub¬ 
licly and freely discussed the propriety of following the mother's advice, but 
that he, the Vukeel, on hearing the proposal, was horrified, and warned him 
against committing so cruel a murder, threatening him with the Agent's displea¬ 
sure. How perverted and how utteHy annihilated must all t^e best feelings of 
our nature be in a tribe where such a proposition could be not only entertain¬ 
ed by an individual of it, but deliberately canvassed in the community! What, 
except dire blindness and superstition, ** tontkm potmi nadert malanm ? 
People in this deplorable state of ignorance never can be expected to feel their 
proper relations either towards God or man. Not having their mor^ or 
intellectual nature developed or put in exercise by mental and moral instruc¬ 
tion, they are ignorant of any other happiness but that derived from the 
gratification of their lowest natures, their animal appetites and passioas. The 
principal cause, therefore, of this as well as of other human evils, is a sensual 
and diseased nature doxnineerixig over the moral and intellectual nature. If 
knowledge is of use in other communities, of how much greater benefit 
it must be to such a race, who, instead of knowing nolbifig, know nothing 
but what is bad. There never has been an instance since the creation of the 
world of any community, eatirdy devoid of knowledge and iostnictioD, being 
tn the practice of virtuous actions, or, indeed, not being in the habitual 
practice of bad. To expect, therefore, an exception to such a fact ia tba 
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inlAbitAnU of thu proVinco would be teBtafflOttot to eboodog at tbe tun. They 
htvey I fetfi enoogb to entwer for; bnt it it only to be wondered at, when 
their profound itata of ignmnee b cooaidered, that they are not a worte 
and more immoral race than they actually are. Hr. Wtlkinson, Aio has derot^ 
ed hb diatinguiabed taleota and indebtigable research to thia aubject, made 
a very important and remariLible diacorery, ria. that on the commiaaion of the 
atrocioua deed, tha Jharqa conaidered hlmaelf ao far polluted u to recjuire tbe 
purification uaed by Hindoos on tbe occasion of any offence being committed 
against hit spiritual rules, and that such was uanally performed by a present 
of food, Seeda to the Brahmin or Brahmins who were bis family 

priests. I made inquiries if that were tbe case in thia province, and find 
that such was the custom formerly, but, for purposes of concealment, it was 
never now resorted to. Tbe committers of tbe crime now, therefore, do not 
poaseu even tbe show of conscience. I need not dilate on such a aubject 
generally, but wilt bring it to bear on the present question in a more particular 
manner. Out of tbe twenty-eight Chiefs to whom Mr. Willoughby aent tbe 
proclamation, only eight or nine can read. Tbe Chiefs of Rajkot and Gondul 
have not the moet remote knowledge of that art. Two copiea were sent to 
the Jam, but be declared himaelf be had never read it, indeed, it would have 
been as much as he could do to have perused it in a day. The Chief of 
Qondul, when I aaked him, said he bad not beard it read, but that he had 
heard from hit minister that a paper had come from the Sirkar about female 
children.” The geneiality of tbe Jbareja Chiefs replied, that they had received 
the paper, placed it on their heads, and sent their salaams to Mr. Willoughby in 
return.” The poorer Chiefs, Talookdan of one village, never bad the procla¬ 
mation read to them, and, if they had beard it read, would have found diffi¬ 
culty iu comprehendii^ it without assistance. I have already in my report, 
dat^ the 1st of Hay last, brought to the notice of Govemment the deplor¬ 
able state of ignorance among the Chiefs of this province, their Bhyad, or 
brethren ; and unless Government ddiherataly r«olves to eitend die advan¬ 
tages of education over this community, no hope can be entertained 
of finally and effectually endicatiDg thia atrodoos custom. I have already 
exerted myself toward this object by disseminating copies of two small 
works in Ouserathee, which 1 origioally procured from my friend, Mr. 
Wilkinson. 1 hare distributed copies to every Jhareja, and many other Raj¬ 
poot Chiefs, many of whom eagerly accepted them. 1 have, with the assistance 
of the two Pundits whom I brought with me from Bombay, translated several 
different woriu into Guaerathee for distriburion among the Chiefs and such 
as will value them. A short history of the state of England, moral tales, 
grammars, spelling-books, fre. are already completed, and ready to he trans¬ 
mitted to Bombay to be lithographed. If Government will, in their wisdom, 
grant ao amnes^ towards this blind and misguided race, I will occupy my 
time in travelling over the province, addressing myself to the GhieA them¬ 
selves personally, caJliog up any latent good feelings which may still lie, 
riioagh dormant, in their breasts, exhorting them to adherence to their engage- 
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menu mi the pr«etiee of Tirtoe* By nich metna, even with the limited 
acqueiDtancc I poieeee of the meimere tod customs* of the DStiTes of the 
peDtnsQls, I feel coofideDt of gaioiog a large Dumber of converts to the caua^ 
of virtue, evft) if 1 should not succeed in eolirely abolishing the atrocity. In 
the letter dated 27th April 1836* from the Honorable the Court of Directors, 
it is clearly stated that * Mr. Willoughby^s report on the eflect of our measures 
for the suppression of Infenticide in Kattywar is highly creflitable to him, and 
is on the whole satisfectory. For, though it ^ows that the practice still prevails 
very extensively, it shows also that a great and progressive decrease has been 
produced by the efforts of the British Government It is impossible not to 
concur in the observations of Mr. Willoughby^ when he says that, * U> effect 
the complete extinction of the practice we must enlist the feelings of the com* 
munity on our side; we must, more especially in the first instances that are 
brought to light, avoid the danger of ex citing sympathy in favour of delinquents, 
thereby deterring persons from informing against them who might otherwise be 
disposed to do so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion with us, 
and inflict such penalties only as are likely to be recognised as just by the 
respectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity 
will be long retarded, or may altogether fail.' On these grounds we should 
have disapproved of the infliction upon the Chief of Rajkot (who was proved to 
have, in violation of bis engagement, destroyed bis female infant) of any severer 
penalty than that which you have imposed upon him/' 

This is the direct and most true policy. ** Truth prevails by delay ann expo¬ 
sure," end by a steady adherence to such principles the truth roust evt*ntually 
conquer. The principles upon which I propose to act are all in perfect 
accordance with the above-expressed opinion of the IlonoraMe Court, of 
which I shall never lose sight Again, let us consider the immense advan¬ 
tages we shall acquire by having effected this desirable reformstion by gentle 
means instead of violent! When its final abolition shall have been effected, 
the people will look back with astonishment at the wickedness of their fethers 
and learn to bless the British Government who bad conducted them by sure 
and firm steps to a state of virtue and happiness. 

19. I beg to refer you to my letter of the 1st ultimo, for the principles on 
which I wish to propose that the education of the natives of the province 
abould be conducted. 

20. Should Government concur with me in the view I have taken of the suIh 
ject 1^ will be expedient to make a few alterations in the proclamation issued in 
September 1834, which, I should airiest, should be in some measure modified. 
The eulogy to the Jam ot^ht, I think, to be omitted, and the reference to the 
state of the population in the other Talookai, which is in some cases erroneous. 
I see no objection to the issertioo of the renewed agreement of Jam Jussajoe 

* Vidf extriet fiott the BoaonUs Court's de^steh, gtven st ptfc 47^ of thii Selec- 
* tion. 

t Vide pegs 487. 
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of 1812t in which dliutoo ii made to the Shaetere, but the peoaltiee, in case of 
infraction of their eagdgemente for (he future, ought, in my o^ion, to be more 
diitinctly specified. I therefore append a draft of an amended proclamation 
(▼ide Appendix B), eoited to exietiog circumstancei, for the approval of the 
Right Honorable the Ooremor in Council. I also forward for sanction a 
draft of a circular letter (vide Appendix G) which 1 propose to issue to all 
the Chiefs, for the purpose of inducing them to meet me, and settle the subsi¬ 
diary arrangements consequent on the renunciation of the practice of Infuiti- 
cide. I consider that this meeting ought, as 1 have above stated, to be held 
at Bhooj, and all the principal Chiefs of Katty war and Rutch summoned to 
attend. 1 am confident of l^ing able to command the attendance of all the 
Chiefs interested on this side the Oulf; and I hope Government will use their 
influence with the Rao and the Chiefs in that country also to attend the 
assembly. The Resident in Rutch I hope will be addressed by Government 
particularly to lend his earnest and able coH>peration towards the measures 
now contemplated, for nothing but unanimity and activity can ensure success. 

21. 1 have the honour to append a statement of the state of the Infanticide 
Fund up to his date. (Appendix D.) 

22. I likewise annex, for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council, copy of agreements entered into by the Chiefii of Malwe, 
at Mr. Wilkinson's instigation, for the purpose of abolishing the crime of 
Infanticide. (Appendix £.) 

23. The censor has already left this for the purpose of taking the census 
of the province of Hallar, which 1 have every hope will be completed in a 
few months, when the result shall be laid before Government, with any remarks 
that may occur to me on the subject. 

24. The population of tiie peninsula of Rattywar is known to be very 
small in comparison with other tracts of country of a similar ei tent, and it 
cannot be doubted but that the custom of Female Infanticide must have tended 
in a great degree to this result The lower orders of Rajpoots are mostly culti¬ 
vators by * profession, or employ themselves in the other occupations of pro¬ 
ductive labour, so that the deficiency of women among so laige a tribe as the 
Jharejas must have done much mischief to the prosperity of the country. By 
the abolition, therefore, of this long-continued custom, besides the important 
service rendered to the cause of humanity and virtue, the British Government 
will confer a lasting temporal benefit on the inhabitants of this province. 

25. 1 am at present engaged in the inquiries alluded to in the 6th para¬ 
graph of my letter to Mr. Secretary Willougliby's address of the 12th of this 
month, respecting the other classes io the province who are addicted to this 
vice, but they are not at present sufficiently advanced to be of any service 
towards the geneml question, and will hereafter be brought to the notice of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. Erskiko, 

Political Agent. 


Pajticf, 30M June 1837. 
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P.S.—1 shall delay funuthing the Resident in Kotch with a copy of this 
report untd the receipt of the answer of Gofemcnenl as to whether my views 
are approved of, or not, by the Honorable Board. 


APPENDIX A. 

Extract from a Letter to C. E. Tbbtbltar, Cry., Deputy SAreiary to Govern^ 

ment, Fort WUliam ; dated 31 it Auguei 1836. 

The suppresMon of Infanticide appears to me by fut the most difficult subject 
that we have ever had to deal with in India : Suttees, or the immolation of 
children in the Ganges, were nothing when compared to it They simply 
required the fiat of the Government to put a stop to them in our own terrU 
tones; but even to check Infanticide we have to oppose not only sentiments 
which are strong enough to suppress the common feelings of human naturci and, 
I may even say, of the most savage wild animals, but to interfere in the most 
secret and sacred affairs amongst the higher classes of natives, of women ; for 
no one who has been a short time in India, and has used his powers of obser* 
vatioD, can have helped perceiving how scrupulously every man pretending to 
respectability refrains from any alluaion to his females, old or young. 

When I first came to Kutch ten years ago, I set out witli all the aeal of a 
new comer to root out tlie practice, but 1 soon discovered my mistske. 
The Mehtas, sent at my request by the then Regency, were either cajohd by 
false returns, or expelled from towns and villages, not only by the i*lassea 
charged with the crime, but by the other inhabitants whom long habit had 
taught to view the business with indifTerence, if not absolute apprt^bation. I 
next got the Durbar to summon all the Jharejas to Bbooj, and, pariiy by threat 
and partly by persuasion, arranged with them to furniib quarterly statements 
of the births within their respective estates. This plan I saw from the outset 
was defective, but It was the best I could hit upon at the mona^nt. It proved, 
however, an utter fiulure; witliin six months most of the Jharejas declared 
their inability to act up to their agreement, eren as far as r^rded their 
nearest relations. 

Several fathers, for instance, assured me that they dare not esUhlisb such a 
scrutiny regarding their grown-up sons, and the few censuses that were fur- 
nlshed I found to have been drawn up by guess-work from what maybe term¬ 
ed ^e tittle-tattle of the village. My next idea was, th^ as all the Jbarqas 
profess to be blood relations of the Rao of Kutch, they might be requested to 
announce to him as the bead of the tribe, as well as government, the fact of 
their wives being enceinte, and eventually the result This scheme appeared 
feasible to the ministers, but when we proposed it to the JJjareJa members of 
the Regency, they received it with feelings of equal disgust and horror. Two 
modes further suggested themselves of carrying our object The one to use 
direct authority and force; but that would, no doubt, be at variance with the 
spirit, if not the letter of the treaty. The other to grant a portion Co every 
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Jhar^ girl on her merriage. Hue latter sethod bad beea {wopoaed to the 
BomUy GoremiDeat^by xnj predeeeeaor (Hr. Gardioer)» bad been explicitly 
n^dred, and that uegatire bad been confinned by tbe Honorable Court of 
Directors; under these cireumstancei I was obliged to remain quiet. Sir John 
Malcolm came to Bbooj in March 1830. Me made a speech to the assem¬ 
bled Jharejaa on the enormity of tbe crime, and told them tbe English nation 
woidd force the East India Company to dissolve all connection with a people 
who persisted in it The Jharejas, of course, individually denied the chaige, 
but they afterwards inquired from me how the Governor could talk so to them 
at a moment when wa were courting the friend ship of Sind, in which cbild- 
tnurder is carried to a mnch greater extent than even in Kutch, for it is a well- 
known &ct, that iU the illegitimate offspring bora to men of any rank in that 
country are indiscriminately put to death, without reference to sex. Sub¬ 
sequent to Sir John’s visi^ en impostor of the nsme of Vijjia Bhutt went 
to Bombay, presented a petition to Oovemmeut setting forth my supine- 
ness, and offering, if furnished with some Peons, to do all that was required. 
This petition was referred to me to report on, which I did as it merited, and 
matters lay in abeyance till the young Rao was installed in July 1834, when 
he adopted the most decided step* to enforce that article of the treaty which 
provides for the suppression of Infanticide. He took a paper from the 
whole of hit brethren, reiterating thst stipulation, and agreeing to abide the 
full consequences if they broke it 1 officially promised the Itao our support 
in all his measures, and we have been watching ever since for an occssion to 
make a signal example; but the difficulty of tracing and bringing home such 
an allegation will be understood from this letter, and it would be ruin to at¬ 
tempt to do so on aocertain grounds and fail. I do, however, think that our 
best, perhaps only chance of success rests with the Rao, who is most sincere 
in his detestation of the crime and bis wish to stop iL 

I quite coDcus with Mr. Wilkinson that Infanticide is carried to an extent 
of which we have hardly yet a complete notion in India. Tbe Rao told me 
very recently, that be bad just found out that a tribe of Mnsulmans called '*Sum- 
mas,” who came origimdly from Sind, and now inhabit the islands in the 
Bunn, paying an ill-defined obedience to Kutch, put ail their daughters to death 
merely to save the expeose and trouble of rearing them. He baa taken a 
bond from all the heads of tbe tribe to abandon the horrid custom, but, as he 
jnstiy remarked, he has hardly the means of enforcing it. 

I bad no intention, when I took up my pen, of saying so much, but have 
been insensibly drawn on to tell you all I know of lufinticide in Kutch; of its 
origin, I can only repeat tbe general tradition of its being a scheme hit on by 
one of the Jharejis to ^vent their daughters, who cannot marry in their own 
tribe, from disgracing their families by prostitution. Tbe Jharejas of Kutch 
have, perhaps, adopted all the vices, whilst they have few or none of tbe saving 
qualities of Musulmans. No people appear to have so thorough a contempt for 
women, and yet, stnageto say, we often see the **dowsgers" of households 
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teluag dte latd ID boApQbUe,4wl|riri4antfkttmumigtl Ibea* Thm tmii 
are, liowefer^ (ha( women ere mo^y rkiooi; tiwl it Meet be eonfcMitJ that 
they here good caeae to draw tUa eeodimioa in Kotcb, is 1 etroegly 

aoapectthen ii hardly one clmste female* We can e&deratuMi the mee aaoogat' 
the Jhar^ gettiag reconciled to lafentieide, from beariDg it ipokeaef from 
their eery birtha aa a neceaaary and laadable proceeding; bat aeferat initaocea 
hare hetn told to ne where yoong mofriere, joat before married from other 
tribea^ and eren brought from distant couUriea, hare atreouoaily urged 
deMniction of their own in&nta, eren in oppoeition to the fetber’a diapodtioa 
to apare them. Thta ia a state of thinga for whic^I oonfeu I cannot offer any 
eiplanation« and which would na in a ti^sa or a abe wolf. 

(A true extract) 

(Signed) Hmar PoniKOam. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. Eiasriti, 

Politfeal Agent. 


APPENDIX B. 


Bt na BaiTiaB GomMunt. 
A ProcfesMlioa. 


1. Notwithatasdiiig the great aoiie^ ao often erinced on the pert of the 
Sirkar, concerning abolition of the wicked cnatom of killing female 
infaote» which baa ao long exiated in the prorince of Kattywafi itatill appearap 
from retoma of the populmioo of the Jhareju and otherip that this crime ia up 
to the present day committed. 

2i Mr. WiUongbbyp the late Political Agentp took the f^resteit intereat in 
thia auligectp yet the ftoflt appear to hare neglected bia benerolent adrica and 
the ordera of Ooremmeot 

3. Getting both Ood and man at defiance 
others hare peraerered up to thia time in thia atroci^. 

4. Ereiy penon poaaeieed of reaaoo knows that there ia an Eternal and 
Almighty Power on l^h, to whom erery mortal ia respooaible, and who will 
exact atiiet retribution from thoae who obtioately and wickedly tranagreaa hia 
laws, while he lores and protects all who obey hie word. 

6. To the good goremineot of the a&im of this temporal world it ia also 


, the JhargaSp and eren some 


requisite that in ereiy comaimity there should be a pamnount po wer . The 
rales and ordinancea rUibaritely settled hf such are binding M all who owe 
obedience to that power^ and who are protected by iti just lawV 
6. Tbe Qriti^ OoremoMot here inibriDa the perpetratoca of this crime 
that it is DO longer poasible to aet the lawa of Qod and man at de fiance, and 
that Oorernment ia determined to take rsaolate atepa to abolish this ioifmQr' 


fOo 
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ud to ittempt to brii^ ^ Jhorejos tad Aooe iriio oovtinoe the oomMietiota 
of the eriine to ru»A end to Tirtoe. 

7. The etapi which Ae Oopernmeot tre raohed to pome iowvde 
tbii end btTO been oommttiikated to the Chieft, and afe now deekrad 
irreroctUe. 

8. The Britieh Gorereaeot, tAiag ista coanderetion Ae faehita end 
coftoiM of the differeDt caitee, haa detennioed on boldiag an aaemUj of the 
principal Bajpoot Qde& tor the parpoae of recoDciUDg an^ difierencei, and of 
coneertiDg a aenaiUe ayatem of aodal latcrcuorae to be decided upon bjr the 
Chieb themadrea, taking mto their aeriooa co&sideratioo the iDtereata of their 
reapectire tribea and brouerbooda, aaaiatad by the Britiah Ooremment’s 
repreaeotatire. At thia meetup every argumeot can be discuaaed and all 
circnmatancea and all opiniona listened to and decided npon^ in a temperate 
tod impartial manner, so that the intereata of no party can poaaibly suffer. 

9. The Britiah Ooremment baa no desire to intrude on the privacy of 
any Rajpoot bmily further than the intereata of truth and of justice require; 
for whi^ reason the Government intends to discontinue the system of inqui¬ 
sition into private families, with the exception of the cenaora, and to give the 
Jhareja tribe, and otheri who are in the habit of perpetrating the crime of 
child-murder, a apace of time, including two years from thia time, to renounce 
thia atrocious practice. A strict scrutiny of the state of the population shall 
be kept up, mi at the end of that period, if it shall be evident that the 
custom has not been distinctly abandcmed, the British Ooveroment intends to 
resort to the lut extremity of condign punishment. 

10. By the parental settlemenU ^ the illustrious Colonel Walker, by 
whose means the estates of all the Giiaaaias were guaranteed to them, it was 
settled that every Chief should be leaponaible for the behaviour of his 
Bhyad. This rule can never be departed from* 

11. Sbonld the Jhareja and other Chieb who allow tUa wickedness to be 
eommitted, atUl peraevere after this amoua remoastrance, they are hereby to 
know that the penalty affixed is entire loss of Girasa and degradation m the 
eyes of the community. Every Chief shall forfint bis estate, and no Jhareja 
shall be allowed to aj^woach the Sirkar, except at a dtstanee, and with 1^ 
aboea off, like a Dher. 

12. These orden are irrevocable ; but let every one know that those who 
respect the rules of Ooremment shall be for ever upheld, aad evety indulgmce 
shall be shown to those who continue in a good and virtnour course. 

18. The British Govenuneat obeerves widi muck satisfaction the conduct 
of the Drappa Bbyed, who have preeemd as many daughters as tens. It is 
greatly to be hoped Ihet this Bh^ hat the booonr of beii^ tiie first to set 
the firtnona example o (heving renounced thia horrid sin; bwt akonld any bmi^ 
fiffiy or wiekediMM, Imve still eommitted tim oime, tel him be aware of 
the ptfmWiiheiBeva, end le# him pcuiae a comee of virtne m ebediSDoa to 
tka kw of Ae Bhmtari and of the Sirkar* 
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14. ThU PMdft&aticn is to be reed to every Telookdv to tbe preieoce of 
bis whole DitriMT, Bl»f»il,iod others prewt ot the HooftKW^ lod oU Korbereee 
•re strict^ eqouied to hove it raed aai eiploined to the Thtkoon tod others 
oooeenMd^ lod Oovemmeot will Dot overlook the neglect of Korbeme oa 
•Qch • subject 

Here will fidlow the red e wed eogi g spsots entered into with the Jem in 1613. 

(Signed) Jamdb EnsitKip 

PoUticiI Agent 

Kattywar PoHtieat Agents Office, Ibykot, 30tA /ims 1837. 


APPENDIX C. 

OircsZar. 

It wis with the deepest c^icem the British Govenment first heard of fexotle 
child'murder in this province. Conceiving it a do^ to the Maker and Giver 
of all things to inquire into the truth of it, they have accordingly done so. 

It is very painfiil for the British Government to learn how often the clear 
and eJC|N*esi law of the Hindoo Shasters has been broksDi and sdll more pain- 
fill to know that thoee ftvoured by God with the govemmeot and care of hia 
people should not only have forgotten to warn them against and pnnish them 
for every transgression of his law, but have, on the contrary, set themeehes up 
in opposition to whet they bdieve holy writings, the Shasters, and hav4^ per¬ 
severed in the actual commissioa of the practice at which all reasonable men 
will shudder, as highly ofiTeosiTe to the Bewarder of good actio >s and the 
punisher of bad. 

The Tslookdars of this province have unfortunately not been hi the habit of 
quali^ring their children by educatioD to read the Shasters and judge for them¬ 
selves, so as to be in all cases able to discharge the heavy duties of guiding 
tbrir families and subject! towards educatuig themselves igreeably to the will 
of the Supreme Rul^ of the Wrorld, who hM sj^inted them uncearin^y to 
vrani his people from rin by persuarion, and by punishment make them remem¬ 
ber him and fear to oSeod him. During 6,000 yean that God has been 
pleased to furnish (he world with a history, many examples have occurred of 
fajB di^ileasure having been drawn down ca man for the purpose of punishing 
him for the disregard of the law made to guide Um. Many instances can be 
brought forward power taken from princes who had taisnsed it, for the pur- 
poee of deterring princes from masrale, sod although the power of the Bqjpoots 
may not have been diminished, they cannot assart they have kept the word 
of God or stodied to please him, and laboured to stamp on the character of 
their salqects the virtue required by all to be a snigect to his kingdom; on 
the c<mtrary,the SiAar cannot fefrtinfrmn beingalarmed attbedsounciationi 
from Heaven igiiut a practice utteriy r^ognast to goodness and mercy, 
and aQ the kind affections bestowed by God on his people; and altbou^ 
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aamfiwtation of hk wrstbhu been tOl k ctnnot bo expected 

■0 to coatinae nnlese fhejr coMe to greet e Tiolctbn of bk difine kw. 

Impreiied with the mpooeiUity of the eitutioo i& which it bee pleeeed 
God to place tiue Sirkar, it entmie the Jhirgie not to reel eatkfied with 
following the coftome of their kthere, bot to exambe them, and eoiiTuice 
tbemMlvee that they are m etrict cooformity to the law of Ood; for if not, they 
are moet certainly diipleaang to him, and eare to be Mowed by lerere 
pankhment. Let all Chiefi edacate their children, and teach them to read 
their Shutera, end aee what they ought to do to obey the law of Ood and to 
maintain their eetatee m their ancient proeperity. 

There may hate been eome caueee which M the Jharejai many hundred 
years ago to commit the horrid practice, bot tbeie can nerer exkt now, and 
there can be no difficulty in any Jhareji, Jhalla, Jaitwa, Gobel, Wagella, or 
Pirmar Rajpoot procuring wiTee for hk sous, and huebandi for hie daughters, 
of a condition of life similar to bis own; some few trifling obstacles, bowever, 
stand b the way, and reqaire remoral. Thk can be done without interfering 
in any way with the rules of the Rajpoot community. The Political Agent 
begs you, therefore, to reflect most seriously on thk important subject, and 
inrites you to meet him at Rajkot (or whererer determined upon), for the pur¬ 
pose of proceedit^ to Bhooj (or Noggur, whicherer settled), where an 
assembly of all the Rajpoot Chiefs shall be held to consult and deliberate 
upon a remedy for t^ great sin of child-murder. Many Chiefs of this 
prormce are doubtless followers of good, but still thw presence k also greatly 
desired, for the custom of giving daughters to those who will not gire theirs 
in return, and of the Jharejas being obliged to spend so much greater a sum 
of money on the marriage of their daughters when they do preserre them, 
appears to be a hindrance to the preserration of female mfimts; and the wise 
and the humane may, after full discussion and deliberation, be enabled to 
move the assembly bj Tirtuous feelings to make such rales among the 
Rajpoot community in Kat(ywar,^so that the tribes may without difficulty 
exchange their daughters, and by wise arraj^emMits remore all obetaclee^a 
work which wiD be highly pleasing to Ood, and therefore highly gratifying to 
the British Oorernment* 

(Signed) June Eesuke, 

PolHiqal Agent 

Kattywr Political Agentt Office^ Rajkei, SOtk Jw 1837 * 
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log in o oim of Lt&stiado oommittod^b^ 

JbM^ 8 oot^ Cfairf of B^kot. it p«r nrii immwt 
order cUtod 2Dd inao 1835 . Bo. 1.000 0 0 


CtnW om.... Be. 1.000 0 0 












































niTTBuirTT or mrAMncam nr 


IgdS. BnQ$ht fyrmri.... Bt. U 

SI Juij. Amount paid to Mditik /odoom, dated 


11 » 


0 0 


SadJuM 1S35... 900 0 « 

Ditto* EraiMOAof Tiibvte ditto 040 0 0 


SI Ang. Ditto to Bnldone Poony|ie, ooA BawuM AgQ^» fw pro* 
Hmag thar daaikt^ oi par Govenunoit otAct dated 

29^ Kdfoteiat iCT4. 

SO Sept* pitted Boward to ^e undermeftttooed Aarejaa for pf^ 
larrbg their daaghtera* aa per OofmoMBt ordm dated 


22Bd Noreote 1S34| vi 

Jhar^ Lockajee Hoonjee. 150 0 0 

Ditto WMgjM Boop^. 40 0 0 

Dkto Abhanjee... 50^0 0 

IKtto Bbimjee .. 150 0 0 

Ditto Bubl^ee . 40 0 0 


1 Gold Cbaia to the jonng Chief of 
O owre ed oTj aa per Goremment 
order dated 2iid Jue 1835 .... 750 0 0 

SI Oct. Ditto* Bewwd to the nndemeotionad JhatQaa ibr pitaerr* 
ing thdr danghten, aa per Oorenmeat order da^ 24th 


Norember 1834i ?ii 

Jbar^a Bbawajee Toajee .. ]d0 0 0 

Ditto Abbarajee. 40 0 0 

Dkto Veaaajee . 40 0 0 

IKtto Bhawajee . .. 40 0 0 

IHtto Je^bhae... 40 0 0 

Ditto AUenjee . 40 0 0 

Ditto Locka^ . 40 0 0 

IHUo Ooonajee . 150 0 0 

• 

Amount paid to tbe oodemuwitioiiad Jbirejaa, aa per Qo- 
?fln»st order* dittos vii 

Jbenja Khengef^. 40 0 0 


M<l M 


31 Dee. Amoiat paid aa reward to Mehta Jedooraa* ibr uduig in 
dateetug a eaae of lolMitkida committed bj Jkareja 
Verejee of Kheruen* aa per Govenmnt wier diM 

Oth October 1835. 

1838. \ 


31 Jaiu Sftto Jbaieja llcroc^ for iraerriiig two daa^ten* ea 

perOoriraaMiBtecd«d«tedSMN<wa)N!r 1834 .... 
IMtto BjOTwe Bh^ie^ of OegidBl. fcr wmaga 

' egpnmfifii$d$agh$er, mpm GovaipMit>rdir dated 
Mud Norember 1834 . 350 0 0 


Carded over. »«• Be. 250 0 0 


1«746 0 0 

* 60 0 0 


1*180 0 0 


520 0 0 

140 0 0 

800 0 0 

40 0 0 

4*488 0 0 
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. li. 8$0 0 0 
» Jo. B«aMiiorf2&pee«iii.ftoB^Trihii« 
fcr OoBTot 1890 lo TdoMar^t 
Sotood woorec, •• bmA ipprob^ 
tun of OoT<mD«nt> ii per . 395 19 0 


30 Jane. Ditto Jlur^ Kn^jee, te pruerrug fltt dtn^km aa per 

dHto. .. .... * 

91 Jolp. Dilte ditto DMa^Bpeeaitte 

IKlto dicta lote^ ^tto 

Ditto ditto Ytteii^ dkto 

Ditto ditto Mnekonjoe ditto 


40 0 0 
150 0 0 
40 0 0 


30 Sept Ditto ditto Koenejeo ditto .... 

IKtto ditto Harkajeo ditto .... 

1837. 

28 Feb. Ditto JberejoPoebiojoe. for defrejingmir* 
rM|o-eTp«nM ^ hie deofbter. w per 
OoreraaMt order doted 22ad Nor. 1634. 
Ditto ditto ibr proeerviiif two dengbtere. 


40 0 0 
40 0 0 


200 0 0 
40 0 0 


31 Mar. Ditto Komu^ ibr the uniage ot bia 

daughter... 

Ditto Mooloojee ditto . 


200 0 0 
200 0 0 


30 ApriL Dkto Puebanjee^ for pneerviog three daogbtera 


4460 0 9 


645 12 0 

348 2 10 
20 0 0 

230 0 0 

80 0 0 

240 0 0 

40> 0 0 
1>0 0 0 


6.594 14 10 
Bakaeo... 1.08.930 7 4 


Total ... Ropoei 1,15.625 0 2 
(Enon excepted) 

(Signed) Jamso Emkiiti, 

• Political Agent 

KaUywxr PolUieal ApciUk Ofm, S^ghoi, SOtk AprU 1837. 


APnNDIX £. 


JiaobUiom pas$ed bg tin several Rgai and Jttgpcat Cki^ C^ken ammhled 
at Chapahent bg Mr* fPSItneoa^ tin PoUkcal Agent at Bhopmd) far 
better carryiag into ereeuticn tin arder^eened by tkeat^ prakibUtng Feeble 
Infantidde wUkin tiw eeterai Territariee; tin abject aftkm Raolniioni 
tAe rmoaal ef On enme mUdt load to Infanticide. 

] • The chief canae which haa led Bqpoota to daatroy their deoghtera ia 
that aeveral Ouailiet of Bajpoote wiQ recei?e in mairiage the daagbten of 
Rajpoots of eereni other tr{be 4 hot they tttoM to gire to them their own 
daughten ia Mtam. Tb^ thus are redoced to dUficiilQr in getting what they 
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4bem m Mitable mttcb for Am Coder diii fhiried diffioil^ they 

deitroyed (beir daogbtm oo tbeir birdu Ob thk accomt it bee now been 
reeolr^f that emy Bqa and Chief riiaH tme in Ui own Ibniti an mjtmeti(»» 
that no Bi^poot ih^ gire hia daughter in marriage to another who ia not ready 
to gire him hia dai^ter in retora \ bat to giro hia daughter in mirriage in 
thoae familiea who will gire him their dangfatm* 

2. It hia been* already rea^red that any R^poot who abiQ deatroy hia 
daoghtericBhall be deprired of hia patrimonii ri^ta, and ezcommnnieated, and 
tbeae penaltiei donbdeealy will be enforced upon aoeh an offender; but he alao» 
who after preeenring hie dangfater ahall take any money from hia aon-in^law 
ihall be excommunicated; if he ia poor and deatitnte of meane, let hia &mi]y 
and fricoda gire him aaaiatance to enable him to marry bb dat^hter auit* 
ably to hb name; if deatitnte of powerihl fnende, let the Raja and Chief in 
whw territory he reaidea gire him aaabtaoce and |tforide for the marriage of 
hb daughter. 

3, Bhata and Cbanina hare daima from of old againat Rejpoota on the 
occaaion of their marriage. We hereby fix a maximum of what b to be paid 
to them according to the rank and circucnatancea of Rajpoota, rb 


By Rajas to each Bbat and Charun.Ra. 1 0 0 

By Thakoora of rillagea to ditto . 0 8 0 

By Rajpoots bolding renbfree lands to ditto «••«•••• 0 4 0 

By poor Rajpoots in serrice, as Sepoya, to ditto. 0 2 0 


No more than the fees as abore fixed are to be giren by any Rajpoots on 
occasion of marriages. Thb b to be the coatom: if any Rajpoot, from a deaire 
to procure a good name, wbh to gire more, let him do so on any other day. 
Againat hia ao doing there b no prohibition. 

Tbeae three resolutions hare been unanimonaly passed; let each Chief carry 
them into execntion in bb own estate. This b to be the rule.—26th January 
1636, corresponding with the 8ch of Maba Shoodhee of 1893 Sumrut 

(Signed) RawvL Morns Siko, ^f Rajgnr. 

DvwAit Sbbsx Siko, of Khelcheepore. 

Raja Hunwokt Siko, of Nnrsingur. 

Babbsuill Raja Babadoob, of Hnkaoodangnr. 

Tbabooe Chfitbb Laul, of Agra. 

Tbaboob Satukt 8xko. 

Tukbbr Siko, on part of SooaurBCLL Tbaboob, of Gagomee. 

Tbaboob Tukbbb.^iko. 

KooBifyuB 8 iko Ikdra Siko. 

Mababasa BunwoKT Stio, of SortoUu 

* 

(True copy) 

(S^ned) J* SasBiKi, 

Political Agent. 
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APPEKDIX F. , 

Prom tbe Pounour Aosirr av RajkoTi 

To Moofun Gbooiam Hasomvo. 

« A^Atfp23rtf/M#t83C 

1. The Bight HocumUe the Oovereor la Coendl heniig been pleeeed to 
direct e cenem to be token of the JbeRgo tribe of Rejpoote in K^^woti I 
hoTOy in coQsiderttioB of the chorocter yoo beofy tad yoor genenl ioteUigenoi^ 
selected you os the egeat for corryiog this order into effect 

8, The object of obtaining this census is to bcUitate the complete inppree 
•ton of the nnnotarol crime of Female lafiuitieidey which bu prevaUed omoi^ 
the Jborqo tribe from time immemoiiaiy although itsdbeontinuanGe was pro¬ 
vided tor by engagements entered into by the Chieb twenty^five years ag04 
There cany howeTer, be ao doubt that the barbarous practice still exists to 
a very considerable extent 

3. I rely both on your sealy and the detestation with which you mnst view 
so inhuman a customy to discharge the important duty confid^ to you with 
the utmost diligence and circumspection ; yon must Im aware that ^ving no 
claims for employment on account of previous servicey yon are nominated to 
the situation now bestowed upon you solely under the impreesioa that you are 
the fittest instrument at my command for carrying into effect the instructions of 
Government; yon will, however, distinctly understand that your appo.utment 
is merely provisional, and that its ultimate coz^nnation will entirely depend 
upon the manner in which you acquit yourself of the trust repoead in you« 

4. I have directed all the Native records connected with the sulgeot of 
Infanticide to be transferred to your custody. These include a census of the 
SODS and daughters of the Jbarejas taken in 1633, which you should study with 
care and attention. 

6. Annexed is the form in which the census of the Jharej| population is to 
betaken, specifying~ 

I. The District 

II» The Talooka ^ to whidi the censos applies. 

III. The Village ) 

IV. The number of Jhareja families, 1,2, 3, Ac. 

V. Male adnlta; the tribe subdivided into three cltssei,—** Widowers,** 
<< Harried^ and Unmarried.** 

VI. SnbdivisioD of the tribe to which each bdongi. 

VII. Bank, profeasioo, or occupation. ^ ^ 

VIIL Male children; spect^ring titeir names, ages, recent caqnalties, and 
causas theraot 

IX. Female Jbaie^ dividad into four dasses,-**" Widows,” ** Harriad,” 
*^Betrothed/*aad **UDbetrothed,”aad specifying their names, agee, to 
whew married,see wt cnenalties yi j from what causes these oomveA 

X. A eolama for remarks. 

71 a . 
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t* T^iodkm in Btttjwv bel^my to thio tribe. 

Tbeoonni for endt iot^^be taken •apuntelji eommeoch^ wiSi die dietrictof 
lUjkot. IneUj^TkcdMibetieiefery memWoftbetribe baarted in tberegiM 
ter ehooU be leea b^ yoe ^ibot in acne beteneee^ diher froQi ibe eteenceof the 
p^itj or ibme oMr eeuao, due preeeodoD umj not be ftndUe: jon Will note 
down eo6b ihdeoeea at tbej oceor» and the citee of the pardee sot appeariog. 
Indtpendeot of the^UetKete more peetaKarij bdongnig to the Jhtr^ae, ftniliee 
of the tribe are loattered alt o?er Kattjwar; yoa will eodei^oQr to trace cwt 
theee familiea and ecnbodjr them in a Apmte regleteT, aceordiag to the 
fcueral foim, bat Wi& an additional colomn contaiidog die namee of the 
placee from which they origioally emigrated. 

7. Although yon wiD bear in mind that it ia an object of importance that 
the cefttne ebould be completed at early at practicable, you am to underetand 
that entire accuracy in fluiing it b an object of etill higher importance; you 
ibould, therefore, proceed alowly and careAiIly,io order to troid the errori and 
omiiaiona that Would ariae by performing the duty with too much eipedition. 

8. Encloaed is a letter to the Chief of Rajkot, apprising him of your ap¬ 
pointment, and requesting bis aid in obtaining the census. When the register 
of Ibis district hu been completed, yon will bring it to me for inspection, after 
which you will be instructed to what district you are neat to proceed. 

d. In your eomraanications with the Jharejas, you will be careftil to 
respect tb^r ctMtoms and not to offend their prejudices; you will carefully 
aroid all unneceatary interference with them, eonSoing youmlf to the eioiple 
duty of aecertaining with aecafacy the required census. It is unnecessary to 
add, that the priracy of married life is to be held sacred, and every precaution 
taken not to excite the jedoosy of the tribe. In the event of tny opposition 
being offered to the measure under contemplation, you are to endetTour to 
overcome the same by persuasion alon^ and'if ^s foil, refor to me for 
instructions. 

10. Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Ooremment against 

Infantidde, to wbidi, during your circuit, yon will give every pnUteity, more 
particularly among the inferior membera of the tribe, to some of whom it may 
not otbeiwise he communicated. In doing this you wiO impress on their 
attention the fixed resdve of the British Ooeemnuot to suppress the custom 
ofhrfkotidde, end to pmtish with tim utmost severi^ thoas who aro still 
guilty of it, in violatkm, not only of tiie laws of and man, but dso 

of speeifie ef^agemenm eduiteily enfmd into by thsnmelw fi^ its 
renunciation. ^ , 

11. ]^ ait iuigUiM foat whore the practiee b stiD adbaiad to, yew may, by 

yoar aaertions, d^eet the delioqoeots? and in all caaes Where sUipteion arisea 
of foaevuns bean perpswated, the atmost c M c eawpan tieo on your part 
WW lar dnd yon immediitdy apprise me dbe e t of the nme, 

WftMM tfiy 0 ^ persoW of Ik* nepinhw axMiV Tea aie 

authorised to hold oat, in general terms, liberal fSmittt miff pnmmM of pr^ 



Uedotk io iofiwmM »g»mrttkm cwmittht ^ jFOtt 

wiU ^opt M ittewart# ohtitnftr witboot^fit li^iiBgitn 
12, Sbovid li cove to jfovr knowlodgo tlMiAiiy.4k|^V^vii(^|^jprii|e^^ 
hii dugliteie doec not povett the me>p> of defr^ring liie ogpmip ^ 
iQAjnAg^ yoO wiH coBBumkete the leme to m% witboiit» kagprcfy^ Ibo Ant 
ifwiaaoe bokiiog out to the puty eo ntetlod the oipcotgUpv ^ f^qtipifg 
pecaoieiy eid. * 

13« Yopr eppobtmc&t will tike effect from the let July; yoor oelery 1^ 
been fixed mt Re, 60 per meneem, with eAedditaooof Re. lQ.betUwbea 
obeant from Bejkot. A peoo ie to be ettecbed to yoo, end itetbaery eoppliod 
from time to ^me from the Ageocy Store*. 


No. 386 OF 1837. 

From J. Emkikb, Eeq.» Political Ageot at B^kot^ 

To J. P. WiLLOcoBBTf P^l* Secretary to OoT«rameot» Bombay. 

Cfmp, wear iVoMini^yar, 28t6 S^tmber 1837. 

SiRj—I have the hooonr to forward a letter from my Flrat Aaaiataat, Captain 
Lang, frbich 1 beg the fovour of yoor laying before Ooreroment, with an 
apology on my part for intiudiog pnrate differeocei of opinion npon the time 
of the Honorable Board. 

2. The retaona which may plead my excuie are two ; Irti that i conm* 
der all Captain Lai^'a auggeettooa are deaerriog of great attention, and for 
that puipoae ebould be teen in the clearest poanble point of view ; in cusi 
therefore 1 hare perverted bia tneening, I sineerely desire that all focility 
abould be given for placing it In improper light; and 2Mdfy, that, ai the 
charge advanced againat me by Captain Lang, of" having taken such notice 
of bia eoggestion aa to be scarcely calculated to convey a conect imprewioa 
of the circumetances under which it was offered,ie, I consider, of rather a 
aeriona natare, and under the rdativepoaition which Captain Lang and my self 
occupy towards each other, I am anxious that the Right Honorable the 
Ooveroor in Council should be enabled to judge whethm* such charge is 
well grounded. 

* 3. 1 have already, in my general report on In&nticidef stated the reasopa 
timt induced me not to forward to Government the letter in qneatton in the 
fimt instance, and 1 do not deem it necesfary for me here to disclaim all inten* 
tiona of pervemon, nndl I hn^e reason tobillleve that the Bight Honorable 
tjto Go^snor in Councff lyinridos wU^vaptainIiiiagin ^thatoy 

wxitMags bad taodenqy. 

I,bare the honour to ba, Ac. 

< (Signed) J. Enaun» 

f eftifo s f /BslitPMl Agit 

fiiBPj H 9 f mr jgi4k ApMAsr 1887. 
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From Certain W* JUunh AacUimt PoUtktl Agents 
To J. EBaEim^ Eaq*» Political Agent ia Kat^war. 

Poor^dgr^ 6ik 8tp$mlm* 1887. 

8ia,-*-Adv«rtiag to yoor report *oq Female lofanticide, wldk a penual 
of which poo latelp faroored me, I have the honoor to reqneat that, if pon have 
so olvfectioQ, poo'will do me the kmdneee to forward a oopp of Ae letter 
n which I laggriifri the eopediesep of tome kiod of isqoirp bmi^ held 
is caeee of the death of Jharqa inikatafrom premature \^rih, usee it in^eara 
to BM that the DOtka which poo take of thia meaaure intbelOth or Iltb 
paitfrai^ of poor report ie aeareeip calcdatad to conrep a correct impreadon 
of ^ circomitascea osder which the raggeatm waa ofiered, aod I am oato* 
rallp aaaioua that a meaaure, which I admitted to be aomewhat harth, and 
whidi poo cosaider ao much more to, ahould not ba brought forward widiout 
a ftiU atatemest of the ground upon which it waa founded. 

Although it map be deemed auperfluoua after the leoiest meaiurea which 
pott hare aoggeeted in your report, adU, to prereot any miaccucepdoo, I beg, 
ID making thia reqoeat, diednedy to diactaim the alighleat wiah to pram the 
edopdoo of the propoaal which, at the time and under the circamatancea 1 
siade it, I deemed it mp duty to oSar for conaideradoo. I aball be truly 
delighted to aee any further coercire meaaorea than thoee now in operation 
withheld &r the present, and oofeigtiedly happy if they can be erestodly dia- 
penaed with. 

1 have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

^ Aaaiatant Political Agent, 

Prom C^taia W. Lairo, Aasietant Political Agent, 

To J, Eaasina, Eaq., Political Agent in Kaitywar. 

14a April 1837. 

Sia,—I have the honour to anbmit my proceedioga in original in inTead** 
^dog a charge of Female Infiuitidde au^)ected to have be^ committed m 
the Busily of Jbareja Bawejee, brother of the {Hincipal Oireaata of the Bh^oor 
Telooki, Rajkot Bhyad, about a year and a half ago, and repor te d to m» 
ahortly prerioua to your arrival,^ .Moontbee Ooolam Maboseed. 

8. 11m cireomataodal eridMceiothia caae la eery atr<Mig, althoogb entirely 
QQ the Uaebooda, eeimona, aod eontradiedona contained to the evi* 
demaa of the difikrent women who hate bees examined. Bawajea’a mottier 
etate^ that the umbilical cord wu cutbp tha mother of the inlast hereelC and 
that it aonived tiQtbe etening of the dap after it waa bociL ShameciOe, the 
aliTe gtfi, iapa, abe cut the cord, and that the ebiU died saxl mondng jutt 
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aftir taariae^ Had w» to daal irilh ptofk ot isteUigaoMi tUt itpoa aredd 
be ilmoet eoffident to eoimace w, tbU tite oabilieil Ari wm Mt aepaimted 
iff eMbar, lod tihat the ehild did not die eidm ta Ae oionut^ or Qm evaoiof 
of tbe feUowiag daj. Tba infiwwea wcrald tV", tt e fanily in wbkb IiifiuH 
tactda b known to be Ibe evtom^ ba, that tbe iabat had h&en pot to daatt 
and tbe aftar-hirth nam a^«ratad frM it at all When to d^ia ia added tbe 
da(«i(bation abown by Bw Sam of Paaptji, Ooolaaa B6amoo and QnlU4 
and Dooda Khan, tbe hiuband of tbe tatter, who could nothe?a been ignofant 
ofit, to concaal the birth of tba infant altogether, it b noat diffioait to aadd 
tba eonchiaion that tbe iDhumao crime was really committed. 

3. When tbe character of tbe people, however, with whom we have to do 
U taken into coniidentton, tbe certain conviction mtut be reduced to itrong 
•ovptdott. We have only to admit that Bawajee*a mother and the alava girl, 
Shamooree, may have foigottcD tbe two pointa in which they differ to widely, 
vis. who tiiiat^ tba woman in her labour, and at wbat time ttia child died ; 
and than, when we racoUect the dread which euch ignorant people ae thaae, 
most have to acknowledge die birth and the aobaequentaariydeath of a Jbtrqa 
female, in caae of unfavourable ioferancaa being drawn from tbe very (act, we 
cannot deny the poaaibility of the tale eventually told of the premature birth 
and conaequent natural death of a daughter being tbe true one. It mutt alao 
be added, in bvour of thia view of tbe caee, that after the first denial of any 
knowledge on the aubject, every one of the women whose depoaition baa been 
taken admits that the child wu born alive and llred for aonte time; that 
Bawajee'a mother and tbe al&ve girl, Shamooree, without havi^ m all pro* 
bability made up the etory, aa the latter appears to have been aeiit in to deny 
the birth, give exacdy the same account of the means taken to preserve the 
child, vis. wrapping it up in cotton and trying to give it a little molasses and 
water, and more than all that, Bawmjee, its father, was at the time absent in 
Jballawar, and as he is not in difficult circumstances, and there was noticing 
urgent to take him there,* it is not likely, that be would have chosen tbe time 
of his wife's beic^ on tbe eve of confinement to have left home. 

4. Under these circumstances, and with reference to the neceeiity which 
exists to have some direct proof in order to convict a man of so serious a 
crime, I am not of opinion that anyUtiog further should be done in this esse 
than to insist upon Jbareja RhaSabhaee's rmwing hti engagement for hie 
brother, and calling upon the latter to furnish two seenritiea of his own rank 
in life against the eommiewon of the cn^ of Inhntieide in his &mt!y 
hereafter. More precaution, if posdble,^d&uld be taken in cues of this 
kind than any other, Id guard agabst ttie posAili^ of an innocent man 
being punished, as, independsmiy of the gross injustice of tb^act itself, nothing 
could tend more to enlist tbe feelings of Ae public Arongh Ae sufferer egainst 
Ae pfoeacution of oAarq (be Ae for s^ch be had been unjustly puniA* 
ed, and Ass A do an ioealcBlaUe deri of ii^ry to the success of the ca n ee 
wUefa all must have so much at bmrt 
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> KDJlftj«e, the Ckief of Sbtpoor^ud.Vote of^Bow^, iu beea gwHy 
oftgreot retniMD€M, oot ofome c rimiMl ni ^ ndt ct, 4s omitttog to idmK 
Ibo birth sod dastb of Bswmjee^o inGuit dso^tar in Uie logiftor of Jbsr^ 
ohildroQ farniohod to iSfion$bot Gbdau Haboaaed MTersI mondis sgo; 

II indiipeMsbty neceiiiry to enforce the etricteit sttention on the pert 
of the JhsrejM in reporting sU cwisltiei which occur in their Ttlo^ai, s 
until tine <ity of Ri. 100» tt thif ii the tint ioitenoe of tny bring impoied 
for s ftult of thit deicription) ought, I think, to be oxtoted in ^ii etee* 
It likewiie tppetrt to sie moit tdviatble, that tome oetnc should be ttken 
to guard againit the poeiibiUty of the commiarion of the crime of Infanti* 
cide and the death of the child being aAerwardi ascribed to premature birth, 
as in such case it will always be most difficult satufoctorily to prove tbe 
guilt of the accnaed. 1 would therefore soggeet, that in all instaocee of pre-* 
laatoe births Which may occur berea^r in Jharqa fomlliea, where the child is 
ritber atill-bom or dies in consequence, the corpse, whether of a male or female 
infant, should be shown to tbe Oamettee and Paid of tbe village, and a certi¬ 
fied paper be required from tliem, setting forth tbe circumstances of tbe case 
as for as they can ascertain them. In all traces when there happens to be a 
Mehta on the part of Oovernment, the report should be made by him; this will, 
BO doubt, be looked upon by tbe Jbarqss as a great hardship, but it cannot 
be considered as interfering in any material degree with their domestic privacy; 
sod it seems to me to be a necessary evil, when so much must depend on our 
being able to prevent every cbance of escape when the crime has really been 
committed and. an iavestigation instituted regarding it In the event of this 
fuggesticm being approved of, it might be stated, when tbe order on the subject 
is issued, that as soon as Oovernment sees reason to believe that general 
attention is paid by the Jharqas to their Infonticide engsgemenU, thh pre¬ 
cautionary measure will be at once disccntiuued. 

6. 1 t^e the opportunity of inforining yon, that when lately absent from 
B^kot, I remarked with sincere pleasure in many, iodeed almost all the Jha* 
rejas I met with, considerable anxiety as to bow they were to dispose of their 
dsaghters in marriage, and was requested by several to make some arrange¬ 
ments for them on this subject Hiis feeling I never observed before, and it 
shows, most clearly a det^minalioD, for tbe present at all events, to renounce 
the inhuman practice of Infanticide. Every possible attention ought, of course, 
to be paid to their wiritea, which are simply that they should be able to be¬ 
stow their daughters on their Muals in rank, and not be obliged to iaev a 
larger ? sum on account of the ffik^nege expenses of these than k incoired by 
oAer lUjpoots, .whose (Uu^iters receive in marriaga Aathe Jlhan^ 
focmariy preserved very ftw fomales, there srte.no difficulty in gettiqg them 
awmhatta. Jhail, ikmiUei, even euperior to Ibeaaown in rank when the 
imniber pf foaaie Jhacejas ioereaoea, the ctb« R^poot trib^ and^pari^ 
luljttbe ilwHw, to whom the Jher^.jveiot^iiriH danghtm* vUb ao 
dovbVbe uBbitioaa of forming much h(giw 0 Q« 0 WH>u lh«qrfiM|Wte flatbed 
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wMi or mb thiak ^ tbf more otpeeiaHT^tf^ thf Jhar^ tribe U 

very much more Damerout in Kattywar the Jhate. Itiit therefore, I 
diink, highiy deairifole, tbit lU the meet respectable Jbtllt Cbieft tod Oiraa* 
•iM thoiild be. mrited to attend at Rajkot, the former deputing otbera to 
act for them, if they prefer it, in ord^ to diacuM the subject within 
few of the most respect^e Jharejas in presence of the Pditical Agent No 
measures, except of persuasion, coold, of course, be used,* but it might be 
pointed out to the Jhallas how much the success of the case depends upem 
them, and that Government would expect from them every reasonable assistance 
in fortberic^ it I am strongly of opmion that much good would result from this 
in enabling tbe Jharejas to dispense with the heavy expense which now 
attends (be marriage of their daughters; but, even if notbiug else were gained, 
it would serve to evince the deep interest which we take in everything cod'* 
nected with the abolition of Inranlicide, and onr willingness to assist in e?ery 
way in our power in promoting the great object in view. Should the experw 
ment succeed with the Jiialla^Rajpoots, it could aAerwarfIs be extended to the 
other tribes, to whom tbe poorer among the Jharejas now give their daughters 
occasionally, and all eventually must do when the happy period arrives 
when Infanticide, that foul blot on human nature, shall no longer exist in 
Kattywar. 

7. Two cases of Infiinticide haring been reported by Moonshee Oonlsm 
Mahomed as having occurred at the village of Gunode, of the Gondul B'^yad, 
I went to that place on my way back from Joonagur, and made inquiries on 
the subject. I send the proceedings herewith; but as they are unfinished, I 
refrain from offering any remarks, further than to observe, that ur^lese the 
gfounds even for suspicion in either the case of Bhowsnjee or Ufwsbing turn 
out on further inquiry much stronger than they appear at present, I should 
be disposed to do nothing more than write to Nogbtnjee, the principal 
Girasr^ia of Gunode, stating that as he bad shown ao good^ao example by^ 
preserving his own dsughter, it was not considered necessary to take any fur¬ 
ther messuree in regard to the charges brought against hie two cousins^ 
than to call his Mtention to the a&solnte necessity of his seeing that hereafter 
the practice of Infanticide be entirely discontinued, botii in their fomilies and} 
those of every other Jbareja living within btsJurisdictioD. It will be requisite 
however, before submitting the proceedings in this case for the orders of 
Qovemment, to take the deposition of the informant; whom I have ordered 
the Moonsheb to^end for to Rejkot He will, I imagine, be found to be 
the same individoal as is alhided to by Nog^fd^ee as havang been dismissed 
from his serrieSfer smbo miscoadaet Should any more sa^cions circimK 
stances appear from bis sta te m en t, it may afterwards be necessaiy to somnsms 
Jhar^ Ubbeesiiig, who wuaabsent fiFom Gnoode when T visited it; bot 
odwrwiee thi^ I tbk^ idleold bo di^reased wUh, swco in ail cases when 
mMhing is lih^ to be estaMkhed; ir naet idwaya be very anp ka m rt , waA 
tmy often be higUf prvjueRml, ta ftkow iw tire Jbare|BS sore 
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of diftnut of tbeir ftttaftdiiig to the meesuree token by Government for the 
nbolition of lofootjcide. 

I btve the hononr to be^ kc. 

(Signed) W. Lako. 

(True copj) 

(Signed) J. Eb8uks, 

PoUtieel Agent. 

Minute by the Riyhi Hcnarahh 8n Robbbt Quamt, Opvernor of Bombay, 
dated the 20(k April 1838| eoneurred in by the Board. 

I theU be glad to take the eariiest opportnnitjr to offer to the Board 
acme remarke on Mr. Erakine'e iniereating report Before I do aOj how¬ 
ever, well knowing the attention which Mr. Willoughby haa paid to the 
aubject CFf Infanticide among the Jharejae, and tb^ activity wi^ which he 
laboured for the auppreation of that abominable practice, I ahould wish much 
that he could find time to communicate to oa each obaervationa aa may aug- 
geat themaelvea to him on Mr. Erakine*a report, or oa the aubject to which 
it relates. 

In the meantime I beg to circulate these papers. 

(Signed) R. Gbakt. 

J. PaataE. 

20th April 1838. O* W. ANDStaoK. 

Memorandum by Mr, J. P. Witxouobsy, dated the 8rA September 1838, 

eoneequent on the abopt call. 

I regret that a cone toot preaa of busineaa haa prevented my attending at an 
earlier period tq the request contoined in the late Oovemor^a Minute, of the 
30th April last, that I would remark on Mr. Erakine*a Report on luAnticide 
for 1636 and 1836. 

2. In the fourth paragraph of bis report, Mr. Erakioe reviews the different 
cases of Infanticide which were investigated daring the two yean above men¬ 
tioned. These were thirteen in number, of which five occurred in 1836 and 
eight in 1836. 

3. Daring the first year, conviction followed in four cases, and even in the 
fifth case no reasonable doubt could be entertained ofihe gfilt of the accused, 
although the evidence was dA^;^ inaafficieot for a judicial conviction* lo 
1836, however, although in severm cases atrong presumptions of guilt existed, 
there was not a single instance of conviction. 

4. The diftefooce in these results is as remarkable as it is nnfortuDate. 
It may no doubt in part be fairly attributed to increased vigilance and pre¬ 
cautions, on the pari of thaos whe emmit the crime, to conceal it, occasioned 
by the nmawtinns of 1836. ! cannot however, resist the impressimi that there 
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nuftt have been some defector mismanagement in conductiDg the investigation 
of 1836. 

5. It must be obvious that these int^uiries cannot be conducted on ordinary 
principles^ with any prospect of a successful termination. The mode I adopted 
whenever a case of In^ticide came to my knowledge was, in the first in* 
stance, to hold a preliminary inquiry in private, before I placed the accused 
party publicly on his trial, to sadsfy myself that reosonsble* grounds existed 
for the charge, and that it was sustained by sufficient evidence. I state this, 
because it answers some of the objections urged by Mr. Erskine to the system 
which be found in force, and because I am of opinion that the fact of four out 
of five cases detected in 1635 having been most fully and completely establish* 
ed, is to be attributed to the mode of procedure above described. 

6. There is, however, another great advantage attendii^ tins mode of pro* 
cedure. False accusations are thereby checked in Umin^: and I am quite 
saUshed that, had I continued Political Agent in Kattywsr, several of the 
cases publicly investigated in 1636 would never have proceeded beyond the 
preliminary investigation above adverted to. I may, in particular, refer to the 
seventh and ninth cases of Mr. Erskine*# list. 

7. I am of opinion tliat the Political Agent should consider it his duty to 

investigate every charge of Infanticide which may come to his knowledge, 
without reference to the quarter from which it may proceed; but that, in tiie 
first instance, his inquiries should be private, and that when, in this manm r, ho 
has satisfied himself that fairgrounds exist fur puttii^; the accused on bi<> trial, 
he should do so, but not before. In every case, however, whether of ahandon- 
iog or persevering in the inquiry, a full report of Lia proceedings should be 
submitted to Government. • 

8. In his eighth paragraph, the Political Agent tests the accuracy of my 
census of Jhar^a children with the one subsequently obtained. In detail, 
considerable inaccuracies are observable r but it is satisfactory^ find that the 
accuracy of the general results exhibited by my census has been confirmed. 
The Political Agent observes, Although the returns have been found to be 
in the case of some Talookas defective, yet it is satisfactory to know that they 
were not liable to lead Mr. Willoughby into error, by showing any very widely 
different state of the population frdm the correct one. In no case, except in 
Gondul and Mooleeladeree, dj the returns exhibit a more favourable state of 
the population than the actual survey now forwarded proves to have been 
warranted.’* I have no doubt that the variation may in part be attributed to 
the emigration of Jharejas from one Talook^^^other; but when it is recol* 
lected that my census was obtained from returns furnished by the Chiefs 
themselves (no Government censor having at the time been appointed), it is 
gratifying to find that the aceoracy of the general results it exhibits has now 
been so well estaUJibed. 

9. In the seventh psragrapli of his report, Mr. Erskine contrasts the 
Jharqs population, from the date of my proclamation, or the end of 1834, up to 

72 0 
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middfe of 1836. Tbe following table ibows the proportion of malei end 
femalee, of end under*the age of 20, in each Talooka, except Nowenuggur^ 
from which diBtrict no ceosua haa yet been obtained 


Tilookw. 

' MaJtt. 

Pwnalea 

Talookai. 

1 

Maltt. 

Femilw. 

1 Rsikot.. 

1 

22 

3 

in OnfVft 

1 

5 

2 

2 ShspooT.... 

12 

1 

17 Pal . 

8 

2 

3 Mhowa ............ 

3 

1 

18 Vcfrwa. 

2 

A A 

4 Kotrs Sanssnee. 

14 

a 

10 

6 

• • 

2 

3 Dherol . 1 

209 

mm 

20 Kotareea. 

4 

\ 

6* Satodur Wawree. 

• 79 

27 

21 Kotra Nvaies . 

31 

5 

7 Drappa . 

93 

20 

22 Svesang Chandlee.... 

51 

15 

8 Rajpoora. 

38 ' 

3 

23 Mallia. 

32 

15 

9 Jhallia . 

26 

9 ' 

24 Khureesra . 

33 

16 

in udArMr 

38 

1.3 ' 


5* 

2 

11 Oaa/IiiI 

325 

97 

Oft Mivmro# 

279 ' 

51 

12 Gowreedbor . 

9 

1 

27 Veerpoor Rhureree .. 

69 1 

18 

IS T A/lAftUa 

16 

2 




24 Mengoee... 

1.1 

7 

Total.. 

1,422 

409 

15 Wuddallee. 

9 

1 1 





Altogether, however, there are four hundred and twenty-four Jbarcja femalce 
living, of whom four are widowa, Beventy married, ninety^two betrotlied, and 
two hundred and fifty-eight unbetrothed. Since my retuma, nine caaualtiee have 
occurred. 

10. I cannot refrain from extracting the following remarke of Mr. Erekine 
on the reiulto exhibited in the above table. ** It appears, therefore, that there 
are one hundred and twenty-three male Jliarejas of the of one year and un¬ 
der, now alive, and aevcnry-threc females; this must be admitted to be highly 
Batisfactory to the cause of humanity, as proving, that iu consequence of the 
measures put io, force, scventy-Uiree female infants have been preserved during 
the eighteen months immediately subsequent to the proclamation, upwards of 
forty of whom would, in the absence of Mr. Willoughby's exertions, have met with 
inevitable destruction. The year before, the census bas a show of one hundred 
and two males, and only twenty females, evidencii^ that nearly eighty infants 
must have been put to death. But to pursue the scruUny further, and from a 
more narrow inapecdon of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above, 
with repect to the prospect of the final extinction of the crime, becomes apparent, 
namely, that there is every boM that the two Talookas of Moorree and Drappa 
hare effected an abolltioo of tRK^trocious practice in their respective limits. 
There may have been isolated instances of the commission of the crime in the 
Moorvee Talooka; but tbeiudigent, and it is to be hoped penitent Oirassiasof 
Drappa, have atlast vindicated their humanity from the bloody stigma. The 
Drappa Talooka shows an equality of the sexee during the year subsequent to 
the publication of the proclamation, the numbers bmng ten to elevea, aithougb 
up to the proclamation the disparity was eighty-four to ten. In the Moorvee 
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Talooka, during that year, the nombers are twenty and thirteen ; whereaa in 
that district there were only Ihirty^eight females in a]l,*BaTed up to the end of 
1834.** In Goodul and the smaller TalooLas^ the returns still cuntioue unft* 
vourahle, and evidence that the crime of lufanticide is still perpetrated. 

11. The above results are exceedingly satislactory, and will be hailed witt 
delight by every friend of humanity; still they do not exhibit to the full 
extent the great measure of success which has attended odt measures for (he 
extirpation of this dreadful crime. The seventy^three female infants preserved 
are stated to be of the age of one year and under, whereas the point of com¬ 
parison embraces a period of eighteeu months. Gonsequently, for the returns 
to be correct, it should include all females of and under the age of eighteen 
months, instead of one year ami under. Besides this, the Talooka of Nowa- 
nuggur is excluded from the calculation, and in this district tlie Jliarejas are 
nearly as numerous as the Jharejas of all the other Tolookas combined. 
In proof of tliis, I beg leave to refer the Honorable Board to the table given in 
the 5tb paragraph cf my re]>ort on Infanticide, dated the 24th September 1834.* 

12. In the lOtli jiaragraph of his report, tlie Political Agent reviews the 
coercive measures adopted at my sug^^tion for the suppreasion of Infaiiticide, 
and in the Hlh he gives a review of those which he designates ** Sumptuary 
measures.*' In the latter case tlie term ap}>ears to mo incorrect; the measures 
called ** Sumptuary" are, in fact, measures of conciliation adopted towards such 
of the Jharejas as preserve their daughters, contra-distinguished fruta those 
of a penal nature diret'tcd ^inst those who destroy them. 

]3. After the results alluded to in the lOth and lltb parmgmjdis of this 
mcmoranduTii, 1 certainly was quite unprepared for the remark, that the 
measures hitherto adopted hove been iu some respects defect!* a and insuffi¬ 
cient towards the final extinction of the practice, and arr^ not likely, if 
pursued, to be produotivc of effecttml success, unless under certain modidcations 
which 1 shall take the liberty to suggest;** that they have been **ioo partial 
and BU|)erficia], and not of that comprehensive and radical imture which is 
requisite in overtumiag a long-established custom among a depraved and 
bai'barous race;*' and that attention has hitherto been directed towards the 
preservation of individual female children, which may not only not be a step 
towards the Anal extinction of the crime, but may positively operate as a 
harrier, without collateral and subsidiary measures.” The remarks of Mr. 
Erskine, which follow, are not much to the purpose, for, in het, the exertions of 
Government are only of very recent date, and^e can yet hardly judge what 
is likely to be their result; but certaiol^Che number of females preserved 
during the short period which has intervened since those exertions were put 
forth afford no ground for despair, but, on the contrary, a wide field of promise 
and hope of final success. * 

14. Further, I could not, under any circumstances, assent without much 
reservation to Mr. Erritine's observations. I do not pretend to soppoae that all 

* Vide psgc 445 of this Seiectioff. 
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hM§ yet been done to effect our object that ie within oar poverp or that many 
meuaree may not be deriaed aa auxiliary to thoee alr^y in force for the 
euppresaion of Infanticide; bat, with all due deferencep I am of opinion that 
the annual cenaua, if rigidly enforcedp and followed up by those measures 
which may be necessary^ according to the results which it may exhibit, is of 
that comprehensive and radical nature desired by Mr. Erskioe. 

16. In his 16th paragraph, the Political Agent proceeds to notice what he 
regards as the defects of the present system; the first of which is the sudden 
and unexpected strictness of the British Government in 1634 and 1636, after 
so many years of apparent apathy; which is, of course, preliminary to con¬ 
demning the severity of the punishments awarded in the cases of convicrioii 
which occurred during my admiuistration of Kattywar, the case of the Chief 
of Itajkot* being particularly dwelt upon. 

16. On this subject, I would remark that I was by no means insensible to 
the fact, that my predecessors liad not, as the Political Agent states, paid 
much attention to the enforcement of Colonel Walkers arran^ments for the 
extinction of Infanticide. It was no part of my duty to arraign the 
conductor others, but simply to perform what 1 conceived to be mine. It 
must not, however, be supposed that I gave no conKideration to the fact, 
or was insensible to the injustice of visiting with too great severity the 
first offences detected. The question is, were Uie punishments awarded too 
severe ? Mr. Erskine thinks they were; and, in support of his opinion, details 
some conversations, not witli disinterested parties, but with some Jhareja 
Chiefs, with whom the crime is familiar and habitual. What, however, were 
the puniabments animadverted on! In the first case, the Chief of Rajkot 
was fined Ils. 12,000 (which is, I believe, not a fourth of his annual income), 
was required to renew his engagements, to report all births in his family,* and 
was warned that a repetition of the offence would involve forfeiture of his 
estate. In a secqnd case, imprisonment for one year, and a fine of He. 3,000 
commutable to imprisonment for the further period of two years, was imposed. 
In the third case, a fine of Rs. 100 was imposed. These sentences Wei'S 
approved of by Government and by the Honorable Court of Directors ; and 
Mr. Erskine, in another part of his report, quotes a passage from my letter of 
September 1834, which explains the principle on which they were awarded, 
and in fact, by which all my proceedings for the suppression of Infanticide 
were regulated. ** To effect (1 observe) the complete extinction of the practice, 
we must enlist the feelings of tbe community on our side; we must (more espe¬ 
cially in the first instances that ar^hrought to light) avoid the danger of excitiug 
sympathy in favour of delinquents, and thereby deterring persons from informing 
against them who might otherwise be disposed to do so. In short, unless we are 
able to carry public opinion with us, and inflict such penalties only as are likely 
to be recognised as just by the respectable portion of the community, our endea¬ 
vours in the cause of humanity will be long retarded or may altogether foil/’ 

* Vide pages to 480 of this Seketioa. 



THE PROVIKCB OF GOZBfUT. 


559 


17. The Political Agent next objects to the syetem of making use of 
tofbrmen iU the detection of cases of Iniioticide. To this I have only to 
obserre, that I am not aware of any other mode by which the crime can be 
detected except thronsfa the agency of informers. Such instruments sfaotiid» 
of course, be used with great caution, but they must be used, unless we are 
resolved to abandon all further endeavours to convict the guilty. On this sub* 
ject I beg to refer to the 18 th and 19th paragraphs of ray Report on Infanticide, 
dated the 24th September 1834.* Much of the evil attending the system, as 
noticed by the Political Agent, may be obviated by die mode of proceeding 
recommended in the 6th and 7th pan^raphs of this memorandum. 

18. In this part of the report, Mr. Erskine observes: The investigations 
which I perused on my arrival in Kattywar, 1 confess, filled me with surprise, 
and very nearly with horror; and 1 consider it impossible but that their effect 
was to alienate the people from Government’* 1 cannot understand this, or 
reconcile it with an admission I find in the 4th paragraph of the report, that 
the Rajkot case ** was conducted with ss much delicacy as the nature of the 
case admitted.*’ I certainly would not willingly wound the feelings of any 
class or person, but am I to be deterred by the apprehension of doing so from 
investigating cases of Infanticide in the only mode in which the crime can aver 
be established ? I think not; and as for remark, that my investigations 
must have alienated tlie people from Government, It scarcely deserves a reply, 
for if anytiiing is mure calculated than another to unite the people to tue Go¬ 
vernment, it is measures like these of humanity and philanthropy, tJie adoption 
of which can never be attributed to any sordid or interested motive. 

19. Another ground of objection taken to the use of informers, is the in¬ 
ability of Government to protect them from the resentment of those against 
whom they appear; which likewise applies to witnesses. ThiH I freely admit 
is a serious cose, but one which 1 conceive may be for the most part guarded 
against, if proper precautions are adopted, and any attempt to injure either 
ioforraers or witnesses severely punished. 

20. Mr. Erskin^ states that three out of five wtnessea in the Rsjkot casef 
have died, and that the general impression in the country is that they were 
murdered. One of these, the Chief of Gowreedhur, died before 1 left Katty- 
war, and a rigid scrutiny was entered into respecting the causes uf his death, 
but nothit^ was elicited to show that his death had ^en occasioned by unfair 
means, except the suspicion excited by his death having been sudden. Regard¬ 
ing the other two witnesses, no information is ^fore Government beyond the 
fact now reported that they are dead. It to be presumed that the Political 
Agent instituted an inquiry when they died; and be should be requested to 
forward his proceedings on that subject to Oovemment, in order that we may 
know on what grounds it is supposed they were murdered. 

21. It is, however, observed, ** Jedooram, the informer in this case, has been 
ejected from his house in Rajkot by the Chief, and the wife of one of the 

* ViJe peget 451 AD<l't52 of this Stleetioe. t ^i4e pifs 462 W Mf. 
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Ageocy establishment treated in the same way for assiatlt^ m the eo^Tiet^cm. 
Why, bowerer, may 1 Bsk, baa the Chief been permitted to act thua, and why 
hat not the Political Agent inieHered to preTent au^ coadoet? I am of 
opinion that even at this late period meaaures should be adopted for affording 
r^resa to the injored pardee. 

32. The Political Agent's reaaoning on the Gunnode case appears to me 
to be fallacious; it is based on the supposition tliat the whole ?oice of the com- 
iDunity is opposed to the law/* or that against Inbnticide. 1 am confidently 
of opinion that the feeling of all classes of the commuaityi except those who 
commit the crime^ is exactly the reverse.^ Besides thiS| on the principles 
which I have recommended for conducting these investigationsi the Ounnode 
case wonld not have proceeded beyond the preliminary inquiry, which could 
not have failed to detect the false accuser and his motives. If we are to respect 
what Mr. Erskine quaintly calls the **lares and penates of the Rajpoot com¬ 
munity/' we must relinquish our efforts to eradicate the crime, and sink into 
our former apathy and supineness as to whether Colonel Walker's engagements 
are adhered to or not. 

23. Mr. Erskine justly observes, that the cases of conviction which 
occurred in 1635 have rendered future detection more difficult, by having 
placed the Jharejas on their guard. This is undoubtedly true, and is unavoid¬ 
able. Surely, however, even throwing difficulties in the way uf child-murder is 
something gained towards the completion of our ardeut wishes. Is this, how¬ 
ever, the only result of those convictions? To what other cause are we to attri¬ 
bute the gratifying fisct, that, in the short space of twelve months, seventy-three 
infants were preserved, indeMndenUy of those saved in Nowanug^r, the 
census of which may probably add fifty more to the number. 1 consider this 
fact alone to establish that our measures, to which the Political Agent so 
strongly objects, are not quite so inapplicable and unsuited to the attainment of 
our object as My. Erskine supposes. 

24. I shall have to remark in another place on the petition presented to 
me before I left Kattywar by various members of the Jhareja tribe, praying 
for an amnesty for the past, under a promise faithfully to abide by their 
engagements for the future, when 1 shall also explain to what extent I con¬ 
ceive this petition should be conceded. 

26. Mr. Erskine is not correct in supposing that I ever intended to trans¬ 
fer the responsibility of the crime of Infanticide from the Chief to the vassal, 
in cases where the former can &irly be held responsible. No Chief, however, 
is held responsible for any on^qe, the perpetrators of which are discovered. 
If a robbery occurs within his limits, be is bound by the custom of the country 
to produce the robber, or to make good the loss. 1 would maintain this 

* la hii I8th ptngnqih, Mr. Gnkitie sdmtU is nurii, for he obearret^'^The /bar^u have 
epeaed their syei i they now see that they will be inentaUj degraded if this eaetom ieeoDtrau- 
eA ssd eeperislly they perceive that a deieititiOD of the practice bae cooimeaced tbrougboat 
this eoootry^ { addingtbat ba la traly of o^ioo, ** a leroletwn baa already taken place n the 
minds of the Jbarejs populanoa, ssd Chat the reauH will bemfter be masifoat’^ 
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priQci[Je in cases of lafanticide^ and, in feet, it is advocated in ipy report of Sep¬ 
tember 1834^ wherein I proposed that fines in the firsHnstance, and ultimate 
deprivation of sovereignty in cases of manifest delinquency, ^ouJd be resorted 
to whenever the annual ceoBus shows that the practice prevails in any 
particular Talooka. I beg to refer to the 20th paragrapli of the above 
report, towards the end of which I observed, ^'Should, however, it be establish¬ 
ed by the certain, though presumptive evidence to he obtained from returns 
of the nature now submitted, that the crime of Infanticide still prevails in any 
particular district, I think, after the warning contained in the proclamation now 
proposed, the Chief of that district should be severely fined; and that, if this 
does not produce attention on his part to hU engagement to suppress the crime, 
I think that an example should be made, and that he should be deprived of 
the sovereignty of his district The case, however, must be very glaring 
where I should propose such an extreme measure for adoption." 

26. The Political Agent is equally wrong in supposing that I ever intended 
to suggest that those accused of Infanticide should ^ tiied ‘*by their brothers 
and instigators." Had my proposition, that these cases should, in some 
instances, be publicly investigated before the Court we have estublished in 
Kattywar been &[>provcd, it would have been the duty of the Political Agent, 
as in all ordinary offences, to have associated with himself assessors free from 
bias or from the claims of relationship or friendship. 

27. Mr. Erskine next proceeds to slate his objections to what desig¬ 

nates thesumptuary measures" for the suppression of Infanticul a term 
which I have elsewhere remarked (paragraph 12) does not convey a correct 
idea* of the nature of those measures. He a<teaiU that the rewirds bestowed 
on those who preserved their daughters were^well bestowed, but observes, 

As those who now save their daughters will not evidently be entitled to any 
reward for the future, after such re|)euted and obstinate evil conduct, this plan 
will cease to be an engine for putting a stop to tfie practicj." 1 do not see 
why this should follow ; on the contrary, 1 would arivocate the system, at all 
events, for some time to come. Hereafter We may trurt to the innate love 
of offspring to be sufficient for our purpose, but for the present an annua! 
distribution of presents on tbe plan which I adopted will, I think, produce a 
beneficial result. 

28. He next objects to the system now in force, of the Government con¬ 
tributing towards the expense incurred by Jbarqasio marrying their daughters. 
Here, a^in, we are at issue. I conceive tb^ such contributions should be 
made with caution, and should be pre^^ed by a strict inquiry into tbe 
circumstances of the applying party, ^^e Infanticide Fund was expressly 
created by Mr. Elphinstone*# Government for this object, and the present 
amount of its accumulated funds (Rs. 1,08,930) shows thattt ts not likely soon 
to become exhausted. Mr. Erskine, however, condemns almost every measure 
which has heretofore been adopted to win the Jbarejaa into acquiescence 
with the hnxnane views of the British Oovemiaent. He condemns tha 
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distribotiOD of pments made by Mr. Langford in 1829 among the Dhefol 
Jharejas, becauee be thinks the correctness of the returns obtained hy that 
gentleman "extremely donbtfu]**; he likewise condemns the honorary pre- 
Bents bestowed by Government in 1829 on the son of Jeebajee» die Chief of 
Mooiree^who was the first to set the example of renouncing the practice of Infon* 
ticide; he also condemns the praise conveyed to the Jam of Nowanuggur at 
my recommendation. 1 think all the above measures were wise and judicious. 
Mr. Erskine is wrong in stating that no "previous steps were taken to ascer¬ 
tain whether the Jam was entitled or not to such eulogy.'* On this point I 
b^ to refer to the 23rd paragraph of my report, dated the 24th September 
1834, wherein it is stated, that the return from Nowanuggur exhibited six 
hundred and thirteen males and three hundred and eighty females," which proves 
that Colonel Walker's arrangements have taken root to a very considerable and 
gratifying extent" I then mentioned that I at first intended to propose that 
an honorary present should be conferred on the Jam, to conciliate him as the 
acknowledged head of the Jhareja tribe in Kattywar; but, assigning reasons 
why 1 had abandoned this idea, I contented myself with suggesting that, in 
forwarding the proclamation to this Chief, he " should be informed of the satis¬ 
faction of Government at the prioress made in bis districts in suppressing 
Infanticide, and urgently exhorted to adopt the strictest measures to ensure its 
final extinction." If praise accorded on such grounds was injudicious, I am 
very willing to bear the blame, but tbe Honorable Board will be giatified to 
learn from another part of the report, that before 1 left Kattywar the Jam had 
himself preserved a daughter. 

29. From the preceding review it will be seen, that the present Polificat 
Agent condemns almost every measure that has been adopted for the suppres¬ 
sion of Infanticide, either as being unjust or inapplicable; his condemnation 
alike applying to iliose of a penal as well as to those of a conciliatory charac¬ 
ter ; and he does^so notwithstanding the lai^e measure of success with which 
our arrangements bave been attended. I now proceed to remark on the 
measures which Mr. Erskine proposes; this is a more gratifying task than the 
one 1 have above performed, because to some oftiicm 1 can give my cordial 
consent; not, however, in suppression, but as auxiliary to those now in force, 
tbe whole of which should, 1 humbly Uiink, be strictly adhered to and fol¬ 
lowed up. 

30. With reference to the remarks contained in tbe 17th paragraph of the 
report, I think it is much to be ^retted that Captain Lang's opinion on tbe 
Political Agent's proposab was not^btained, more especially as it is admitted 
" on some points a difference of opinion exists between thein." Captain Lang's 
long residence in Kattywar, bis intimate acquaintance with every Jhareja 
Chief in the proviiibe, his extensive local knowledge, and, above all, his zealous 
and successful exertions personally to extirpate ihe crime, render the opinion 
of this able officer of more than ordinary value, and I would, therefore, respect- 
fldly recommend that it should even now be obtiuned. 
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3L I f^iOTtr Mr. Enkine'iremtrks on the etriy bittory of the Jhorejt 
tribe, although, for the most part, they are interestiDg. I extract, bowerer, a 
paetage which gires the particolare of the preseiratioD of a daughter by the 
present Jam of Nowaoii^ar: ** These are the only two instances of daughters 
ba?iiig been presereed by the &mily of the Jam, with the exception of the pio- 
sent Chief, who saved one three yean ago under the follow!^ circumstances: 
when the Jam left his palace fctf the purpose of meeting Mr. Willoughby on 
his arrival at Nowanuggur, one of his wives was confined; the messenger tent 
to inform the Jam of the female progeny could not obtmn a hearing as long as 
the Chief waa with Hr. Willoughby, and when the Jam arrived at borne the 
child was several hours old, and be then refused to give his consent to 
destroy her, declaring that it was her * nusseefa/ ** The Political Agent 
does not state whence he derivea his infermatioD ; and I do not place implicit 
faith in it 1 recollect my meeting with the Jam perfectly; it was on the morn* 
ing of my arrival at Nowanuggur, in the beginning of November 1834; I was 
but for a very short time with the Jam of Nowanuggur, and I should think 
not long enough for the purpose stated by Hr. Erskine. The Rajkot case had 
been investigated in the preceding month, and the Jam was well aware of the 
strenuous exertions in progreM for securing the observance of Colonel 
Walker’s engagements. Be this as it may, whether the preservation of the 
Jam's daughter is to be attributed to these exertions or to my accidental 
visit to Nowanuggur, the event is one which cannot feil to have produced a 
aalutary impression throughout the province, or to aid our efforts for the 
abolition of Infenticide. It is worthy of remark, that the messenger coming 
to report the birth, proves that no general or4ar for the destru :tioa of his 
daughters existed in the Jam’s family. 

33. The first measure proposed by Mr Erskine is, ** that all the Rajkot 
Chiefs in Kattywar shall be required to enter into an engagement that they 
vrill not give their daughters to any tribe who will not give them their 
daughters in retuniu” The Political Agent is of opinion that the Chiefs will 
be induced to enter into an ei^igemeni of this kind : I am not myself quite 
so sai^ame on this point, and even if it were agreed to, I imagine it would 
not be generally adhered to ; still, however, I see no objection to an attempt 
being made to obtain the voluntary assent of the Chiefs to the arrangement, 
which, if successful, would undoubtedly aid our objects. 

33. Uis second propositioii is, that the Jhareja Chiefs shall be required to 
enter into a stipulatioa that the expenses of th^muriage of the daughters of 
their Bhyad sl^ not exceed a certain amount, to be fixed at a general meet* 
ing of the caste, and be informed that Government will assist the indigent to 
the same extent as any other casfe, but not to a greater. ^ I see no objec* 
tioD to the first part of this proposition; but in regard to the last I am not 
aware that Oovemment have ever contributed to the marriage expenses of any 
other caste but the Jhareja. Iliis abould contiPF*, after due inquiry into 
the cireumstancea of the party requmog rtfieC 
73o 
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34. Hii third proposittoa ii, that vpacific panritfea AoM ba proelioiftad 
for the eaamisakMk of InfaoUcide, after a ^rtam time^ to be Axki if Qortfo^ 
aeot. I would rather allow each caae to be dealt with aj at praeent, aooMd^ 
jog to ki aerite; but I thlok few will agree with tbe Politieal Agadi iit opiuioa 
that it b adeiaable to fix % period proapeatirely from which to punudi the 
crime. Mr. Ertkiaa himaelf aaeigua a reason for my opiaioD that sudi cannol 
be neoassaryi aamly, ^ after tbe Cbieft bare seen the nnweariad attention paid 
to the subject the hta Political Agent, and ihe deep anxiety on tba part of 
Govemment to abolish tbe practice ” 

36. Bis feurth measure is, that the Chiefs be held responmUe for the con¬ 
duct of thdr Bhyad and Tassak. This is no new suggestion, u will be seen 
fiom foe remarics I have offered in the 2dth paragraph of this memorandum t 
this responsibility should undoubtedly be enforc^ to the extent therein 
mentioned. 

^ 36. The fifth, or that the annual cenraa should be tbe tast^ and that the 
*Chiefs should be enjoined to aid in framing this census, requires no remark^ 
for these propositions were sanctioned by Ooreminent in IS^. 

37. His sixth proposition is, that ** the period of two years, or such other 
time as Ooreroment foali decide, shall be granted to the Jharejas and others 
in the hftbit of committing the crime, during which time no jQTestigatioils 
shall be made, either with regard to the former or bte cases, and that the 
result of the census at tbe termination of that period be the test.’' I must 
confess 1 am utooished at this proposal; if acceded to, entire impunity for 
the commission of crime would be the result, and I fear many would avail 
themselves of the license. was my inteotioo, bad 1 remained in Kattywar, 
to have proposed, for the favourable consideration of Oovernment, the policy 
of complying with the prayer of the petition presented to me by the Jharejas 
for an amnesty; but this should not, on any account, extend beyond the period 
when every Jhareja must have become aware of tbe detenninatioD of Govern¬ 
ment to do all in its power to suppress the crime. My proclamation was the 
vehicle thro^h wbi^ this infonoation was conveyed, msd I would pr^ose 
that the amnesty be granted up to tbe end of 1836. 

38. I do not myself perceive any necessity for tppointiiig a second* ceoso^ 
more especially when we consider the difficulty whifih has been experienced 
in finding persons fit for foe duty. 

39. His seventh proposition is, foat we should radeavour to obtiuii tbe aid 
of foe Rao of Kntch. Nofob^, I conceive, would to much fodUtate foe sup^ 
pressioB of loftmticide as our obtaiaing foe cordial eo^peratkm of foe Ran bf 
Kutch) and, I may add, of foe British authorities Itafioiied in that provbce^ 
Considering foe influence we have so lod^ poseemed in Ketch, I think more 
might have been done than has yet been effected. The letter from the Rto> 
forwarded by Mr. Enkine, proves foal His Highaels k fovovddy dkpoaed) 
and foe force of hk example win have a most b ea efiaal efibat in Mnmnf bk 
tribe to. abandon foe inhuman ^aetiee. Bxttact of fob part of the PoKti^ 
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npoft tthoaU be Mst k> ^ Beeideot, wiA i&fttructfoDi to tono^ri 
mnmum vith tbe Beo ibr ibt of Inftotidde Vhicb all die ChieA 

hoT* loag einee kdouim^ ; tod it might be eoggeeted to him, that the firet 
meaaure to be adopted ahould be to take a ceneus of the Jhareja population of 
Kuteh, which hai proved eo benefleia] in Kattywar. He might adopt the 
•amefbrn u hat bm tmad ia Kattywar, and tbe censui should be annually 
renewed. 

40« The Political Agent propoeea that the general convocation of the OhitU 
of tbe Bsjpoot race, already sancti^Md by Government, diould be held at 
Bbooj» in tbe pnseoce of the Resident in Kntch and himself, when a plan 
he distiimtly drawn out for the conduct and observance of all classes, for the 
end of reconciling all discordant customs, and fixing tbe social rdadooa of die 
Bsjpoot race on a secure and permanent basis; and more especially an agree* 
meat not to give their daughters to those who will not give theirs in retom, and 
regulating the dower and other expenses at marriages. These are highly 
useful suggestions, and the only objecU<m I have to offer is, the heavy expenses 
wliich will be incurred by the Chiefs of Kattywar if the meeting be convened 
at Bhooj. The attempt to induce them to go there may, however, be made ; 
but if they refuse, the convocation might be held at Rajkot, and another at 
Bhooj, each communicating with and acting in concert, as &r as practicable,, 
with one another. 

41. Mr. Erskine's eighth and last proposition is, that **we ahould ei/Jsa* 

vour to effect our object by the education, mental improvement, and moral 
amelioration of the mass of the people/* Hie suggestions on this head have 
been already considered, and for the most part approved of by this Govern* 
ment; as an auxiliary measure they are deserving of great attention, though 
we ought not to relax in those of a more active chaiacter, for years must elapse 
before we can expect that any material effect will be produced by the diffusion 
of education. . • 

42. In his 20th paragnph tbe Political Agent submits the draft of a pro¬ 
clamation which he proposes to issue, and also tbe draft of a circular letter 
which be proposes to* stfid to the Chiefs, to induce them to hold the convoca¬ 
tion su^;ested; with regard to the former, the preceding remarks will have 
explamed wherein I differ from Mr. Enkine. The first pangmph is unobjec¬ 
tionable : theseeond I think requires qualific^on; for the present census shows 
that considerable success has attended the measures adverted to, and this 
should be noticed in terms of encouragaomt and ^prohatioii, the Jharqjas of 
DrappabeingpailicQlarly alluded to. The 3rd, 4th, and 5th paragraphs,although 
not coached in rtrj popular language, appear unobj eetionahle. The 6th requires 
lobe altaed so that it may not lefc that Oovemment nc^fbr the first time 
warn tbe Jharqas against Infisnticide, for the prodamation of 1834 contuned 
exfdicit warnings; for the same reaaon the w<^s ^now declared** should be 

from tbe 7tb paiagripb. The 8tb paragraph is unobjectionable, hnt 
it may be added, * Che British OovenMuant, in convening this assembly, has 
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ootliiog io mw but tbs hoooor and lu 4 )pineM of tbs Bqpoot Cbiafii of Kstty* 
war/’ 1 am obliged ebtirely to disasnt from tbs 9tb paragnpb, for tbs reasons 
previously stated. Tbe lOtb paragraph is unobjectionablei but the 11th should 
be modified as suggested m the 34th paragraph of this memorandom. Tbe 
three last paragraphs are quite proper. 

43. I beg» hoarereTi to refer to the proclamation issued m 1834, which 
will be found in the aecompanyiDg volume; for 1 think several of its clauses 
might be introduced into the present draft, more espedtlly Nos. 1,2, 3, 6, 
6, 7, 8, 9, and 10; at all events tbe present should be made to appear u a 
continuation of the former proclamation; and the provisions in tbe clauees I 
have noticed be confirmed, the Tables in Nos. 6 and 8 being amended accord* 
ing to the recent census. 

44. With reference to the circular letter, I am not quite satisfied with it. 
It might be made much more simple and concisei and in my o{nnion the sub* 
stance of tbe last paragraph would be sufficient 

45. The Political Agent should be requested to fiimish the reports pro¬ 
mised in tbe 23rd and 25tb paragraphs of his letter as early as practicable, and 
may be reminded that his annud Inffinticide Report for 1837 was due on tbe 
Jst January last 

46. Although I have presumed to differ on many points with Mr. Erskine, 
tbs lesl and diligence he has exhibited in his report is highly creditable to 
him; bis heart is evidently in this sacred cause, and I should be exceedingly 
sorry to damp his ardour, or to discourage his future exertions, by any un¬ 
necessary opposition to his views; for unless the Agent employed to carry 
out the views of Government is personally interested, success cannot be 
expected. 

47. I must confess, however, that I do not think that Mr. Erskine has 
properly understood the real character of some of the measures which were 
adopted at mytfecommendation; any one who was unacquainted with my 
proceedings would, on reading Mr. Erskine’s present report, imagine that I 
had aimed to effect my object by penal measures only: 1 may already have 
succeeded in removing this impression by the observations I bave offered, but, 


in order to place the matter beyond doubt, I beg to submit to the Board a 
translation of my correspondence with the Chieft and other influential persons 
in Kattywar, on the subject of my proclamation, and census of tbe Jharqa 
population. 


48. These may be briefly Meacribed as follows:— 

No. 1. Letter to the Jam of Nowaouggur. 

No. 2. Letter to the Thakoor of Hoorvee. 

No. 3. Lett^ to tbe Chiefs of Gondu^tnd Dharcd. 

No. 4. Letter to the Chief of R^kot. 

No. 6. Circular letter to the Chiefs of Drappa, Veerpoor, Mooleeladeree, 
Seaang Chandlee, Kotra Nyajee, Rajpura, Jhalleea, Dewaoee, Mallia, Loodeka, 
Bharwa, Veerwa, Shapoor, Wuddalee, Kaksealiee, and Gitka. 
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No. 6. Circulir letter to the Chi^ of PmI, Koteroe, Kotra Sftogioee, uid 
Mowt. 

No. 7. Letter to the Chief of Khomeim. 

No. 8. Letter to the Chieb of Heasoee and Setodar Wawree. 

^ No. 9. Circular letter to the Chiefs of Drangdm and other Rajpoot Cbie6| 
who gire their daughters in marriage to the Jhareja tribe. 

No. 10. Letter to Babtjee Buebajee, Minister of Gondul. 

No. 11. Circular letter to Nuthoo^ Mehta of Limree ; Motee, Mehta of 
Nowanuf^r; Ruochoijee,Dewanof Joonaghur ; Baba Wuseekur, of Dhurol; 
Mehta Wasunjee, of Oondul; Mehta Nutbc^ram^ of Poorbander; the manager 
of Amrellee, and to all Mehtas on attachment duty, (ransoitting ny proclama* 
tion, and calling for their co-opermtioo in extirpating Infanticide. 

No. 12. Circular letter to eighty Chiefs of minor rank aod influence, con* 
nected by marriage with the Jhareja tribe, sending them the proclamation, 
and soliciting their aid in enforcing it 

1 also annex a selection from the replies which I received to tbeee letters, 
the tenor of which must, on the whole, be deemed satishctory ; and as this 
correspondence is not noticed in Hr. Erskioe’s present report, and may pro* 
bably therefore have escaped his notice, 1 would propose that a copy should 
be forwarded to the Political Agent, for his information, and for record in 
his office. 

49. There is also another document in my poss e ss i on which has not been 
submitted to Oovemment, namely, ray instructions to the person i^pointad to 
take the census of the Jharejas, now before Government 1 annex copy of these 
instructions, not only because I believe that every document connected with this 
interesting subject will be read with interest, but likewise becs<ise it contains 
additional evidence of the principles on which my efforts for the suppression 
of Infanticide in Kattywar were r^^lated. 

60. In conclusion, I shall briefly notice Mr. Erslune*! letter and enclosures 
of the 28th September lut, relating to a difference of opinion which has arisen 
between his Assistant and himself, on the subject of Infanticide. It was 
very natural that Captain Lang should desire that his letter of the 14th April 
1837 should be submitted to Government, and I see nothing in the request, or 
the manner of making it, which rendered necessary the remark contained in 
the Political Agent’s letter of the 28th September. 

51. Captain Lang's proposal wia, that in order to guard against the pos¬ 
sibility of the commission of the crime of Infanticide and the death of the 
duld being afterwards attributed to premature birth, and to obviate the difficulty 
of iwoving in such cases the crime, ttmt, in aQ instances of premature hirtha 
which may hereafter ocev, where ttie child is ritber stiU^bom, or dist in conse¬ 
quence, the corpse, whether male or fanelt, should be shown to the Oametee, 
or Patel of the village, and a certified paper, setting forth the eircomstaocea 
of the case, be required from them; bot«that where there happens to be a 
Government Mehta on the spot, the report should be asade to him. 
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62* It if ooi Ukdjf widi tkf ffewi FStertMoed by Mr. SnUae ngtrdii^ 
tbf flUMm which wA htFc tdofted (or the extinctioo of the ptacticc, • 
propocidoo of thii kind woold find &Fonr taUs eyot. Tht wfgnticu if alluded 
to io the Uttar portion oftiw tOth par i fT tp kof hkiqwt;* the Political Agent 
doef not itata hU objactiooi toit, bat merely obcerrea, with the optnionf heentar** 
taiof ofthecoerdremeteiifaa adopted he eonU narar eomaantioniljrreooiiuiwd 
it. IthinkmyMlfthatiforthepraaent^themeiMreoeednotbectniedkitoeBact; 
not that I r^ard it tf improper or tmjart, hot bacanfa 1 am willing to hopa 
wa may be able to attain our object withont it Whan tha maating of the 
ChieA if held, th^ Bight howerer, be informed that the meaeure will be hare* 
after adopted if tbt crime atiU continoee to be eominitted, and it U needleea 
here to report that whenever it ii eutpected, on reaeonaUe groundf, that lo&n* 
ticide baa occurred^ and that the tame ii endeavoured to be concealed under 
the pretext of a premature birth,** the circvmatancee of the caee ibould be 
etrictiy inquired into. 

(Signed) J. P. Wilmoobby, 

8<A Sepimber 1838. Secretary to Oovemmeot 


APPENDIX No. 1 TO THE FOEEOOINO MEMORANDUM BY 

Ma. J. P. WILLOUGUDY, 

PVom J. P. WiLLoroHBY, Erq.f Politieal A^ent in Xa/tytnor, (o Jbabkja 
Jam Ruhkuubx, of Mwaavyyvr. Dated Dajkot, 2Ut Jultf 1835. 

After eoiDplimenU.^I have the pleanre to forward, for your information, 
two copiea of a proclamation recently publiahed by Government in thia 
provi nee, upon the aobject of Female In&oticide, to which I request your 
attentive coui deration. 

2. I have been instructed on this occasion to convey to you the satlsUc** 
tion derived by (joTeroEaent on observing the progress which has been made 
in the districts subject to your authority in abolishing this inhuman custom, 
since the return lately furnished by you shows that three hundred and ei^ty 
infants have been preserved. 

3. 1 conAdentty rely on receivii^ from yon the most cordial cooperation 
in carrying into efTect the measures in pit^ress for ensuring the entire aboIi« 
tion of a practice so entirely at variance with the usage of mankind. I am 
happy to inform you that His .Highness the of Kutch has pledged himself 
to use his exertiems to extirpate this heinous sin from his domimons, and I 
look to you, as the Chief of the Jharejas of Kattywar, to follow His Highness 
the Rao’s example, by affording me evecy assistance in accomfdishiqg the 
same oi^t in this province. By doing so you will greatly add to your repu¬ 
tation, and establish for yourself and family the stroi^;^ claims for a eoo- 
tinnance of the friendship and protection of the British Oovemment 

s 

• Vkto pige SOSrf tto Brtectiw, 
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4 I raq««st foo wiU do me tht &Toor to jpTi ofory pnbiid^ to the GKh 
▼ emaont proehmetion; ud b wooU be higUjr coodudre to the Md ki Tiew 
were joo oo thie ocoukMi to eornmoo to fo«r preeeoce jonr Bhjred aad the 
whole of the Jhergee rabjeet to yoor estbori^, iod infera them ofyoor Axed 
^•edfe to ponieh with the otmoet leverity^ end expel Aom the ceete, eay 
pereon who may itUl adhere to the bvbtmie coitom of poui&g their female 
oftpriag to deaths at the eaat thne requiriog them to reoew exiitiiig engage* 
menti for ife diecontiDoaDca. 

6. You will oheerre that OoTomcneDt bu reeolTed to obtain a cenini of 
the Jhareja population of Kattywari and to require from the Cbiefii of the tribe 
half^yearlj returne of all birthe, marriagee» betrotbabi and deathi occurring in 
the dietriet The object of iheee retama ia to enable GoTemment to aacertain 
from the reaulta bow &r exiatiog eagagementa are obaerved; and I requeat 
your ttaUianct towarda rendering the returaa of your diatricta u fell and 
aocurati u poeilbl?. 

6. The Britiah Government haa eatablUbed a fend for the relief of Jharefaa 
in indigent circumetaiicea and unable to defray the marriage expeneea of tMr 
daughters. I eball on all oceaaiona be moat happy to pay every attention in 
my power to auch representatiooa aa you may make on behalf of Jbarejaa ao 
circumatanced. 

7. It ia ttnpoaaible to convey to you an idea of the intenae Intereat felt, 
not only by the Govenunent of India, but by the authoritiei in England, to 
effect the entire extinction of the unnatural crime of Infanticide. Petvona at a 
diatance can acareely credit the existence of auch a custom among a high** 
minded race of men, whose Shastera or religion denounce it aa a crime of the 
deepeit dye, and ao great u not to admit of expiation. In suppreaaing it, 
Government is alone influenced by motives of humanity and the puiest 
philanthropy. It sincerely desires to effect the end in view by persuasion and 
by ao appe^ to the dictates of reason and religion ; bat, should these means 
fidl, the severest penalties will be inflicted upon those who still adhere to the 
detestable custom; and, finally, it will become matter of serious coosidoratioii 
whether GovemDtent can with propriety maintain any relations whatever with 
penoas who, after hating vofentarily renounced the practice, and repeated 
warnings and admonitieoi, may still prove tbemseires to be uttmfy regardless 
of one of the first and most important duties of mankind. 

8. Favour me with an early r^y to this commuoication, and apprise me 
of such measures aa you may ado^ for giving affect to the wishes and ordm 
of Government. 

APPBHOIX Na. 2. 

Fnm J. P» WuLOVonr, Arfstsoaf dgmi ta to Juisia 

Pagmaiasna^ tAs JfeprMs ; ssias deu, 

L to panu I of ths Aregeing. 

9. I have been directed on lUs dooasioo ts a nptem the deep regret which 
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Oo?emxii«nt hM experienced ca recttring the retain 3 roa reeatly fiimUhed of 
Jhtr^e ehiJdren in yOur diitxicta, ibowiDg tbat wbilst there ere eixty-ee?ea 
males only serea femalei have been preserved. No farther proof is requmd to 
establish the melandioly fact^ dmt the barbarons enstom of Female InAn^ide 
still prevails in yonr districts to a coomderable extent, becanseibe inqaMsi oT 
the learned have proved that in all conntries the nomber of persons bora of 
both sexes is netf y equal. Let me remind yon that yonr late htber, the 
spectable Jehajee, was the first Chief who set the example, twenty^five years ago, 
of renouncing this horrible practice, and that, in consequence, yourself and family 
have on varions occasions received special marks of the hrom and friend* 
ship of the British Ooverameni It b mortifying to reflect that the laudable 
example of yonr father has produced so little impression upon the Bbyad and 
other Jharejas residing in the Moorvee Talooka, I exhort yon m the strong* 
est manner to take immediate measures to eniore the strict observance of the 
engagements ratered into by your respected father for the djscontinuaiice of 
this dreadful crime; and I inform yon, that should you fail to do so, and 
should future returns from your districts exhibit similar results, you will forfeit 
all claim to a continuance of the fovour and protection of Ooverament, and 
jnstly expose yourself to reproach and disgrace. 

3. Same as para. 4 of the letter to the Jam. 


4 . 

Same as para. 6 

ditto. 

£. 

Same as para. 6 

ditto. 

6. 

Same as para. 7 

ditto. 

7. 

Same as para. 8 

ditto. 



APPENDIX No. 3. 


From J. P. WiLLonoHBT, JB17., Political Agent in Faitywtr, to Jhabxja 
C atrPDXBSiirojxx, the Ckirf of Oondol DAorq^ lofOu tame date. 

The same as to the Jam, with the exception of the 2nd paragraph, and the 
allusion to the Bao in the 3rd paragraph. 

From J. P. WiLLOuosBY, Esq., Political Agent in Kattgwar, to Jeabbia 
Bovuysihojsx, the Cki^ of Dhnrot Surrifiar ;cf the tame date. 

The same u to the Chief of G<hm1uL 


V 


APPENDIX No. 4. 

JVw J, P. WiLLOuoBBT, £ 1 ;., PoSticol Agent in Kattgwatf to Jsabbia 
S oosajBU, Chi^ of Pegkot Birdv; of the mane date* 

The same as to Oondul and Dhorol, with an addition as fellows 
In my letter of the 20th June I communicated to you the dedsioQ of Oo* 
vernment upon the dreadful instance of Infontidde committed in year home 
in 1833. t trust that the leniency extended to you by Goveninent is duly 
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apprecUited ; that you have beea awakened to a proper aenaa of the heinooa 
Bin which, under the infineoce of a ahocking prejadich, you committed; and 
that you will endeavour to restore yourself »q eome degree to the favour of 
Government by your future exertions towards the auppreaaion of a practice long 
rencuiQced by your tribe genemlly, under the most formal engageroenta. 


APPENDIX No, 

To ike Chiefs of Dmppa, 

Encloaed ia a proi UiuAtion issued by Government, ret^uirliig your tribe to 
adhere to the engagements it entered into twenty*five years ago, to diacontinue 
the barbarous practice of Female Infanticide. 

2, The return of Jhareja'children lately obtained from your district, 
unequivocally proves that tliia detestable custom lias not been abandoned# 
The great disparity of 67 males to 10 females can in no other way be ac¬ 
counted for. 

n. The practice ia denounced as a sin of tlie deepest enormity an the 
Shastei's of your religion, and is universally execrated by all classes of tlao 
community. 

4. 1 hereby iiifonn you Uiat if it is proved by future returns that the 
unnatural custom is still adlaered to, you will render yourself liable to the 
severest faenallies; and if you neglect to attend to this friendly warn ng, you 
will run a great risk of losing your Talookas and tlie privileges you now 
enjoy. Ueply to (his communication. 

The same to Veerpoor, Kliurrere, Mix^leeladeree, Sesang Chnndlee, Kotnt 
Nyajee, flajpuiTa, Jhallcea, Dewanee, Mallia, Loodeeka, Bharwa, Veerwa, 
Shapoor, Wuddslce, Kakseallee, and Gulk. 


APPENDIX No. 6: 

Circuiar in rAr ChUf* of Pal^ KoUu tftt^ Kolra uml Mowa, 

The same as the above, oinitting |>ai*a. tl. 


APPENDIX No. 7. 

Fromi. F. Willoughby, PoUiicol Agent in JCattyvoTf to JifABSia 

Doonuurjbb, (he Ckitf of Kenrrah. 

After compliments.—Enclosed is a proclamation, recently promulgated in 
Kattywar, against the unnatural practice of Female In&atreide, to which I 
request you will give every publicity. 

2 . It has afforded me the highest ntisfaction to observe, from the returns 
of Jhareja children of your district, that yourself and brethren have paid so 
74 0 
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much Atteotion to your eitgagemeats toreoouncc a practice so entirely opposed 
to the usage of mankind. 

3. Your praiseworthy conduct having been brought to the notice of Gopem- 
ment, 1 bare been authorised to grant you a remission of ten annas from the 
tribute payable from Kesarrah for Sumrut IB90» and an honorary j)re8eQt sf 
the name of Government in token of its high approbation of your eaemplary 
conduct. These inwards will no doubt stimulate you to further exertions 
towards extinguishing a crime which has so long disgraced your tribe. 

Send an early reply to this cooiniunication. 


APPENDIX No. H. 

7b tlie Chiefi of nnd Satpdar Wawee, 

The same as the ubove, substituting four annas for ten annas, and omitting 
to mention un honorary present in the name of Ciovemnieut. 


APPENDIX No. 9. 

♦ 

7b (Ae Ifq/ of fhan^dra and othn‘ Chh/n vko ^io4 ikev^ Dau^fUern in 

marruufe fo (ht 

After com|i 1imenU Enclosed is a prorlumalion rcocnlly issued by Govern¬ 
ment, in Kattywar, aguinst the practice of Female Infunticide. 

You are aware that this custom formerly prevailed almost universally 
among the Jhareja tribe, but that its renunciation was provided for under the 
most solemn engagements. Notwithstanding this, it has recently been estab¬ 
lished beyond doubt, tlmttlic barbarous custom is still adhcied to, to a very 
considerable extent. 

Further measures have therefore become iieecssstry to ellcrt the complete 
abolition of Che custom; and the object of luy writing to you is to suggest that 
it be made a stipulation in ;dl marriage conti'ucU entered into l^tween lUj|)oots 
of the Jhalla tribe and the Jhurejas, that the prbciicc shall be disconliuued. 

I rely on your adojjting measures for carry ing tins suggestion into elfect 
within your territory. The practice of Infonticide is revolting to human nature, 
and is denounced os nn inexpiable sin in the Shusters of your leligiou. By 
co-o|)eratiug with me in its discontinuance, you will be doing what is accept¬ 
able to God and man, and entitle yourself to the tlianks and approbation of 
the British Government. ^ 

Favour lue wltli an early rqdy to this coinmuuicatioo. 


APPENDIX No. 10. 

From J. P. WuLOUGiinv, £sfj., Pofiiietd Atjenl in Kattywar^ to Bauajkb 
Bookajbi, MinuUr of the Chief of Oonduli datod 2\$t July 1835. 

After comi>limon(a.~Whcn you lately visited me ut Porebunder, I con- 
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versed wkh you upon the subject of the custom of Female Inftmticide, and 
1 apprised you of the measures I Intended to adopt to secure its entire 
suppression. 

2. This practice being of such a detestable chat'aclcr, and its observance 
^ at variance with the alfection implanted by nature iu the hearts of parents 
for their children, [ nni sanguine that its ultimate abolition umy conhdently 
be expected. 

Ih It Is iny denire to enlist the feelings of the whole community in behalf 
of this sacred cause, so that it may becoruo generally cxecrute<l and be ultimately 
regarded by the tribe among whom it prevails as the great and inexpiable sin 
it is described to be in your Sliasters. 

4. 1 have written ti the Chief whose minister you now ace, requiring him 
to see that Colonel Walker s engagements are strictly adhered to. 1 re(|uest 
the coostaut exertion of the intlii^'nce you must possess, from your situation, os 
well us high and resjiectable character, over the Gondul Jhurejus, to giveelTect 
to tliose settiemenU. 

5. Gucloscd is u proclamation recently issued hy Government on this 
subject, to wliicli I will thank you to give ull the publicity in your power. I 
request also your aUentioa to a letter \ have written on the subject to the 
Chief of Gondul, and that you will urge him to adopt immediate measures for 
giving edVet to Uie wishes cummuiiicalml to him. 

0*. Should any case of [iifunticUle come to your kinmlerlgc, you sliou.d com* 
municate the same to me. I'here is no doubt the practice still prevails f * u very 
considerable extent The IMtisli Government is rtrsoivcd to supf)n*»s it, and 
should persuasions and admonitions fail to ed'ect this, severe iieruliies will lie 
inflicted. 

7. 1 shall be liuppy to rFccive an early reply to this letter, uod if any mea* 
surcs occur to you likely to aid in the end in view, I shall be glad jf you will state 
tiieiu; you could not perform a more aoccpuihlc service than 4iat of suggesting 
any mode by which the crime of Infanticide may be diminished or extinguished 
altogether. 

Consider me your friend an^ welUwisher. 


APPENDIX No. 11. 

Circular letter written to Nathoo Mehta of kimtee, Motee Mehta of Nowa- 
nu^ur, Kunchoorjee Dewan of Joonaghur, ^ba Wureekur of Dhervee, 
Mehta Wassuujec of Gondul, Nuthooruu Munguljee of Porebunder, and 
other induential persons in ICattywar, forwardirtg copy of tiie proclamation, 
and soliciting their aid and cooperation in effecting the extinction of the 
crime of Infanticide. • 

APPENDIX No. 12. 

Circular letter to the undermentioned Mehtas on attachment duty, forward¬ 
ing them the proclamation, directing them to assemble tlie Jhamjas in their 
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Tieinity, and to read aad explain its eoatenU, and to be careful to report to me 
any case of Infanticide ^at may come to tbeir knowledge. 

1. Mehta Mandunjee^ in charge of Mooleeladeree. 

2. „ Purtanbey, of Pal. 

,, Rugoonath, of Rajpoore. 

4. V Rewasunker, of Mungunee. 

5. „ Pooja Kunjnsunkur, of Satodur Waoree. 

6 . if Mandunjec, of Sesang. 

7. ,f Joolojee Veercbnnd^ of Jhallia Dewanee. 

8 . if Babajeei of Drapha. 

9. if Gopalujee, of Rajkot. 

10. Ilaojee, of Mallia. 

Circular letter to the undermentioned Chiefs, forwarding the proclamation, 
and requesting their aid ia giving effect to it. 

1. Jhalla Jttssajee of Thareea Limree Bhyad,dated 4th Aug. 1835. 


2 . 

n 

Narsingjee, 

Bhoeka, 

ditto. 

3. 

»» 

Sugajee, 

Uniceewaleea, 

ditto. 

4. 

f* 

Ugursing, 

Kurnnur, 

ditto. 

6 . 

M 

Bheenjee, 

Bhutan, 

ditto. 

G. 

tf 

Jeejee, 

Buyanna, 

ditto. 

7. 

n 

Sublajee, 

Sumla, 

ditto. 

8 . 

ff 

Jeewanjee, 

Cucbaree, 

ditto. 

9. 


Wujehrai[)ee, 

Than Luckter, 

ditto. 

10 . 

tf 

Bhojrajjee, 

Limree, 

ditto. 

11 . 

99 

Jalimstngiee, 

Deoullee, 

ditto. 

12 . 

ft 

Ryeaingjee, 

Choore, 

ditto. 

13. 

99 

Molajee, 

Jhakbim, 

ditto. 

14. 

99 

Rajsingjee, 

Wudwan, 

ditto. 

15 . 

M 

Jeteqee, 

Wurralee, 

ditto. 

16. 

99 

Abbmingjee, 

Sowke, 

ditto. 

17. 

99 

Buneesingjee, 

KaroU 

ditto. 

18. 

99 

Kushoeajee, 

Oontnr, 

ditto. 

19. 

99 

Chundeesingjee, 

Wankaneer, 

ditto. 

20 . 

99 

Wucbulsingjee, 

Sylah, 

ditto. 

21 . 

99 

Nuthoojee, 

Chulala, 

ditto. 

22 . 

99 

Hunchm^, 

Kumalpoor, dated 7th August 1635. 

23. 

9t 

Jeejabbye, 

Dburode, 

ditto. 

24. 

f 

Korajee, 

Kbandar, 

ditto. 

25. 

99 

Wustabhye, 

Kamlayo, 

ditto. 

26. 

99 

Uloojee, 

Pullalee, 

ditto. 

27. 

99 

Muddarsing, 

Budwara, 

ditto. 

28. 

99 

JuMajee, 

Oeree, 

ditto. 

29. 

99 

Nnthoojee, 

I^liad, 

ditto. 
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30 Jliatia 

Muddarsingjee, 

Tulsana^ dated 7th 

August 1835 

31. 

If 

Phuljee, 

Thanee» 

ditto. 

32. 


Dheepsingt 

Kherolee» 

ditto. 

33. 


Aherajjee, 

Gondeealee^ 

ditto. 

34. 

ft 

Seesabhye, 

Bbalora, 

ditto. 

35, 


Do8aj«e» 

Jampodur, 

ditto. 

36, 

9$ 

Poonjajeei 

Wunod^i 

ditto. 

37. 

ft 

Bunneeting^ ^ 

J ummuri 

ditto. 

38. 

ft 

MahdeoftiDg, 

Rajpoora» 

ditto. 

39. 

tt 

Becheerjee^ 

Wurra, 

ditto. 

40. 

ft 

Byalsing, 

Doodrejt 

ditto. 

41. 

99 

Kheemajee» 

Kearala, 

ditto. 

42. Ilawul Wujehftingjee, 

Bhownuggur^ 

ditto. 

43. 

tf 

Bhawajee, 

Katoteea» 

ditto. 

44. 

tt 

Jeehajee, 

Pucheegaiim, 

ditto. 

46. 

ff 

Futtajea^ 

Dhola, 

ditto. 

46. 

tt 

Kuttajee, 

Punch waiUp 

ditto. 

47. 

ff 

Dosajea, 

Ramiinkp 

ditto. 

48. 

tt 

Poomirjee, 

Checirawayop 

ditto. 

49. 

ft 

Kuslieeajee, 

ChamardeCp 

ditto. 

50. 

91 

llutnuUmg, 

Wurrodcp 

ditto. 

6t. 

ft 

Kuttasing^ 

Ahunpoor^ 

ditto 

62. 

99 

Bhojajee, 

KowreCp 

diib». 

53. 

ft 

Jeteejee, 

Kuttonpoor Damir, 

ditto. 

64. 

ft 

JymutfliQg, 

Tora, 

ditto. 

65. 

99 

Kyajee, 

Jonpooree, 

ditto. 

A 4 

66. 

99 

Vulla Hurbhumjee 

t 

ditto. 

67. 

Gohul Desuljee, 

Sumundeeala, 

ditto. 

68. 

tf 

Kheeroajee, 

Bhc^wusdur, • 

ditto. 

A A 

59. 

tt 

Jeejee Sooraingjee 

, Lathee, 

ditto. 

60. 

tt 

Manajee« 

Gucfoolee, 

ditto. 

61. 

tt 

Doaajee, 

Keejureea, 

ditto. 

62. 

tt 

Jeehajee^ 

Vouree, 

ditto. 

63. 

tf 

Khengaijee, 

Gudalee, 

ditto. 

64. 

tt 

Tc^jee, 

Wangdra, 

ditto. 

66. 

tf 

Korajaa, 

Bhoochurwa, 

ditto. 

66. 

tt 

Ujabhye, 

Lii^^ 

diito. 

67. 

tf 

Mheeroojee, 

Dedukree, 

ditto. 

68. 

tf 

Doodajee^ 

Palitana, 

. ditto. 

69. 

Surweja Umnjee, 

Jhallia. ^ 


70. 

ft 

Jeebhye^ 

Chorok. 


71. 

tf 

Bheamjae, 

Sehole. 


72. 

tt 

Umajea^ 

Roheeaala. 


73. 

tf 

Ryopjee, 

Sulala. 
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74. 

Surweja Ranajee, 

Yawuz. 

75. 

„ Wunajee, 

Rajpooree. ' 

76. 

„ Wukajee, 

Pad. 

77. 

„ Bunneesingjee, 

Dedurda. 

78. 

„ Kyajee, 

Data. 

79. 

Purmar llamjee, 

Moolce. 

80. 

,* Kumeesingjee, 

Moonjpoor. 


Rajkot, 29^A Stfiemker 1835. 

Distributed the proclaniatiou against Infanticide to the Vukeels usually 
employed by the Chiefs in the transaction of their affairs, and directed them 
to take every opportunity of publishing it, and of reminding the Jhareja Chiefs 
of the penalties they will incur by neglecting to attend to it. 


JVom JiiARBiASHAfis ^\jvuvu%i,Jamof Nowamigyur,to J.P. Wiux>uounY, 
Political Agent, Kaitytoar; dated Shrawun Vud \Aih, or 23rd 
AvguMi 1835. 

All is well here. Write regarding your own welfare. Your letter dated 
Assar Vud 11th, has been received. You have therein written regarding 
arrangements for the suppression of the custom of putting our daughters to 
death; all this is right I shall assemble intelligent men logetlicr, and, after 
due deliberation, write you a re|)Iy. 


From JoAnajA Surge Pritrbgrajjeu, Ckuf of Moorcee, and hh Son 
KoUERSBRBB ItvWAJBB, tO J. P. WlLLOUGHBY, Ettj., PolUicdl Affe/tt in 
Xaitywar ; dated Bfu/dervn Vud 0th (I6<A Septem^ 1836). 

After compIiroenU.^All is well here. Write to us of your welfare. Your 
letter regarding the preservation of our daughters and the pi'oclamation on that 
subject has been received. Jhareja Dewajee and all our Bhyad are now at 
Itajkot 1 have written several times to my Vukeels to exact security from 
them, and to send the deeds to me. lie has, however, not yet done so. My 
Bhyad state that they are ready to execute the required writings as soon as 
Jhareja Dewajee has done so. I will write to you hereafter on this subject. 
My father was an instrument originally in this business, and ! myself act up 
to bis example. 1 will not &il |q pay due attention to the orders you have now 
issued. Ded Mhooijee will apprise you of roy iDtentions in this matter. 


From Jbar&ia CntiMDSEi^jNGJBB, Cki^ of GondvJ^ to J.*P. WiLLOuoanY, 
£ig., PoKfteal Agent bt Kattywor; dated lOlA August 1835. 

The British Government formerly adopted measures for the suppression of 
Infanticide; but since receiving your letter of the 21st July, forwarding a 
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proclamttion on tliii subject^ and obeerving that it is your fixed determioction 
to abolish ihs custom, I have accordingly cooinmaicaled the contents of your 
letter end proclamation tu the whole of tlie Jharejas and the Bhyad, and ex¬ 
acted security from them to abstain from the practice, and to the effect that, }f 
enuy of them should disregard the present engagement, he shall be expelled 
from the caste, and rendered liable to any punishment the British Oovemment 
may tliinic pro]>er to inflict. 1 have spared no pains and trouble to inform 
them thoroughly of this. The measures adopted become the virtuous and 
humane cliamcteT of the British Government, and are strictly in accordance 
with the precepts enjoined in the Hindoo Shasters. He who now should 
commit the dreadful crime will reap the fruits of his guilt; and he who, know¬ 
ing that the crime has been committed by another, should hesitate to reveal 
his knowledge thereof, must {Mrttci|iate in the guilt and sin which are tho 
cmisoquences. Who would participate in such sin f Let the Sirkar be con¬ 
vinced of this; nothing will be left undone in this matter. But should, not- 
wit)islanding, any instance of the crime occur, the Sirkar is all-powerful to 
punish. Half-yearly returns will be transmitted os directed. The new year 
will comincnce from the Dussara, six months after which the first hnlf-yearly 
rctiiin will be forwarded. 


Juvm JlTAUEJA SoOttAJBB, ChUf of Rajhot, to J. P. WiLLOUOnDY, E$q,, 

PolUiatl Afftnt in KuUifitar ; dated Av^$l ld35. 

1 have received your letter dated the 20th June. I am willing it pay the 
line of Hs. 12,000 therein imfiosed upon me. i am, however, md in cir¬ 
cumstances to |)ay tho whole of this sum at once; I rely on vour goadiiess 
to grant some indulgence in this resptH^t. You have desired that whenever 
there might be the prosjiect of an iourcasc to my family, I shoiild inform you 
of the same. This I will carefully attend to. In regard to the security de¬ 
manded frciui me that I shall horeaflcr abstain from the praetice of Iiifunticidc, 
1 beg to state that I abjure the custom for ever; und, if ever I am found guilty 
of the crime, iny jicsscssions will be at your diK|>osal. Should you still 
insist upon exacting security, 1 am bound to afford it. I have, agreeably to 
vour oiders, caused the departure of Mehtas Joota Buiwunt and Dulputram 
Kuoshall from my territories. In reply to your orders that 1 must not injare 
Patel LuckiQon*s mother, the midwife, and other persons who gave evidence, 
or dieir relations, kc., 1 to state that Luckmon Patei is like a son of the 
'Durboi*, and there is no one it regards no mudf as it docs him. 

2 . I this day, in the presence of four Sowkars anB two other persons, called 
in Luckmon Patel, and gave him promises of encouragement I have received 
a proclamation on the subject of Infanticido which you transmitted to me, and 
shall adopt arrangements for carrying the orders therein contained into effect 
Whatever the English Government determines upon doing is designed for our 
good, and 1 am anxious to obey the wishes of the Sirkar. I beg you will be 
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00 good 00 to grant tat some indulgence in paying the fine imposed on me ; 
the way to be that which youreelf may be pleased to determine. My estate 
18 at the will of the Sirkar. This is my petition. 


fVom Jbabbja BaoMBBNsaAiBB, Chief of Kara San^atut, to J, P. Wil- 
LouoHBY, E$qif Political Agent ta Kattgwar, dated Skrmoun Shaod 6thy 
or 31 St July 1835. 

Acknowledge letter with proclamation of Political Agents and recapitulates 
the contents. 

I continue to act agreeably to my engagements, and the wishes of Govern• 
ment in this businesa. The object of Government is to uphold the Hindoo 
religion. The unfortunate alone will not understand this, and wretchedness 
will be their portion. Three daughters have been lately bom in my &mily, 
an<h have been preserved. 1 have drawn up a return of them in the form 
formerly furnish^ me by you, and have sent this return with the usual letter 
to you. I am obedient to your orders, and desire to act according to the 
wishes of GovemmenL This, Sir, is my representation. 


From }nKmiK3vetoAn, Chief of Loodetka^ to J. P. Willoughiiy, 

Politieal Agent in Kattgtoar, 

I have received your letter with the proclamation, aud have placed it on my 
head. I will obey the order of Government. 


From Jhauja Myramjbb, and (too other Shareholders of Afooleeladeeree, to 
J. P. WiLLOVOHBY, Esq., dated ShrawuH Shood (7th August 1835). 

We have received your letter with the proclamation. Whoever commits 
the sin of In&nticide will be punished. We will attend to the orders of 
Government. We have explained the contents of the proclamation to all 
our Bhyad (brethren) and will all attend to it. 


FVom tie Jhabbja Cbibfs op Dbappa, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Poli¬ 
tical Agent in Kattgxear, dated Jest Wud (l2iA June 1835). 

In obedience to the pri^amaiion issued by Government, which we have 
read, we will not put oar daughters to death. Should any of our Bhyad 
commit the crime, wb agree to his being considered an ofignder ^;ainst Go¬ 
vernment. 

As above written we will act. 


Signature of tlie ]Mirties. 
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From Jharfja Ladajbb, ChUf of Jtajpooroj to i. P. Willdvohuy^ E*q., 
Political Agent in Katigwar, dated Shrawu* Shood 8M (2nd Avgmt 1836). 

Yoiii* letter with the proclamation respecting the preserration of the daiigh^ 
terBOf JharejaA, h ts been rcceieed. The Mehta on attachment duty assembled 
t^ether tho whole of my Bhvad and read the proclamation over to them. 


From JiCAREJAs Kuanjkk PatiiajsBi KAVTurn/EE I.arua4eb, Khsvrjek 
Nanarhvb Ai.ladhyb,^ Satodar Wottree, to J. P. WiLLovonnY, Eeq., 
PolUieal Agent in Kattgtcarf dated Shrateun Shood ^lh(3rd Augtat 1835). 

Yoiir letter^ and the proclamation regarding the preservation ofour daughters, 
have been received. The Jubteedar, Kooinashunkur, assembled tlic whole of 
our Ilhyad together and c<Knmunicated (he contents of your dcsjnitch to tirem. 
In obedience to the orders of (h)venimcnt we have never, nor will hcncc** 
r<irwai‘d, put our daughters to death. 


From Jhaueja Kuenoahjee and the Dhgud of Kotra Nyajee, ro J. P. Wii.- 
LoroiiuY, Political Agent in Kattgtrnr, dated IstAvgwft 1835. 

The proclamation which you (ransmiUed, regarding the daughters of Jharvjas, 
has boon received. Kcnd the compliments of Khengnrjce’n mother. 

From Jhareja DoNuriuEK, of Keesnrah, to J. P. Wn.LOunjinv, Fsg., 
PoUiical Agent m Knltyfrnr, dated 31s< July 1835. 

Tlio [iroctamation Au warded by you lias l)ocii placed on my lir ul ; 1 do not 
net contrary to the w i^ilies of (*ovcnuucnt. 


Fi'om Jt] ARB/A Dubai EE, Chief of Puul^ ioi. P. Willouohz^, i’ohVicaf 

Agent in Katigwar, dated IlM Octoher 1835. 

I have received your letter with the proclamation. 1 havu assembled my 
Bhyad, and formed engagemeuts that they should not put their daughters to 
death. I am under the same obligation to preserve my daughters. Five 
months since my brother, Jhareja Ilurreebhye, got a daughter, which ho 
j)rescrved. This 1 wrote for your informatiun. 

-^ 

From Darajbe Buohajse, Aflnisur of the Chi^ of Oondulfto J. P. Wil- 
LOUGHBY, ^r^., Pofidcal Agent t« Kattywar^ dated llfA August 1835. 

Aft^r compliments—Acknowledges the Political Agcnt'a» letter forwarding 
the proclamation, and, after recapitulating contents, stateB^I have thoroi^hly 
informed the Chief, Jhareja Chundersingjee, of these matters, and the 
arrangements directed by you shall immediately be adopted, as you hRva 
7j IS * 
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tlntdy beta informed in t letter from the Chief himself. He wlio conceals 
bis knowledge of % crime so heinous u that of In&nticide is guilty of a deadly 
siOf and concernment in the murder; who, then, would share the enormous 
guilt attached to such concealment? The labour which you have undertaken 
from motives of the purest philanthropy, and the orders you have issued, w»^ 
be cordially aided and obeyed even at the peril of our lives. 


JVofli Baba Wossbieitb, Farwr of ike Talooka of Dheroli^ to J. P. Wil- 
LoroBST, E$q*f PoUtical Agtni in Kailgteary dated 29th A^tguet 1835. 

After compliments.—I have received your letter forwarding a proclamation 
regarding the suppression of the wicked crime of Infrmticide practised amongst 
the Jharejas. 1 have published the proclamation amongst the Girassias 
and others residing in the villages included in my form. With Colonel 
Walker originated the adoption of measures for the abolition of Infonti- 
cfte, but it is you who have vigorously carried those measures into execution 
upon a systematic plan. The ears of the community are at last opened, and 
they begin to see with their eyes. The inhuman custom continued, and your 
predecessors came and went, but no one bos been so fortunate as to deserve 
that credit before Qod, and eternal fame with posterity, which you have 
obtained. I shall adopt the arrangements you have directed, and com¬ 
municate with you on the subject from time to time. I rejoice in two things— 
the exercise of virtue, and the attainment of that celebrity which is the 
inevitable concomitant thereof. 


.fVoM M BHTA N UTBOORAM MvKOVUBt, of Porfbwfder, to J. r. WlLLOUanBY, 
Eiq; PoUHcut Agent in Kattgvar, dated 20th September 1835. 

After compliments.—-Your letter dated the 7th August last has arrived, and 
afforded me gr^t pleasure. The proclamation regarding the daughters of 
Jharejas has also arrived, and I have conversed with the Rana on the subject. 
The Jaitwa tribe is not numerous; there are only four Dehlees (divisions). 
Orders have been issued to all of them to abstain from Female Infonticide. 
The Rana b very much pleased that the attention of Government is engaged 
on a subject of such immense interest, and so conformable to the religion of 
all nations. The Jaitwa tribe, however, was not included in Colonel Walker's 
arrangements for the suppreasion of Infonticide, because this (s.e. Porebunder) 
is a Dhurmraj or place wberdv^ligion is much respected, and the custom does 
not prevail; the four Dehlees consist of only ten bouses. 1 am much 
rejoi^ that the precepts of religion are to be enforced, and I will co-operate. 

I 

From Rukchobjo Dbwan, of Joonoghur, to J. P. Willoughby, £rg., PoU^ 
Heat Agent in Xatfywar, dated Aeioo Vud2nd (12rA Jufy 1835). 

After eomplments.—Your fovour, together with the proclamation, has been 



. THE PROVINCE OP OirSBRAT. 


561 


received. T'le Jh«rqa«, in patting their dtugfatere to denlh, commit a great sin. 
The Sbastert deecrite this sin as one of the greatest enbnni^. The custom of 
InAiQtictde is not sanctioned in any of the Pooraiu that I have ever heard of. ;A 
woman cannot l>c deprived of life even if she is the most depraved and aban« 
*^ned of her sex. Tlie guilt, therefore, ofputting an ihnocent infant to death is 
of the blackest dye. The British G overament, in abolishing this inhuman prac* 
ticc from motives of religion and humanity, bns gained fdr itself the highest 
reward of virtue. There arc eeiiaiQ tribes of Rajpoots who put their daughters 
to death. The causes which appear to me to have led to the practice are men¬ 
tioned below. These causes, however, do longer exist, and it is unaccountable 
their still continuing to practise the crime. 

The causes I mentioned arc as follows 

1. Up to Uie reign of Prithccraj Chola the bride was the property of the 
strongest, who succeeded in taking possession of her person from the pavilion 
erected to celebrate her marriage. The contentions which ensued in coi^- 
qiicnce were of the bloodiest description. 

2. The Summa tribe of Rajpoots gave a daughter in marriage amongst tho 
Soomra tribe of Rajpoots. Some causes originating in this connection led to 
a lasting rupture between the tribes. 

3. The daughter of the Raja of Tutta was carried away by the Kuleeb or 
Sewant of Dugdada. 

4. The MiisHulmen, during their reign, forcibly possessed themseivc., of the 
daughters of the Rajpoots, and great hatred imd opposition between the castes 
ensued in consequence. 

To the above causes was owing the practice amongst tho Jharejas of putting 
their daughters to death. The present times are, however, th.^sc of religion 
and virtue, and violence cannot be exercised by one tad ividua! against another. 
It is therefore unnecessary to continue the practice of infanticide. The greater 
portion of Jharejas do not adopt this dreadful crime; but those who do so 
will abstain, in obedience to (he will of Government. As yon have written to 
me to co-operate in the abolition of the custom, and as it is a work of piety, 
no endeavours will be spared on my part. Write In return, commanding me 
to do you service* 


From Wassunjbe Eswuhgjrb of Gondii, to J. P. WiLLOtroHBY, Pofi- 

tical Agtnt in KattywoTf dated 1 August 1835. 

Acknowledges the Political Agent’s letter with the proclamation (recapi¬ 
tulates contents). 

I have spoken to the Durbar (i.e. Chief of Gondul) on the subject, and he 
has dea|)atched people to the several members of bis Bhyad. The strictest 
inquiries will be instituted, and no labour spared. The British Government 
is the protector of justice and of the^religion of the Hindoos; consequently the 
arrangements it has adopted for the suppression of Female Infantic^e will be 
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acted upon. The orders of GoTemment are like a crown on the licada of 
erery one; all persons are bound to obey the wisbes of Goremment. 


From Mabaraka Hurbb Umursiivgjev, Chirf of Drangdrat to J. P. WiB-* 
LOvOBDYi Eoq.f Politieol A^ent in KattytcoTf dat<d Aihmn Shood 2nd 
{2ith Septembh" 1635). 

After compliments.-^Your order r^rding the daugliters of Jharejas, 
together with a proclamation on the sameaubject> has been received. I have 
summoned my Bhyad to a conference on the subject; they have agreed 
to meet at Drangdra the day after the Dewallee festival. After this meeting 
for deliberation I will write further to you. 


Frm JuALLA Bhojrajss, Chief of Limree, to }, P. Willouqbvy, Fsfj.f 
Political Agent in KaUytooTf dated 4th Pkvdertta Wud (11 th Sqrt, ] 635 )« 

Acknowledges receipt of letter and proclamation. 

I shall act in obedience to your wishes. 1 have distriboted the letterSi 
twenty'four in number, which yon forwarded to the address of the Bhynd. 
As to a reply being sent you by tlie Bhyad, 1 have to mention that some of 
them understand, and others do not, the object in view. The Bliyad are dis* 
tributed in many villages, and require to be advised by a proper person. I 
shall therefore depute Mehta Nuthooram to them with instructions; but per** 
manent arrangements can only be effected by your sending a Mehta into my 
Talooka for the pur|Tose of taking writings from the different members of the 
Bhyad; but, should this measure appear objectionable, Uic Bhyad, when tliey 
attend as usual at Itqjkot for the purpose of settling their dues to Government, 
can be made to execute writings in your presence; this is the only certain 
method which appears to me of accomplishing the wishes of Government. 


From Jballa Ugurhinojbe, Chirf of Ktmur, to J. P. WiLiiOi*ORBT, 
Political Agent in Kaityuar, dated Ut September l63o. 

After compliment3.*^Your letter dated tlie 4 th August, regarding Oie pre¬ 
servation of Uie daughters of Jliarcjas, with the proclamatioo, arrived on tlic 
28th August. 1 placed it on my liead. In conformity with the desire of 
Government, arrangements will be made. 


Jf'Vom JuAiXA ItwusiNGjea, Chi^ of CAorn, to3» P. WiLLoronoY, Eeg., 
PoUdiMl Agent in Xattgwar, dated Ut September 1835. 

After compliments.^Your letter nhooi the daughters of the Jharejas, and 
the proclamation on that subject, have arrived. I placed them on my head, 
and will act in conformity with the wishes of Government. 
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fivm Jhalla Urbuiujjbr, ChUf oJ GondtaUef,to J. P. WitLoronny, 

PolHUal Agtnt in Kati^ar, dnitd 26tA Angttgt 1835. 

AfUr com pi ii Rents.—Your letter, forwarding a proclamation respecting too 
^jaughters of Jlmrejas, has been received. At present 1 have no daughter, but 
should I ever betroth a daughter to a Jhareja, I will do so a/ler having made 
arrangements confortoablc to tlie Government orders. 


From JiiALLA Deepsixgbb, Ckuf of Amf//ee, (oi, P. Willocohiiy, £^7., 
Politie/d Agent ta Kattificor, dated 25M Aayuti 1835. 

I have received your letter, peruaod, and understood its contents. According 
AS you have written, a writing will be taken, and our daughters married. 
Further, the motives of Govcniinent in this matter arc purely thoso of hu¬ 
manity, and the measures Uicy adopt are for the best As you have written, 
writings will be taken from the Jharejas, and in future we shall not give them 
our daughtors without hr^^t obtaining a writing from them, though yon should 
or should not write to us again on tlie subject* 


Fnm JiiALLA SuKK^iAUEB, PrajtritioT of Bhohrety lalooka HWtron, to 
J. P. Wn.toroiinY, £^ 7 ., dated 2Qth Aagnti 1835. 

Your letter lias been rrevived, read, and tlie contents thereof mu' :vstood. 
In obedience to your wishes, the daughters of Jharejas will be yieservcd, 
and a writing to this cdect taken from them before we marry our daughters 
to tlieni. _ 

From Uawi:l Jctruee Motuebjuu, Shareholder of tkt VilOige of Button^ 
jfoor Dfimott, to J. P. Wii.u)i;ouuy, Esq,, Politienl Agent in KutUjwar, 
dated 23rd Avguet 1835. 

Allot complimcuts.—Your letter, dated 7th August, has^ecn received, tn 
this country the Jhartju people do not preserve their daughters. (Recapitu¬ 
lates the contents of the Political Agent*s letter.) I have derived much 
pleasure from the receipt of your letter. My people abuse the custom of the 
Jharejas, and it is becoming of the just Government of the Sirkar, the pro¬ 
tector of religion, to adopt the arrangements it has done. Every one is pleased 
with this. Before we give our daughters in marriage to the Jharejas,^we shall, 
08 directed, take the requisite writings from them to abetaia from Female In¬ 
fanticide. I write this for your information. ' 


From SrnwBTA Bi^nsesikg and otkers, of Pedurda, to J. P. Willoughuy, 
£ 17 ., PoUlietU Agent in Kattgtear, dated 3rd September 1835. 
Acknowledges the Political Agent's letter, and recapitulates its contents. 

We have never yet given our daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, but if 
er we do so in future, it will be nnder the arrangements you desire. 
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FroOi Rawul HrBBHcwW, Chirf cf WmUa^ to J. P. WiixouciHBt, JSry;, 

datod hih SipUoAer ] 836 . 

Ackaowledg«« the receipt of the procUmtUon, end statee^I shall act agree¬ 
ably to the Sirkar*! ariangeme&ts; be sure of this. 


From Ravul Sbbajeb and Rawul Kusslajbb, Chief of Puehegaum, to 
J. P. WiLiiOUGHBT, Etq.f PoUHeal Agent in Katlgworf dated 22nd 
Augmt 1636. 

We have received your letter, read, and understood its contents. Your letter 
to Rawul Puttabhye, of Dhola, has also been received, read, and understood, 
^o oue is beyond the orders of the Sirkar. 


From Gohbo Khouaebiitb, of Jutla^>oor, to J. P. Willouobby, Eifj.t 
PoUHcal Agent in Kattywar, dated 29tk August 1835. 
Acknowledges the receipt of the proclarastion, and states—The custom of 
Female Infanticide does not prevail in my jurisdiction. 1 have inquired into 
this, and have found such to be the case. 


From Gouht Khumabhte and Oohol Ujabhyb, of Bofawuddurt to J. P. 
WiLLOUOBBY, PoUtkai Agent in ^at/ytonr, dated Auud ShoodU 
4th, 1892 (26tA Septmber 1635). 

After compliments.—Your letter, forwarding the proclamation, has been 
received, and its contents understood. Henceforward, whenever we may 
betroth our daughters to the Jbarejas, we will exact security as directed. 


From JhaXiLA Bbcbubjbb, Chief of Wun, to J. P. WtttouoRBY, JEsq,, Politi¬ 
cal Agent in Kattgwsr, dated Badenea Vud 13fk (20th 8q>tember 1835). 

After compliments.—The proclamation regarding the dai^hters of Jharqas 
has been received. I am exceedingly well pleased with this arrangement, which 
is proper. In conformity with your desire, henceforward, whenever I may 
betro^ my daughters to any Jhareja, I will inform (he Sirkar. 


FVom SvBWYA Ryopjbb mid Sobwta. Bropvt Sino, of SunalUa, to J. P. 

WxLLOVOBBT, Fkj., Po^ricoi Agent in Kattywar, dated 6th 8ept» 1836. 

AAtt compliments.—Your letter and the Bombay proclamation have been 
received, and the oontents underetood. We have not up to this rime entered 
into any marriage alliance with the Jbarejas, but should we hereafter do so, we 
will inform. Do not entert^ any care or fear on this matter, but continue 
to show favour towards us; we are under your protection. 
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tVom SvuwTk Ktabhtb Subwta MuFtrBHTS, OiirfM ^DottOf to J. P. 
WizxocroHBT» E$q.f P9iitwil A^ent in XaUywo\ dated 9tk Sept 1836. 

After cofDpliments.—Year order regarding the daughter*, afid the pro- 
clamatioo, have :irrired. It U not the cuatom with us to kill our daughters; 
marry them as respectably as we can. 

• 

From Mebta Pooejab Koorkashukkub, ZubUtdar of SaUdnr Wowree, to 
J, P. WiLLovoBBT^ -Shg., PolUieal Ageot in KaUywaff dnUd Shravun 
Skoodh 9ih {2nd Augutt 1836). 

Acknowledges Mr. Willoughby's letter transmiUiQg the prodsmatiou ; re¬ 
capitulates contents. 1 assembird all the Bhyad of the Tvlooka together, and 
read over your letter, with the proclamation, to them. The Jhnrejes assembled 
said they would not put their daughters to death, nor permit their dependants 
doing BO. Their answer was to thii eflect I delivered the proclamation over 
to them. I shall immediately inform you of the death of females amongst the 
Jbarejas. Khuna Khanjee and the Talookdars have, all together, prepared 
a petition which you will receive. 


From Babajeb Balcbistka, Znbuedarof Drappa, to J. P. WitLovonBY, E$q.f 
Political Agent in Katty^car, dated 4th Avgust 1836. 

Acknowledges communication regarding Infanticide from the Political 
Agent; states—1 have, in obedience to your orders, atsemblrd all tho 
Bhyad tc^ether, and communicated to them the contents of the prr^clamation. 
Their acknowledgment of the receipt of the proclamation has K^en forwarded 
to you. I Bliall duly inform you of all births amongst the Bhyad, and pay 
strict obedience to your instructions in this respect. 

Applies for a form to guide him in drawing op the return of Jharejas requir¬ 
ed by the PoliUcal Agent. * 


From Ragokath Ramchutobe, Zubteedarof Rajpore, to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq; PoHUcal Agent ta Kattgioar, dated 2nd August 1836. 

Acknowledged the receipt of the Political Agent's letter, and recapitulates 
contents. 

In obedience to your orders, Jbareja Ladbgjee is in attendance on you at 
Rajkot; but 1 assembled Jharega Ramabhyee and the rest of the Bhyad, and 
disclosed to them your letter, with the proclamation, after reading the same 
over to them. Their acknowledgment of the receipt of these documen|^ is 
herewith transmitted. I have iaaued the strictest injunctions to them to pre¬ 
serve their daughters, and reqaised of them to give, writings to that effect. 
They replied, together, that their Chief, vis. Jhareja Ladbajee, was in attend¬ 
ance on the Political Agent at Rajkot, and would enter into any engage- 
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roento in tlicir names that may be ilemaoded of bim. I sliall keep inquiries 
on foot amongst the Bhyad. Mehta Jeebhyec, formerly in charge at this place, 
furnished you with a return of the m^e and female Jbarejaa then existing. I 
herewith transmit a return of such as have been boro since that period. 


From the ZuoTBBOAn of Moolbbladbbbb^ to J. P. WtuxiiranBY, 
Political Agent in Kattywor, dated 7tk Avgust 1835. 

I have received your letter and the prociacnation r^rding the daughters 
of Jharejas, and handed them to the Talookdar, after informing him of their 
contents. The strictest inquiries will be instituted, and the results duly coro« 
municated to you. 


bg the Honorable the Governor, dated 20th September 1638. 

Mr. Krskine's Infanticide Report for 1835 and 1836 has been so fully 
analysed by Mr. Willoughby, in his valuable Memorandum on this important 
nnd interesting subject, that it will be unnecessary for me to enter at nil 
into detail. 

Both these ^gentlemen liave brought to this subject the warmest zeal to 
accomplish the most benevolent object; and have been actuated in the 
measures they have adopted by the most earnest desire to suppiesa and put on 
end to the revolt!ug and wicked practice of Female Infknticide, by every effort 
which lias suggested itself to their judgment as best adapted to that end, 
though they differ in some respects. Mr. Willoughby’s matured judgment, and 
knowledge of the people, lead me to acquiesce in his proposed amend men ts 
of the su^estions of Mr. Erskine. 

The success winch lias attended Mr. W'illoughby's cfforla is very strikingly 
shown by the number of female children preserved of those horn in the last 
year of his Agency, and the one following it; althoi^h, as embracing only 
twelve instead of eighteen months, and omitting the Talooka of Noanu^ur, 
they exhibit a result very much short of what might have been given. 

Whatever recommendation or otherwise the preliminary inquiry into chaises 
may have in ordinary questions of a criminal nature, in those connected with In¬ 
fanticide 1 think them of very great importance, particularly as tending to 
])revent groundless or malicious charges being brought before the public, and 
the character of the accused unnecessarily injured. The suggestion of the 
Political Secretary should be adopted. 

The persecution which it appears the Chief of Rajkot has exercised towards 
the connections of party who informed against him, should be inquired into 
nnd redressed, as pointed out in para. 21. 

. It is to be regretted that Mr. Erskine had .not more carefully looked into 
ii\t proceedings of his predecessors, nor possessed tlie documents which should 
now he sent him as suggested in para. 48 of the Memorandum, when be would 
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have been ^a^isfied tiiat roeaeurea of a conciliatory cliaructer formed aa much 
a part of Uh principle of proceeding os of hit own, andjn the conapicuous and 
acknowledged aiicccae which has attended those principles of proceeding he 
would have found a more solid grouud of coinmendution than any which he 
•has adduced as the basis for condemning tlirm. 

In Mr. Willoughby's remarks upon the eight pm|>ositions of Mr. Erskine 
for effecting the great benevolent object in view in paims. 32 to 41 of the 
Memorandum, 1 entirely concur. I am quite at a loss to conceive how in his 
sixth proposition he could have proposcfl the degree of impunity for the crime 
of which they have had such full knowicilgo, uud of the iwnalties attaching to 
it througli Mr. Willoughby's proclamation. On the eighth propositioiii I 
think the Honorable Court should l>c i«tn>iigly recommended to authorise on 
expenditure sulUcient to ensure cfRcient measures for the diffusion of education 
in Kattywar. 

The ])roclamation proposed should he amended by embodying much of that 
of 1834, so that it shall appear distinctly os a (Nintiiiuation of the former pro- 
clamation. I object to tlie circular, because of tlio inconsistency tliat would 
be involved in our issuing a document speaking of the Shasters as containing 
n declaration of the tnic law of (io<l. liy av<iiding such questionable, or rather 
erroneous statement, and siitiplifying and Hliortening tlie circular somewhat as 
proposed in |mra. 44, it would i>e much improved. The meeting of tlic Chiefs^ 
if it can be ejected in the spirit antici(Ktled by Mr. Erskine, will, 1 tr .ist, be 
attcndetl with the benefits he anticipates. 

In conclusion, I have to observe that the few remarks 1 have offereil on tlie 
interesting rc|>orts Iwforc the Honnl, an<l the Political Secretary'^ valuable 
Memorandum on it, touch but on few of tlic ])oinU which deserved notice •, I 
Mtf however, that I could not improve u|)un the several recommendations 
which Mr. Willoughby has ofiered, and 1 would therefore suggest that be be 
requested to frame, in the s|)irit of his 4Gtli p;uitgraj>h, a reply to Mr. Erskine, 
embracing them. * 

The whole subject will also be reported U> the Honorable Court. 

(Signed) James Farisii. 


Minute by (he Honorable Mr, Dr.vtor, dated 22icd September 1838. 

I quite agree in the general propositions for the suppression.of Infanticide, 
but en^rtain doubts of the advantages to be expected from general convoca¬ 
tions of ignorant, prejudiced men, who are confessedly incompetent to enter 
into, or comprehend oar views, but who seem to me quite as likely to confirm 
and embitter each other's prejudices as to be converted to^ur way of think- 
ing, while it may tend to give combined habits of action not desirable to 
encourage. 

76 u 


(Sigr>ed) J. A. Dvnloe. 
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MiHuU by the /I<fnorabU Mr, G« W. Apdbrsok^ $ub$cribtd to by the Honor- 

I abU Mr, Dunlop. 

1 entirely concur in the view Mr. Willoughby has taken of Mr. Erskine's 
report^ and in the measures he suggests where he differs from Mr. Erekine. 

The mode Mr. Willoughby points out in bis 7th paragraph for conductiiig 
inquiries into these cases 1 consider eminently wise^ and should be alone 
followed. * 

Mr. .Erskine's proposition, that no proceedings should be held in these 
cases for two years, I should strongly object to*-as unnecessary for informa¬ 
tion to put the Jliarejas on their guard—for infonnation of .our abhorrence of 
the practice they already possess^as also of the penalties to which the practice 
renders them liable. 

It would tend to throw a doubt upon our former proceedings ; to give those 
proceedings, in some measure, the colour of injustice, in our not having given 
such law of warning before \ and lead to some doubt if up to this point we 
had really been in earnest. 

1 do not see either any necessity for the proposed proclamation; it proclaims 
what is already sufRciently known ; and I do not suppose any one really sus¬ 
pects that any good would come of it. 

I admit that education and knowledge will ultimately change the feelings 
and habits of a whole people; but this is a work of time; and it is not to 
knowledge so gained, that we must look for the cessation of this great crime, 
but to measures of vigor tempered with prudence and conciliation. Our pro¬ 
gress since Mr. Willoughby's administration has been great, and entitles him 
to the highest pmise. Many have written much, hut in his measures vve find 
a practical result, and till wc find a better and moi'e extensive practical result 
promised, and likely to occur from other measures, I think those he adopted, 
and now so satisfactorily explains, ought to be persisted in. 

(Signed) G. W« Anderson. 

J. A. Dvsuip, 

MifiHto by the Honorable the Governor. 

With regard to the convocation 1 do not think it will do any harm; and in 
regard to the proclamation, it will perhaps be best to republish the former one 
with such modifications as the altered state of circumstances, and the census, 
may render necessary. 

« *_(Signed) J. Farisb. 

Minute by the Honorable Mr. G. W. Anderson, tubseribed (o by the Honor¬ 
able Mr, Dunlof. 

I must say that I doubt any good coming from the convocation, and I should 
consider it a hazardous measure. On the question of the necessity for the pro¬ 
clamation I have given my opinion. 

(Signed) 0. W. Anderson. 

J. A. Dratop. 
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iy the HomtrabU Board. 

At the presi'ul time, and with reference to the state of the country, the 
couvocation had better not be held. 

^ (Signed) Jahba Fauish. 

G. W. Anderson. 

J. A. PvKU»p. 

Mbuorandum.— The tuhttanee of Mr. \Vlllo%ighhy $ fortQoittg Mmwanduv^f 
dated the 8M ^epteml^ 1838, and the vietes of the Mujority of the Board 
tonitnned ia the ubovt Minytes^ wete coiawtiMiaUrd to the Political Agent 
XA Kattywa:r, oh the \6th yebrearg 18311. % 


' NoTS.'^Tbe«<* |)rocctHlinfi;t l>cvti rc^iortid to tlic lIuoorRble Ibc Court of Diroetori. 

tbnt autboHty, oo the VM\x May I (MO, n*]iUei) aa folloff 0 t<^ 

**Mr. Gr»kiiio\TC|iort on the proB<^* of the mcaaorca for the aiippreaaion of rnfaoticide iu 
Hatty war. duruiB the yean 1^.15 uul in crtiUtaldr t<» ha mduatiy and iatelliBeoto. We 
agree with you, however, iu tbiukiug that (lie facta by him, and eejiccialiv the very 

great iaercuac tliowii by the rcoau^ io t)iu uiiinbcr of female cbibln*n ik»v in exiitcocc (atium* 
ing tliat I lie cciiaiii a to lie relied iitMio. tif wUhtb we ex|ireai no doubt), ainply juetify a far 
more fiivoiiraMe opinion ihuii dial ciitudaiiunl Hy liiio of the »nc(*ei)i of the incana bitbedo 
ado]ited to cliwk Infantieidc. and tliat (be reault altogiilicr ia by no ni(«Aa auch at to uail 
fur til at totnl change of inca'turea wbu*h he ivema to rccomoK'nd. although aonieof hit “Uggoa* 
tioni may l>r kcneflrially adoptc<l in aid of the mcasnreM aircatly in ojH'ration. 

3. Among other thingH Ur. Krvkinc rvcotnmenda ao atiemtit to induce tlia 1la)|¥Hjt ChWfi 
in Katt^-war (with whom tliu Jharvyaa |iniifiiHiUy intermarry) to enter into an etigaglament not 
to give their rlaiightcM iu niarringi* to any trilte who will not give them thu*r ihiugliUn in 
return. Mr. Hrikine a of opiimin tliat the Chiefa would w*illiugly cuter into «ur)i an engage* 
inent; nnd be ha^ ahown good reason for thinking that, if adhercil to. it won hi teud greatly to 
the siipjireunm of the crime. 

*'d. Allotlier of Mr. Kmkinv'a |>ro]K>sitionH ii, that the Jlitrcja Chief* should he required to 
enter into an engagement iliat tlie cxpeiuot of the marriage of (lia dau^btera of their Bhyad* 
shall not escce<l a certain amount, to be fixed at a meeting of the caste. If this tribe could 
lie induced to abuidou tlie idea tliat eaticascs much execmliug those incurred ou a limilar 
occasino hy other castes arc neccHsary in thcirN. one of the iuduecnieaU to the destruction of 
their female off 2 t)inng would he coosirlcrahly wetkcncil. 

** S. You hive uinctioucd liotb thcac ]iro|MHitioQ8 with the proptr reservations. You have 
licsides judiciously, as we think, dcclnrcd au amnesty for all acts of this ilescnptioo committed 
licfcirc the cud of 1835. Mr. Enkine*s |iroj>otitiun for allowing impunity to such aeti pro* 
apectively for two ycara. tnucting meanwhile wbi^ly to indirect means and to moral ioGucncc, 
was altogether iuadioissible. Something might have taid in favour of such a plan at 
the commencement of our oiiemtions, but it is obvious that a system of ioTcstigatioD and 
puiushmeot once introduced emnot be afiandoncd or even suspended, without risking the 
entire failure of our object. 

6. We approve of yoor liaving mstnicied Mr. Erikiae to adopt bis predecessor** practice 
of never exposing parties to the ioeoavenience and dishonour of a |>ablic trial without first 
satisfying bimiicif, hy a priratc investigation, that iberc waa ground for the charge. 

7> Ws are sorry to observe tliat it has been found neeemry to dismias the Moonshee who 
had been employed to take the census, on proof of his luiring received a bribe to conceal au 

art of Infatiticidf.'* 
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From J. Eukikb^ Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. WiLLonoBBY, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot, Z\st December 1837. 

SiB|—*I have the honour to bring to the notice of the Right Honorable 
Governor in Council the following circumstances, with a few observations 
thereon, and request the favour of being informed of the sentiments and in¬ 
structions of Government on the subject. 

2. Lately, in the course of investigation into the conduct of the Jumadar 
of Arabs, and the Attachment Mehta at Mallia, on their being accused by the 
Tkakoor, Jhareja Suttajee, of defrauding him of money in various instances, 
that Chief informed me that the sum of Rs. 50 was on one occasion extorted 
from him by the Jubteedar, for the purpose of bribii^ the Infanticide censor 
to conceal the birth and destruction of a female inhni in the family of Jhareja 
Wukutsing ofNuwagaum, one of the Mallia Bhyad. Suttajee’s Korbaree, a 
Banian named Teja, whom lie had a}so accused of being implicated in the 
frauds said to be practised upon him by the Jumadar and Attachment Mehta, 
being on the spot, I interrogAied him immediately about the bribe above men¬ 
tioned, and I was grieved to find that he conoborated the fact of Uie payrntmt 
of the sum in question. The next step 1 took was to examine titc Mallia ac¬ 
counts, and Teja pointed out to roe an item of Its. 50 entered, ** Paid to 
Sutajee,” as being the sum taken by the Jubteedar for the Infanticide Moon- 
shee. The censor, on being examined, after some hesitulion admitted the bribe, 
together with other petty instances of receiving presents from the Chiefs; and 
1 beg to append copies of the three depositions in the case. 

3. The unfortunate subject of this report, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, was 
selected by my predecessor as a |>erson peculiarly fitted for the important 
situation of censor. With other qualifications, he was believed to have com- 
.bined more than usual Native integrity. From his infancy be had had the 
odvanti^es of daily and familiar intercourse with European officers of the 
Army, whom his father first, and himself afterwards, were in the habit, os 
Moooshees by profession, of iDstnictiug in the Native languages. Under such 
a system of education he insensibly imbibed notions of virtue not common 
among the Natives of this country. Among these the detestation of corrup¬ 
tion must, it was to have been hoped, have been one. That such a roan 
should accept a bribe under any circumstances, however extenuating, would 
at all times appear strange, but that he should do so for the concealment of 
TDUider, and such a murder too as luvolved in its consequences the perpetua¬ 
tion of Infanticide, the eradication of which crime among a large tribe of 
people was the sole object for which he was employed, would appear in- 
credible« The casu, however, is not wholly unaccountable, and may be viewed 
as one in which temptation prevailed over superficial morality; or, in short, that 
though h’e was incapable of seeking unlawful gains, he was not proof to 
seduction. In this view of his character ull |>ersons who know him coincide. 
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4. In ad'lition to tba above ezteauating observations^ I beg to add the 
])OSgibllity that this has been the 6 rst and only iostancoiD which the Moonshee 
has suffered the love of gain to prevail over his acquired and partial repug¬ 
nance to dUhone>iy. Fully alive to the immense importance of ascertaining 
beyond a doubt whetlier this was the fact» I have spared no pains to draw 
from him a free confession of the whole extent of bis guilt ; and, notwithstand¬ 
ing the assistance I had from his relations and friends in my endeavours to accom¬ 
plish this object, and although, in consideration of die general pernicious example 
of the Native esUblUIjment, I fully informed him of niy willingness to inter¬ 
cede with Government for him if he came forward and stated the whole truth, 
he continues to deny any other instance whatever in which he has misbe¬ 
haved in the capacity of censor. This denial has the appearance of truth 
(however disinclined those who are not personally acquainted with the 
offender will be to subscribe to its admission), because he persists in it in spite 
of the love of self-preservation which is so strong within us. Sensible of the 
enormity of the offence to which he has confeased, and perfectly aware Umt 
the consequences, as for as he is himself concerned, would, at the worst, be the 
same, if not in a great degree favourable, if he confessed to other instances of 
similar offences, it is most difficult to account for his continued denial on this 
head. But, alter tlie hope of tny interceding for him with Government, pro¬ 
vided he disclosed further acta of corruption, and serious warnings of the 
severity of the piiuishmcnt wliict^ awaited him in caeche clung to hit ob dnacy, 
were held out to him, the |>ersevering silence of the man, if not truly inexpU- 
cable, must, I venture to submit, form a favourable feature in his <;ise when 
the liight Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to paiS a decision 
upon it He is, for the present, siupcuded from his duties, and 1 have taken 
secujity for his jicrsonal apjiear&ncc. 

5. That there can hcrcaAer be any hope of being able to place confidence 
in this person when such momentous intrmsts are at stake, is, I fear, out of 
the question, and I regret to suy I have it not in my power to recommend a 
successor to Government. The census is, therefore in a state of n!>eyancc, 
until the receipt of the orders of Oovemment as to the measures to be adopted 
in this emergency. 1 may be allowed, however, to remark, tliat I consider the 
remuneration of Hs. 60 per mensem by no means commensurate to the im¬ 
portance of the duties on whicli the Infanticide censor is employed ; and under 
the impression that the Government had not sufficient security against want 
of integrity in the censor, I took the liberty^ recommend as a check the 
appointment of two censors for this duty, in my paper on Infandcide of the 
30th of June last. 

6 . If the Government has it in its power to command the services of one 
or more respectable Natives sufficiently well versed in the habits, manners, 
and language of this peninsula, to prevent deception, it would be highly 
desirable; but I greatly fear the requisite qualiffcationi are too rare, for there 
to be much hope of finding fit persons for so delicate and important a duty. 
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7. 1 know of no person at present whose name I coold mention as possess** 
ing in a full d^ee the qualifications requisite^ except my Head Accountant 
and Clerk, Mr. Gillies, and the loss of his services in his own department 
would, in the present weak state of the Agency establishment, be so se* 
riously felt, that I am unable conscientiously to recommend his employment 
on this particular duty to the detriment of the other departments in which he 
is so usefully employed. 

8 . I feel the more disposed to press upon the Right Honorable tiie Gover¬ 
nor in Council my conviction of the danger of leaning upon the power of 
inquisitorial and penal measures for the suppression of the awful crime, and 
of the necessity of trusting more than we at present do to the eventual good 
eflfects of a well-directed system of education of the ignorant community to¬ 
wards effecting this most desirable object Our efforts are all but crippled, 
and in every human probability tlie Jhareja committers of the crime may still 
feel a aort of half security in the commission, from the hope of imposing on 
cur censor. 

9. Although there can scarcely be a doubt as to the tact of the murder 
having been committed, from the depositions already taken, still, in a judicial 
point of view, it is requisite to prove the fact incontestably by witnesses, 
before any such steps con be taken, as just now adverted to, against the 
Moonshee. I have, therefore, requested Suttajee to send for the parties who 
were present, as also for Wukutsing, to defend himself against tlie chaige, 
and the result of their examination shall be duly reported for the information 
of Government. In tlic meantime, however, as the progress of the census is 
effectually arrested by tlic delinquency of the present censor, I hope to be 
favoured with as early a reply to this reference as the circumstances submitted 
for consideration will admit. 

10. Should it be the opinion of the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council that it is expedient to proceed witiiout loss of time with the census and 
with the present rule of remuneration to the censor, I shall do my utmost to 
select a qualified individual, and a respectable Native woman, for the purpose, 
and immediately direct the scratiiiy tg commence in tlie territory of the Jam 
of Nowanu^ur, which has not yet been able to be effected. 

1 have the honour to be, Arc. 

(Signed) James Krskikb, 

Rykotf 31st Dectmher 1837. Political Agent. 

(No. 1.) 

D^ponticn of Jhabsja Suttajbs, Chief of MalUa » 

When Moonshee Goolam Mahomed came to Kakrejee to take the Jhareja 
censuf, my mother and 1 privately told him that Wukutsiog, of Nowagauro, 
had killed a daughter. The Moonshee took a memorandum of this. lie lived 
at this time with Rowjee. Rowjee aiUrwards sent for Wukutsing and told 
him of my accusation. That night Tga and Rowjee came to my house and 
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blamed me for what I had done, sayiog I ahoold loi^e my character by it» and 
that my family would be dishonoured by being drained before the Sirkar. 
They eucccedcd in acting on my fears to such a degree, that at their requesv I 
consented to pa^ IN. 60 in order to hare the business quashed, and this they 
firomised me; and they added, that by my giving the Moonshee this sum, and 
Wukutsing’s paying him something which they would manage for him, be 
would take no notice of nsy report. 1 told Howjee to pay the Mooiisbee 
Rs. 50, and charge the sum to my deposit with him. The Moonshee, the second 
day aRerwaid8, departed in company with Wukutsing for Nowogaum. 


(No. 2.) 

Deposition o/Teja Bantak. 

During Kooer Moolwajee's marriage, about two years ngo, Moonshee 
Goolam Muhomed came to Knkrejee. Suttajeo informed him that Jhareja 
Wukutsing had ki]1e<l a daughter. Wukutsing, hearing of this accusation, 
sent word to Ruwjee that he could prove several cases against SiUtnjee. Upon 
nowjcc*6 telling this to Suttujee and his mother, they had a long private con* 
vorsation with Ituwjee, and got hits to agree on the part of (aoulain Mahomed 
to quash the afluir, on their )>aying him lU. 50 ; accordingly SuUajec ordered 
me to give Uowjce credit for this sum, and desired that Rowjec should be 
}>ermitt<d to insert it in his account as ** ready cash paid Sultajec.'’ When 
the Baec and Suttajee caiuc out of the room aflcr their conference wi’.ti Itow- 
jec, they told me they hud quashed the affair, because they did not wish to 
he d 1 * 8 gged before the Sirkar ns witnesses; but they did not neiilion their 
real feat's, which were the counter accusations of Wukutsing. 

(No. 3.) 

Deposiiion of Moontfiet Gooi^am MAiiOMEp. 

When Captain Lang was at Adhoee I was employed on the census duty at 
Mallin. I arrived at Kukrejee at ten at night Next morning I visited Row« 
jee at his request, and he desired me to live with him, to which I consented. 
The same day, or the next, I called on Suttajee to take down the names of his 
children. His mother was with him, and she told mS, in his presence and 
that of other people, that Jhareja Wukutsing of her Bbyad bad committed 
(he crime of Infanticide. She named a woman of Mallia as having been 
present on the occasion as midwife; but she desired that her own name in tlie 
case should be concealed, and she advised me to seize the midwife, and extort 
the tmth from her. I took a mecDoraodum of this communication without 
any remark, and, having gone home, told the whole th^g to Rowjee. In 
reply, he spoke in Wukutsing's favour, saying he was a friend of Jiis, and 
(hat Suttajee and Wukutsing were not on terms, which accounted for the 
false accusation of the former. To this I said nothing; and I went to 
Adhoee, and after seven days came to Mallia. From this place I sent for 
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Rowjee, saying 1 wished to inquire into the InfaDticide affair^ and after some 
deleyi he came with Wiikutsing, and told me that it was all noDseoaei he 
having inquired into the affair iu my absence. He added, that as the thing 
was false, Suttajee wished to quash it, and would give me some money to 
gain that purpose. I argued the truth of it, UliKuwjee Anally seduced me. 
At last he prevailed on me to go to Kukrejee, where 1 accepted Rs. 70 from 
him, Heaven know^ bow, from Suttajee. Next morning I and Wukutsing lefl 
Kukrejee, and as 1 intended to visit certain Moorvee villages, and as hi^ 
village was on the road, I put up at his house that night. In the morning, 
after breakfast, Wukutsing requested me to see his sisternn’law. I consented, 
and she spoke to me from behind a purdah. After agreeing to regard 
each other as brother and sister, she desired me to accept six or seven 
Korees for sweetmeat, and when I refused, she insisted on my taking the money 
in exchange for a choolee (jacket), such as a brother is expected to give his 
sister, and I agreed, and left the ploce with the korccs. 

I Iiave received petty presents from various people during my tour in the 
districts, suck as provisions, fruit, See. and sometimes small household articles. 
In one or two in/4tances I have been offered presents of valuable cloths, &c. 
but these I refused. In a few instances, Jharejas receiving pecuniary aid 
from the Infanticide Fund have forced on my acceptance a tiffing nuzzerana 
or 00 . 1 have no further acts of misconduct to reveal. This deposition con* 

tains the whole I have been guilty of. 

(Tnie translation) 

(Signed) J. Kabkinb, 
Political Agent. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGUBT, Fsq., Secretary to the Ooveniment of Bombay, 
To die Political Agbkt, KArrrwAR. 

Dated (he ]6th A/cy 1838. 

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated tlie 
31st December last, re)>orting corrupt conduct on the part of Moonshee 
Goolam Mahomed, in the performance of his duties as Ihfaiitlcide censor in 
the province of Kattywar, and to inform you that the Right Honorable tlie 
Governor in Council approves of the suspension of that individual, and directs 
that the bribe of Rs. 50 received by him be refunded and credited to the 
Infanticide Fund. 

2 . You are requested to appoint another Karcoon to conduct the duties of 
censor, selecting the best person you can meet with for that purpose. 

3. The Governor in Council is pleased to direct that the charge of Infan* 
tieide in Jhareja Wukutsing's family be fully investigated,* and desires me to 

* NoTi.^FFOBAppeodixPto CapUm Q. LeOrsad Iseob*i Report oa lafaBheide, dated 
the 2M Ootober 1941, which will be found la a tubaeiiMt pari of tUi Selectioo, it appeart that 
this charge of Infanticide was, on further invevtigatioa* rabitaniiated, hot that, afier keeping 
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aUU that U>s report of yoor proceediogs will be awaited before finally 
deciding oo the Mootuiiec'e dase. « 

I have the honour to bOi &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willouchbt, 
Secretary to Government. 

Btmhay CuntUt 16M May 1836. 

From Captain G. L. jACOii, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar^ 

To J. P. WsLLOt'onnrj Eaq., Offig. Chief Sccy. to Govemmcnti Bombay. 

Daitd Rajkot,'23rd Octobfr 1841. 

Sir,--*! have now the honour to aubmit, for tlic informaUon of Government, 
returns of the Jhareja and Jctwa ]H>puUtion of Katty war, and part of Wagur, 
with a few remarks on the subject of Infanticide generally. 

2. Since Mr. Erskinc's de>«patch, dated 30th June 1837,* no annual report 
on this particular crime has been drawn up, and the general census, from which 
the accompanying tables (Appendices A to C) have been extracted and 
condensed, is brought up to the 3(Hh June last; those for Adhoee and Jetwarf 
have, indeed, been only received this w*eek; and 1 have had the option of 
transmitting imperfect iiiformalion, or of departing from tlie prescribed courae, 
by including in this re|)ort a review of events up to the present time, unless 
indeed 1 had deferred to a still further period llic (tong ovcr*due} notice of the 
subject, that its importance and the orders of Government alike demur d. 

3. I feel that some explanation is here called for as to the uir.ission of 
periodical reports for upwards of four years; for though the stale of this 
Agency, as brought to the notice of (Tovernment in several rece^^t despatches, 
may suRicicully account for it, yet circumstances, peculiar to ihis biunch of 
the Agent's duties, have also served to prevent their compilation. 

4. Shortly after the despatch of Mr. Erskine's icport ip 1837, tlic fact of 
the Infanticide censor, Moonshee Goolam Muhomed, having accepted a bribed 
to quasli an accusation of child-slaughter transpired ; the circumstances of the 
case were, under Mr. Erskine's orders, investigated by me in May 183H, and 
though extenuating points were brought to light, and it was somewhat doubtful 
whether the censor had reason to believe other crime had been committed 
than that of a false accusation by Suttajee of Mallia against one of his Bhyad, 
to withdraw which the money bad been pressed upon bim by theocevser, yet 
it was deemed advisable to dismiss him, as the^iII bad doubtless caused him 
to swerve from his duty. The removal of this person, otherwise so well suited 
for the situation, was a check that this particular department of the Agency 

the emseJ ia coaDnement for eoise tiiM, Mr. Erakiae, the Political Afeyt, on bis own authority, 
reUaicd him. No report of the malt of dm ioveMtfatios appean to have been made to 
Goveraneot.-^fdiror. 

* Vide paf« 493 of tbU Selcetioa. t The Borda, of Portboader proviaea» 

i Vida pafoa 390 to 3K 
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has scarc^^ly recovered from, in consequence of his saccessor, Jysookram^ cuter** 
tained 1st ^prii 1839, having proved quite unequal to the office, and having 
been finally removed from it by Mr Blane so recently as 1st April last, when 
Naka Wujeram, an intelligent Bramun of the Nagur caste, was appointed in 
his stead. In the interval between the suspension of the Moonshee and th3 
appointment of his successor, Mr. Gonsalves, a clerk in the office, was employed 
in taking the Nowaoiuggur census, which will be found included in the accom¬ 
panying tables. 

5. For the above reasons, the censns now submitted must be received with 
some extra caution, the new censor not having had time to visit all the Pur- 
gnnas; but 1 have chocked the. returns of both, by those obtained from the 
Chiefs for the first half of the present year, as well as by the aid of Attach¬ 
ment Mehtas where they were sufficiently trustworthy to be made use of. 
The only Talooka in which there appears discrepancy Is Gondtil, the census of 
which was taken by the present censor, and, unfortunately, the detailed lists, 
whence tlie last census was framed, are not forthcoming in this office, so that 
I have no means of testing the present one by comparison of names. I regret 
also that the deficiency of the office records should have prevented my giving 
A complete view of the comparative state* of the population at the periods 
embraced by die several reports. 

6 . The results of the present census, as exhibited in the analysis appended, 
arc extremely gratifying, with the exception of the Shah poor Talooka, and 
Adhoee Puiguna of Morvee. In the former, not a single femole has escaped the 
ruthless effect of Jhareja pride; in the latter, the census of which is now exhi¬ 
bited for the first time, and has been obtained with considerable difficulty, the 
proportion of males to females is nearly 17 to 1. Some excuse may be offered 
for this district, which had hiUierto escaped the vigilance of the British 
Government, and, se|>aratcd as it is from Kattywar, remained in coroparativo 
ignorance of the strenuous attempt to suppress Infanticide that had here been 
made ; but I can bifer none for Shahpoor, the Chief of which, by his breach 
of faith and criminal negligence, has jostly laid himself open to the displea- 
suro of Q paternal Government. 

7. Jhareja Kulkjee of Shahpoor is about thirty years of age, and by no means 
deficient in intellect; be must have been fully sensible that (Government would 
hold the Jharejas to their engagements, since be had already been called to 
account ou diia matter in the case of his broUier, Jhareja Bhawajee, reported 
to Government 12th June kS36, and replied to 9Ui August following, to 
wit, that thongli the crime of iufiinticide had not been judicially proved, yet 
that the strongest cause for suspicion existed, and the Chief himself was 
ordered to be fined Rs. 60 for neglecting to insert the birtli and death of his 
niece in the census, as altM> to renew his engagement on tlie subject, whilst 

. his brother was directed to furnish fresh security. This case is referred 
to in the 4th paragrapti of Mr. Erskine's report, dated 30tb June 1837.* No 

• * Tide page 495 of this Selmion. 
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new 80 CUI it;. aj)|)ears to have been taken from the Chief, which may partly 
accotint for t])e continuance of the criminal neglect,* ^ro?Gd by the present 
census to exist. The revenue:^ that he derives annually from bis Talooka, which 
now consists of four villagea, of which one belongs to his Dhyad, ai'e estimated 
A Rs. 2,000, subject to a yeaHy tiibute of Us. 501 to the British Oovemment^ 
and Rs. lo7| to the Nuwab of Joonaghur (Zortuhibee), leaving him a clear 
rental of about lis. 1,400. 1 beg, therefore, to recomtftend, that a fine of 
Rs. 1,000 be iinjwsed ujwn him, with a warning that, unless future returns 
give a result more favourable to humanity, he should bo deprived of all 
control over his Talooka, and that he be required to furnish unexceptionable 
security against cmitinuancc of the crime; and, in default of such payment 
and security, af^cr the lapse of two montlis, tliat he be placed in confinement 
until these terms are complied with. 

8. K^^rding Adhoee, a more lenient course may be pursued, but the 
Morvee Chief might be warned of the danger he was incurring by thus per* 
milting his Bhyad, the other side of the water, to bre^ at ouce the laws of 
nature and humanity, and the engagements he bas entered into on behalf of 
all subject to his authority. 

9. It is a much more pleasing task to revert to the state of all the other 
Jhareja Tulookas of Kaltywar; and it must W highly gratifying to those 
benevolent men who have laboured for the Huppression of Infanticide in this 
province, to see the progressive return to the order of nature, in the relative 
proportion of sexes, that must be attributed to their labour alone. Phe total 
iRsIc population is shown to be 6,760; female 1,370; the prop>rtioii, there* 
fore, of all ages in a fraction more than four to one, but the number of both 
sexes under 20 years of age, is, males 2,923; females ],2t'U; showing u 
pi'oportion of two and a quarter to one, winch favourable diminution chiefly 
arii^es from the preservation of female life during the last few years, which 
gives the general result as follows 


Pro|K>rtion of males to females, under 10 years. Ij to I 

Ditto ditto 9 ' „ .. ....14 to I 

Ditto ditto H „ Ij to 1 

Ditto ditto 7 „ . 1 j to 1 

Ditto ditto 6 „ . 1| to 1 

Ditto ditto 6 „ .... 1 to 1 

Ditto ditto 4 1 to 1 

Ditto ditto 3 . 1 to 1 

Ditto ditto 2 „ • *»* .. 1 to I 

Ditto ditto 1 year 1 to If 


The correctness of these returns is further tested by the proportion of deaths 
occurring in 1640, which is shown as three to one. ^ 

10. The total number of cases that have come under inquiry since the trans* 
mission of Mr. Erskincs report, 30th June 1837, is seven, of uiiich one only wtas 
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p^ot«d, nimety that of WukatsiDg, of NowagaaiQi a village uriiier MaKia, con- 
Mcted with which the former censor^ Goolam Aabomed, lost bia place for 
accepting a bribci ai before stated. Further particulars of these cases will be 
found iu the Appendix F. The murder of Wukutsing^s iufont, it will be per¬ 
ceived, occurred before the poblication of the Government proclamation, wh a 
you were Political Agent of this province in 1835, and cannot, therefore, be 
taken as any breaclf thereof, however much it may be of the laws of humanity; 
and, yet, Wukutsiug had reared three daughters, and bis accuser, Suttajee, 
ibe Mallia Chief, out of four had not preserved one. 

11. The result of these inquiries, four of which lefltlie crime doubtful, whilst 
two were merely maliciuas advant^es taken of natural circumstances, shows 
what is pif tty evident in itself, tlic great difficulty that exists in getting at the 
truth in matters that can only be thoroughly investigated at the expense of the 
most cherished feelings of the people, and as far as my experience goes, are only 
brought to light through motives of revenge and hatred, that are as likely to 
originate false as true accusations; mercenary motives may sometimes have led 
to discovery, but abhonence of the crime never can. 

13. The census (Appendix D) of the Jetwa population, now for the first 
time given, has been fumiehed after some demur by the Rana’s Government, 
and has not yet been further tested. It approaches merely to the proportions 
shown for the Jhareja population ; but, if anything gives a less favourable 
result, I beg to refer to this Appendix for further particulars. It was first 
brought to rmtice by Colonel Walker that this tribe was equally addicted to 
the crime as the Jhtrejaa themselves ; and it is curious to remark the coinci¬ 
dence between the proportions of sexes preserved in both tribes, though the 
vigilance of Government, being bent on the Jharejas alone, has acted in¬ 
directly, and therefore with less force, on the Jetwas. For the future, it is 
to be hoped the two castes will move pan pom K^ethcr in the cause of nature 
and humanity ; and I purpose taking the earliest opportunity of testing the 
census now given, through the instrumentality of the censor. 

13. The crime of Infanticide is, 1 fear, by no means confined to either the 
Jhareja or Jetwa population ; I have beard asserUons of its being extensively 
practised in Jetwar, and amongst the Mahomedan tribe of Shetas; but with 
the all but impossibility that exists of carrying through the common duties of 
the Agency, I have been unable to spare sufficient time for inquiry iuto the 
subject. The full extent to which Infanticide is practised in the peninsula 
will be known only when Government is able to spare the services of an officer 
for this especial inquiry. I have the honour to annex (Appendix G) trans¬ 
lates of agreements entered into by the Manka and Korunga tribes of Wagur, 
who are accused of this crime, which I owe to the Government Karkoon, 
Ashwurdass, stationed at Adhoee, and throogh whom the Jhareja census of 
* that dKtrict has been obtained. These tribes are stated to be neither Maho- 
medaos nor Hindoos, bat a mixture of the two, approaching in caste to the 
Waghers of Okhamundut; writings have also be^ taken from the Adhoee 



THE rilOVlKCB OK GCZEBAT. 


291 ) 

Jhtr^ju, w^o had oot before brought thenudvei under similar engageDienU» 
iransladoiu of which are gieen in Appendix H. • 

14. The imperfection of our instruments must ever throw some degree of 
doubt on returns of population^ that can be obtained only through Ibeir 
Ihbour; but a further cause of hesitation in receiving the census, as entirely to 
be de))eDded on, exists in the difficulty that has bcvrx found in getting the 
Jliarejas of respectable rank to show their females to w male censor. This 
repugnance was yielded to, in consequence of the Jam's earnest remonstrances; 
and, as sanctioned by Government letter^ 9th October 1838, Mr. Gonsalves 
was accompanied by his wife throughout his tour in the Nuggur Slates; tlie 
like treatment has been claimed by others, and a considerable portion of the 
females entered in the returns from which luy tables are framed have no 
other guarantee for (heir existence than the word of their male relations; 
their prejudices in tins matter are so deep-rooted, and supported by public 
feeling and sympathies, that I conceive we should err in attempting to force 
them. Dcsidcs, it will never do io treat the Jharejas of one Tatooka better 
than those of another; I therefore beg respectfully to recommend the exten¬ 
sion of the principle, already sanction^ for the Nuggnr llnjpooU, to llic rest 
of the community. The wife or other nearest female relative of the censor 
might be granted a sum equivalent to half of what he draws, during the time 
actually employed in taking tlie census; every endeavour by pci'suasion 
should be made to overcome tbe prejudices of the inspected; but, where de¬ 
cided repugnance may be evinced, it should be the duty of the 'onsor to 
aqquaint himself with all particulars ilirough his wife, be being IicmI equally 
res[K)nsible fur the correctness of the statement, as if taken bv himself. 1. 
consider this addition necessary for the pro{>er carrying out r f the plan for 
suppression of Infanticide, so ably matured* by yourself when Holiticul Agent 
Bribes may sometimes lead astray, but tlie husband cannot well help knowing 
the real fact of the cose, and he will have a double motive for not suppressing 
them. At present, facility is, to*a certain extent, offered for fictitious report, 
to screen from guilt 

16. I would now beg to point out wherein I differ from previous writers 
on the subject of Infanticide. The state of public opinion in this country lias 
been supposed more strongly set against the crime tlian 1 believe to he the 
case. Crimpiimentary letters or remarks, in reply to strongly expressed 
opinions by persons iii power, are no criterion of real feeliugs, which must be 
judged of by acts. I can trace eye-service to Government, but no real service to 
homanity, in the professions of such of the community as pi^tend to take any 
interest in the matter. Of all the population, the most tender of life are the 
Srawuks or Jains, the monied classes, who possess great influence throughout 
tbe peninsula; they have in several places forced the ilajpeot and other Chiefs 
to enter into agreemenu not to permit the ^ugbter of sheep, Ac., but, though . 
child-murder within the same district was notorious, as far as my knowledge 
extends, they have not so much as attempt^ Io stipulate for the preservation 
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of human beioga. Again, all the Rajpoots, who rear their daughters, feel 
a direct interest in the''continuance of the crime by others; they might at 
oncepj'erent it, by stipulating before marriage that their daughters'children 
should be preserved, yet though pressed to take this step, I am not aware (my 
remarks are limited to this province) ofan instance in which it has been done. IP, 
tlierefore, as has been stated, the community in general consider the crime as one 
of the deepest dye, they would appear to make very UtUe use of their opinions. 
The fact I fear to be that the population is in a state of semi^barbarism, with 
whom philanthropy, apart from superstitious motive, is an unknown principle; 
they are, of course, the creatures of circumstances; and I say this simply to 
denote that there is no public feeling to assist the penal machinery established 
by us for the suppression of the particular crime under review. 

16. The philanthropists of Great Britain who have written on this sub* 
ject, even including the venerable Colonel Walker himself, who addressed 
the Honorable Court with some severe strictures on tlie apathy of Indian 
functionaries ns regards the crime, seem to me to have been carried away 
by their zeal in a noble cause, to overlook the circumstances in whicli 
we are placed in this counUy, and to forget what was due to their exiled 
counUymen. A handful of Englishmen, scattered over a territory as large as 
Europe, can move but very alowly beyond the tide of public opinion. We 
experience the same difficulty in steering the course desiderated by a more 
enlightened and distant nation, as the aeronaut has to encounter in directing 
hU vessel,—the want of an opposing force to the current we move in. In 
this particular province, nearly the size of Ceylon, and with a population of 
seventeen lakhs, the Political Agent can only devote great attention to the 
suppression of Infanticide by sacrificing some other equally important duty ; 
and it is suiprising that a person of Colonel Walker's experience and sagacity 
should not, in his recriminatory letters on this subject to the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, written after his return to England, have made sufficient 
allowance for the fact, that a man cannot go beyond the limits God has 
been pleased to assign to mortal strength and intellect The lapse of time 
that had occuri'ed between these letters and Colonel Walker's departure fi'om 
India, as also the altered nature of our position in this peninsula, with an earnest 
zeal for one particular object, somewhat shutting otliers out of view, may be 
viewed in justification of the philanthropist's remarks. 

17. The general result of the measures hitherto pursued, supposing the 
returns to be correct, are doubtless most satisfactory as far as lega^s the end 
for which they weVe established, namely, the saviug of life; but they are not 
free from evil In other respects, to diminish which is decidedly politic, if the 
object could be attained by milder means. The distress caused to ffimilies by the 
feeling that whenever accidental death msy have occurred they are laid open to 
be the victims of any one who owes them a grudge, and the entire tearing down 
of the Rajpoot curtain which inquiry toflicts, give rise to heart-buroings and 
animosities, cveo when the result is a conviction of the ioaoeence of the accused, 
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aiid U parti .'ularly to be lamented ; for it is sometimes imi>ossible to arrive 
at a satisfactory decision without such process. The A hole %ysteni in force is, 
moreover, one of perpetual and harsh inquisition into the dom^tic aRaii'S oF a 
proud tribe, carrying alarm into every faintly. If a wife be pr^ant, if a 
Aild be born, if a daughtcf be sick, a messenger vniist be despatched to give 
notice to some superior power, who, if feud exists—and where does it' not 
amongst a people like tins /—may make each ocemKton a handle for oppression 
or annoyjiice. If an infant, perchance, die, the family is kept in a state of 
apprehension for an indefinite time, as they can never be certain when an 
enemy may, or may not, prefer an accusation a«gainst them; and it is nerdless 
for me to mention, that in a state of society like this, Buk>oruttlioti of evidence 
is a matter of daily occurrence. 

18, Neither can the system be relied on, except during prcKsure of a 
vigilant supervision, that is becoming more and more dillicuU from tho 
increase of the business of the Agency. If tlic heart remain unchanged, there 
must be danger of relapse when that pressure becomes relaxed; for wc have 
no warrant for siip|x»siiig the voice of nature to be alone suflicient to prevent 
falling back into a custom that was not sufticient to prevent its adoption; 
but I cannot bring myself to regard the present anti-infunlicido measures as 
other than tcro{>orarv, to be removed on the entrance of the Jharejus into the 
nixler of nature. I dcihicc from these rcHcctions the corollary that, first, there 
is some rink of the coercive nmchincry breaking down, from want of | jwer to 
guide it; but, supposing the vigilance of the Government agents to *ortiiuio, 
until the end be attained of the coercive process, there is, secondly, lunger of 
relapse on its withdrawal; to keftp it working aAcr the end had b^ten gained, 
would be as unjust as perpetua) sns|)enHion of the Habeas Corpus Act atlerlho 
riots for which it might have l>cen suspended had passed away; and, thirdly, 
that the saving of a number of human beings, leaving thi in to be brought up 
in ignorance and vice, the animal part saved, the moral powers bHally lu'gicct- 
rd, is n questionable boon tti tlie parties themselves, wlmtever it may be as to 
its humanising elTecU on Sficlety in general. 

19. It is evident, from the above observations, tliatl feel strongly impress* 
ed with the necessity of a line of |>olicy that shall strike at the heart, and 
consequently at the root of the disease, and afford a permanent remedy; and 
I beg, thcrefoi'c, to ui^c the propriety of attempting it without further delay. 
It is true, that no immediate result can be expected from education ; but the 
slow growth of its blessings is on ailment for no time being lost in the 
attempt to impart them. We may save life by the census, but how can wc 
protect it from misery and neglect afterwards ? Whilst approving, tliereforc, 
of the present coercive system, I conceive that it should be looked on merely 
as a temporary expedient, and that it ought to be accompafSied by healing and 
general measures, namely, an attempt to create a higher tone of moral feeling 
throughout the community generally. 

90. The In^ihticide Fund this day shows a balance of Rs. 1,16,786 in 
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hand; and J conceive that a large portion of thia turn cannot be more jadi< 
cioaaly expended* than in the cause of education. It appears to ne that to 
devote for the use of one small section of the community the taxes levied on 
tlie whole is erroneous in principle, more especially when we consider that it 
is the attainment of a public opinion hostile to Infanticide that must form thu 
surest guarantee against its recurrence at some future period, and which, if it 
now existed, would obviate the necessity of rigour. I would further observe 
that the money now s|>ent, though good, in showing the favour of the British 
Government towards the f»arty preserving life, has the evil effect of feeding the 
pride that was the cause of its destruction. It was once observed to me by a 
shrewd Jhalla, that the marriage expenses of hit daughters were just as heavy 
on liim as on the Jhareja, and that, bad his forefathers been murderers, he 
might also enjoy the aid of Government; an observation which, though rai'ely 
made amongst an ignorant community, proves that the grant of marriage gifU 
to one purticular class must be considered merely suited to a savage state, 
calling for change whenever the people should advance a few 6tej>s towards 
civilisation ; and it onght, doubtless, to be the diity of an enlightened Govern* 
ment to hasten this change. Whilst oa this subject, 1 beg to annex a (able 
of thegifbi thus bestowed rince the date of Mr. £rskine*s report (Appendix L). 

21. This letter has brought to light the existence of several tribes by whom 
Infanticide is supposed to be practised ; and how know we, among tlm 
myriads of the ))eninsula, how many secret crimes of the deepest die are per¬ 
petrated? it is evident that a state of society, where a race of wholesale 
murderers ore looked upon with as much respect as others, must be vicious at 
the core. Such being the case, it occurs to me as fitting and proper that 
general should be superadded to partial measures; that the amelioration of 
the whole state of society be attempted; and that our spare funds, raised from 
the community generally, shall no longer be exclusively devoted to the use of 
a particular class. < With this view, I would give every encouragement to the 
cause of education, and to every means that may enlighten the intellect and 
improve the heart. Accordingly, 1 beg to recommend as follows 

Is^.^That a sum of Its. 4,000 be set apart from the Infanticide Fund for 
the erection of a school-house. On this subject, I will here observe, that I 
have received four replies only to tlie circular letters addressed by me to all 
the princijial men in the country, as brought to the notice of Government in 
my letter No. 183, of tlic 21st June last, and approved of in Mr. Chief Secre¬ 
tary Hold's reply No. 2096, 6t the 27th of the following mouth. One only of 
these gave sny definite answer: Uus was a letter from Ruomulslngjee, the 
Koour of Drangdra, written by himself in Hindoostanee, informing me 
that he highly approved of the proposed measure, and would subscribe 
Rs. 20 a year towards iu execution. Had the sum been somewhat larger 
1 should have solicited the favour of Oovemment towards a Chief who had 
shown himself so superior to his countrymen. 

a sum of, at least, Rs. 300 a month should be tel apart for the 
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salaries of schoolmasters and current expenses of the establishment; details 
are for future consideration, when the general principle l>e admitted. 

3rd.—That Rs. 1,000 a year be devoted to the encouragement of annual 
essays in the vernacular langu^;e on the subject of Infanticide, part as prises, 
tfad the rest for expenses of printing numerous copies of the best essay, for 
distribution throughout the community. This measure would enlist the feelings 
of the rising generation against the crime; the schulars of 4iie Rajkot College 
might catcl) the spirit of emulation; and it is not unreasonable to hope that, 
before matfy years, a popular feeling would l)c created adverae to Infanticide, 
that might enable Government to dispense with, at least, the harsh portions of 
the present coercive system, as the scufTolding is removc<l on completion of the 
building. In speaking, art I do, of the severity of the |>rcscut system, I beg 
again to disclaim the slightest intention to disparage it; on the contrary, I 
conceive that humanity owes a deep debt of gratitude to the exertions of those 
gentlemen who havi* planned and matured the system. It has acted, and still 
acts, as a tempest that puriAcs the atmosphere; but which, nevertlietess, no 
one wishes to see of long coutimianco. The atrocious nature of the crime, and 
the impoAsihility of eradicating it hy any onlinary process has sufficiently, and, 
by the result, most satisfactorily proved the neocAsity of the rigorous measures 
that have been established. My views art? Hiinply that other measures should 
bo siipcraiided, that might thn more S|K?etlily citable us to dis|Kmsc with what 
is now n nre^Hsary evil; and that the restrictions on the use of tlie Infar icide 
Fund ttlumld bo ulKtli-^licd. 

22. The only objection that the above appropriation of the Mohsullee and 
Piitr PimdA, as fur an I ant aware, ix rtiiKCcptihle of, is the engagement entered 
into with Ills IJighnoss the Oackwar on the Hiibject ; but 1 cannot conceive, 
after that Prince hud once conscntml to siirnmcler the funds, dtat it would 
sigitiiy to him whether they were bestowed in rotnmunicaitng knowledge, or 
in permitting the Jhangas and their friondH tji enjoy greater pomp at their 
fextivairt ; on the contrary, His Highness might naturally be sd^posed willing to 
agree to anything that would so cheaply add to his fame, and no great difficulty 
could, I should think, occur in overcoming any scruples that might be found 
to exist; at any rate, the British Government is master r>f its own funds, and 
these could be applied to mental and purposes, whilst those under the 

giR of His Highness could he spent, as at present, in providing for the body. 

1 have the honour to be, doc. 

(S%ned) G. L. Jacob, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattyirar Political Ayent'i Office, RfiJkot,Q3rfi October 1841. 



SUPPRESSION OP INPANTICIDB IN 


604 


APPENDIX A. TO THE 
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Abitr^t Centui of tho JMar^a Popula 


Dr Aix AoB«» 




1 I Nowaouggur... 

Mome.. 

Dhural Surupdar .. 

lUjkot . 

d 1 Gondu) Dhonjee . 

6 Kotn Sannnce. 

7 Veerpur Kaureree. 

8 Dmpm. 

9 MaUU. 

10 Jillift Dewuee . 

1 \ Kh^rum... 

12 Lodheckft . 

13 Gowrtedttr. 

14 Shiihpoor . 

15 lUjpurA. 

16 Mengace. 

17 Bhaan. 

18 Satodur Wtoreo. 

19 MooleeUdarfe . 

20 Gutka . 

21 Kotharia. 

22 Pal. 

23 Scesang Chandlee. 

24 Kotra Narajca . 

25 Vecma. 

26 Muwa.. 

27 Kaokteealce . 

28 Wudale4.. 

20 Wankazwr (JKala TalookI) .... 
%*10 Adhoae Purguoa under Morvae.. 

Total.... 


3p307 

48) 

387 

47 

394 

64 

87 

166 

47 

45 

70 1 
35 

17 
22 
60 , 
22 , 
8 

82 i 
)31 ! 
22 I 
5 
)2 
04 
41 
2 
5 
0 
8 
12 
115 


816 

114 

112 

16 

87 

11 

14 
28 

15 
12 
17 




2,491 

307 

275 

31 
307 

53 

73 

138 

32 

33 
53 
31 
1.3 
22 
43 
13 

5 
59 

ill 

18 

2 

9 

48 

53 

o 

m 

■i 

7 

6 
3 

108 


4,300 


Ztem 

ot 

Fasalta. 


Totel 
of U%lm. 


1,610 

256 

221 

23 

200 

33 

51 
85 
29 
19 
40 
19 

9 

13 

29 

12 

4 

52 
61 
n 

3 

9 

21 

27 

2 


2,923 
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FOREGOING REPORT. 

< 10 A of Kaitywar, for the Yeor 1840. 

Xefkgt, 90rd OttUer IMK 
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APPENDIX B. TO TOE 

CompdratitM Table of the Jhareja Population of Kattpwar at the Epochs 
September 1834, Mr, Erikin^e dated 30lA June 1837, and Captain Jacjffe 
in 1838, not previoutlp j/repartd. 



Burled Vid 


In Ip Ip 3a 1 b I In lo 

1639-94 1696-97 1640-41 1630-97 1640-ill 1699-34 1690-67 


1 NowBDtiggur .... 

2 Morr«. 

3 Dhurol Surapdor.. 

4 Rajkot. 

5 Gondul Dhorajet.. 
9 Kotra Sanfaiiee .. 

7 Veerpur Xureroe.. 

8 Drappa. 

8 MadiV. 

10 Jallia Dcwanca.... 

11 Kliccruira . 

12 Lodbeeka. 

13 Gowrcedur. 

14 Shabpoor. 

15 Rajpura .. 



Imil 1,010 \}m\ 

U,49D) l3,00.l) 


208 

15 

80 

3 

02 



18 Satodur Waoree .. 

19 Mookdaderee.... 

JO Qutka. 

21 Rotbaria .. 

22 Pal . 

23 Sceaapff Chandlee.. 

24 Kotra Nayajee.... 

25 Vcerwa. 

26 Muwa. 

27 KaukMealee. 

28 Wndalee. 

29 Wankanwr. 

30 Adhoae Purguoi 

under Morraa.... 

• c 

Total.... 
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20H 

22 

325 

14 

59 
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APPSNDIZ G. TO THS g O MOOWGL JOtOKt^ 

W4. I, - 

M€ok% EoombA M«gia«e aod Suja aii 4 Jogt, Also SlAda Borilh&m ud 
Waga and Kama Piliiige, the Worohee a&d So^ar P^dmM tad 
Kajarmm Pooojaziae and Koraoee Pooiya KbeemaM tod Hu^ jMwa 
Kbeemtnoe and Manka Ketorrae Sijanfa and Manka 3foola Berajauee» 
inhabitanta of Rampur^^lDder Adboee, writa ad foHows :— 

We and our desceodaota haneefomid and for erar will» oo the birth of 
ehildrea, preiarve their liYaa; na will nerer put them to death. ShouM anjr 
one in our caate^ do ao wicked a tiling, .we wBl, on becoming awaie of it, 
report the tamd to Che Rirkar; we will not oonceel the crime. And when our 
wivee are peat four montha* pregnancy, aa alao on occaatona of birth and 
betrathment and marriages, and when our children are grown up and die, or 
deaths and birtba occur in their families, the same shall be reported: this 
applies to our relations. The Returns that we hare given in* are correct; 
there are neith^ fewer nor more of our number: we neither know nor bare 
heankof any other people in our Tillage or in the Adboee district who kill 
tbeir children. If any new people take up their abode b our village, we will 
make the same known. We hereby pledge our faith and oath not to depart 
from this engagement, and imprecate on our beads the sin of Sumvnt 1869,1* ind 
expose ourselves to the punishment that Oovemment nay think St to inflict. 
We, one and all, hereby hold ourselves amenable to the same. Signed with 
the mark of the abovenamed parties and by five witaeasee, inclndii^ the 8un;|; 
and (he writer Mehta Mukunjee Hulukchuad. 

No. 2. 

Manka Seenaee Sam at Rajseeaoee Cbooncbia, Bhuma Poonjanee, Sunghar 
Ufjom Sanguanee, and Jhah^ra Lukbeea, mhabitanta of Adhoae Pnrguna, 
write according to No. 1. 

' No. 3. 

Dungar Samra 

Bharmulaoee and Ooree Veera Haodtr, inhabitaots of the Qhurana village of 
Adboee, write according to No. 1. 

No. 4. 

Koranga Asia Rughanee and Korenga Jesa Kayanee write according to No. 1. 

(Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

'_Acting Politioal Agent* 

APPENBIX H. TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

No. 1. 

Ubra Hukajee ^asungjoetnee, Ubra Veenmjee Jeeajeeanoe, JJhm Kany* 
}ee RajmnljeeanM^ Ubra Lakhajee Doss^ee Kura^eeanee, Ubra Fn^ee 
Miliji^ea, UbmBheeajee Togajceanee, Ubra Bamn^ Vear^eeanea, Ubra 

* He Bstom leotiTed. 

f Ligiyuig to qu asi thst »wt witteAk that ymr from pr w t el it. 

} AriaeiyM. 


Patel Naga Ukhanee and Kboobar Khooba Ukheeanee, 
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«n ftayru^cE of guuiut« 

B Wwnjfi f im a B, Vbte Ifd^M Vbrtr lll«g tod Bhc^oo 

'Jbrm P^bijgi^ Ulw ITnn^ NttlMj«e,*Ubim Png I>ODDgnr* 
jae, ITbp^lBan^ Spotu^a^ R4«b^ Dowgtujee^ Ubra Moglni^ae 
Bainjaf^and wid NwMijee Baano^eatnae, iohabhuits af 

Bdhoaa, aie^nling tm No. 1 AppaadU O. 

;Wo. 2. 

Vaerbhttdur Jaiajea Ur^ Jeatnaa, Vearbbadar Bapoojae SiirgnuBjaeaaee» 
VaarbbQdor Kboombbajee Ooduriaa, Veaibhudur Sooorajee Lakhajaeanee^ 
VaerUmdur Deauljae, Vaerbbudur Doodajet, Veerbbudur Ramsin^ea* 
Veerbhodur Vaeramjeef Veerbbudur Jeqcei Vecrbbudur RuiuDaljae, and Vaer¬ 
bbudur Danaingee 8ograo)jea,in)mbiU]iU of Adhoea^ write according to No. 1 
Appendix O. 

No. 3. 

Jharaja Vearajea» Puttajaa, Bawajae SaemDijaaanae, Jharaja Paitcbigaa 
Kbanjaatnaa, and Jharaja Sutajae Ragbajaaanae, inhabitanti of the viUaga of 
Jungbea under Adhoea, write according to No. 1 Appendix O. 

No. 4. 

Ubra Tumacbaa Kuldbuijaa, Ubra Soorajaa Moolwajae, Ubra Daoein^gaa 
Rusungjea BbeeiDjeeanae, Ubra Bhuwajaa Keeurjee^ Ubra Duji^ea Wagh '' 
Jaaaiiae» Ubra Koreunjae Saogba Jaaaoea, Ubra Uijunjea Ukhajeeanee, Ubra 
Vaerajea Dujujeeaneei Ubra Umrajea Kuldbuijeeanae, and Ubra Soomrsiaa 
Pobajeeanaa, inhabitaoU of the Wuedoora village of Adhoae^ write accorcung 
to No. 1 Appendix O. 

No. 5. 

Ubra Poonjajee Derajjeeaoee» Ubra Soojajeei and Ubra Kbetajre Wujoo- 
jeeanee, inhabitanU of the Gburana vtJJaga of Adhoeoi write according to 
No. 1 Appendix Q. 

(Signed) G. Jacob, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Afifiate tiu Honorahle Mr, G. W. Airnaaeoir, vitAoat daU, 

Aa this i» a eubject on which Mr. Willoughby, the Political Sectatary, ie 
practically cooveraant, 1 beg hie <^>imon. 

^ (Signed) O. W. ANDnaaoK. 

Mmartmdtm by Mr. 3. P. Willovobbt, Po&tieal Secretary to GeeemwwU, 

te repfy to the abmcaiL 

1. Parem. 1 lo 4. The Acting Politacal Agent*a explanation of the dr- 
cumatanea of no r^wrt having been anbmitted on Uda aabjaet batweeo Jimm 
1837 and Oetobar 1841, ie hi horn aatiafictory. It ia only through tbeM 
porta that Govanuneot are ahU to form an opiniMi of iht dagraa of aiccaia 
a tt aodtpg Hs meaeiire* for the Mppremtoo of InfcnUcida, and the PolUicd 

4 



die 


siOTBEseroif OF irfaitticids nv 


Agent ai &7 be informed that GoTemment confidently expect that hia report 
wiS be tren$mitted for the fatnre r^^olarly on the Ut January in each year. 

2. Pora, 6. The Acting Pditical Agent should be requested to*rabmit a 
fuller explanation of the circamslancee under which the detailed lists, from 
which the last census was framed, hare h(w lost, since documents of this 
kind ought to have been carefully preservedi and some one oo^t to bare 
been responsible for their safe custody. 

3. Pore. 6. The facts here stat^ ifi regard to the Talooka of Shabpoor 


strongly illustrate the evils arising from the orders of Government, requiring 
these periodical reports, not having been attended to. Government is novv 
apprised that, during the four years now reported on, ** not a single female has 
escaped the ruthless effect of Jhareja pride.'* Had this melancholy ftet been 
earlier reported, preventive measures might have long since been adopted. 

4. Para. 7. Kullajee, the Chief of this Talooka, cannot plead ignorance 
In extenuation of his culpable apathy, or what may bs more justly termed bis 
connivance at the perpetration of Infanticide in his villSges. He is represent* 
ed to be a mao of Intelligence, and in 1836 was fined Rs. 60 as a mark of 


the displeasure of Government for having been privy to the concealment of the 
birth of a niece, who, there were strong grounds for believing, was put to death 
shortly after birth. 

5. After the severe examples which have been made in Katty war, the fine of 
Ils. 1,000 suggested by Captain Jacob seems scarcely an adequate punish* 
ment It is safe, however, to err on the side of leniency, even at this late 
period, in enforcing the engagements against Infanticide, and 1 would respects 
fully surest that the fine be sanctioned; that the Chief be again warned as 
proposed by the Political Agent; and that be be required to renew bis engage- 
znentB on the subject. Should these measures fail, Government will scarcely 
have any alternative but to attach the Talooka. 


6. Para, 6. As the district of Adboee has now for the first time been 


brought within the census, some allowance may be made for the non-observance 
of his engagemeuts by the Chief who owns it. He should, however, be warned 
in the name of Government, and in writing, that this will be the last time 
be will receive such indulgence. The present census shows, that out of a po- 
pulaUon of 122, only 7 are females. The Political Agent may on this occasion 
be referred to the instructions of Government, dated the 2dth June last, 
directing him to extend to Adboee the measures which have for some years 
past been in force in Katty war for the prevention of Infrnticide. 

7. Para. 9. C^t^ Jacob here observes, It is a much more pleasing 
task to revert to the state of all the other Jhareja Talookas of Kattywar, and 
it must be highly gratifying to those benevolent men, who have laboured for 
the suppression of^Inianticide in this province, to see the progressive return to 
the order of nature in the relative proportion of sexes, that must be attributed 
to their labours alone. The total male p^>pii)ation is shown to be 6,760, 
female 1,370, the proportion, therefore, of allagee is a fraction more than 4 to 1, 
but the number of both sexes under 20 years of age is, males 2,923, females 
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1^209; ^ving a proportion of 2^ to I, which fa?omhle dimiiihtion chiefly 
arieee from th ^ preservution of fexntle life during the bat fire yean, which give 
the general resolt as follows 


Proportion of males to females nnder 10 years is 1 j to 1 
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of 
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to 

do. 
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blitol 
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do. 

8 
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** The correctneiiof these returns it further tMtod by the proportion of deaths 
occurring in 1640| which is shown as 3 to L*’ 

8. It is principally during the last seven years tliat the attention of Govern* 
ment has been more particularly drawn to the non-observance by the Jharejas 
of Kattywar of their engagementii to abstain from the revolting crine of In* 
fenticide, and the signal success which has followed the measures adopted 
within the abovo period affords strong grounds for congratulation, and for hope 
that the practice will, in the end, ultimately become extinct. This success is 
fully manifest from the following abstract of tiit whole Jhareja tribe, a< the 
date of Captain Jacob’s report (23rd October 1841), between the age o' one 
year and under, up to the sge of ten years, actually showing an excess of 
females over males of the age of one year and under:*- 


Yotn la 
which bom. 


1831-32.. 
]832*33.. 

1833- 34.. 

1834- 33.. 

1835- 36.. 

1836- 37.. 

1837- 38.. 

1838- 39.. 

1839- 40.. 

1840- 41.. 


Ago la lS4t. 


eu years . 

Nine ditto. 

Eight ditto. 

Seven ditto. 

$\x ditto.. 

Rve ditto. 

Four ditto. 

Three ditto. 

Two 4^Uo. 

lOne year and under. 


Total Populatioo, TarTing i 
oot year and undtf to 
years of age. 


Deduct Total Females. 


Totsl Excess of Miles over Fe* 
miles . 
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SUP^BWOft OF llfFAJITIClOB tK 


9» It is ia tbe bigbest d«free sttUfactoty to obscrre from thk Rbtiraei ihot 

ootwithstonHing the oiifrivoimble result of tbe ceosus 
of tbe district of Adboee and tbs Sbsfapoor TalooLa 
(aoficod.iB ptns. 4, 6, and 6 of this MetDarsQduQi}^ 
still the excess of male orer female registered hirtJis 
in the province of KaUywir^ within the thirty Jhareja 
Talookas named in the margio^ was in 1837-3B 
ooly twenty^syen, in 1838-39 twenty-oinep and 
in 1839*40 twenty-seven; while in 1640-41 tl^ 
centus exhibits an excess of thirty-two females over 
tha males. 

19. With refereoce to the lOtb and lltb para¬ 
graphs of Captain Jacob*s report, it is much to be 
r^et^d that out of seven eases of alleged Infanti¬ 
cide investigated by the Political Agent between May 
1838 and September 1840, conviction should only 
have followed in one instance, although the presump- 
tioD of uuilt was more or less strong in four of the 
other cases, two only being proved iaiae accusations. 
On this part of the question, I beg to quote the follow* 
ii^ passage from the Government letter to the address 
of Mr. Erskine, the late Political Agent in Katty war, 
dated the 16th February 1839, in reply to that 
officer’s report on Infanticide for the years 1835 and 1836. , 

** In the 4th paragraph of your report the different cases of Infanticide 
which were investigated during the two years abovementioned are reviewed. 
These amount to thirteen in number, five of which occurred in 183<5 and 
eight in 1836. 

** During the fir^t year (1835) convic^on followed in* four cases, and even 
in the fifrh case no reasonable doubt could be entertained of the guilt of the 
accused, although the ev(deuce was deemed insufficient for a jndicial convic¬ 
tion. In 1836, however, althoi^h in several esses strong presumptions of 
guilt existed, there was not a single instance of convicUon. 

** The Governor in Council consideis the difference in these results to be as 
remarkable as it is unfortunate. It may doubtless in part be &irly attributed 
to increased vigilance, and to the adoption of precautionary measures on the 
part of those by whom this revolUng crime is committed to conceal it, in con¬ 
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sequence of the eonvktions of 1835 ; Government cannot, however, rerist the 
impressioii that there must have been some defect, or mismanagement, in 
conductii^ the investigations of 1836. 

" It appean to thh Oovemor in Council obvious that these iaqmries cannot 
he conducted on ordinary principles, with any prospect of a successful termi¬ 
nation. The mode adopted by your predecessor, whenever a ease of In&nticide 
came to hia knowledge, was, in the first iostanoe to hold a preUminafy inquiry 
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in private, previous to the accused pai^ bdof placed publidf.OQ Us trials b 
order to satisf/ himself that reai^nable grou&dt existed for the charge, aed 
that it was sustained bjr soScient eridedee. I am desired (o draw jrour atten-. 
lion to this point, in answer to some of the otqectioDS orged bjr jrou to the 
s/stem you fbuod in force on your tisuming charge of the admiBketradoji of 
a&irt in Kattywar. 

** One great advantage attending this mode of pfocednre* is that falee aoeti« 
atiioQs are th^eby checked in Umme, «nd the Govtfnor in Council entertaina 
itf doubt that, from the course adopted by your predecessor, had that officer 
continued in Kattywar, several of the eases publicly investigated in 1836 
would never have proceeded beyond the preliminary investigatioQ abova 
adverted to. This remark is particularly applicable to the 7th and 9th ctsaa 
of your list. 

*^The Governor in Council considers it to be the duty of the Politick Agent 
to investigate every chaige of Infanticide which may com^ to his knowledge, 
without reference to the quarter from which it may proceed ; but that, in ti>e 
• fiM instance, his inquiries should be private, and that when in this manner ha 
has iat]i6ed himself that &ir grounds exist for putting the accused on his trial, 
he should do so, but not before. In every ease, however whether of aban¬ 
doning or persevering in the inquiry, a full report of the prodkedings held abould 
be submitted to Government.'' 

11. The particular attention of Csptain Jacob might with advantage be 
drawn to these orders, with an intimation that they should be carefully atterded 
to in the investigation of all cases of alleged Infanticide. 

12. Government will no doubt look forward with great interest fre the re¬ 
port promised in the 12th paragraph of Captain Jacob's present letter in regard 
to tbe Jetwa tribe. The fact slated in this paragraph, that although this tribe 
was not included in the arrangements adopted against the Jbarejas, still thsi 
the adoption of those anangements hu indirectly tended to^the preservatiem 
of females among the Jet was, is very satisfactory. 

13. With reference to the Idth paragraf^ the Political Agent maybe 
requested to embrace tbe first opportuni^ of institutiog inquiries, with the view 
of ascertaining whether, as is alleged, the crime of Infanticide prevails among 
othv tribes in Kattywar besides those of the Jhareja and Jetwa. In the 
mean time it is satisfactory to observe that Captain Jacob has suoceeded in 
obtaining from the Manka and Koninga tribea of^ Wagur, and from die Jha- 
rejas of Adboee, agreements to renoonce the pcaetice of Infrnticide* 

14. The arrsageaent proposed by Captain Jacob to paiagr^A 14 of bis 
report, that the wife or nearest female relative of tbe person enid^ed to take 
d» Jhara^ceosus be associated wiA fasm in the peribrsance of this dity, mill 
doabdesi eonstitute another thtA ag^st tUse ratoms, aid seeiii therefiaes 
wof^jr of adoption. The Pditictl Agent suggests that this woman ^diaH 
rafisive a adary equal to half wbat tbs ccosstf tem " during tbe timeadusBy 
employ e d in taking the eensua.'* Tins triU fcnn a cbaiga agaiast the 
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dde Fundi and care most be takm to aecare that the fH*oposed limitation ht 
duly obeenred. 

16. There ii some feiee in the general obserra^ooi offered by Captain 
Jacob in the concluding paragraphs of his report I am not awarOi howeveri 
that it has erer been contended that public opinion in Kattywar was so strofag 
against the crime of Infanticide as to induce the other classee spontaneously 
to come forward and actiedy co-operate with Goremment in its suppression. 
AH that has been urged is tUS|—that the voice of nature being with nS| the 
measures adopted would at all events not be misunderstoodi even if they aie 
not viewed with decided approbation. In respect to the inquisitorial nature 
of our measumi thisj in my opintoni is an unavoidable and necessary evil| for 
by no other means can we obtain our object, and Government must rely 
on the judgment and discretion of its |Agents to prevent the innocent suf¬ 
fering from false accosations. These have on a few occasions undoubtedly 
been preferred, but^tbey have been heretofore invariably detected, and none 
but the really guilty have suffered punishment It will in truth be a happy day, 
when we are able with safety to relax fiom the penal measures now in opera- 
rion; but all must coincide with Captain Jacob in opinion that the present 
system can only be relied upon during the pressure of vigilant ''supervUioD,’^ 
and even, though other duties are neglected, the Agent must never relax from 
that supervision. The complete suppression of In&nticide must be a work of 
rime, but, looking back to the past, and seeing how much has been effected 
within a few short years, we are encouraged strongly to hope that a steady 
and conrinued persererance in the measures now in operation will ultimately 
be crowned with full and entire success. On the 24th September 1834, the 
date of my first report on this subject, the number of Jhareja females ascer¬ 
tained to hhjt been preserved in Kattywar, of all ages, was 696; on the 23rd 
October 1641, the date of the present report, they amounted to 1,370; being an 
increase of 674 ia less than seven years, which certainly exceeds my most san^ 
guine expectations. 

16. Captain Jacob yenews the proposition originally made by Mr. Erskine 
that a portion of the Infenticide Fund (which at the date of his report amount^ 
ed to 1,16,786) shall be annually appropriated to the dlfinsion of education 
in the province of Kattywar gener^y. He recommends that a sum of 
Rs« 4,000 from this Fund should be devoted to the erection of a school-house 
at Rajkot; that Rs, 300 peryneoseni be sanctioaed for the salaries of masters 
and establishment] and Rs. 1,000 per annum as prbes for the best essays in 
the Temacular language agmnst the p^acttce of Infenticide, and to defray 
expense of afterwards printing and distributiDg these essays. 

17. 1 am not satisfied 0^ it is expedient to mix np the question of 
education wjth tl^t of Infenticide. Government have already once deter¬ 
mined that the Infeotictde Fund shaU not be trached upon for purposes of 
education, and before departing from tlus reaolution t^ consent of His 
Highness the Gaekwar would certainly appear necessary. The Politieal 
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Agent might, howe?er, itill eodeeTour to tscertain to what extent the Gfaiefe 
and monied men in Kattywar are diepoeedtomd in*the introdnetion of a 
general syttem of education in that proTince, when the subject can be resMn* 
eidered in connection with some recent correspondence with the QoTerament 
ofdndia on the subject 

18. There seems, however, to be no objection at once to sanction Captain 
Jacob’s last suggestion, namely, that Rs. 1,000 be annually bet apart from the 
Infimticide Fuad for prise easays against the practice. I would, however, 
propose for consideration, whether, until schools are established in Kattywar, 
these prizes should not be temporarily held out as objects of emulation among 
the scholars of the Native Education Society in Bombay, the essays being 
afterwards printed and circulated in Kat^war. The sum proposed might be 
thus divided 


First Prise... 
Second do.... 
Print! og of do. 


300 

200 




Rs. 1,000 

Captain Jacob’s opinion might be taken on this suggestion. 

19. 1 beg to suggest the expediency of the Political Agent being instructed 
to embody the results of the present ceruus in a proclamation, noticing, :n 
terms of commendation, those Chiefs who, by the results, are proved to 
have adhered to their engagements, and the reverse of those who have not 
done so. This should then be circulated throughout the province, to keep 
the subject alive in men’s minds, and to prove that the Coverument is 
resolved to persevere in its efforts to suppress the inhumin practice of 
Infanticide. 

20. The attention of the Political Agent might also be i^wn to the Go- 
Temment letter dated the 22Qd November 1834, which I do not believe has 
ever been specifically acknowledged. This may probably be attributed to my 
removal from Kattywar before it was received. Captain Jacob may be 
requested to state whether the orders communicated in that letter have been 
acted upon, and particularly whether the measure sanctioned in the 9th para¬ 
graph, of endeavouring to induce the heads of tiiose tribes who give their 
daughters in marriage to the Jharejasto atipulate at the time of betroAmentfor 
the preservation of female issue by such marriages, has been carried into effect, 
and, if so, with what success. 

21. Considerable stress was laid by Hr. Erskine in hia report on Infan¬ 
ticide in Jane 1837, and in a minor d^ree by Captain Jacob in his present 
report, on the severity of the measures adopted for the Oppression of tbs 
practice. Thu to some extent may be admitted, but it ia unavoidable and 
justifiable by the object in view. Other measures of an opposite tendency, 
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however^ formed ptrt of mj fdieme, wbicb bare not, 1 think, Bufidenliy beea 
attended to. For iostaoce, I proposed and OoTenuDeat iaocdooed, remiMioni 
from and d^ye in payment of tribnle, and bcmarary presents, ^ther in cloths 
or m^ey, to those who may distioguiah themselves by a cmspicuotts ad* 
herenca to their eng^ments to renounce the custom. Captun Jacob might be 
directed to report whether the present census does not enable him to point 
aoi any Chie^ or' iniericr members of the tribe, who have thus tenured 
themselves deserving of these indulgences and rewards. 

22. Copy of Captain JacoVs r^rt, and of the Government reply, ahould* 
be forwarded to the Polidcal Agent in Kutch, for information; and Captain 
Jacob seems entitled to the high approbation of Obvenunent for the zealous 
attention be has bestowed on this interesting question,-^the final, complete 
extinction of^nfanticide in Kattywar. 

(Signed) J. P. Willovobby, 

Irt JuMt 1842. ' Secretary to Government. 

No. 4180. 

IdinuU iy the Kffkt HonorabU the QovBRiion, dated the A(h June 1842. 

The auggestiona of the Political Secretary on Captain Jacob’s report may be 
adopted, with one exceptitm, that of a continued prise for essays. I tiunk we 
shonld not make the cost of education a dednction from the funds appropriate 
ed for the suppression of this crime. If it is deemed good that a prize should 
be given for an essay against Infanticide by one of the scholars of the Native 
Education Socie^, let it be done, and tbe charge be borne by the Educa¬ 
tional Funds. 

The Chief of Shahpoor Talooka should be strictly warned and assured that 
his continuance in not assisting to suppress this crime will bring upon him tbe 
sequestration of his Talooka. It cannot be unsound in policy to inflict this 
punishment upon one Chief, while all tbe other Chiefs are birXy meeting the 
great object which Govemment, for the sake of bomanity alone, is so anxious 
to accomplish. 

Captain Jacob paints strongly the injury done to tbe wounded feelings of 
Jhareja pride the inquisitorial character of the inquiries the very nature of 
tbe crime compels Qovemthent to sanction. But Captain Jacob seei es well 
as any one else, that without these very inquiries the end in view would be an 
for from us as ever; and therefore we have the choice of having inquiry 
so made or quietly lUowing this lo&nt-murder to stalk abroad as rife as ever. 
As to education, if we are to wait for its tfifects, to trust to its mfluences, we 
maitlook forward, perhaps, to not lest than a century. No; we must sincerely 
persist in our present efforts in our present system, to slop this course of 
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ttorder ; lad, «nce ethetiw^j AeduA, we my hope diAt Ming ukd pre* 
judice in caoiiog it my bn ofereome, tod then dM inciinetion rreiin To 
accorapliefa that change of pcqudice and iDcIinatioameet be onr co&tinned eSbrtv 
And it Ji evident our presenteyetem bu already effected much of thie. I would 
strictly continue it; yet certainly add to it as much of education as ctrcam* 
stances will admit 

(Signed) 0*W. Afdrsow. 


* From Captain 0. L. JacoBi Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. WiLiovoHBT, Eeq., Secretary to Covemment, Bombay. 

Xhtsd Jtofkotf 2M iVoeewier 1842. 
hare the honour to reply wvitim to your letter Nf 2127, dated 
12th August last, conveying the obeervations of (jovernment on idy Infanticide 
Report dated 23rd October preceding. 

3. The question contained in your 4th paragraph admits of little further 

explanation than that given in my despatches as per 
tfmber 1839. ^ ma^in. rrom the penod of Chotnm Lais suspen- 

No. 2H5, dated 22od sioD, there appears to have been no one person held 
June 1340. responsible for the safe custody and arrangement of 

the records, and for upwards of three years there was neither any Native 
Agent, nor any one appointed to officiate as such. It is impossible for me nuw 
to say how (he documents referred to have become lost. One censor was 
dismissed, without for some months any one being appointed to relieve him; 
an English clerk in the interim was employed in districts to take the 
census, and a successor was ultimately appointed who proved quit«^ iucom- 
petent. What with removals and deaths, the establishment has been almost 
entirely changed of late years; and the result reported is the natural effect of 
such changes and want of systematic arrangement in an offige of Uiis msgni* 
tude. The chest appropriated to the Infanticide records does not contain 
those reported missing, nor has any clue to them been traced. 

3. With reference to the fine of Rs. 1,000 directed to be levied on Jhareja 
Kullajee of Shahpoor in your 7th and 8ih paragraphs, I beg to submit, for the 
consideration of the Honorable the (sovemor in Coondl, certain fovouraUe 
features in his case that have come to notice since 1 framed my last report, 
which induce me to plead in mitigation,'if not remi^on, of his pnmshmeot. A 
small table appended (Appendix A) will show, that only eight peiaons are raarried 
within his Talooka, who have eleven sons, and two daughters bom since my 


* Orders to the eflte euggtslsd ia Mr. WiUou^bjf’i McnoruduD of the lit Juse 
1842, nbject to the modiflestion proposed ia the above Miaute by Mr. (i^ v Sir) 0. W. Aader- 
•on, were comaun icitcd to Cepttsn Q. L. Jicob* Acting Pelitiea] Agat in KsUywcr, on the 
12tb Aogwt 1842; sad to the lettwtddiwed to bis on tiist oeoukm, No. 2127, Csptsm 
Jacob rep ti ed in this wwawerios . 
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last eanaua. Although no dtnghter waa ftli?e at that timo» yet four had been 
bom, and the sidmeu^preriotto to the decease of three of these reported, and 
persons, it appears, had been deputed by the Political Agent to inspect and 
report thereon. Consequently, except in the suspicious case in Bbawajee's 
family, for which KuUajee was fined, it seamed by no means impossible that 
the disproportion between malee and females may be accounted for by natural 
causes, in addition'to these circumstances. The greater part of the Rajkot 
Bhyad waited on me in a body to intercede for Kullajee with Goremment, pro- 
misii^ to hold themselves responsible that no deviadon from the pledge to 
preserve life should hereafter occur in the Shahpoor fomily. I do myself the 
honour to annex (Appendix B) translation of their petition, and it appears to 
me that it would further the cause of humanity if Government would be pleased 
to extend antbt of grace to the petitioning Chieft in behalf of their kinsman. 
The leuiency*could not be mistaken, since the security it holds out for the 
future is greater than what would result from diir^rding the guarantee as 
well as the feelings of so many respectable Girassias, and it may be deemed 
wise to reserve punishment for cases where the possibility of innocence can* 
not be held forth to enlist the feelings of the people against the measures of 
Government. 

4. Adverting to your 9th paragraph I beg to annex (Appendix C) trans* 
late of the Morvee Chief a reply to the injunctions of Government, which will, 
I trust, be deemed satisfactory. • 

6. On the subject of the 16th paragraph of your let^, I append (Ap* 
pendix B) translations of letters from the Chiefs of Morvee and Dhurol; 
these, whilst partly corroborating the information previously received as to 
the habits of the Somra tribe, hold out further security for the preservation 
of lift. 

6. I i^ret to say that I have as yet been unable to make arrangements for 
aecuring the aid of a female censor sanctioned in your 17th paragraph; the 
prejudices of the Nagur caste, to which the present censor belongs, leads him to 
demur acceptance of the Government offer. The chief difficulty is the alarm 
of being called on personally to give evidence before any functionary of Govern* 
ment in cases of or supposed Infanticide. The Nagur caste is particularly 
tenacious of the privacy of their women, but this difficulty may, I hope, be got 
over, as any examination might I think be conducted through the husband, or, 
at any rate, on the understanding that the ** Porda*’ should be respected. 
Should Hie Honour in Council view this point in a different light,, it will, I 
fear, become necessary to change the present censor, who is otherwise ve^ well 
qualified for his office. 

7. Regarding education as an especial antidote to the moral disease under 
review, independ^it of the btessinge it must confer on the country at large, I 
regret to state that no further advance bu been made in securing for it the 
support of the Cfaieft, &c. f and 1 fear that, unless Government take the lead in 
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Uii» matter, Dothiog can be expected. Tbt Infantidde Faoda are ample; they 
are raieed from the whole commimity, tbcK^h now dedicated to a portion of it; 
and, aa a preTious deciaion of Oofenuneot aeems, by the 22ni paragraph of. 
your letter, the chief obetacle to thtir being employed in furtherance of the 
eaiating checka to the crime in a manner ao highly beneBcial to the whole 
community, 1 yet cannot auppreas my hope that Cioreroment may aee grounde 
to review iu deciiioiL * 

8. On the queation of eatabliahing a price for the best easay against the 
practice of Infanticide, referred to in yoor 24th paragraph, it appears to me 
that the greater the amount of intellect which can be brought to bear on the 
subject, the greater the probability of obtainit^ an essay worth publishing—the 
wider the field of discussion, the more would the design of enlisting public 
opinion against the crime spread forth its roots; I would beg, tSerefore, tosug' 
gest the propriety of throwing open the easay to public competition, and I can 
perceive no reason why a fixed sum, say a thousand rupees, should not be set 
apart annually for this object from the Infanticide Funds however this point 
may be determined. The Boerd of Edaeation would seem the proper tri^nal 
to decide on the merits of the several competitm. 

9. In reply to your 26th paragraph, I am not aware of any steps taken to 
induce the heads of the tribes who give their daughters to the Jharejas to sti¬ 
pulate for the preservation of female issue previous to marrisge, further than 
were adopted by yourself when Political Agent, in August 1836. I have a ^ain 
addressed injunctions on this subject to the several tribes, urging tbe.u to 
come forward in the common cause of humanity; but sufficient time has not 
elapsed to report the result. I am not sanguine of any success in this desira¬ 
ble object, for besides the apathy that per^es the whole community, and the 
dislike to what they consider interference with their family coocenis, no party 
likes to deprive his daughters of the chances of respectaUe Jhare^ alliances, 
which, unless all could be brought to make common cau%s, would naturally 
be the case with whoever first set the example. 

10. In reply to the question contained in your 27th paragraph, for the 
reasons stated in my last report, I do not quite feel sufficient confidence in the 
census that accompanied it, to surest honorary rewards for any particular 
Chief; I think, however, small presents might be made to each of the seven 
Jharqas shown in the census to have preserved respectively four and five female 
children, on a report from the censor u to thf correctneu of the fact from 
personal observation. The gifts might be bestowed in the manner that might 
seem best suited to their circumstances and station in life. When the double 
machinery for taking the census shall have been matured, the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will have firmer ground to go upon in noticing with his 
favour the parties who may he proved to have deservd if. 

11. I beg to tnosmit (Appendix P) an a^ication from the Jam of 
Nowanuggur, asking the assistance of Govemmem for twenty-one members of 
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Bhjwi, to iaciJitete the memegM of twestj-two den^ten, which I beg to 
UMonuDend for &Toiimb)e coniidtrttioit The JamheeiJI tlong regarded the 
anti-IofiuQtidde meanree of GoTenuAeot with estreaae jealousy/and itU a 
great poinigaioed that he ahould» by the step which he hw now taken for the 
fini time, huTe thoa tendered them a cpecies of Tohintary acknowledgment. 
The UDomit aaked for » hi^Mr than the earns nanally granted by Ghirem- 
ment on similar occfteionsy and an arerige of Rs. 200 for each dat^hter, mak¬ 
ing a total of Re. 4^400, might be considered saficient 
12* In eoDclueioo, I beg to annex (Appendix B) an abstract of the census 
completed up to die end of 1S41, making a few corrections in the prerioos lists. 
The annoat transsHseicm of the eenssi may henceforward proceed in more 
regolar order, at the periods laid down £>r them by Oorenment The result 
of this cenMa, It will be perceived, eontiDuea to be mliaiictory. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) O. L. Jacob, 

lUgkctf i6th November 1842. Acting Political Agent 
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APPENDIX B. TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

TmtlaHtm of a PetiAonfrTm Jbauia Waojbs of RajjmrfOf Jomaju and 
Phvlibb of LodhAa^ WuirAio of Bkadwi^ Spttakibb of ParamtHf 
Jbthbjbb ofKkamhOf Gotindibi^ Msrooiu of Gottrmdhw^f 

HvftBBVifjn of Palf and MoOar Sino ^ TVvnia ; dated Bumvut 1898, 
Am Vud 7A' (corrotponding to 26M Octohor 1642). 

We, the undenigDed, petition in consequence of doubts of the continu* 
ence of Inftnticide, created from the existence of eleven eons without any 
daughten in the Shahpoor Talooka in the census for 1840, OoTernment has 
directed a fine to be inflicted on Jhareja KuUajee of Rs. 1,000. We b^ to 
represent, howerer, that he has not committed this crime. In the year 1691 
the premature birth of a female occurred in his brother Bbawabbaee’s family, 
who died instantly. Captain Lang inquired into this matterp and reported on 
it to the Ooremment in Bombay, on/which a fine was imposed of Rs. 60 for 
not haring reported the occurrence. Afterwards, in his Bhyad village of 
PurwuUa, a daughter was bom to Jhareja Mooloojee in Sumvut 1892» who 
lived for two years; she was attacked with smalUpox, on which a report was 
duly n^e to the Political Agent, and Jemadar Soobhan Sing was sent to see 
the girl, who lived four or five months and afterwards died, which event was 
also reported. A daughter was bom to Jhareja Tukkutsing in Sumvut 1692, 
who died in Sumvut 1894, when with her mother on a visit to her parent 
Wala Ujoobhaee*! house at Tnllajee. On recmving information of this event, 
a report was made to the censor. A danghter was bom to Jhareja Huthejee 
in Sumvut 1894, who was attacked with a disease when four months old, and 
a report thereof was made to Captain Lang, who sent the Rajpurra Zuptidar 
Mehta, Rooduijee Nundeeram, to see the child, who accordingly did so : the 
infant dying the day after his visit, a man was sent to inform the Mehta of it. 
In the above maotier have four daughters been bom in the Shahpoor fomily, 
and have died ; and since then two daughters have been bom in that Talooka 
in 1842, who are alive, and their births inserted in the Register: and as to 
there being many boys and few giris, this is a matter that depends on God, there 
is no rem^y for this. But henceforward we will, all of us, in his and in our 
own Talookas, duly comply with, and canse to be obeyed, the arraugements of 
Government on this subject No deviation shall take place, and we hold our¬ 
selves responsible for the^samc to any extent that may be deiired by Govern¬ 
ment We therefore entreat the Sahib to send onr petition to Goverzunent. 
Should, notwithstanding what we have stated, suspicion of guilt continue, we 
pray that such may be forgiven, if not removed, and that the fine imposed 
on Jhareja KoUaje^may be remitted. 

Siqifi by the partiee whose names are above given. 
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APPENDIX C TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

TrioulaU of a LetUrfrom the MooBTEsCaisp io Captain Jacob, dattd Atkad 

Shoodh Zrd, Sttmvut 1898 (7tk Octo^ 1842). 

, A« C.—The SaUeb's letter^ dated Shrawuo Vod lOtb, haa been receired, in 
which it ie stated that, on examining the tables of Adhoee Jbareja population, 
the namea of 115 males and only 7 females are inserted^by which it appears 
that female life io that district is seldom preserved,—a matter of deep dissatis¬ 
faction, and which, on being reported to Oovemmeut, a reply had been received, 
directing effectual arrangements for iht prerention of the crime of child- 
slaughter, and, further, that the Honorable the Governor in Council would hold 
the lord of the district responsible for the same. Consequently, that 1 was 
to make these arrangements, taking care that no one henceforth deviated from 
them. In reply it is thus. The Government had not formerly directed me to 
enforce these arrangements in Adhoee, but in Mr. Erskine s rime I received 
instructions to make arrangements. It is my desire to comply with all 
the injunctions of Government; besides, 1 will not deviate from the |>ath of 
religion, and I am not inattentive to the subject as regards Adhoee. 'fhe dis¬ 
parity between males and females arises from the arrangements for preserva¬ 
tion of females having only lately been established in tho district I have, 
liowever, again written strongly to the Adhoee Manogcr, and you may rely on 
my taking caro that thcro shall be no inattention to Uic subject on my pa* 


APPENDIX D TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN J.VCOB. 

TVarulaie of a Letter from the Dhbbol Ckjbf, dated Z\it July 1842, to 

Captain J acoB« 

The Saheb's letter of the 14th July has been received, stotlng that the 
Soumra tribes of my district arc understood to destroy their daughters in the 
manner that the Jharejas were wont to do previous to the ankngements for their 
preservation, Ac. Ac. In reply, 1 beg to state that arrangements shall be made 
to prevent this tribe following such evil practices, as requested by you. 

Translation of a Letter from tike Mckiiivbs CniBP (o Captain Jacoo, dated 

7th October 1842. 

The Saheb's order, dated Bhadurwa Sboodh 11th (16th Septembar 1842), has 
been received, staring that the Soomra people of my district are understood to 
destroy their daughters in the manner the Jharejas were wont to do of old, and 
calling on me to make due arrangements for the prevention of this crime, report¬ 
ing parricnlan thereof, Ac. Ac. On receipt of this letter 1 despatched a Mehta 
into the districts, with directions to make inquiry and eniar into precautions. 
I do not believe that there are many of the Soomra tribe in my country, but, 
afler the Mehta’s report shall have been received, Arill write again anti transmit 
a census of the Soomras. 

81 G 
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* APPENDIX £ TO THE FOREGOING 
Ahtiraet ofOa Jhat^aofidJttwa PopuitUionf on the 3l$t December 1841» 




: ♦*5 


Deduct. 


Namss or TaIiOoxai. 


J A 



1 NowanuKur.. 3307| 14 

2 Moorree .. 481 

3 Adhoee (uader Moorvee) • • 11^ 

4 Dherol Sunifdar .. 387, 

5 Rajkot . 47 


6 Oondul Dhorajea 3d4 17 3 

7 Kotra Sat^anee «•«•«**• 64| 4| 

8 Veerpoor uurer^e 

9 Drappa .. 

10 Mallia Khakrechee. 

11 JhalHa Dewanee.. 

12 Khureeara. • • .. 70 

13 I.^eeka .. 35 

14 Govreedur •••••••*•••. 17 

15 Shahpoor... 22 

16 Rajpoori .. 50; 

17 Mengnee «»•«••••«•«••« 

18 Bhaowa.. 

19 Satodur Wowree 

20 Moolealaderee 131 

21 GuUca .. 

22 Kotaria .. • 

23 Paal. 

24 Seesang Cbandlee. 

25 Kotra Nyajee • * 4 « 

26 Vee(wa *«• • • • • • * 4 ««• •«» 

27 Alowa •« ■«*4«444«■ 4» 

28 Kakaiallee . 

29 Wudalee ... . 

30 Wankaoeer . 

31 Hulwad Dnmgdru . 444444 . 

ToUl....| 6760| 276j 31 

32 Jetwa» in the Poorb^der > 

Talooka ..* • • S 
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LETTER PROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 


%riih Correetwni of (he ImU iioctmqmyieg J^eport dated 23rd Ocieher 1641. 
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«ui>nu!icioi 


ipmuit * fp vtie jbicEfipms 

TVan/btt 

ia^i BJ^adu^ 9^ ^^ f^rt^ J^ Oni itf. 

' t€mUf ArifAM^f., 

••In nr Ttlo^' 

hut tbeixldigmecf their ptMUA^cpfottiT 

sft itsi ex^nog; «fl nrghat «i»^«i^'epMir f»r ^otitg onp^ee 
inih M litfle I ibu'*^tujMywg lift^*>howQg 

partienlen^r^^uig the feo^^i above $lludu^,ioi ifi the ^ope "ibit Qoverp-* 
ment will give eeck atiiitaoce u ina/ bb ifttiog^* 


♦' • 


* Omitted from tbi» Stlectum. 







.V >a<tfi7tti^}843. 

.;:f0>|t)^|'«iB')(if%^ tks ^lpUi'«i.&eab(« Utter, 

' -ivi&e^^dre^ 0^ N«*£iu(>er luU t>A ^Pm’ Fem^ fa* 

AS&!i3e^ Kat^^/.trfidi 

'ift tiRHtlii} ^rt^plv ^ " ** which th« doci^ 

ffttalf tbeieipf i^JIum k bftn.teu Wt, Hooprabte the *, 

GoTemer^Hi jCoaDof to big «l i n M ti rf Mt osy le Aft 4hjeb» iveriotsly teid. 

before ^GcTTeniideo^t. * 

,' You ere, ‘ therefore, r^tie^ietf to adopt tteteuret ior the effiqeat le* 
eurity, for the fhtuA,' of^ail the offiee reoorde of the Kat^’vrar Agency. ** e 

3. Under the eircumetaficee reported ia the 3rd pengraph'of Ctptoxf 
Jacob's letter, the Governor in Council u pleated to remit the fine of lU. 1,000 

^ which Government, tV the recommendatioo of th^t* officer, ordered to be 
levied on Jhareja Kullajee of Shahpoor. The grounds ef thU remisfion should 
be explained to Jhareja Kulitjee, and to the Chiefs who have ititemded on 
his behalf, with a distinct intioiation that ahould Kull^ee hereafter fail to 
co* 0 }>ejatc with Government for the suppression of tlie crime of In&nticide, 
his Talooka will be placed under sequestration. 

4. The promise given by the Chief of Moorvee to adopt effectual measi..e* 
for the suppression of Infanticide in the district of Adhoee is considered by 
the Governor in Council to be satisfactory, but it will be necessary fimi the 
Political Agent should fiom time to time satisfy himself that the Cb'ef lulfils 
his engagements, and the slightest remissness on his part sliould I o brought 


to the immediate notice of Government. * 

5. The assurances given by the Chiehi of Moorvee and Dherol in regard to 
the Soomra tribe are also considered to be satisfactory; but tlje Political Agent 
should exercise his vigilance to see that the promises made by these Chiefs 
are respected. The infonnation, which the Chief of Moorvee states he has 
deputed a Mehta t(M»btaia in regard to his Soomra subjects, should ba sub¬ 
mitted to Govemmeut together with the census. 

6. In reply to the 6th paragraph of Captain Jacob's letter, I am directed to 
inform you that it is on all occasions the desire of Government to abstain from 
making any innovations on the prejudices of caqfe, when the public interests, 
or those of the community, will not thereby be endangered; but that as, by the 
adoption of the plan proposed by Captain Jacob, a great risk would be incurred 
of collusion or concealment, another censor must be appointed, unless the 
individual now entrusted with that duty will agree to eozne female being asso¬ 
ciated with him who is not encumbered with prejudices of tHe nature mentioned 
by Captain Jacob, since it wiU be highly important that the Political Agent 
should be able to have the free and unrestricted power of questioning the 
female employed upon this delicate duty, and that, in cases of supposed In&n* 
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ticide, in which her eTidence may be required by the Political Agent, she 
should give it without fear or demur of any kind. 

7. With reference to the 7th paragraph, I am desir^ to inform yon that 
the Honorable the Oovernor in Conncil adheres to the decision commnnieated 
to Captun Jacob in Mr. Chief Secretary ReidV leUer dated the 12th Augast 
last, and to request that you will be pleased to report whether, as directed in 
the 23rd pangra{A of that communication, you have endeavoured to aseerUun 
the extent to which the Chiefs and monied men in Kattywar could be pre- 
▼ailed upon to aid in the introducdon of a general system'of education in that 
province. 

8. The Ooveroor in Conncil will await the result of the injunctions which 
Ciqitain Jacob reports, in the 9th paragraph, he bad addressed to the meral 
tribes; but yon are requested, 4n the event of the issue being unfavourable, as 
Captain Jacob anticipates, again to urge in the strongest terms upon the heads 
of the Rajpoot tribes the importance of their giving their consent to the stipn* 
lation required by Government, namely, that " when giving their daughters, 
in marriage to Jbarejas, a stipalation shall be made that the issue of the union 
shall be preserved, and that each Rajpoot Chief shall oblige every Rajpoot 
subject to do the same.*' 

9. The Governor in Council will also awutyour further report on the sub* 
ject noticed in the 10th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, in regard to the 
parties who may prove deserving of ren^rds by a conspicuous adherence to 
their engagements to renounce the custom of Infanticide. 

10. I am further directed to inform you that the Honorable the Governor 
in Council is pleased to sanction a donation of Rs. 5,000 being granted from 
the Infanticide Fund for the marriage of the twenty*one Jhareja females in the 
Nowanuggur Talooka, alluded to in the 11th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s 
letter, to be divided among them in such proportions as you may consider 
just, and to be paid only when each marriage is about to be solemnized. 

n. The Governor in Council further directs me to request that the Infan¬ 
ticide Report for the year 1842, which was due on the 1st January last, may be 
subnitted to Government as soon as practicable, and that, for the future, Uiese 
reports may be forwarded regularly on the 1st of January of each year, as 
directed in the 3rd paragraph of Mr. Cbiefr Secretary Reid’s letter to the ad¬ 
dress of Captmn Jacob, dated the 12th August last 

12. With reference to tlje 8th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, relative 
to the proposed establishment of a prize for the best essay against the practice 
of Infanticide, 1 am desired to txnnsmit for your information copy of my letter 
of this date to the Secretary to the Board of Education on the subject 

« I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed)* J. P. Willouohdy, 

Chief Secretary to Government 


Bowhay Castbp 17lA 1843. 
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PoUnOAL DlMBTJiENT. 

To C. Mopahsad^ Gfq., « 

Secretary to tlie Board of EducatioiL 

am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to tranamit 

txtnet PM. 24 of a ^ copiet of the docomenta noted in the margin^ 

ibr the purpoae of being eubmitted to the Board 
of Education, and to request that*the Board will be 
pleased to fevour Government with their opinion in 
r^ard to the best means of attaining the object 
therein alluded to, and whether they consider that 
the offer of the sum of lU. 300 for a first prise, and 
Rs. 200 for a second prise essayi would a suffi¬ 
cient inducement to enlist talented competitors amongst the scholars of the 
Bombay Native Education Society, in the composition of an essay against the 
practice of Infanticide. * 

I have the honour to be, ke. 

0 (Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay CastU, }7tk May 1843. Chief Secretary to Government. 


Extract para. 24 of a 
letter from Hr. Chief Scey. 
lUid to the Aetios Politi* 
cal Aovot in Kattywar, 
dated the 12th Aueuat, 
No. 2127 of 184J. 

Extract para. 8 of a letter 
from the Acting Political 
Affent, dated the 2Stb No- 
▼emhtf. No. 2^ of 1942. 


To L. R. Reid, Esq., 

Secretary to Government, Political Department 

Sir,*- 1 am directed by the Board of Education to acknowledge the receipt 
of Mr. Secretary Willoughby's letter No. 1075, dated the 17th ultimo, witli 
accompaniment, and, in reply, to acquaint you that, in the opinion of the Bt^ard, 
thb proposed essay against the practice of Infanticide should be composed in 
the English language, and accompanied with a Guzerathee translatioii. 

2. In the event of the sum allotted for the prize being charged U) the In¬ 

fanticide Fund, as recommended by the Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 
in paragraph 8 of bis letter No. 238, dated 2dth November last, the Doa^ are 
of opinion that competition should be open to the public (as affording the 
greatest likelihood of obtaining a good essay), and that the sum fixed for the 
prize should be Rs. k^SOO. * 

3. Should, however, the prize be cliarged to the Education Fund, it 
appears to the Board that in this case competition should be confined to the 
scholars of the Elphinstone Native Education Institurion, as suggested in the 
letter under reply; but that Rs. 500 should be ftxed as a prize for the best 
essay, and Rs. 300 for the second. 

4. The Board are further of opinion that it should be distinctly made 
known to the competitors in either case, that the prize would not be awarded 
unless the best essay was considered worthy of such distioction by the Ez- 
aminers. 

I have the honour to be, Icc. 

(Signed) C. Mobehesh, 

Board of JSdacarioR, BowAoy, l 6 tA June 1843. Secretary. 
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To CMoBSSBAPt E«q.| 

Secretary to the Board of Edocation, Bombay. 

Sib,— lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 261, 
dated the 16th uMmO| and in reply to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Board of Education, that under the reetriction mentioned by you in the 4tli 
paragraph, the Honorable the GoTemor in Council is pleased to authorise the 
announcement of two prizes for essays against the practice of Infenticide, 
namely a prize of Rs. 600 for the beet, and of Rs. 300 for the second essay. 

2» The OoTemor in Conndl is of opinion that the production of these 
essays should be open to general competition, and desires me to request that 
you will have the goodness, under the authority of the Board, to submit, for 
the approval of Government, a draft uolification of the terms on which these 
prizes will be grants. 

I have the honour to be, kc, 

* (Signed) L. R. Rbid, 

Bombtttf Castle, I9tk Jul^ 1843. Cbief Secretary to Government. 


To li. R. Rbid, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to Government, Political Department. 

Sift,~In tranemitting, for the consideration of the Honorable the Governor 
in Council, the draft notification* called for in your letter No. 1647, dated the 
19th ultimo, I am directed to acquaint you that the Board of Education still 
entertain the opinion expressed in paragraph 2 of my letter No. 261, dated 
the 16th June last, that the prize, if open to public competition, should ibe 
Rs. 1,000, for they are apprehensive that Rs. 500 will not prove sufficient in¬ 
ducement to any very qualified competitor. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) C. Mobeusad, 

Board of Bdueation, Bombay, 2nd August 1843. Secretary. 

To C. Morshsad, Esq., ^ 

Secretary to the Board of Education. 

am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your l^ter dated the 2Qd instant, No. 339, submitting, 
for the i^proval of Government, the draft of a proposed notification, inviting 
essays against the practice of Female Infimticide. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inforq^ you that the Honorable the Governor in 
Conncil has, with some slight modification, approved of the notification submit¬ 
ted with your lett^, and he has also been pleased to increase to the following 
extent the amount he had originally determined on for two prizes, namely for the 

* Omitted; this sotiAoitum, as smeuded by OoreniDent, bring eabscquently giren in this 
SriectioB. • 



THE PROTtRCK OP OUZBEAT. 637 

best essay from the sum of Rs. 500 to Rs, 600^ and for the second essay from 
Rs. 300 to Bs. 400. 

3. A copy of the Notification, as revised by the Ooremor in Council,; 
accompanies this letter. 

• *I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) L. R. Ram, 

Chief Secretac^ to Government 

Bombay Coitlfy Awpai 1843. 


NoTlFtCATlOSf. 

p 

Prize Et$ay$ ogaimt the Practice, of Infantkidc. 

The Honorable the Governor in Council has been pleased to authorise the 
award of two prizes for essays gainst tlie practice of Female Infimticide, viz. 
a prize of Rs. 600 for the best, and Rs. 400 for the second essay, subject to 
the following conditions 

]. The prizes to be open to general competition among the Native students 
of any of the public or private educational ettabUshments of this Presidency. 

2. The easuya to be composed in the English language, and accompanied 
with a Guzeiathee tnmslation; to be foirly transcribed and not in the hand* 
writing of the authors, and to be transmitted to the office of the Secretsvy to 
Government before the 1st March 1844. 

3. To each essay a motto must be affixed, and the essay most be nccom* 
panied with a sealed note bearing on the outside the same mof^ as that 
affixed to the essay, and, within, the author's name. 

4. The essays will be submitted by (^lovemment for tbe Vep<>rt of a com¬ 
mittee selected for the purpose. Tbe sealed notes which accompany the 
successful essays will alone be opened, and these essays will become the property 
of Ooverament; the others will be returned unopened with their respective 
essays to the authors. 

6. It is to be^Ihtinctly understood that tbe prizes will not be awarded 
unless the best and second essays be considered worthy of such distinction by 
tbe examiaing committee^ and, in such case, all the sealed packets and essays 
will be returned. 

(Signed) C. Mnaxuau), 
Secretary to tiie Board of Education. 

Bombayy 12fA September 1843. 

__t_ 

To E. H. Townsbivd, Esq., Secy to Oort in the Revenue Department; 

The Reverend G* Pioorr, 8^. to the Bombay Education Society; 

C. Mobibbab, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. 

GsHTLEMBir,—I am directed to inform you that the Honorable tbe Oover- 
82 o 



BUPPBfiSSlOK Of TMfXtmCtOZ IK 




Bor in Coaocil ii piMMd to t|qxHot joa a Committee, to report whedier, under 
tile terme of the Goeemmeni Notification dated the 12th September last, 
published in the Bombajr Official Gazette of tiie 14th of that month, you are 
ofopinioD that one or more of the accompanying four essays against the 
practice of Female Infimtieide are deaening of the rewards offered in the 
abore NotificatioiL 

I am also desired to request that yon will be pleased to state your opinion 
in regard to the Ouzerathae renion of the esaaya, obtaining the aid, if neces^ 
sary, of the Secretary to Government in the Persian Department, and whether 
any of these essays are calculated to aid the soppresiion of Female Infanticide, 
if printed and circulated* 

I have the honour to be, 

4 

(Signed) J. P. Wiixooobby, 

BowJh^ Coftitf, ISM April 1844. Chief Secretary to Government. 


To J. P. WiLLOUOBBT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Siu,»We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 13th 
April, appointing us a committee to report on the merits of four English essays 
(three of which were accompanied with translations), with reference to the 
Government notification of i4th September 1843, and authorising us to refer to 
the Persian Department, to enable us at the same time to report upon the merits 
of the translations. That reference was made on the 2nd May, and the reply 
of Mr. Escombe was received on the 19th instant. 

2. We are unanimous in assigning the first place to the essay whose motto 
is taken from the Pudma Puran, ** He who loves sin and commits Infen- 
ticide,’* &e. But some difference of opinion exists in the extent of our 
approval, Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend considering it a well-written, 
spirited production, worthy of the higbestreward, while the Rev. O. Pigott does 
not think it, as it now stands, calciUated to produce the impreauon desired by 
Oovaroment, though he is of opinion that it contains tfaa elements of a paper 
calculated to have that effect We all, however, think that it might with 
benefit be abridged. 

3. General Kennedy's opinion of the Gnzerathee version of this essay 
you will observe, g^erally favourable. 

4. The next essay in order of merit, though fer behind the first, is, we 
conceive, that having for its motto, " Virtue alone is beppineu below.** 
Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend covider this prodnetion one of ordinary 
merit, hardly deserving so great a reward as Rs. 400. Had the Orient^ 
Translator’s report of the Guzerathee version, been favourable, they were 
disposed to recommend a reward not exceeding three hundred rupees, or 
half that of the highest proposed to be pven by Government. Considering, 
however) the unfevoureUe opinion of the Guzerathee translation ot this estsy 
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cttttftbed in Generti Kaonedy’s last paitgnpli, Umj M htrdiy joftified i& 
reeiMDmttdiiig the grant of any rtinsd to the writer. Mr. Kgott wu de* 
cidedly of thii optnion before Oriental Trantlator'a report waa reodted, 
and in this opinion we are therefore uoanimoos, notwithstanding the exiitance 
of some well^argned passagee in this essay. t 

6. The two renuuDiDg essays are such teiy inferior productions^ that wa 
feel it to be quite superfluous to enter into any laboured <!iKaBsions of their 
defects: merits they bare none. 

We hare the honour to be, tcc, 

(Signed) E. 11. Towniiivd. 

O. PlOOTT. 

Bombay, 2ind June 1844. C. Moabbiad. 


£. H. Town>en<t» Esq. 
Ssey. to Qovt. iu the Bcve* 
nus DensrtmeDt. 

The Rev.O. Seer, 
to the Bombsy Ktlucslion 
Soctely. 

C. Aorehesd. Ceq. 
to the Boerd of Educstson. 


To C. MoBBBBAn, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. 

SiBf^With reference to the Oovemment Notifica* 
tiOD of die 14th September 1843, 1 am directed by 
the Honorable the Governor in Council to inform 
you, that four essays against the practice of Female In¬ 
fanticide were received by Government, and submitted 
for the opinion and report of a committee compose^, of 
the gendemen named in the margin. 

2. The report of the Committee being in fevour of the essay written by 

. Bhawoo Dajee, an Assistant Teacher in the Eipbin- 
commiti Wsnt^d.ir”ihsll Nadve Education Institution, with the motto 

he eowlemned to the hell noticed in the mamn. and Government <;oncufTiog 

celled ‘ Tsmioa.* ” • • • ^ 

m opmicn with the Committee regarding the merits 

of that essay, the Governor in Council has been pleased to award to the 

author the first prize of Rs. 600. • 

3. I am further desired to request that you will, under the authority of 
the Board of Education, be pleased to prepare and submit to Government a 
drafe notification, affiouncing the name of the successful candidate, stating 
at the same dme the names of the gendemen who composed the Committee. 

4. The General Paymaster has been instructed to pay to you the above- 
mendoned amount, which you will be pleased to make over to Bhawoo Dtyee. 

5. Neidier of the other essays have been deemed worthy of the second 
prize offered by Government, and they hare accordin^y been returned to their 
respective authors. 

1 hkVe the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. P. W^LLouaBBT, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 


Bombay Ca$tk, 30tA ATommAo* 1844* 
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PoUTtCAL DSPAAMBITT. 

To £• H. ToiTHsiMD, Etq.f Secy, to Govt in the Revenoa Department, 
The Rev. O. Pioorr, Secretary to the Bombay Edocetion Society, 

C» Mobbbbao, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education* 

OaitTLnHtn,-^! am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter dated 
the 22nd June lasV reporting on fonr essays against the practice of Female 
Infanticide. 

2» In reply 1 am* desired to inform you that the Hononble the Governor 
in Council concurs with you in opinion that the first prize should be awarded 
to Bhawoo Dajee, the author of tiie essay on the above subject bearing the 
motto, ** He who loves sin and commits Infanticide shall be condemned to the 
hell called * Tamisra/ 

3i The Governor in Council is, however, of opinion, that this essay is not 
altogether suited for publication in its present form. I am, therefore, desired 
to request that you will have the goodness, in communication with the author, to 
revise and condense it,* so as to render it more suitable for circulation in 
Kattywar, Kutch, and Guzerat, among the tribes in which the revolting crime 
of Infanticide prevails. 

4. The essay in question is herewith returned for the above purpose, and 
I am desired to convey to yon the thanks of Government for the care and 
attention you have already bestowed on this subject 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) 3. P. WiLtouou&Y, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Ckutle, 20fA Novmber 1844. 

p 


^ Political Dbfabtmknt. 

From E. H. Townsbkd, Esq., Secretary to Govenunent, Bombay, 

To A. Malbt, Esq., Political Agent m Kattywar, UajkOt. 

Str,*-^I am directed by the Honorable the Governorrisi * Conncil to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter,f dated the 30th August 1844, No. 102, 
submitting statements of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra populations of the 
province of Kattywar during the year 1643. 

2. From statement No. J accompanying your letter, it appears that the 
total male Jhareja population in Kattywar amounted in 1842 to 6,166, and 
in 1843 to 6,176 souls, being as iscresse daring the latter year of 10 males. 
It further appears that the total combo of females at the end of the 
year 1842 amounted to 1,654, and in 1843 <to 1,959, being an increase during 
twelve months of f06 females. The increase in the number of females being 

* Ikii hsviof been dm, the Ssny, m rsvised, wm puMitbed by GovamnenA 

t Ooutted from tbit Mnttoo, the eubstsftce oi tbs report tad iti sceoDpsoyiag rUts* 
mate beiog coataiacd ID tbit kttsr. 
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thus shown to be m t much greeter proportion then thet of the sieles^ is e 
bighljr setisfectory result • 

3. Statemeut No« 2, forwarded with your letter, shows thet in 1842 the. 

Jetwe male popcIatioD of Porebunder and Nowanuggor amounted to 164 
Auls, and to the same number at the end of the year 1643. The total number 
of females was 62 in the former and 63 in the latter year, being an inerease of 
1 female. * 

4. Statement No. 3 shows that the male Soomra ^pulation in Nowaaug- 
gur, Moorree, and Dhorol amounted at the end of 1642 to 360, and in 1843 
to 364, being an iucrease of 4 males. The total number of females was 147 
in the former, and 157 in the latter year, being an increase of 10 females. 

5. From statement No. 4, accorapanyiog your letter, it appears that the 
total disbursements from the Infanticide Fund during the year 1843, on 
account of marriage donations and the maintenance of the Infanticide Estab* 
lishment, amounted to Company's Bupees 3,657»1*3, and that the balance 
of the Fund on the 31 at December 1843 amounted to Company's Ru¬ 
pees 1,21,011-S-Il. 

7. I am directed to convey to yon the approbation of Gorerament for the 
commendable care and attention which you bestow in the performance of this 
important portion of your duties. 

I have the honour to be, kc» 

(Signed) E. II. Towmibud, 

Secretary to Govern ment. 

Bombay Casik, 20tA Juh$ 1845. 


PoJATtOAL DsPiUlTMBNT. 

From J. P. WiijM)vciiaY, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govt., Bombay, 

To A. Malbt, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Sia,—I am dir ected by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of 
your letter,* dated the 
10th August last. No. 
130, submitting your 
Annual Report for the 
yeer 1844, on Female 
In&nticide in the pro¬ 
vince of Kattywar; and 
forwarding five state- 
meots contain]!^ the mformation spedfied in the margin. 

* Omitted^ the nUtSDcs of tbs report sod its sooonpsoriBg ststsments bdsf eoDtsissd 
IB ibis kttsr. 


let. A eeotui of tbe Jhire)s, Ictwt. s&d Soonia popolttioat 
of tbs Province of Rsttywsr for tbe yesr of report. 

2Dd. A conperttirs IWs of ditto for tbe veart 1641-42, 
1842-43, SDd 1843-44. 

&d. Ti^esofthe propor ti ons of the Miletotbeycmsk sac, 
fron tsB yttn of ^ to one jeer tad under, uBo&git Uis Jbt- 
rQt» Jetwe, sad Soooua pop^tkwi of tbk Prorjoce. 

4tb. TMt9 •bowing ue different «ge« of tbe JbtKjt, Jetwa, 
and Soomrt populitions. 

6Ui. StatemsBt of tbe reenpte tad dicbunsneati of the 
Isfsaticide Fund duiiag tbs year 1644. 




3. The Itt ftfkl '2Qd kobmitted joq show tbe Mk>mmg 

' iWalti 



S. Heoce it ^ppem t&at in each inttance the increase in the number of 
females^ espedaily among the Jharejas> has^ during the years 1642,1643, and 
1644, been in a greater proportion than the maJea. This result is very satis^ 
ftctory, more particularly aince, from the 2ik1 pai^reph of your letter, it 
appears that every one of the females entered in the cenaua paaaea under the 
peraonal obaervation of the censors. 

4. In statement No. 3, the proportion of males to females from ten years 
of age to one year and under, amongst the Jbareja, Jetwa, and Soomra popu- 
lationa in Kattywar is shown to be as follows i— 
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to (be e&troerdiotfy d ii p nyirtiott betwwi tbo mtie tad ftmle JbtMjt Ur^ 
dttiiag (be Iw teo yetn, whiA jour ceneoe for (be yw 1844 exUb^ wbeo 
compoied with the three eentoeee of your predececeori, for the yean 1834^ 
1837, and 1841. 

*7« The readt of your ceoeoi leada to (he rery improbable mfereacei if the 
numben of malei and fomdee ahown under each age be correct, that the 
number of male and female birtha amongst the Jharejaa in Vattywar have, for 
the last ten yean, been annually deereaaing from natural cauaee in the ratio of 
from ten to tweuQr per cent For instance, according to your census, the 
numbers of inales of ten years of age in 1644 was 1711, while those of one year 
and under were only 274, being in the ratio of 646 b 1 in fovour of the former, 
and this, too, notwitbstandiog the generally admitted fact, that, of all children 
bom alive, at least one-third die before attaining the tenth year. 

8 . The disproportion between the number of females of the ages of one 
and ten years is nearly similar to that ezistii^ amongst the males of the same 
ages, namely, 1,207 of ten years, and 232. of one year and under, being in the 
ratio of about 5} to 1. 

9. You are requested moet carefully to inquire into this point, and submit 
any explanation you may be able, in regard to this great and eztraoniinary 
disproportion, which the Oovemor in Council can at present only account for 
by the supposition that the above results have been obtained from incon^ct 
data. 

10. From statement No. 4, accompanying your report, it appears that the 
greatest age amongst male Jbarejas is 86, and of female 63 years ; nget 
the male Jetwa it is 79 and of female 35 years ; and amongst the Soomra 
males it is 72, and of females 37 years. 

11. From statement No. 6 the total disbursements paid fr&m die Infan¬ 
ticide Fund during the year 1844, including maniage donations and the 
maintenance of the Infrnticide Establishment, amounted to Company’s 
Rs. 2,047-12-4, or Rs. 1,609-4-11 less than the expenditure of the preceding 
year ; the balance in favour of the Fund on the 31st December 1844 amounts 
to Company’s Rs. 806-13-3, or Rs. 796-3-4 more than on tire Slst 
December 1643. 

• « • e e • • 

13. *Tbe Governor in Council waa prepared, by your previous reports, for 

the announcement* contained in the last paragraph^f yaur letter. He requests, 
however, that you will not relax in your efforts to induce tbe princip^ Chiefs to 
contribute towards tbe diffusion of education in Kaitywar, for, unless they pan 
be persuaded to do this under the conditio^ prescribed by the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, Government will be unable to aid in tbe accomplishment of 
this very desirable object * 

14. The Governor in Cooncil considers it very creditable to the Jharejas, 

* Thm is BO psoftws towirds educstioa oa the pwlof tbe Cbsfr, and I do sotstpresmt 
■ee tnj probahthtf of it 
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tb«t 00 ^plic4tioQ btf been tntde by them daring Ibe year 1844 for aid 
from the InCftotieide^FuAd; aIthoagh» however, applications for aasistance 
ought not td be encouraged, reasonable support should be extended in eases of 
destitution and distreu. 

I bare the honour to be, kc» 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Chief Secretary to Ooremment. 

Bombay CoMtU^ 19ti Janitary 1846. 


From the Political IhdBNT iif Kattywak, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Chief Secy, to Goremment, Bombay. 

Dated Rykot, 26M January 1646. 

StB,^I bare the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 19 th instant. 

2. With reference to paragraphs 6 to 9,1 hare to express my regret that an 
incorrect statemeot accompanied my letter No. 130, August lOth. I uow 
traoimit a corrected one, which I beg may be sabstituted for that formerly 
sent. 

3. I also enclose an additional statemeDt, from which it will be perceived 
that there have been errors In some of the tables; for I hare placed the num¬ 
bers in each year above the corresponding year they should frU in the line 
below. Thus, in the report of 1634 for 1633, the children that are 7 years 
old become 10 years of age; in the report of 1837 for 1636, those that are 
3 years old in the first become the 6 years old children of the second, and the 
10 years old ^ildren of the report of 1641 for 1$40. 

4. The two first periods of 1633 and 1836 are nearly reconcileable, as there 
is a diminution in most of the corresponding ages; but they are not recon- 
cikable with thb corresponding period of 1840, in which the numbers in the 
corresponding years are for greater Uian in the former statements. 

6 « The second and third periods are irreconcileable throughout; the third 
and fourth very nearly answer throughout, and gr»t care will be taken In future 
that the children are r^^arly placed under the proper ages, which their first 
year must show, so that 1 hope there will not henceforward be any irregu¬ 
larity arising from this source. 

6 . Yoa will perceive thbt the cause of the mistake in the statement alluded 
to in paragraph 2 originated from taking the whole of the children under the age 
itibotioned, so that the children for 10 years contained all the children of a 
. lesser age, but other errors had erept in which ritiatad even that calculation. 

I hare the honour to be, Ac. 

• 

(Signed) A. Malft, 

* Political Agent 

Kaitymar Pddtical A^eaey, Rajkotf 28lA Jammy 1846. 
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Political SsFAMiuifT. 

To A. MalvTi Esq.| Political Agent in Kat^wer* 

I6tk Rbrwy 1646. 

Sii^I am directed by the Hononble the Goremor in Council to tcknow« 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 26th ultimo, Hp. 34, and to inform 
» you that the eiplanation therein eufamitted ia latiafiiictory, aa ahowing that the 
errors pointed out by GoTemment in the census submitted with your letter 
dated the 10th August last, No. 130, are for the most part not attributable to 
the censors, but were made in your office. 

%. It is clear, howerer, that the amended returns now submitted by you 
ue sbll defectire, from the improbable fluctuatioD therein shown in the num¬ 
bers of the male and female children at different ages. For instance, it is 
made to appear that in the Nowanuggur and Moorree Talookas there are more 
male and female Jhareja children between the ages of seven and eight than 
between sit and seven years, and in the former TalooLa more male children 
between five and six than between four and five years, and nearly double the 
number between the ages of two and three than between one and two years 
of age; while experience proves that (he opposite would be the more proba¬ 
ble and correct result 

3. 1 am at the same time desired to request that you will be please! to 
adopt every means in your power to obtain, for the future, correct retur/iS of 
tlie Jhareja population of Kattywarf 

1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. P. WiiLOtro^rnr, 

Bombay CoitU, 16<A Febnutry 1846. Chief Secretary*to Government 


From Lieutenant Colonel W. Lakq, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 
To A. Malbs^ Eeq*» Officiating Chief Secretary to Govemmei^t, Bombay. 

Bated Rajkot, 25tk Avyiat 1846. 

5ib,~I have the honour to forward the usual annual returns of the Jhareja, 
Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for 1846, together with a state¬ 
ment* of the receipts and disbursements of the fnfauticide Fund for the same 
year. The increase in the number of the female children in all these tribes, 
which has been going on since the introduction of the present system for the 
suppression of Infanticide in 1836, continues to be sltown in the returns now 
submitted. In the case of the Jetwa and Soomra popu^tion the increase is 
equal in both sexes, but the Jhareja census is not so favourable, as it shows 
an addidon of only 166 female children to 202 males. I fear, however, that 

* Oaitted from this B ek ct ioa, ths sshslmui bemg ghsa m pang^sph 2 of ths r eport. 
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then «K still • grett mtoy inaccnrtciet in these retoms. The proportion of 
births of both sexes to 4he nnmber of msnied Jhtreju appears, generally, to 
be exceedingly small, and in Veerpoor Khnreree, and sereral of the 
Talookas, thm is not a single birth of either a male or female child dnring the 
yearnoder review. Thennmberof grown'op Jharqae in Veerpoor Khureree,^ 
will be observed, is sixty-five, and I have ascertained from theoensor that for^- 
foor of these are mafri^. It is exceedingly improbable, therefore, that a year 
should have passed without a sii^Ie child having been bom to any of these; and 
inthis Taloo^ I find that last year’s return was equally blank, which makes it 
amount almost to a certainty that there must be some concealment of the births 
that actually take place. I have, therefore, sent for the Chiefs of all the Tal^ 
kas in which no births of either sex are registered during last year, and siSl 
endeavour to ascertoin the true state of the case. I have also directed the 
Native Agent to ascertain, as some guide to the censor for the future, the pro¬ 
portion of births to married men amongst one or two other castes where he 
has the means of doing so, and have instructed the censorto be very particular 
for the future in noticing all these points when making his tour of the different 
Talookas, and, when his snspicioas are excited by any disproportions either in 
this respect or with regard to the numbers of children of different sexes and 
ages, never to rest content till be has made the fullest inquiries on the spot, 
and adopted every other meens in bis power to satisfy himself that there ie 
nothing wrong. 

2. No accuiation of Infanticide has been preferred during the year under 
review, and the censor informs me that throughout the whole of his tour he 
heard no mention made of any one having been suspected of the crime. 
It will be seen from the account of the Infanticide Fund, that only three 
Jbarqas have required assistance for the marriage of their daughters during 
the past year, which was sanctioned to etch of them in 1843, and that the 
balance in hand hv increased from Rs. 1,21,809-13-3 to Ra. 1,25,713-3-10; 
the expenditure, including the pey of the Infanticide esteblishment, and the 
revrard of Re. 600 paid for an essay against Female Infenticide, having 
amounted to only Rs. 2,206-9-0. This prixe, I obsWvej was awarded to 
Bhow Dajee, and, from Mr. Chief Secretary Willoughby’s letter of the 20th 
November 1844 to the Committee appointed to examine the foor prize essays 
presented on the subject, it appears to, have been intended to publish a revised 
and condensed copy of the successful one for circulation in Kattywar. I trust 
this has not been lost sight of, as there can be no doubt that Ouzeratbee trea¬ 
tises of this description would he read with interest by the Jharejae and other 
Rajpoots in the province, and they would, I think, be likely to do much good. 
The education, however, even of those who can read, is generally so superficial 
that these essays, to fie appreciated, would require to be written in the plainest 
language and simplett style, and, should there ttill be a doubt of the expe- 
dieimyofpuUishiag that ofBbow Dajee for this or other reasons, I beg to 
snggest that two pttses should again be oftredfiw general oompetitwm through- 
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ooft die Presdencjr, for the twobert eMeji egtiott Female Tatotidia, to be 
compoeed Id die Oozmthee iingutge, end m a etjrle fuffideotly eimjde to be 
inteUigible to the Rajpoots themselTes. These prisea ihovld a lso be eondiraed' 
from tine to timej as treatises on this sabjecti besides being drculatod to the 
S^poots and others who could read tbronghoat the promee» would be ^Sy 
isefttl as school Aooks, where there is such a great want of works of every 
kind in the vernacular language. 

3. It has not yet been found possible to induce the Rijpoots of other trtbee^ 
in giving their daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, to insist beforehsnd oi^ a 
stipulation being made for the pr ese rvation of the fomsie oflspriDg, the diffi* 
cnlty, doubtleu, being to prevail upon all the Chiefe with whom the Jhareju 
BHermany, to combine in the introduction of a measure of the kind, or to 
persuade one or two of the most influential of them to originate it, which can 
scarcely, of coarse, be expected, unless they can get all the others to jmn in the 
agreement I shall not, however, lose sight of the wishes of Oovemment on 
this point In the returns now forward^, even if they could be implicitly 
relied on, there does not appear anything in the proportion of females to males, 
in aoy particular Talookas, to call for rewards of any kind to the Chiefs; but 
I think it is very desirable that presents should sgain be conferred by Go 
veromeDt on the Jharejas who have, to all appearance, if we may judge from 
the number of female children they have preserved, renounced the practice of 
Infonticide entirely. Mr. Willoughby, in his letter of the 24th September 
1834, included in bis recommendation for rewards all the Jharejas who hud at 
that time two daughters Uvii^. There were then only two Jharejas with four 
female children, thirteen with three, and eighty with two each. I And, how¬ 
ever, tkat there are now two Jb^Jaa with five daughters each (there were 
three, but one of them lately lost a married daughter), ninetedb with four, and 
one hundred and five with three.* I would, therefore, propose that the 
rewards on the present occasion should be confined to* those with four 
daughters and upwards, and that they should amount to Rs. 300 to each, the 
rate recommend^ by Mr. Willoughby. This would cause an expenditure 
of upwards of Rl. 8^000, but the Infanticide Fund can well admit of it, 
and I humbly conceive that the amount would be most usefully expended, 
as showmg, that while Government wub not slow to punish those who violated 
thmr Infonticide engagements, it is equally desirous to mark with its approba¬ 
tion those who appear to have distm^lshed themselves by a strict adherence 
to them. Should it be considered proper to confer some slight mark of 
distiociloa on the Jbirejas who have three daughters altve^ a present of clothes 
for themselves or for th^ daughters wouU perhaps be the most appropriate 
node of doing so, at a moder^ expense; but u the least som that would 
be required for each would be Re. Sb, and this would scarcely suffice were 
clothes to be purchased and presented to the fotbera for ea^ of their daogbtoti, 


* Ibcnme eev387 Aenw* toe dso^twi seek. 
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it «ou]d cause an additional expenditure of beiweai Re. 6,000 and Rs. 6,000. 
The state of the Infaatidde Fond, howerer, is eo donrishing, that Oorenunent 
may perhaps be pleased to sanction this likewise. 

4. lam happy to be able on this occasion to report, that the continued 
endeavours of my predecessor, to enlist the Chieb of the province in the caifte 
of education, were mwned, before his departure, with as eitnplete success at 
could well be desir^, in as &r at least as relates to their subscribing for the 
establishment of a superior school at Rajkot, with the view of introducing 
a better system of education throughout the province generally. As is known 
to Government, many letters had been written to the different Chiefs both by 
Mr. Malet and bis predecessors, but with little, if soy, effect. On visiting 
Nowanaggur, however, in November last, Mr. Malet spoke to bis Higha^Ss 
the Jam on the subject, and persuaded him to consent to an annual subscrip¬ 
tion, at the rate of one per cent, on his tribute. He then addressed letters to 
the other principal Chiefs, InformiDg them of the good example which had 
been set by the Jam, and calling upon them to follow it. This was imme* 
diately done by His Highneu the Nnwab of Joonsgur, who, in conrideration 
of hts rank and the smaller amount of tribute paid by him, agreed to subscribe 
at the rate of two per cent The Raja of Drangdra likewise speedily responded 
to the call, and circulars were afterwards written by Mr. Malet to all the 
remaining Chiefs and Talookdars in the province. The whole of those who 
have yet sent replies have agreed to the plan of giving one per cent, on their 
tribute, except the Tbakoor of Bbownuggur, who wrote iu reply that he 
had formerly proposed to give one rupee for each day of the year, but 
his Karbaree had not forwarded his letter, and that he would now reserve 
the point for discussion with Mr. Malet, when he met him, as he had a number 
of grievances cdnnected with the introduction of certain new relations into 
his capital to complain of. I received this letter shortly after Mr. Malet’s 
departure, and wrote, in reply, urging him to follow the example which bad been 
set by so many of the other Chieft, and I had hoped, ere this, to have received 
the Thtkoor's reply agreeing to do so, which I have no doubt will eventually 
be sent In the mean time, however, I beg to submft a Mtement* showing 
the names of the several Chieb and Talookdan from whom replies have 
been received up to the present time, and specifying the amount of tribute paid 
by each, and their respective subscriptions for the general improvement of 
education in Kattywar, calculated upon it 

6. It will be observed from this statement, that the sum already subscrib¬ 
ed is Rs. 4,398-13-1 per annum; and, if all the other Chiefs and Talookdan 
agree to the same arrangement, which there is every prospect of their doing, 
the amount realised during the year from this source will Im between nine and 
ten thousand Company’s rupees. Mr. Mslet did not address the Amrdee and 
Okbmundul Komavisdars, considering that Government would doubtless pre- 


ftem tbk Msetioa. 
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fcr appljiDg to His Highness the Oaekwar throng the Resident st Bsroda. 
It is not» I hope» too much to expect tbst His Highness^ill readily follow the 
example of His Highness the Nuwmb of Joenagn^ in the higher rate than 
the other tributaries which he has agreed to pay on his tribatOi and grant two 
par cent from the whole of bis receipts from Katty war for the improrement 
of the system of education throughout the province, in which case, if our 
Oovemment would be graciously pleased to do the same (koi it is surely not 
too much to ask for such a grand object), it would at once swell the funds 
available for this purpose to upwards of Rs. 30,000 a year. • 

0. With so gratifying a prospect before us, as ftr as the funds required sre 
concerned, it is desirable that no time should be lost in commencing the 
ea^tion of a capacious and handsome schoohhouse at Uajkot; and on this 
])oint, therefore, 1 shall feel obliged by your obtaining for me the instructions 
of the Honorable Board os to the amount which it is considered proper to 
expend u|>on the building, and the plan of the college or school in Bombay, 
or elsewhere, best adapted to the purpose, on which it would be advisable to 
erect it I hope, likewise, that early instructions will be issued to the proper 
authorities at the Presidency for the selection of the dttest man that cart bo 
found for the situation of head Guzerathee master, and of fully qualified men 
for thofie of Guzerathee teochera in different departments. With such ample 
funds, the establishment of a good English school, under a thoroughly 
qualified European master, may probably be eventually contemplated by 
Government; but I am myself humbly of opinion that our first effurto siviuld 
be conBned to tlio introduction of the best possible system of vcrnai^ular 
education throughout the province; and with this object, aldiougli t ivould, 
of course, have the head school at lUlkot, I humbly conceive it would be 
necessary to establish branch schools, all of them under teachars educated in 
Bombay, at the most central places in different parts of the province; to 
afford to all desirous of securing for tbeir children a thoroughly good verna¬ 
cular education the opportunity of sending them to one of Aese schools, from 
which they could afterwards be spot to the head school at Rajkot, if desirous 
of prosecuting theg studies in the higher and more difficult branches, instruc¬ 
tion in which would necessarily be confined in a great measure to the Rajkot 
school. All these branch schools would, of course, be under the entire control 
of the head master at Rajkot, and it would form an important part of his duty 
to visit them as frequently as possible, and to sel|ct from each the most able 
youths for further instruction at Rajkot, provided their parents were willing to 
send them there, for the greater encouragement to which it may hereafter be 
advisable to allot a limited number of scholarships to the Rajkot school. As 
regards an English school, in the present low state of education in Katty war, 
I doubt not, many might be induced to attend it for a tiine,bat few, I fear, would 
be likely to remain long enough to obtain more than a smattering of English; 
whereas the same period spent in attendance at a thoroughly efficient vernacular 
school would suffice for attainment of a tolerable education in tbeir own 
B4 G 
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language, and impart to those who had the time and inclination to prosecute 
their studies further ^ taste for cultivating the higher branches of knowledge, 
so far as thejr could be taught from Ouzerathee works. I am aware that the 
great want of these forms at present a serious objection to confining our efforts 
to vernacular education alone, but this seems only to make it the mqre 
incumbent upon us to adopt some more efficacious measures to obtain a supply 
of the necessary works on different subjects in the vernacular language of the 
country, since the education of the great mass of the people, in any language 
butitheir own, seems, to my bumble judgment, altogether impossible. 

7. I offer these observations, howeyer, with much diffidence, as it seemed 
necessary, without delay, to allude to the sever^ points connected with the 
introduction of a new system of education into Kattywar, which are deser^g 
of the maturest consideration of Government The two schoolmasters who 
have now been at Rajkot for so many years, although educated in Bombay, 
appear scarcely to have produced the slightest impression, so that, if the ver¬ 
nacular system is to be adopted, for the present at least it must be evident 
that everything will depend on the head schoolmaster who may be selected 
being a very superior man in every respect; and no expense, therefore, should 
be spared in securing the services of the best man available for the duty iu 
Bombay, as well as those of the best qualified subordinate teacliers iu the 
different branches of education. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kathfwar Political Agency, Rnjhot, 26tA Auyutt 1846. 


P.S.—I find that among the Jetwos there are four with three female children 
each, and thirteen with two, and among the Soomras one with five daughters, 
two with four, tlfitteen with three, and thirty with two each; and shall feel 
obliged by your obtaining the instructions of Government for me, whether 
any rewards, sanctioned for the Jharejas, should not be extended to the Jetwas 
and Soomras who hare preserved the same number ofTemale children. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

Acting Political A^t 



Cmm of the JtUca Population in Kaitj^wart for the Year 1845. 
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Census of the Jharga Papulation in 
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£a(tytearffar (h« Year 1846. 





















































M 

1 ^HffbiT. 

s s ? 

1 1 I 

00 ^ c£ 

o S 

H 1 j ' 

1 Mi 

4 * • 

e 

s 

H 

h 

C» 

10 4. 8 
— v» ^ 

1 1 

TotU tir Um Ymt «dl^ 1944. 

1 

K 


CA • .SI 

Bon. 

1 

1 

r 

? 

1 

1 

c« 

^ <S 

Kowlv raMiBf la Om To- 
teoka d«hs9 )946. 

w* 

10 U. S 

64 Cj V* 

Todl 


t4 64 

DM. 

I 

s 


Lflfttbo Coofttrj. 


64 » 64 

ToUL 

»0 

s s i 

AbOT« 19 YoiiiCif Afo. 

» 

c> 

_•*<_ 

' g s s 

0fid«r ditto. 

378 

1 

1 

10 ^ ^ 

! to M 

ToM. 

10 

« 

«« QD 

Ino-... 

<4 

• 64 • 

DocrooM. 

ei 

^ ^ o 

64 64 

Total tar Ibo 7«v a^la^ 1644. 

•b 

s 

1 

M 

• 

N to 4» 

Don. j 

b 

1 

4 


• 

' to 64 

Novlj roMM In QioTaiooka 
darlagl64&. 



TotaL 



Bon and DM. 

1 

4 


6M to 

DM. 

\mm 

^_« • 

1 l4#t lAo Conatry. 

\^m 


1 Total. 


ft s s 


S 

t * to C 0 

1 

1 64 1 «« * * 1 T>eamm* 1 




HI noJMLHWdMl 40 Hd■nilit 109 


Cernut ofthi Soomra Pojmlatipn m Kattywv, for tie Year 1845. 















































7m raOTIKCB OF OUfiUU*. 


669 


Political Dsfastitbmt.. 

From A. MALVf» Esq.^ SecreUr]^ to OoTenmoat^Bombtyi 
To Captain W« LamOj Political Agent in Kattywar. 

J)eUtd ^tk PAntary 1847# 

•gilt,—I am directed by the'Ilooorable the Ooremer in Council to ackoow^ 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 25th August last, ffo. Id3, submitting 
a reporti for the year 1845^ on Female In&nticide in the province of Kattywar, 
and forwarding the following five returns:^ 

1. A census of the Jharqja population of the province of Kattywar 

for the year 1846. 

2. A census of the Jetwa population of Kattywar for 1845. 

^ A census of the Soomra population of Kattywar for 1845. 

4. * A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 

Fund during the year 1845. 

5. * A statement of the subscriptions agreed to by the Chiefs in Kattywar 

for tlie 8up|K)rt of an educational institution in that province* 

2. Tlie three first statements sliow tlie following results, on comparison 
with similar returns for former years 


Cmtc. 

No. of Usl« ^poUUoo. |n 9. of PoQolo POfHjIatlOQ. 

IS4i; 

IS43. 

\U4.^ 

IS4S.pS4a.' 

IStn.: 

IH 44 J 

1S4fs 

Jhsrcja.... 

G129 

6176 

G4do' 

661 ni 841 

1959 

2175 

2334 

Jetwa .... 

153 

1 

153 

154 

ISTI 52 

53 

57 

60 

Soomra.... 

351 

364 

372 

378) 141 

157 

164 

lA 


2. The froveiiiar in Council considers this comparison^ be very satis* 
factory, showing, as it does, an increase in the number of females in tlie three 
tribes, and it is presumed tliat you must have been led by misconception to the 
conclusion, expressed io^our 1st paragraph, that ** the Jhareja census is not 
BO favourable,*’ since, although the increase of female children (159, not 165 as 
stated by you) is less than the male, still the proportion is in advance of the 
three preceding years, as shown below* 

The proportion of mala to female children was * 

In 1842, as 3| to 1 In 1844, as 2t}to l,and 

In 1843, as to 1 In 1845, as 2i to 1 

A result which must be considered as most satisfactory. 

4. It however appean probable, from the eircumitances reported in your 
1st paragraph, that concealment of the birth of children still continues to be 
practised in some of the Talookas ; but it is to be hoped that the judicious 

* Omitted from Uut Sele ctioa s vide noUs at psges 649 and 659. 
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meaFiirefl you have adopted to aacertaia whetiiar such b the &ct will mult in 
the ascertainment of the real state of the case. 

.5. The infonnatioD communicated in the first part of your 2Qd paragraph 
would be highly satisfactoryi were it certain that the censor bad exerted him¬ 
self in a manner calculated to be Buccessful in eliciting information on the 
subject of Infanticide, since the period cannot yet have arrired for the crime 
to he held in such abhorrence that those persons who alone from position and 
connexion would be cognisant of it would willingly denounce it 

6. With reference to the latter part of your 2od paragraph, I am directed 
to inform you that the essay on Infanticide by Bhow Dejee is now in a 
condensed form being printed for circulation in Kattywar. The Ooremor in 
Council is therefore, disposed at present to do more, but the subject wip bo 
conudered at a future period. 

7. It is gratifying to Goremment to find that there are now so many more 
female children in the families of the Jharejas than there were in 1834. 

8« As the Inbnticide Fund can well bear the expense, the Honorable the 
Governor to Council is pleased to sanction the rewards suggested in the latter 
part of your 3rd paragraph and in the postscript of your letter, namely 
Rs. 300 to each family with four daughters and upwards, and Rs. 50 to each 
family in which there may be three daughters, the parents having the option 
of receiving the amount either in clothes or money. 

9. It is very satisfactory to Government to find that the subscription of the 
Chiefs in Kattywar towards the establishment of an educational institution in 
that province bad increased to Rs. 4,398-13-1 per annum. The Governor in 
Council requests that you will continue to uso your utmost endeavours to 
induce all the Chiefs in the province to contribute towards this desirable 
object, in which case a yearly revenue of above lU. 9,000 may be anticipated 
from this source alone; and as it is probable that other wcaltliy Natives will 
contribute, it is tq be hoped that ere long between teu and eleven thousand 
rupees per annum will be available for educational purposes. 

10. I am directed to transmit for your information a copy of my letter of 
this daie to the Officiating Resident at Baroda, froukwhich you will perceive 
that Mr. Andrews has been instructed to communicate with His Highness the 
Gaehwar on this subject, with the viev^of inducing His Highness to contri¬ 
bute one per cent, on all bis receipts from Kattywar towards the support of 
the proposed institution. I^^ the mean time a reference has been made to the 
Boa^ of Education, to ascertain what assistance it will be able to furnish in 
the way of books and of qualidad teachers for a vernacular school. ^ 

11. As it is desirable that distinct subjects should be brought before 
Government in separate letters, I am instructed to request that, in your future 
correspondence, yoa will keep that of education distinct from Infanticide, 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) A. Malbt, 
Secretary to Government. 


Bcmbaif Coitli, 26ti FAnutry 1847. 
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iitMUe by tie HonoroUe Mr, WiuiOvohby, Mtmber of 

eoncarred in by ibt Board, daOd the 24M Mardt 1846, rtoiewing tkt 
KaUywr Infaatiddt Report for the Year 1846. 

With the eccompenyrng Infkuticide Report* for Kettywer, for the year 
1846, Major Lang, the Political Agent in that province, has forwarded the 
following returns connected with this subject i— • 

1 ^^ -^Tables showing the ceoius of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra popu* 
lation in Kattywar, at the close of the year 1846. 

2Mf.—Abstract tables of « ditto ditto ditto. 

3rd.—^onpaiaUve tables of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population in 
Kattywar, during the years 1844-46, 1846-46, and 1840-47. , 

4hl.—Tables showing the different ages of tl)e Jhaieja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
popolation at the close of the year 1846. 

Returns showing the number of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
population in Kattywar, of each sex, from 10 years to I year old, as the 
same stood on the 31st December 1846. 

Statement of the receipts and disbursementJi of the Infanticide Fund, 
from tlie 1st January to the 31st December 184G. 

A statement showing that between the 29th July and Uie 28th 
December 1847, rewards, amounting iu tlie aggregate to the sum of 
Its. 16,450, were granted by Government amongst 120 Jhareju3,1 Jetwa, 
and 18 Sooinras, for preserving their daughters. 

2. The first of the above returns, aa compared widi former staten enta, 
exhibits the following result:— 
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3, The above table gives the proportionate per-centage noted in the margin 

of femaks to males during the five 
years tlierein specified. These results 
exhibit during each year a steady 
ami satisfactory increase in tlic 
female portion of these tiibes, and 
afford cause fo^ cougraUilstion at 
the very beneficial results which 



* Dsted the 30th Deceabet 1847. This rf|nrt sod its seeompasjuig ptstenroU are 
onhtfd, the Mbaunee beiof eootaioed is the shove Misate. 

86 O 


s 











tnt SUPPREMIOH OP IWFAimCtDS TK 

have attended the measurea ad<^ted hy OorerDinrat for the wapfteMon of 
Female Inianticide ia Kattywar. 

4. The return marked B shows the namber of female children in each of 
the Jbareja, Jetwm, aod Soomra famiJies, to have been as follows at the dose of 
the year 1846 • 
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6. From Statement C it appears that the proportion of unmarried and 
unbetrothed to married females, of these tribes, was as follows at the close of 
tlie year 1846 
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18 

41 
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1 

58 
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1 
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6. Tlie great proportional increase in the number of female Jhareja children 
from 10 years old and under, alive at the close of the year 1646 (vide Table 
E), as compared with the numbers of the same age ascertained to be alive in 
the year 1834, is in the highest degree satisfactory: Major Lang, however, 
expresses a doebt whether the census for the year 1846 can be relied on with 
sufficient confidence to admit of a comparison being drawn for former years. 
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7, As compared with the retams for former years, the errors in tlie census 
for the year 1846, if any, are, I am inclined to believe, but trifling: as far, there¬ 
fore, as the results^above shown can be relied on, the number of male children 
from 10 years of age and under amounted in 1884 to 979, and the female to 
394. At the dose of the year 1846, being an interral of twelve yean, the male 
children between the same ages had increased from 979 to 1,764, and the 
female from 394 to 1,603. The fentale children from the age often downwards 
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bort in }834 tbe proportiou of tboot 40 per cent to the male^ while m 1849 
this per-centagi! had tBcreiMd to 86. * 

8. The enclosure narked O b a list of persons to whom rewards have been 
granted by Ooveremeat for having preserved their daughters. These rewards 
were ordered to be bestowed in the Government letter of the 26di February 
1847, at the rate of Rs. 300 to each Jbareja, Jetwa, or Spomra family with 
four daughters and upwards, ax»d Be. 50 to each &sily with three daughtere. 
The sum already expended on tbb account has amounted to Rs. 15,450, and 
Major Lang states that Its. 2,150 moft will still be required, if all the heads of 
the bmilies entitled to receive the rewards accept of them. The amount already 
expended on this accoont, and the further sum required, should be sanctioned, 
end Major Lang should be informed that the course he adopted while dutri* 
butiog these presets, as reported in hb 3rd paragraph,*was judicious, and is 
approved by Goverament. 

9. The balance in favour of the Infanticide Fond at the close of 1845 
amounted to the sum of Rs. 1,25,713^10, and the receipts during the year 
1846 amounted to Rs. 8,899-1*3, making the total balance at the close of 1846 
Rs. 1,34,612*5*1; deducting from tbb amount the cost of the Infanticide 
establishment (Rs. 833*14*5), the assistance afforded to Jharejas to meet the 
marriage expenses of their daughters (Rs. 1,186*5*6), and the presents alluded 
to in the preceding paragraph (Rs. 15,460), the sum of Rs. 1,17,142*1*2 re¬ 
mained to the credit of the Fund at the close of the year 1847. One Isk'iof 
this amount has, under instructions issued by Government in April 1647, r>eea 
vested in the 6ve per cent loan, the interest being applied for educational pur¬ 
poses in Kattywar. 

10. With reference to the disproportion pointed out (paragraph 7) in the 

number of births among the Jbareja and Soomra popubtion as compared with 
the Jetwa, Major Lang should caution the censors to be most careful in tlieir 
method of obtaining information, or inaccuracies will inevitably creep into the 
returns, which will greatly detract from their value. * 

H. In the lOtii paragraph Major Lang states:— ** There has been no accu¬ 
sation of InfanticidS made against any of these tribes during the year under 
revbw, nor has the censor, in the course of bb mx months' tour through the 
whole of the Jbareja, Jetwa, and Soomra Talookas, heard of any person having 
been suspected of the crime.** This information b very satisfactory. 

12. With reference to paragraph II, Major Ling may be referred to the 
Government letter to bbsddrese of the 20th January bst, forwarding to him, 
for dbtribution in Kattywar, a large nnraber of copbs of the essay on Infantl- 
dde lately publbbed. Major Lang may be informed, thfi* we are about to 
issue a notification inviting the production of further essays on this subject. 

13. The Infenticide establishment may, as recoznmended in paragraph 12, 

be paid from the 1st January 1848, in the Company’s rupee, without any deduc¬ 
tion on account of exchange. (Signed) J. P. WtixovoBBt, 

G. CLiaa. 

L. R. Earn. 


24a Marck 1848. 
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POLtnCAt Dbpa&tmskt. 

From Captain Wt Lang, Political Agent in Kattywtr» 

To A. Malmt, Eiq.| Chief Secretary to GoTemment^ Bombay. 

Dated 30zA December 1848. 

* SiB»~l hare the honour herewith to forward the uenal cenaue retams* of the 
Jhareja^ Jetwa, aodSoomra population of Kattywar for the year 1647» together 
with the account current^ reqnired to accompany it^ of the receipts and dis¬ 
bursements of the Infanticide Fund during the same period. 

2. The Jhareja returns show an increase of the male population of 259, 
with a decrease of 16, the former beic^ in seventeen Talookas, and the 
latter in five^ The increase of females is 352 in twen^*three Talookas, and 
the decrease 2 in two. The number of roalee bora is 217, and of females 
192. The remainder of the increase shown in these return^ consists of the 
males and females who art stated to be ^ newly residing in the several Taloo¬ 
kas,^ and who amount to the large number ot S63 males, and 245 females. 
Births, either of male or temale children, however, are shown in every one of 
the thirty Talookas comprised in these returns, and in most of them of both, 
twenty of them showing sons born, and twenty-six out of the thirty daughters. 

3. The number of new residents shown in these returns is so great when 
compared with those for former years as to excite some doubt whetlier mis¬ 
takes may not have been committed in tbe registry; and tlm number of females 
amounting so nearly to that of males, there bring only a difference of eighteen, 
affords sUH stronger ground Ibr suspicion, inasmuch as the wivee and mothers 
of the new residents ought not of course to be counted, and, if we make due 
allowance for these, the preponderance of daughters over sons amongst them 
must be greater than is almost possible. The second censor was employed 
from the b^nuiog of the present year, and a number of families have been 
discovered in most of the Talookas who were not included in former returns. 
IVfany of these hUv.i been included in the census now submitted, and this satis- 
fac*iorily accounts for some increase; but I have impressed on both the censors 
tbe necessity of more particular inquiry during their next tour. 

4. The Jetwa census shows 10 males bora and 8Vemalas, daring the year 
under review. The increase from newly discovered or newly arrived families 
of this tribe is likewise very great, adding to the return 75 males and 38 
females; but the comparative numbm of tbe two sexes are mote in proportion 
to what we might expect ^The net increase of this portion of the Rajpoot 
population of tbe province is 66 males and 41 felliales, without any decrease in 
any of tbe Talookas in which they reside. 

5. The returns of tbe Soomia tribe show 14 sons and 10 daughters 
bora, and also a lam increase of new residents, amounting to 44 males 
and 45 females, and give a net increase of 37 males in tbe Tfowmnuggur 
and Dberol Talookas, and a decrease of 8 in that of Moorvee, with an 
increase of 59 femalet in all the three Talookas* Tbe equality of the 

* These fetume ere osaittsd, their eehetsace bring esbodicil is Uus report, sad ia the 

vsnmcat reply dated the 2nd Mveb 1549. « 
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numbers of both sexes newly entered in the census of this tribe is not so much 
to be wonden^d at» as the Immilies mtercnarry, and all the females ipigbt there- 
fore properly be included. The whole of this increase« howerer» both in the 
Jetwa and Soomra tribes^ as well as in the Jhareja» will be further tested when' 
the censors proceed on their tonrs during the ensuing year» which I made 
them perform this year quite separately, and aball condnue to do. 

6. The account current of the Inlanticide Fund shows a total amount of 

receipts of Rs. 2|369«6-2, bot this includes Rs. 347-3-6 on account of antici¬ 
pated interest on tlie lakh of rupees invested in the five per cent loaDi which 
ought not to have appeared in this account, and has since been transferred 
to the Education Fond. The disbursements are Rs. 15,450 on account of 
presents to those having three daughters and upwards, as Msctioned by 
Government: 5,062-6-0 for assistance to fourteen Jharejas to defray the 

expenses of marrying their daughters (Rs. 1,000 of which, having only been 
given on loan, will be refunded as sgreed upon), and Rs. 876-8*6 on account of 
establishment, making a total of Rs. 21,38^13-6; and the balance led in favour 
of the Fund is Rs. 13,672-9-11, alter deducting the amount of the abovemen- 
tioned investment on account of education. 

7. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year under 

review, nor has either of the censors during bis tour heard of any cases 
being sus|>ected. I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Sign^) W. Lano, Political Agf'nt 

Katt^xpar Poliiienl Agency, Citmp WcsattVf 30tA 2)ee. 1848. 

PoUTSCAL DsFAHTMBNT. 

From A. Malxt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major W. Laxg, Political Agent in Kaitywar. ^ 

J)aUd 2nd .Vareh 1849. 

am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Coancil to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 181, dated the SOtli December last, 
submitting a report on Infanticide in Kattywar during the year 1847, accom¬ 
panied by a censiy of tbp Jhareja, J etwe,and Soomra population of that province, 
and a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund. 

2. In reply, 1 am desired to observe, that the table entered below exhibits 
a comparison of the census return fi)r the year of report, with the retumi of 
the three preceding years 
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3. The perH»atage tt die time of report of femalee to milee, deduced from 
die above tabic, is— • 


YttM. 


JWwa. 

Soonre. 

1843 .. 

3IiV per cent. 

341 

1 

percent. 

43iV per Mat. 

1844 .. 

331 


37 

II 

■MtV .. 

1845 .. 

: 35A 

>1 

381 

II 

45* 

1846 ... 

3H 


444 

31 

„ 

1847 .. 

1401 

1 


44 

H 
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4. Tbe Right Honorable the Goremor in Council, however, perceivee that 
you entertam very considerable doubts as to whether errors have not been' 
committed by tbe censors in their returns, and trust that you wiU, wHh this 
impreseioQ, adopt whatever measures may occur to you as bMt sdapted for 
prevcDtiag ioaccuracies in the returns for future years* 

6. Making, however, a due allowance for the present returns not being in 
every respect to be implicitly rdied upon, tbe general results now reported de- 
monstrate the very beneficial effects that have attended the measures so judU 
ciously and vigorously carried out by the Honorable Mr. WiUoughby for tbe 
suppression of Female In&nticide, during tbe period when he ^as formerly in 
jKiUtical charge of the province of Ksttywar. 

6. The indmation contained in tbe last paragraph of your letter, that there 
have been no ucusations of Infanticide during the year uuder review, and 
that neither of ■Se censors during his tour had beard of any cases being 
suspected, is highly giutifying, as showing the efficacy of tbe measures which 
have been adopted in tbe province of Kattywar for the extincdon of that 
revolting crime.' 

I have the honour to be, 

^ (Signed) A. Malut, 

Bombajf Casiief 2nii AfcireA 1849. Chief Secretary. 

* PoiifhGAJj^aPABTWBKT. 

From Major W. Lino, Polidca] Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. MiiiSr, Esq., Chief Secretary to Goverament, Bombay. 

Bated 22nd Beoemher 1849. 

8ta,—1 have the honour toTorward herewith (he usual annual returns of tbe 
Jhareja, Soomrm, and Jetwa population of this%t>viDce for the year 1848, 
togethtf wiffi tbe account current required to be submitted srith ^ese state¬ 
ments, showing the receipts and disbursmnents of the Infanticide Fund durii^ 
the same perickd. 

2, The Jhareja census shows a total of 394 male children bom, and 261 
female | the Soomra 25 of each sex; and tbe Jetwa 11 males and 12 females. 
Tbe total increase of Jbar^ males is 460, with a decrease of 48 ; and of 
females 332, end 21 respectively. That of Soomras 55 males aod 60 females, 
with so decrease of either sex; and that of Jetwas 19 males and 17 females, r^ith 
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« decretse of one imtle. There is etill, therefore^ some diiproportion in the 
number of J .mrejs daughters bom to that of sons^ but* in etery other respect 
I doubt not these returns will be considered satisfactory, as Ikr they can be 
depended on. 

• 3. The number of Jhareja males newly entered in these statements is 446, 
and of Jhareja females 202; that of Soocuras 32 of the former, and 36 of the 
latter ; and that of Jetwas 16 males and 10 females. It will be seeu, however, 
that a great many Talookas have been added (o the Jhareja returns, which 
accounts for a good deal of this increased population of that uibe, and the 
proportion of females to males is not greater than might be exj>ected, when it is 
borne in mind that tlie sisters, as well as the daughters of all newly discovered 
* Jh^rejas, are entered in the census. It will also he observed that 150 Jbardja 
males and 49 females are shown to have leA the several Talookas during the 
year, and 6 Jetwa males and 3 females, but none of the Soomra tribe. Every 
care has been taken to render these returns as correct as possible, and this will 
be continued ; but 1 regret to have to report that the second censor died in 
May last, and 1 havs not yet been able satbfactorily to supply his place. 

4. The amount on the credit side of tlie Infanticide Fund account is 
Rs. 17,397**7*^, including the former balance of Rs. 13,572«9*ll. The die* 
burscmcRts are Its. 3,375 for assistance to twenty Jharejns in defraying the 
expenses of their daughters* marriages ; Rs. 1,100 for rewards to two Jhai^Jas, 
for preserving four daughters each, and to ten for having three daughter each 
alive; and Rs. 1,580*7-6 on account of establishment, making a .otal of 
Rs. 6,655-7-6, and leaving a balance in favour of the In^ticide Fund of 
Rs. 10,841-15-9 at the end of the year under review. 

5. There were no accusations of Infanticide brought to the notice of either 
of the censors during the year now reported on, but informatma wu lately 
given of a suspicious case of the birth of twin daughters several years ago 
to Jhareja Dajee Wajerajee, of the village of Pilooree, in tl^ Moorvee Talooka, 
and their death immediatelytfterwards without any report having been made of 
the circumstance. The informer has a claim for some land in the village, 
which has led tooconsiderable enmity between him and the Grasia, who is also 
involved in a dispute at present with the Moorvee authorities. There are dis¬ 
crepancies, however, in the accounts given by the Grasia and his wife, and 
others, about the birth and death of these children, and no report on the subject 
appears ever to have been received at RajkoU Sht weight due to this circum¬ 
stance, however, will depe^ materially on the time when it occurred, about 
which the statements of the informer and the Grasia differ by several years. 
Further inquiry is therefore necessary, which will be carefully held by my 
Assistant, Mr. Barr, on the spot, and ms the Grasia has preserved two other 
daughters, I trust the suspicion against him will be satis&ctorily cleared up. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) W. Lako, Political Agent. 

Kaitywar PoUHeat Agencyf Camp Pwihvee, 72nd Dee, 1849. 
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MinuU hy thi HonorobU Mr, Willouohbt, etmewred iMhythe HenorobU 

Mr, Blanb, daUd 18^ Jvte 1860. 

L The eccoODt)aD;ing report from Mejor Leng> on Infanticide in the pro* 
vince of Kattywar during the year I 8469 is accompanied by the usual returns^ 
namely^^ 

li^~A ceosua (for the year 1848) of the Jhareja, Soomr% end Jetwa 
population; and 

3iuf.*^A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 
Fund (during the year 1848). 

2. During the year of report the %scertained male and female births bore 
the following proportions 
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3. The first of these returns, as compared with the five years preceding, 
exhibits the following results:— 
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4. The proportionate per-centage of females to males, deduced from the 
above table, is as under 
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5. These resolti are ytrj MiAciory, u exhibiting a steadily pn^eesiog 
increase in the female as compared with the male pcjaifetion of Kattyvar. 

6 . The expenditure of the Infentidde Fund duringjdie year of report 
amounted to sum of Rs. 6,555-7«6| the balance to the credit of the Fund' 
bgng Ra 10»84Ut^9, independently of one lakh of rupees being vested in the 
five per cent loan for educational purposes in Kattywar. 

7. The result of Mr Barr’s subsequent investigation into the imputation 
of twin daughters of Jhareja Dajee, of Pilooreei having died under suspicious 
circumstances shortly after their birth, alluded to in the last paragraph of the 
report, has shown that there were no grounds for the allegation. 

(Signed) J. P. Wttx^vaBDY. 

D. A. Blanb. 


Politic Ai^ DBrARTUxxrt. 

From Major W. La no, Political Agent in JCaitywar, 

To A. Malbt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Camp Dewtya, 31 at December 1850. 

Sia,~l have jhe honour herewith to submit the usual census of the Jhareja, 
Jetwa, and Soomra population of this province for 1849, together with iiit 
other returns required tricnnially, which are likewise due this year, th^ last 
having been transmitted with my letter of the 30th December 1847, forwr.^ding 
the census fur the preceding year. The account current of receipts an^l dis* 
bursemenU of the Infanticide Fund for the year 1849 is also sent herewith. 

2. The Jhareja census, now forwarded, shows a total ofC88 males and 278 
femalM bom during the year under review, with an increase of 108 males in 
twenty-five Talookas, and a decrease of 10 in four; and an increase of 167 
females in seveoteen Talookas, and a decrease of 12 in seven. There are 
twelve Talookas in which there is neither increase nor decrease in the male 
population, and seventeen in which the female population is the tame ns in 
the preceding year; and there are fourteen out of the forty-one Talookas 
included in the Jhareja returns in which no male children have been bom 
during the year, sixteen in which there have been no females, and ten in which 
no children of either sex have been bom. These forty-one Talookas, however, 
include thirteen which have some Jhareja families residing in them, besides 
the twenty-eight Jhareja Talookas which are those first entered in the census; 
and it is almost entirely in the fonner that the blanks occur, there being 
only one Jhareja Talooka without a birth at all, and six without any births 
of daughters. 

3. The Soomra census shows a total of 16 male and 18/emale children bom 
during the year, with no increase in the male populadon of either of the three 
Talookas comprised in thtretoms, but a decrease of 4 in the Dherol Talooka, 
and an increase of 3 females in the Nowaouggur and Dherol Talookas, and 
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ft iemue of the Ame uambe^ ia that of Hoortee: Thm Ittve been birtha 
both of male and i^itiftle uhUd^* in all ^i*ee Tdlook^. 

4. The Jetwft cenena aboive a total of 4 male and 6 female childfen bom 
during the year, miA no incieaM in the male population, but a decrease of 5 
in the Poorbunder and Sberol Talooka^ and an increase of 9 io the female 
population of the ^ree Talookas of Nowannggnr, Poofbonder, and Dherol; 
vritbout any decrease in either. There hare been births of daughtbrs in' all 
Area Talookas, and of sons also in all except l^erol. 

5. The number Jharqa males newly entered in these returns ii44, and of 
females 22, an^the numbers shown as having left the several Talookas 99 
males and 43 females; among the males there have been 136 deaths, and 
among the mmales 1)0. The Soomra males and females newly entered in the 
returns of that tribe are I and 2 respectively ; and those who have left the 
several Talookas, 11 of the former and 12 of the latter. 10 Soomra males 
have died, ami 8 females. In the Jetwa returns 1 male and 6 females are 
newly entered, and 4 of the former but none of the latter shown as having 
left the several Talookas, and 6 males and 1 female have died among 
the Jetwas. 

6 . The total number of the Jhareja male population above the age of six* 
teen is 4,473, that of the Soomras 271, and that of the Jetwatf 150. The total 
number of births among the Jharejas is 666, that among the Soomras 34, and 
that amoc^ the Jetwas 9. The births, therefore, in the two former tribes are 
about one to every eight males above .the age of puberty, but among the Jetwas 
there ii only about one to eve^y seventeen grown*up males. This is even a 
greater disproportion than that remarked in forwarding the last triennial 
returns, and I havl called the attention of the censors te it. The proportion of 
female children to males in all (he tribes is now so nearly equal, and the pro* 
gressive increase of the female population so regular, that, if the returns can be 
depended upon i^ other respects, there would appear to be every ground for 
believing that the 
extinct in this province. 

7. When the census for 1646 was forwarded with my report of the 25th 
August 1846, there were 2 Jharejas with five daughters each, 19 with four, 
105 with three, and 387 with two; also I Soomra with five, 2 with four, 13 
whh three, and 30 with two; and 4 Jetwas with three, and 13 with two daugh¬ 
ters each. By the returns now submitted, there are 1 Jhareja with six daugh¬ 
ters, 11 witl) five, 49 with four, 169 with three, and 522 with ttro; 6 Soomras 
with five daughters,^ 3 with four, 19 with three, and 54 with two *; and 2 
Jetwas with four daughters each, 11 with three, and 23 with two. There are 
still 1,215 more male Jharejas than female under 20 years of age, 23 more 
Soomras; and 16 mdTe Jetwas; but of the number of Jharejas above the age 
ofpaberty, amounting; ah stated above, to 4,473, neariy one-half, or'2,201,are 
rifewtt intbe present returns to have daughters, tAtt being, ia addition t6 
thbot mentioned above, 1;4^ with one daughter each. In the two ocher 


practice of Infanticide must have become almost entirely 
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triW the /eaulti ihotvo in this respect are atill more iatisfictOi% there bmni;, 
among Ute T. I Soomras above tbe age of puberty, 183 with female children, 
and among tbe IdO Jetwas 90; 101 of the former tribe, and 54 of Um latter, 
having one daughter each, over and above the number before stated as having 
two and upwards. The whole of these results will, I doubt not, be considered 
by Oovemment to be very gratifying. 

8 . The statements at the end of these returns show male and female 
children of tbe different tribes under ten years of sge, and, as stated in my re* 
port of the 30th December 1647, I have bad entirely new tables of riiis 
description framed by the*second censor. Tbe present statements have been 
made out chiefly from his returns, and they are satisiactory as establishing the 
^neral correctness of the former census, but they must not yet implicitly 
depended upon as regards the details of tbe different ages. Tbe second censor 
died in 1849, as already reported, and I have only lately been able to supply 
his place with a steady, trustworthy man. Both the censors have again been 
directed carefully to compare their tables of this description, and to pay tlm 
greatest attention in their tours through tbe different Talookas to the correc* 
tion of any errors they may find in them. These statements sliow 2,138 
Jhareja males^and 1,849 females under ten years of age, or an excess of 289 
mole children; 152 Soomra males, and 149 females, or an excess of throe 
male children; and 77 Jetwa males and 60 females, or an ezeou in this Uibe 
of 3 female children. 

9. Tbe account ciirrent of tbe Infanticide Fund shows a former V/Uance 
of Rs. 10,841 •! 5*9, and the amount of receipts for tlie year under rvsview is 
Rs. 3,099-0-0, making a total of Rs. 13,940-] 5-9. The disbursements 
amount to Rs. 5,200 for marriage donations to twenty-seven /harejas, to assist 
them in the marriage of thirty-three daughters; Rs. 450 on account ofiewartls 
to four of the Jharejas who did not before receive them, for having, one of 
them, four daughters, and tbe others three each; and Rs. 1,4^-8-3 for pay and 
batta to the Infanticide establishment, making a total of Rs. 7,073-8-3, and 
leaving a balance in favour of the fund of Bs. 6,897-7-6. 

10. There wei^ no accusations of In&nticide made during the year under 
review, except that alluded to in the concluding paragraph of my last report, 
dated 22Dd December 1849, which was fully investigated by my Assistant, Mr. 
Barr, and reported in my kttei^ of the 15th and 19th February last, and the 
accused fully acquitted in your reply of tbe I9th March following. The other 
case of false accusation, reported on in my letter of the 25th September, and 
disposed of in Mr. Secretary Goldamid's reply of the 26ih October last, be¬ 
longs properly to the present year. 

11. When I lately met Uis Highness tbe Jam at Balumba, I found him 
stiU fully alive to tbe necessity of making some arrangemeat for decreasing the 
heavy expense attending tl^ marriage of the daughters of Rajpoots in general, 
and Jharejas in perticulaf. Hr. Ogilvy bad kindly got Hit llighneas the Ran 
to send over three agents on His Highness's part to discuss tbe subject, several 
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communications, since I last met the Jam, haTing paMed between him and 
the Rno r^rdiag it 1 had also infinential Rajpoots with me, belon^ng to 
Jhaltawar and other parts of the proTince, all m<^i willing, as for as I conid 
ascertain, to enter into any arrangements which their superior Chi eft might 
consider practicable. I found the Katch Agents, however, sdll in favour bf 
alliances with tbe R^poot families in Rajpootaoa, and they seemed to think 
that, by giving daughters not only to the Cbieft themselves, bat also to other 
members of their families, and even to their superior snbordinate Chiefs, there 
would be an ample opening made to dispose of all the daughters of our 
superior Jharqa Chiefs; and that, in cases where alliances were formed with 
others than Chiefs themselves of Rajpootana, the honour and dignity of 
the Jhareja Chiefs would be sufficiently upheld by gettli^^ all other suitora for* 
their daughters’ hands to come to their capitals to be married. I remember, 
however, that this very practice of getting the brid^;room to come to their 
houses to be married, was one of the principal sources of expense complained 
of by the Edur Puttawuts and other Rajpoots in that part of the country, who 
look upon it as derogatory to send their daughters to be married, as is univer¬ 
sally done in this province ; and I pointed this out to the Jam and the Kutch 
Agents, and urged the necessity of making some arrangement, the benefit of 
which would not be confined to the principal Chiefs, but extend to all tlie 
inferior classes of Rajpoots subject to them, whether belonging to the Jhareja 
or any of the other tribes. 

12. After sundry consultations, the Jam came one morning with the Kutch 
Agents, and told me that tliey were fully satisfied that the only measure they 
could adopt, likely to be generally beneficial, was to introduce the custom of 
giving their daughters in marriage in the most respectable families from which 
they now receiied their wives; but if they confinod themselves, in disposing of 
their daughters, to this part of the country, it would be necessary that the 
other Chiefs, to whom they would in that case be obliged to give them, should 
join them in a general arrangement for the disposal of their daughters also 
in the Emilies of inferior Chiefs to those with whom they had heretofore been 
in the habit of forming marriage alliances. The Jam, therefore, proposed that 
I should speak to the Raja of Drangdra and the Rana of Poorbunder and 
others on the subject, and both he and the Kutch Agents stated that if all would 
agree to enter into this arrangement, they were fully prepared to do so, and 
that the opportunity of the Yarn’s daughter’s marriage a few months hence, 
when influential agents from all the other Rajpoot Talookas would be present 
at Nuwanuggur, might be taken for concluding it. 1 have since spoken to the 
Raja of Draz^ra and the Thakoor of Moorree on the subject, and both appear 
to be most willing to agree to whatever the Kutch and Nowanuggur authorities 
may require to get titis arrangemeDt eSected; and 1 have also ascertained from 
the Raja, who ia the principal Chief to whom both the Rao and the Jam would 
in this case have to look for alliances for their daughters, that he would not 
object to concede the point, if required, of having to proceed to Bbooj or 
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Nowaot^fur on all occasioaa of marriage with the dao^ten of th^ Chie&i 
which wouldf of eonrae, be a highly honorable alliance fi>r hia fainily. 

13. I hope I have also persuaded the Jam to aUow me to present an ele*. 
pbaot on the part of Government to his daughter^ on the occasion of her 
approaching marriage^ instead of postpooiog for a time the collection of the 
tribute^ as the former would mark much more strongly, to the Chiefb of Raj* 
pootana, the interest taken by the British Government in the young lady’s 
welhtre, snd might, therefore, be more advantageous to her. As direct^, 
however, I have left itentirely optional with the Jam to receive either of these in* 
dalgences he nay prefer. 

I have the honour to be, &e» ^ 

(Signed) W. Lako, 

Political Agent 

KatiyvJitr Political Camp Demlya, 3ls< Deoembtr 1860. 
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Ofall AfM. 

1647 

1646 
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1647 

mi 

1643 

1 

Novuiaggof ... 

1.960 

1.832 

1.943 

3,840 

3.88.5 

3.931 

2 

Moorrtt . . . . 

291 

315 

311 

536 

585 

595 

3 

Dberol SaniCdur . 

265 

275 

281 

480 

522 

525 

4 

Bajkoi Birdhar. 

26 

21 

25 

51 

50 

61 

5 

Ooodal . 

294 

236 

3)9 

591 

629 

531 

6 

Kotra 8tonn«e. 

35 

34 

38 

69 

70 

73 

7 

Vearpoor Ckhoreree .. 

55 

60 

58 

104 

122 

118 

8 

Drappa .. •.. 

102 

103 

no 

192 

193 

199 

9 

Mallia Kakrecbee. 

34 

31 

35 

64 

60 

61 

10 

Jhallia Ddlaoee. 

23 

24 

23 

50 

51 

46 

n 

Kburran. 

29 

30 

35 

67 

60 

65 

12 

Lodeeka. 

25 

29 

28 

49 

5) 

52 

13 
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17 

17 

18 

26 

26 

28 

14 

8bahpoor ... 

13 

16 

17 

24 

26 

26 

15 

Rajpoora . 

29 

27 

27 

45 

47 

47 

16 

Meiimca . 

20 

19 

22 

31 

31 

33 

17 

Bbadwa .. 

7 

5 

5 

9 

9 

9 

18 

Satodur Vfownt. .. 

48 

65 

72 

108 

144 

146 

19 

Moolteladeroc . 

67 

52 

56 

142 

101 

104 

20 

Gutka. 

16 

19 

21 

30 

33 

35 

21 

Kotaria. 

8 

10 

10 

?1 

12 

13 

22 

Paal .. .*. 

10 

10 

10 

14 

14 

15 

23 

SeetaDff Cbaadlea. 

53 

55 

52 

101 

102 

101 

24 

Kotra Nyajee . 

28 

26 

27 

53 

51 

52 

25 

Vcerwa . 

^ 4 

• 4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

26 ; 

Mowa . 

3 

4 

4 

a 

8 

9 

27 1 

Rakvalleo ... 

5 

4 

5 

8 

6 

9 

28 

Wudalee. .. 

4 

5 

6 

9 

10 

11 

29 : 

Wankaneer . 


8 

7 

♦11 

12 

12 

30 1 

TTolwud Drangdra . 

77 

87 

85 

129 

140 

144 

31 

Bhownuffgar . 

4 « 

75 

74 

e a 

143 

146 

32 1 

Wodwan . 

4 4 


4 

4 4 

10 

10 

33 

Lathee . 

4 4 


5 

» • 1 

8 

9 

34 

PaliUna . T . 

. . 

8 

6 

1 

1 a • 

13 

13 

35 

Than Ltiktur . 

• • 

4 

4 

4 a 

6 

6 

36 

Tokrala. 

• % 

1 

a 4 

• • 

5 

4 

37 

Kuro]. 

« ^ 

3 

3 

4 a 

4 

4 

38 

Keejrioo. 

^ % 

3 

3 

• 4 

4 

4 

39 

Bndwana . 

4 ^ 

a • 

• • 

a • 

I 

1 

40 

AnkawaUm .... f.. 


2 

2 


4 

4 

41 

Qodoola.. 

* » 

2 

1 

Hi 

4 

4 


Total.. 

3,544 

3,526 

3,753 
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POLtnCAL DsFARTHBirr. 

From H. E. GoiJ>0ifiD» Esq*, Secretaiy to Gorerameot, Bomb&f^ 

To Major W« Immo^ Political Agent in Kattywar. • 

Datnd 23a<i Apnl 186K^ 

am direct^ by the Right Hooormble the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your kuer Mo. 197, dated the 31et December laat, 
aubmitting, with your obaervatione thereon, a censua of the Jbareja, Jetwa, and 
Boomra population in Kattywar for the year 1649, with a statement of the 
receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund during the same period. 

2. It apjMars, from the information fumisbed by you, that the proportion 
of female to male childreu, ascertained to have been bom during the yev of* 
report, is as under 


Mm. 


FmemIc*. I 

Ereas. 

Jhareji. 

288 

1 

276 

10 malst. 

Soonra. 

16 

16 

2 females. 

Jstwa. 

4 

6 

1 female. 


While a comparison of the present census with those of preceding years 
exhibits the following results 
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Jhar^ . 
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Jetwa. 
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6617 
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1 

E 

2429 
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75 

I 

2779 

246 

lie 
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132 
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462 

251 

3237 

306 
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While the proportionate per-centage deduced from the above table ts-~ 
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99 
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$4 
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409 

w 
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3. The foregoing remits, I m desired to remark, are mosi satisfiutory, and 
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•bow the efficftc; tad saitabloieie of the mettoree adopted GoT^m- 
roeot ID 1834| at the recommeodation of the HocMmhIe Mr. Wii)oi^(bbjri Aen 
in charge of the Kat^war AgeBcy, for the aoppreeaioa of the crime of lo&nti^ 
ctde» and appear to joetify At obeemtion at the eloae of yoor 6th jmrtgjtph, 
that if the returns can be depended oo (and there seems to be no reason to 
doobt their general accuracy) there are grounds for the gjatifying belief that 
the practice of lofooticide must hare become almost entirely extinct in 
Kattywtr. 

4. Well and ably have you, in the opinion of Ooverament, continued and 
carried out» by means of conciliadon and persuasion, the good and humane work 
in which Mr. Willouglfby so iodefatigably toiled for the eirirgation of the 
Vriinp of Infonticide frum Kattywar; and the vigorous measures which that 
gentlemin originated for effecting that object have, by the judicious proceedings 
of yourself, and of Ao$t who succeeded him in the province, been brought to 
a most BucceMfol and gratifying termination. 

5. From the slatement of rMerpts and disbursements of the Infanticide 
Fund accompanying your report, it appears that the expenditure during the 
year 1649 amounted to Hs. 7,073^8^, leaving an available balance of only 
Rs. 6,667*7^ to meet the charges of the next year; and, as some resources 
will probably so6n become necesisry wherewith to meet the future expenses of 
tlie Infanticide establishment end the msrriage expenses of Jharejas seeking 
assistance, I am desired to request that you will furnish Government wi.h an 
accurate account current of Uie proceeds of the Inlanticide Fund which have 
been vested in the five per cent loan for educational purposes in Kattywar. 

6. With reference to your 11th and 12th paragraphs, I am desired to 

express the hope of Government that you will bring to a successful close the 
measures therein reported. • 

7. The report contained in your concluding paragraph is approved by the 

Right Honorable the Governor in Council. ^ 

1 have the honour to be, dec. 

(Signed) II. E. Gou>siiii;>, 

Bomhay 72iid jLpnl 1861. Secretary to Government. 


From Major W. Lairo, Political Agent in &4tywar, 

To A. Halbt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dnuit 26/A Dermbfr 185L 

have the honour herewith to forward the usual census returns* of the 
Jfaareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of this province for the year 1860, and 
also the account current of receipts and disbursements ofdhe Infanticide Fund 
during the same year. 

* Oouttsd. tbs Mbwases of the retun bsbg embodied ia this repoct, lad ia tbs Chwsra* 
meat reply which follows. 



supraxsAioir op ikpahtictm nr 




2. The /hereje census now suboittad shows % total of 29S mde, and 267 
female children born dorihg the year under review. There is an increase in 
the male population of 176 in twenty^two Talookas, with a decrease of 27 in 
nine; and an increase of 204 in the female population of twenty-five Talookai, 
with a decrease of 18 In seveiL In twelve of the Taiookas there is neither 
increase nor decrease of the male population, and in ten the same is the ease 
as regards the number of females^ There are also nineteen out of the ibrty^ 
three Talookas included in the present Jhareja census in which no male children 
have been bora during the year under review; sixteen in which there have been 
no births of females; and fourteen in which no children of either sex have been 
born. Thepumber of mile Jharejas newly entered 4n the present return is 
91, and of females 46; and tlie number of the former, shown as having left the 
several Talookas, is 41 , and that of the latter 23. The total number of Jbareja 
males in the province is shown by this census to be 7,602, and of Jbareja 
females 3,423, and the deaths, during the year under review, among the males, 
hare been 193, and among the females 103. 

3. The Soomra census shows 24 male and 18 female children to have been 
bom during the year of report, with an increase in the male population, of the 
three Talookas included in the return, of 31, and in the female population of 
18. There liave been births both of male and female children in all the Talookas, 
and likewise an increase of both sexes in each of them, as compared with the 
census for the former year. The number of Soomm males newly entered 
in the present return is 12, and the number of females 3, and none of 
either sex appear to hare left any of the Talookas during the year under reriew. 
Fire males and three females hare died during the year, and the total number 
of the male population remaining in the three Talookas is 493, and of the 
female 326. < 

4. In the Jetwa census, the number of males bora daring the year is shown 
to bare been 10, ^^d of females 4, with no increase in the male population, 
but a decrease in two of the Talookas of 9, and an increase in the female 
population of 1 in the Dherol Talooka, and a decrease of 16 in those of 
Nowanuggur and Poor bunder, as compared with the returns for the former 
year. There is one Jetwa male and one female newly entered in the present 
census, and twelre of the former and fourteen of the latter shown to hare left 
the several Talookas during the year. Eight males and six females hare also 
died since the last census, d^id the total male population now shown is 242, 
with 126 females. 

6. The census of the Jetwa tribe is not so satisfoctory as those of the 
Jharejas and Soomras, and the attention of the censors has been called to the 
circumstance. The second censor will proceed this season into the districts 
containing the Jetwt and Soomra fiunilies, in order to revise and correct the 
census of these tribes, as has already been done in a great measure as regards 
the Jbareja census, and the other censor has received instractions to complete 
what remains of the latter. 
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B. The account current of the Inftndcide Fund shows the balance remain- 
ing at the close of the former year to hare been Rs> 6,867-7*df and the 
collections during the year of report Re. 7,847-14-5, making a total of, 
Rs, I4,7]5-6-ll. The expendttnre has been Rs. 5,700 for assistance to thirty- 
ona Orasias in marrying tbirty-two daughters; Rs. 400 for the prise eisay^ 
on Female In&nticide ; and Ba* 1,078-14-11 for pay and JaUe to the lo&n- 
ticide establishment; msking a total of lU. 7,178-14-11, bnd leaving a balance 
in fiiTour of the Fund of Re. 7,536-7-0 at the end of the year. 

7. The only accusation of Infimticide which was brought forward, during 
the year under review, was that reported on in my letter of the 2dth 
September 1850, which was found, on investigation by my Assist^t, Captain 
Barr^ to be entirely groundless, and the proceedings adopted in disposing of 
It approved of in Hr« Secretary Ooldimid's reply of the 26th October follow¬ 
ing. No other case, even of suspicion of the crime, was brought to the 
notice of the censors during their progress through the districts in the 
year of report. 

8. The party sent last year by His Highness the Jam to Jodhpoor, to 
arrange the preliminaries of his daughter's marriage to the Maharaja of thot 
place, are now on tlieir return, and the marriage will probably take place in 
April next, althoflgb Uie time has not yet been finally settled. The Nowa- 
nuggur Vakeel has, at my request, sent to ascertain the Jam's wishes as to 
the presentation of an elephant on the occasion, or the postponement o( the 
collection of tliis year's tribute, as formerly sanctioned by Government: and 
every advantage in my power shall be taken of the assemblage of Rajpi>ots at 
this marriage to effect the arrangement alluded to in my last imnuul report, 
to prevent, for the future, the miaous expenditure incurred on such 'ccasions. 

I have the honour to be. Sic, 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

Hajkot, Z6(h December 1851. Political Agent. 


PotITICAL DePAHTMBNT. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lano, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

^aUdUthJUarch 1852. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 215, dated the 26th December 
1851, submitting returns of the Jbareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of 
Kattywar for the year 1850, with accounts current of receipts and disburse¬ 
ments of the Infimtjcide Fund for the same year. • 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the entire absence of any 
known act of Infanticide during ibe year of report is highly gratifying is 
OnvemmenL 
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'"Z. The ptopoiUn of ianala to mete chiidren eecertained to hove been born 
doriflg the yetr vat a« given in tbe foUowiag etatement 


Tribe. 

- ^ 

Vekk 

ItoeliL 


X ' ^ 

Jharqi .• •• ! 

292 

267 

26 miles. 

Soomra .... 

24 

18 

6 do. 

iitwa...... 

10 

4 

6 do. 


4» The fOitit ehovB ia the preeent eenioi, ae compared with thoea (ot the 
ftve preceding yeare, ia ai given below- 


Tribe. 

1845. 1 

_1 

1346. 

1 

1947. 

1343. 

1340. 

1650 

w| 


w I 
'81 
4£ 

^1, 

!l 

u 

p 

aa 

>11 

|8 

I| 

P 

t: 

^1 

'sl 

4 

^1' 

n 

al 

a 

Jhsrgs.. 

Soomra.......... 

iatwa .. 

4617 

378 

157 

2334 

171 

MR 

n 

2429 

199 

75 

I 

1 

2779 

246 

116 

72.S6 

m 

25^ 

1 

7353 

462: 

251: 

3237 

.306 

14! 

1 

7502 

I 493 
242 

3423 

326 

126 


And the proportional per-centage of femalet to malea deduced from the aaid 
table ia aa followi :-*» 


Yeen. ; 

Jber^te. 

Beomree. 

Jftvee. 

1844^. 

35tV 

45* 

36* 

1846.. 

363 

527^ 

443 

1847.. 

40* 

60* 

44 

1848.. 

423 

66A 

51* 

1849.. 

44 

66* 

56* 

1850.. 

453 

66* 

52yr 


6. NotwiUutandiiig the decreaae, as compared with 1849, in the per-cea* 
tage of the females of the doomra^tribe, the result! of the year continue to be 
highly satisfactory; and His Lordship in Pouncil approves of the measures 
adop^ by you, aa reported in your 5tb paragraph^ for aacertainiog the caaae 
of ^ia diCmnee. 

6. 'Hie espeoidinire of the Infanticide Fund ia shown in the statement of 
raceipta and diabuftaemenU to have amounted to Ra. 7,178-14*11, leaving, 
bmidea the cnrrent receipts, an available balance to meet the cbargea of 
neat year of Ra. 7,536*7^, exduaiva of the sum of Ra. 1,00,000 invested ia Ave 
per cent paper, the intmat of which is made available for edncationai perpeees. 
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7. Ifl joor letter No. 62, of the IttMoj teet, you etitod titti a consider- 
able ittoont wit die to the Inftntieide Fund oa aocQOBt of finet, and th^ 
there would be no MceesiQr for any further resources to meet the current eir 
penditure *for many jmn to come. It U concluded, from the accounts new 
eubmitted, that you hi?e no reasoo to elt^ this opinion. 

I hare the honour d> be, dbc, 

(Signed) A. Malut, 

Bembi^f Costfr, Utk March 1852. Chief Secretary. 


*Frcm the Political Aobmt ik Kattywar, 

To A. Malrt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govemesant, Bombay. 

Dated Ibgkoif 18lA J>eeemAer 1652. 

8tu,—I have the honour to forward herewith the ueual census return* of 
the Jhateja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of thia prorioce for the year 1851, 
together with the accoaat current of the Infanticide Fund for the same period, 
which is always required to accompany these returns. 

2. The Jbai^a census shows a total of 222 males and 216 females bora 
during the year, with an increase in the male population of 258 in twenty- 
three Talookas, and a decrease of 27 in uine; and an increase of' 178 m the 
female population in twenty Talookas, and e decrease of 3 in one. There are 
eleven Talookas in which the male population is the same, and twenb -two in 
which this it the case as regards the female. Out of the forty-thr^te Talookas 
included ixvthe Jhareja census, there are twenty in which no rnale children 
have been bom during the year, twenty-three in which there have been no 
daughters, and sixteen in which no children of either sex have been bora. 
The number of Jhareja males newly entered in the present return is 213, and 
of females 58; and the number of the former who have left the several Talookas 
during the year is 70, and ofthe latter 31. The total male population of Jharcjas 
is 7,7^, and the^male 3,598; and the number of deaths during the year among 
the former has been 134, and 68 among the latter. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males bom during the year as 
15, and females as 16; of the male pop^tion, there is an increase of 11 ro 
three Talookas, with a decrease of 1 in the,other,*and an increase of the female 
population of 21 in three Talookas, without any decrease in the remaining one. 
In one of the Talookas there have been no sons or daughters born during the 
year, but this has been added since the date of the last returns, and there is only 
one Soomra family reridiog in H. In the three other Talookas, both male and 
female childreo have been bora. The number of SoomA males newly entere 

* Ottittid i the mlitsaw hmg smkeM it tUi teport, aid a ths Gemasst rc 
wtebfstlm. 
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iti these retumsjs 8, and Unit of females 7, and those who hare left the save* 
rtl Talookai are 6 males and 2 females. The total Soomra population counts 
of 503 males and 347 females, and the number of deaths during the year has 
been 7 males but no females. * 

4. The census of the Jetwas shows 8 male and 2 female children to here 
been bom during the year of report, and gives an increase of 4 males in one 
Talooka, with a.decrease of 5 in the (Iro others, and an increase of one female 
in one Talooka with a decrease of one in another. There have been births in 
sill the three Talookas dnring the year; one of them, however, being without 
any male children bom, and one without any female. The males newly enter¬ 
ed in these ^tums ar^vro, and none have left any of the Talookas, and there 
are no new entries or departures of females. The total male population of 
Jetwas is 241, and the female 126; and 11 males and 2 females have died 
during the year of report 

5. The births of female children among the Jetwas are still few in pro¬ 
portion to those of males, but the most particular inquiries have been made on 
the spot by both of the censors, and there is no reason, as far as I can 
ascertain, to suspect that this has been otherwise than accidental. I beg, 
however, with reference to your letter of the 14tb October last, No. 4496, and 
its accompaniment, to inform you tliat 1 have written to His Highness the 
Jam, and to the Rana of Poerbunder, calling Uieir attention also to the 
subject, and the censors have been directed to continue their inquiries during 
their visits to these Talookas. In the case of Dherol, there is no cause for 
suspicion, as both the female population and the female births are in excess of 
the male in that Talooka. 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a balance of 

Rs. 7,536*7-0 •remaining from the former year, and the collections during the 
year under review amount to Rs. 18,860-11-2, beside Uie lakh of rupees invested 
in the five per ccijt. loan on account of education, which lias been adjusted in 
these accounts under instructions from the Accountant General, so as to appear 
always at the credit of this Fund. This makes an aggr^ate, inclusive of this 
i nvestment, o f Rs. 1,20,397-2-2. The disburse meu Is duri ng (be year have been 
Rs. 5,450, on account of assistance to twenty-seven Grasias in marrying 
twenty-nine daughters, together with Rs. 1,654-14-9 for pay and battato the 
Infanticide establishment, making an aggregate of Rs. 7,104-14-9, and leaving 
a balance lu favour of the^Fund Of Ks. 1,19,292-S-S, or, exclusive of the 
Ittkh invested in the loan, o< Ks. 19,292-3-5.^ ^ 

7. There have been uo accusations of Infanticide during the y»r of report, 
and neither of the censors, in the course of their respecrive tours through the 
districts containing Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa inhabitants, had any reason 
to suspect any case of the crime having been committed. 

8. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Secretary 
Lumsdeo*s letter of the 13th July last, and the copy of the report sent with it 
of the measures adopted for the prevention of Female In&nticide in the 
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Mynpooree d^ct I hftd hoped, at the mtrriage of the Ute^ Jtin'e daughter, 
to ha?e got eome arTangemenC nmde for diminithing tba expeosM now attend¬ 
ing Rajpoot marriagea in this province, by inducing the most infloeotia] Ora-^ 
eias to eo&r into an agre^ent to marry their daughters into the same families, 
OFlamiliee of the same rink, from which they get their wires; but the unfor¬ 
tunate death of the Jam just before the marrisge took place prerented any¬ 
thing being done, and when I lately risited his son and successor 1 found that 
although professing, and I beliere sincerely, his williugoess to enter into any 
arrangement which may be proposed by His Highness the Rao of Kutch re¬ 
garding Rajpoot marriages for the fnture, he is unwilling to do anything him¬ 
self in the matter independent of Hit Highness the Roo. Major /acob kindly 
* carnp orer to Nowanuggur for a few days when I was there, and as he made 
himself acquainted with the feelings both of the Ilao and the Jum on the sub¬ 
ject, I think some good might be done by getting a deputation of influential 
Rajpoots from the different tribes in Kattywar, commissioned by the principal 
Chiefs, sent orer to Bbooj, to discuss the matter with His Highness the Rao, 
and endeavour to get some arrangement effected regarding their future mar^ 
riages through Major Jacob. I have heard from that officer that Hit High¬ 
ness greatly approves of the Mynpoorce measures, as far as he understands 
them, and ther^can of course be no question of the great adrantoge of any 
measures which will enable the Rajpoots here and in Kutch to reduce the ex¬ 
penditure now incurred at their daughters’ marriages, without subjecting r.iem- 
selres to any invidious comparisons or remarks from their fellow Grasi is. I 
shall therefore ascertain from Major Jacob whether Uis Highness tl'o Rao 
would be willing to receive a deputation of the description I have proposed, 
and if so, and Oovernment approves of the measure, I have no d<;abt that I 
could get one sent by the principal Chiefs of tliis province at* any time that 
would be most convenient to His Highness tbe Rao» 

I have tbe honour to %e, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

Political Agent 

Politieal Agenof, Rnjkot, 18^ Decmher 1863. 


From A. Maltt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Ae Government of Bombay, 
To Lieutenant Colonel W. La50, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

^ Dated the Isf February 1853. 

SiB,~I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 195, dated tha I6th December last, 
submitting returns of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar 
for the year 1861, tc^ther with the account current of tbe In&ntidde Fund for 
the same period. 
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Q. In repifi I tm desired to inform yon that the entire absence of any 
known act of Infiuitiode during the year of report ia highly gratifying to 

Ooreremest. 

3. The number of male and female children aace^Uined to hare "been bom 
during the year waa aa giren in the following atatement^-~ 


* Trite. 


F«u2m. 

. 

tvmt 

Jharcjs.. 

222 

216 

6 males. 

Soomra.. 

15 

16 

1 female. 

Jetws. 

6 

2 

6 males. 


4» The total aacertained Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of Katty- 
mx, during the yeara 1843 to 1850, ma compared with year 1651, ia aa 
given in the table entered below 


• 

lata 

)847. 

1646. 

1849. 

2860. 

1861. 

Trite. 

^1 

ft 

6^ 

« 

ia| 

6 a. 
X 

If 

r 

6^ 

as 


•Sll 

■] 

B 

a* 

K 

aj 

'at 

X 

^ r 

r 


1 

r 

Jbareja. 

i^H 

2429 

6844 

2779 

7256 


7353 

3237 

7302 

3423 

7733 

3398 

Soonre ... 

382 

199 

411 

248 

1 466 


462 

!E3 

493 

326 


347 

Jetwa . 

169 

73 

237 

116 

236 

132 

231 

141 

242 

126 

241 

126 


And Che proportional percentage of femalea to males deduced from that 
table ia aa follows 


r 

Y«sn. 

Jtefc^ss. 

Boomns. 

Jatme. 

1846... 

363 

32yV 

44f e 

1847 ... 

40i 

60i 

44 

1848.... 

42f : 

66A 

3U 

1649.... 

44 

66| 

367 

1850.... 

457 

66i 

32A 

1831.... 

^ 46A 

66H- 

32J 


& I am to intimate that an extract, paragraph 8, from yonr letter under 
reply, on the subject of dimiairiiing the expenses attendant on Rajpoot mar- 
• riagea, has been* forwarded for the information ef the Political Agent m Kutch. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) A. Malbt, 

Chief Seieretary. 


Bomlojf CoMUf Ilf FAmary 1853. 
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Fron A. Malit, £mi-i Chkt Secretary to tlie Oortfomtni of Bomber 

To Major O. L. Jacob, Political Agent in Ketch. 

X)aUd l#f FtbntMry 1863* 

Stm,—1 am directed by the Kghi Honorable the Oovemor in Couocil to 
transmit to yoo an extract, paragraph 8, from a letter from the Political Agent 
in Kattywar, No. 195, dated the 18th December last, and to intimite that Ock 
vemment wUl riew with approbation any measure that may have the effect of 
diminishing the expensee attendant on the Jhareja marriagee. 

« 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) A. Malbt, 

Sowibcjf CoiiU, Ut FAruary 1853. Chief Secretary. 


PoliticAL Dbpabtmsrt. 

From Capt. J.T. Babb, First Asst Pol. Agent, in charge Kattywar Agency, 

To H. L. Andbrsok, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

J}at4d\4lh April 18^4. 

Sir,— Annexed 1 have the honour to forward the census return* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for the year 1852, which 
late changes in officers of this agency, and the press of other cuireut busineM, 
have delayed till the present date. The returns which are require<l trieonially, 
being due in the year under review, are also forwarded, tether with the 
account current of receipts and disbursements for that year. 

2. The census shows that the Jhareja population in 1858 consisted of 7,813 
males and 3,683 females: of these, 214 males were bom during that year, 
and 180 females. There was an increase of 100 males in fifteen Talookas and 
a decrease of 28 in thirteen Talookas. The increase of females was 102 in 
sixteen Talookas, and the decrease was 14 in nine Talookas. In fifteen Taloo¬ 
kas there is no increase or decrease in the number of males, and the female 
populaUoD is the same in eighteen Talookas as it was in the year previous to 
that under review. Of the forty-three Talookas included in the Jhareja ceosoj, 
there are twnty-two in which neinale children were bora in this year, twenty- 
one jn which no daughters were boro, and seventeen in which no children have 
been born. The seventeen Talookas in which no births are recorded are ttiose 
which contain very small numbers of Jhareja inhabitants. The number of 
Jharqja males newly entered in the return for the year under review is 39. 
The number newly entered in the retnro for the preceding year amounted to 


* Oajtted ; vide note it page 507. 
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213; but thift Iftrge number for that year was caosed by the Jharga popula¬ 
tion of the Adhoee Mahal having then^ for the first time, been brought upon the 
Kattywar returns, the census for those districts having before ^at date been 
taken by the Bhooj authoritief. The number of Jha||^ females newly entered 
in the present return is 23. The number of deaths amongst the Jhareja maie 
population was 147, ^moogst the females 90. 

3. The Soomra census for 1832 shows a total population of 498 males and 
346 females: of these, four were male children horn during the year, and 
eight female children bom during the same period. The total of males is five, 
less than it was in the previoos year, and that of females one leas, nine males 
and nine females having died. 

4. The census of the Jetwas shows a total population of 244 males and 
139 females in the return reported on. Three male children were bom during 
the year, and nine female. The total of males is tiiree greater than that of tlie 
previous year, and the total of females thirteen greater, three males and no 
females having died within the year under review. The injunctions made by 
Colonel Lang in 1861 on the Jam of Nowanuggur and Rwa of Poorbunder 
would appear to have had a beneficial effect, as the disparity between the male 
and female births which that officer commented upon in his censua report for 
1861 no longer exists in the present Jetwa census return, there 1>eing an excess 
of thirteen females in the births recorded to males. 

5. There have been no accusations of In&nticide during the year now re* 
ported on, and as the censors have been carefully superintended, and the returns 
which they hare furnished minutely scrutinised, there is ever>* reason to believe 
in their correctness. Tlie proportion which (hey continue to exhibit in the 
bii'tbs of maleADd female Jhareja children is very satisfactory, and the steady 
increase in the Soomra and Jetwa female births encourages the hope that 
Infanticide no longer exists in these tribes. 

6. The accounf current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance of 

Rs. 1,19,292-3*5, and the amount of receipts for the year under notice is 
lU. 3,332-3*0, making a total of Rs. 1,22,624*6-6. Payments for tnarriege 
expenses to Jbarejas amount to Rs. 12,000, and for pay and batta to the 
Infanticide establishment Rs. 1,668*15*7, making a total of Rs. 13,658-15-7, 
and leaving a balance in lavoor of the Fund of Rs. 1,08,965-6-10. Of the 
Rs. 12,000 entered as disburvments for marriages, Rs. 5,000 were expended 
on an elephant and other gifts presented to the Jam of Nowanuggur on the 
marriage of his sister to the Maharaja of Joffhpoor. * 

7. The subject of decreasing the expense of Jhareja marriages has been 
under earnest consideration during the period report^ upon; but in conse¬ 
quence of the death mf the late Jam of Nowanu^ur, which prevented the 
assembly of any large number of influential Jhareja Chieft at the marriage of 
his daughter, when Colonel Lang hoped that the matter wootd be discussed 
with salutary results, and owing to the departure of that experienced officer from 
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tiMUywwe, tfid Lieutmnt C<4ood J%cob from Kixteb, little progreei bu yet 
been made in effecting the object in view. 

I here the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) J. T. Been, 

Firei AesUtant Political Agent iu charge. 

KiUtywar PoUtieal Agtnejf, Cawip Oogo^ 14M April 


89 0 


StatmeHt 



Nowioaggor. 

2 Moome .... 

3 Bharol Sumfdur . 

J lUjktft Birdktf. 

6 Oondul .. .. 

$ Kotrft SiDnnM . 

7 V«erpooT uurerM .. 

b DrappA. 

9 MaJlit KakrechM. 

10 Jbank Dewanee ... 

1 Khnrmra . 

2 Lodecka . 

3 Qowmdur 

U ShabpMr ... ... 

15 lUjpMra .*. 

1C Metfsoea . 

17 Bhadwa . 

13 Bitodur WovTce . 

19 MooleeUdaraa . 

^0 Gatka . 

2) KoUm .. 

22 Ptal . 

23 BeaMoe Cbandlee. 

2*1 KotmNjrajae. 

25 Veerwt. 

26 Mowa . 

27 Kaksiillaa .. 

28 Wudalee ... 

29 Wankaneer ... 

30 Holmid Dnngdn . 

31 BhowDuggor...... 

S2 Wudwan . 

33 Lathee ... 

34 Palitaoa ... 

3j Than Lnktor .*.... 

36 Limrca ... •. 

37 Korol .... 

38 limbra. 

39 Aokewalia ..... 

40 Gudoida .. 

41 Amftlea .... 

43 Moolea..... 

43 Poofbooder ..... 

Total... 



588819 
v306 3 
282 28 
30 3 

339 309 
39 
58 
123 12 
33 3 
24 2 
37 

27 
18 
16 

28 
23 

5 
73 

S3| 5 
17 
10 
n 



212 
04 

47 
38 66 
26 4 

28 
26 

48 
30 

, 9 

72 160 
61 

)7| 27 
9 



211 
64 
52 
2| 70 
50 
26 
25 
48 
37 
9 

150 ?52 

no 113 

23 25 

14 14 

15 16 
99 79 
53 53 

3 4 

9 10 

11 11 

12 13 
10 8 

145 144 
166 172 

13 15 

10 10 
12 9 


36 36 

7 7 


7733 7813 















































































t» bmm Ifa Tmn 16M, aad 1862. 


awfM «nd WUovc. 



Unbettotbid. 

1950 

1851 

1858 

693 

897 

911 

163 

191 

188 

162 

169 

168 

22 

25 

27 

195 

211 

228 


27i 

27 

39 

46 

45 

55 

58 

63 

18 

20 

19 

14 

! u 

13 

13 

14 

1^ 

16 


15 

m 

/ 





6 

18 


18 

9 


9 

4 


4 

39 

39 

41 

41) 

53 


5 


He 

2 



3 

4 

5 

33 

38 

34 

9 


4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

6 

4 

4 

24 

29 

3.3 


36 

39 


4 


3 

3 



2 

^ 4 


• 2 

1 


6 

2 

.. 

1 



Tpttl. 


2WO 


625 

53 

89 

7 

87 

3 

7 

)6 

9 

7 

I 

1 


1951 


1 

7 

1 

2^ 

H 

i 


2 

I 

4 

6 

17 

3 

I 

7 

3 

3 


t 

2t 


I 

11 


1044 


1869 


653 

67 

i 

81 

6 

15 


14 

21 

1 


1 

4 

J 

24 

a 

1 

J 

15 


2 

1 

C 

10 

21 

3 

J 

7] 

3 

3 


a 


1 

11 

2 


1101 


668 

78 

95 

7 

87 

8 
9 

18 

13 

7 

U 

2 

1 


• 1 

5 

1 
24 

9 

2 
1 
I 

16 

3 


12 


2^ 


2^ 


7 

10 

3 

I 

0 


4 

U 

lOl 


1 

3 

2 


2 

3t 


1 

11 

21 


1 

1 


114M 476 


» % 


12 


2 

2 

2 

2 

4 


1 

9 

15 


505 


2 

1 




17 

5 

2 

2 

2 

4 

7 




1 

8 


20 


52» 


i(ri 


*1850 


1 


a 




I992j 


2021 


1851 


1766 

279 

27» 

31 

315 

34 

54 

621 

34 

24 

331 

18 

10 

J 

16 

& 

75 

391 

8 

5 

e 

50 


■I 


3 
5 

4 
14 

43\ 

67 

7 

4 

Id 


3423 ^ 


1822 
314 
288 
5 35 
332 
371 


61 

66 

40 

24 

33 

20 

II 

6 

21 

16 

5 

75 

66 

8 

5 

7 


U.) 


# 15 
3 


a 


4 

n 

481 

72 

7 

4 

101 


5 

5 

7 

7 


1 

2 

2 


3 

|R 

2 


22 

B 

5 


3598| 


1866 
319 
290 
40 
850 
37 
6t 
90 
37 
23 
34 
19 

13 
6 

21 
15 
t 
82 
64 
6 
5 
8 
54 

14 

3 

4 

5 
5 

12 

51 

78 

7 

4 

8 
3 
7 
2 
2 
3 
2 

22 

5 
2 


3680 


8 
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Cmporctive 8tatem€nt\f tht Jetwa Population tJi Kattifwar, bei»een tho Fears 1850,1861, and 1862. 





















































Eeiobttim hjf tke Bcnmibh JBwd, dated <&e ltd Ma^ 1854. 

With the acccDptc^Dg* letter, Otptam Barr has sobmitted two eQclosarea, 
the former of which contains information relatiTe to the total Jhareja, Soomra, 
and Jetwa population of Kattywar during the year 1852, as compared with 
the years 1850 and 1851 a The second enclosure is a statement of the receipts 
and disbursements of the Kattywar Inlanticide^und during the year 1852. 

2. The number of mde and female children of these three castes, ascer- 
tained to have been bom during the year 1862, 


1 

♦ 1 

c tubs. ' 

UelM. 

1 

Fntlaa 

Bsc 

MaiM. 

tmci 

Fe&alet. 

Jhareja. 

214 


34 

» $ 
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3. The total ascertained population of the three classes in 1852, contrasted 
with the years 1842 and IS47, and the annual averse of the five years ending 
in 1646 and 1651, respectively show the following results 
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4. The proportional per-centage which the female bore, during the years 
1642 to 1652, to the male population of tliese castes, was as follows i— 
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Bbsolvio,— That^ these results, as showing a steadily progressive diminu* 
tion of the disproportion in the aggregate number of the two leies, and the 
fact that no grounds eaist for supposing that during the year of report any case 
of loianticide occurred in the province of Kattywar, are highly gratifying. 
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Thftt the Pint Aariitint Potttml Aftoimckatf be m kfomed; tod that, 
wUk reference k> paragraph 7 of hia letter, the Ae^g Pditichl Ageae bo 
requested to peraerere m eodeavourhig to secure • reduciidn ia ibo Jhopqs 
mamage Ixpeases. 

« (Signed) EtpativsTONS. 

* ^ J. WaBDlK. 

lltA jlfoy 1S54. J. O. LuKomt. 


From Captam J. T. BA*a, Actii^ Politica] Agent in KattywoTi . 

To H. L. AKDsaso:), Ceq>f Secretary to Govcmmenti Bombay* 

• Dated 21st Dtcemher 1854. 

Sia,~I have the honour to submiitbe census returns* of the Jhareja, Soooira* 
and Jetwft population of Kattywar fur tlie year 1853, and the account current 
of the Infanticide Fund for tlie same period. 

2. Tills census shows that 264 male, and 258 female Jharejas were born dur* 
ing the year; tiiat the total male Jhareja population was 163 greater in twenty* 
one Tttioukas, and 19 less in seven Talookos; ibat the female Jhareja popn- 
lutioii was 171 greater in twenty^lwo Talookas, and 8 less ia six Talookaa. 
There are fifteen Talookas in which the male population, and Afleen in which 
the feiunlei is the same. Of the furty-lliree Talookaa included in Uie J’ arej^a 
census, there are nineteen in which no male children were born dixrxt.j the 
year, seventeen in which no daughters were bom, and twelve in which no 
children of either sex have been bom. The nuiuW of Jhareja males newly 
entered in the present return is 94, and that of females similarly entered is 
43 ; and the number of the former who have left the several Tuiookas during 
the year is 56, and of the latter 20. The U>lal Jhareja mafo population is 
7,957, and the female 3,849. The niinilM.T of males who have died during the 
year is 158, and of fetnaJes 118. The total male Jbarejawpoputation on the 
return for the year 1852 was 7,813, and the female 3,686; so that the present 
return shows that the excess of the former over tlie latter has decreased, and 
it is gratifying t6 observe from many past returns that this decrease, though 
gradual, has been gteady. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of moles bom during the year as 
24, and females 22. Of the male population* thep is an increase of 23 in three 
Talodkas, and on increase of the female population of 16 in three Taloolcas, 
without defeease in either sex^in any. In one Tolooka, that of Rajkot, in 
which the population of Soomras is of inconsiderable amount^ there have been 
no births. The number of Soomra males newly qntered in these retnmt is 14, 
and that of females 6. No males or females have left anv of the several Taloo* 
kas. The total Soomra population is 521 males and 362 females. The num¬ 
ber of deaths durii^ the year has been 15 and 12 females. 

* Oaitled, the mbW a iwi Wiag embodisd is this repoct. 
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4« The Jetwa eeiurai abows that 9 male and 11 female infiuiti were bom 
during the year of report, and givea an inoreaae of 3 malea in one Talooka, 
with a decreaie of 2 malea in one Talooka, and an iocreaae of 10 femalea in 
two Talookae, with a decreaae of 1 in another. There have been* no births 
in one of the Talookaa* One male and one female are newly entered in these 
retoma, and none of eithef* aex hare left any of the Talookaa. The total male 
popnladoo of the Jetwaa ii 246, and the female 148, and 6 mates and 3 females 
hare died during the year of report. It ia gratifying to know from this census 
that the births of female children among the Jetwas recorded are no longer 
few in proper don to those of males, and that the snapicioua inequality long 
existing between the numbers of the two sexes in the population is rapidly 
disappearing. 

5» There bare been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of re^rt 
amongst the tribes included in these returns; but the GoTemment Attachment 
Mehta at Mallia brought the existence of the unnatural crime in the Mohwur 
tribe of Meeanu to the knowledge of Colonel Lang in the present year, 
haring supplied intelligence of two suspected cases, reports on which were 
subipilted to Ooveniment The mother, found guilty in one of these cases, 
was tried on the 12th of July lut before the Political Agent's Court of Crimi¬ 
nal Justice for Kattywar, and is now undergoing the sentence of imprisonment 
which was passed upon her. Proof was not forthcoming to establish the 
second suspected case, but the census taken of the Mohwur population, in 
consequence of late rerelations, showed such a disproportion in the number of 
females under that of males that it was determined to watch thii tribe, the 
heads of which have now passed a solemn engagement to Government to 
abstain, in future, from the inhuman practice, and tbe Inftmticide censors have 
been directed to extend their supervision to the Mohwur community, a census 
of which will ^ added as a supplement to the returns for the present and 
future years. 

6. The account* current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance of 
Rs. 1,08,965-6-10, and the amount of receipts for the year now under notice is 
Ra. 6,768-8-4, making a total of Rs. 1,15,723-15-2. Payments for marriage 
expenses to Jharejas amount to Rs. 6,625, and for pay and batta^ the Infan¬ 
ticide establishment Rs. 1,694-8-0, making a total of Rs. 8,319-8-0, and 
leaving a balance in favour of tbe Fund, at the close of the year 1853, of 
Rs. 1,07,404-7-2. i 

I have tb^ honour to be, Ac. 

* (Signed) J. T. 

Acting Political Ageht. 

Kaitjfwtr Political Camp Ocadul^ 2l$t Dccmher 1854. 
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lUiohitfon by BonarabU BoardrdaUd Stk J'ebmary I866. 

The reenlta ebown in these ptpen may be summed.up*aa follows:*-^ 

1. These has been an excess of male oser female births among the Jbarqa 
an<^ Soomra tribes in the year 1853 of 6 and 2, being at the rate of two and 
one^third and nine per cent respectiTely, while dbmig the Jetwa tribe there 
is an excess of 5 females^ beiz^ equal to eighty*tbree per ^nt. of tbe births. 

2. The approximation in the totals of the female to the male population 
has adiranced during the year at the rate of one and one^ixth, one and one- 
hfthf and three and two^fifths per cent respectirely in these tribei. 

<3. There is nothing in the management of tbe InfasticiJe Fund calliog 
^for particular remark. 

RiaoLVBD|—That these results are ntisfactory; but» in acknowledging the 
receipt of this report, the Acting Political Agent should be requested to expe* 
dUe the transmission of bis report for the year just closed, as the value of 
these returns it considerably lessened when their trausinission is deferred 
until nearly a year after they fall due. ^ 

(Signed) Elphiivstoni. 

Stk February 1855. J. 0« Lvmsdbk. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Katiywar, 

To H. L. Andbrson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated 23rd Avyust 1855. 

Sir,—I have the honour to submit tbe census return* of tbe Jharej*<ft, Soomrm, 
Jetwa, and Mohwar Meeana population of this province for the vear 1854, and 
the account current of the Infanticide Fund for the same period. 

2. This census shows that 266 male and 208 female Jharqas were bom 
during the year; that the total male Jhareja population .^aa 205 greater in 
twenty-five Talookas, and 18 less in nine Tidookas; that the female Jhareja 
population was 162 greater in twenty^four Talookas, and 12 less in five 
Talookas; and tSat there are ten Talookas in which the male, and fifteen in 
which the female population is the same. Of the forty*four Talookas included 
in the Jhsrqa census, there are thirteen in which no male children were bom 
during the year, nineteen in which no female onesawere bom, and ten in which 
no children ^f either sex haveiieen boro. The number of Jbareja males newly 
entered in the present returns is 206, and that of females aitniiarly entered is 
84, ahd the number of the former who have left the several Talookas during 
the year is 95, and of tbe Utter 34. Tbe total Jhsrqm male population is 
8,144, snd the female 3,999. The number of males wbc^have died duric^ the 
year is 190, and of iemaUs 108. Tbe number of female births during the 

* Oaittdd* tbs mbituer bsiaf ewbodisd ia tbs report. 

90 o 
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jfr of report ie 50 below tbat recorded for tbe preriooi ubilit tbat of 
mle births is two in ^cees ; so that» eltl^ngfa femele dea^s are fewer bj 10 
than those noted for 1853, the dkproportioti \Mhf9nT of nmles orer femai^ in 
the Jbareja popntatioQ at the cloae of 1864 fs'dightfy greater than before; bat 
I have no reason for beHeving this is ascribaUe te any bat natorsl caneea. 

9. The Soomra^nsus grrea the namber of males bom doring the year as 
23, $sii of femala 14. -Of die male popahtio% thefe is an increase of 13 in 
one Talooka, and an increase of 6 of the female popnlation, also m one Talooka. 
There is a decrease of 5 in the male popidalion of two Xalookas, and of 8 in 
the female pojyilatioQ of three Tak^kas. Tbt number'of Soomra feondes 
newly eaterj^ in these returns is one i ? males and 6 females have left the 
country since the date of the last report The total male Soomra population 
is 529, and'the femala 360. The namber of deaths during the year has been 
8 males and 12 females. 

. 4. The Jetwa census shows that 0 male and 13 femals infants were bom 
during the year of report, and giies an increase of 8 males In two Talookas, 
and of 7 females in three Tglookas. One male is newly entered in these 
returns, and none of either sex bare left any of the Taloo^s. The total. 
male population of Jetwas is 253, and the female 156; 2 males and 6 females 
have died during the year of report 

6. The census of the Mohwur Meeana population appears for the first time 
with the present returns, and its analysis is postponed till the preparation of 
the next and future ones allows opportunity of comparison. 

6. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report, 
nor have the cexisors in the course of their respective visitation tours found 
reason to suspect the perpetration of the crime in any one instance. 

7. It occura to me that It would enhance the value of the periodical Infen- 
iiciit returns, and, perhaps, add to tbmr efficacy as checks, if, besides showing 
Ihe number of male and female births during each year, they also eihibited a 
register of infaut deaths of the same period. At present the rsgister includes, 
without distinction, all d6ttths-*<^ adults, of children, and of infants; but as it 
is a wall-ascertained fact that the crime of lafenticide, wh^ followed as a 
jmictice, is perpetrated almost invariably either upon oewly-bora babes or upon 
ones of the very teuderest age, it would be usefid, I thiuk, to possess statistica 
for drawing a comparisoii between the numbers of male and female babes who 
survive beyond their first year. I purpose, with the approval of Government, 
to embody this information in the next retnrpa, and have issued |he necessary 
directions to all Native authorities coocenied, and to the Government censm’s, 

4 

when proceeding on their future tear of observatimi. 

8. In September last, a meeting of Rajpoot Cbieb and Karbarees of this 
pro vines, and a deputadon from Kutclg accompanied by Mr. Raikes, assem¬ 
bled St Rajkot, to discuss meisures for the raductioa of marriage expenses, 
and to consider the advisability of iotroducing the practice of giving daughters 
into femilies of the same rank and position from which wives are received. 
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Tbe mult of m£tii9g, m ts afcoftdy kaown to OovenuBoit, was uantU- 
iMtory, aad 1 unhapf^ inoBired aetere ccorare for the.tbnipt aod dictatorial 
couTM Mr. Riike^ to aiy arpriae and disappoiotaMOt, ucriM to me as what 
he onderitood I had contemplated. SubaeqoraUy» bo we ver, negotiations hare 
pa49ed between Hit H^hneas the Rao of Katchr and His Highness the 
Jam of Nowanuggur^ forming the sol^ect of a late* cor^poodeoce with the 
Acting Political Agent at Bboog, the iseoe of which 1 regard as highly grati- 
Tying. The Jarp, m a letter addressed to me G>r the purpose^ had announced 
his earnest deaire to cause a reducdoo of R^poot marrilge expenses by 
practicable meanSp and, as the most effectual airai^ment to secure this redac* 
tion, to recognise the principle of seeking alliances for daughtera femiiiea 
*of the same rank from which wives are takea, if His Highness the Rao, his 
•upenor Jlitreja prince^ would sanction and countenance tlie practice. On 
Colonel Trevelyan communicating the contents of this letter (o His Highness 
the Raop the latter, f itiiout hesitatioo, promptly signified hts decided assent, 
and, in conversation with Colonel Trevelyan on the subject, went so for as to 
distinctly avow his intention, when seeking futnre alliances for his faunly, to 
do so near home I'ather than at a distance. He declared that ** he would enjoin 
both his sons to follow the same course; for in Kattywar, for instance, where 
the aistoma anck usages of the people were similar to those of Kutch, besides 
the saving of expense, much trouble and annoyance are avoide<l in arranging 
and concluding marriages; and the experieoce he has already had ii* Uto 
union of hie daughter with tbe Edur Maharaja (who, though a Chief on a 
very small scale) convinced him of the advantage of keeping within what moy 
be termed the legitimate range of country for the interchange of '^urh mar* 
riages.'* I quote His Highness’s words, as commumcated to me liy the 
Acting Political Agent. In signifying bit assent, the Rao, mqfe<'vcr, sponta* 
neously referred to the very Yad which 1 had brought to the notice of Mr. 
Raiket, to explain tlie nature and d^ree of co-operation our Chiefs expected 
from His Illgliness when the assembly was convened for discussion in 
September; and it will not be wondered that this has caused me personally 
peculiar sabsfaction, for 1 believe that could that Yad, which was nnaecount* 
ably iguored, have been adopted by the deputation, as containing the real 
sentiments of their masttf, the result of the discussions would have been as 
pleasing as that which has attended my recent eorrespoodence with Colonel 
Trevelyan. His Highness the Rao’s determinatibn in tbe matter of marriage 
alliances bas^now been commonkated to all tbe prindpal Rajpoot Chiefs in 
Kfttty war, by whom the reform ^las coosequoitiy been most gratefully and 
cordi&lly welcomed, and thus tbe first, and what mey be regarded as the 
crowning point in our efforts, has been attained. Minor details, to complete 
arraDgements for tbe reduction of the eapenses of marnsgts amongst Rajpoots, 
can gradually be formed, hnd will meet with.little obstacle or opposition ; for 
in Kattywar sneh expeaaes have, by perceptible degrees, been diminishing for 
some years past, aad H has only bM amongst tbe toon considertUe Qiiefo, 
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tnd above mil ia the binUj of the Jmm, thmt thef have comtiaifhd to be very 
ezcesiire, caumed alisQat exclnairely by the ambition which prompted them to 
•eek aUiancee for dmoghtera^ at whaterer ooft» in familiea of higher rank mad 
position than their own. 

9. The account current of the Inftnticide Fund abowa a former belancwof 
Re. 1,07^404-7-2, an^ the amount of receipti for the year now under notice 
» Ra. 6,267*3-8, m^ing a total of Re. 1,12|661«I0-10. Paymenta for mar* 
riage expenaee for Jbareju amount to Ra. 6,700, and for pay and batta to the 
Infonticide eataUiahment to Re. 1,613-4-7, making a total of Ra. 7,313-4-7, 
and learing a balance in fovonr of the Fund at the cloae of the year 1864 of 
Ra. 1,06,341-6-3. 

I hare the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Bana, 

Acting Political Agent. 

KoUtfwar PoHdcal Agena/, Rajkot, 23rd August 1865. 


Resolution by ike Honorable Board, dated Aik September 1866. 

The Right Honorable the Goremor in Council r^^rete that upon a review 
of the accompanying ceusua retumi of the Jhareja, Soomra, Jetwa, and Moh- 
wur Meeanae in Kattywar, he it not convinced that the progress of measures 
for the soppreuion of Infanticide in the year 1864 has b^n satisfactory. 

2. Except in the case of the Hohwur Meeanas, among whom the dispropor¬ 
tion between the male and female population appears to have been reduced to 
the extent of2*420 per cent, the relative proportions of the sexes appear almost 
stationary since the close of the year 1853, while the excess of male over 
female Jharejas and Jetwas hu only been reduced *066 and *664 per cent. 
In the case of the Soomras the excess has increased to the extent of 1*004 
per cent. 

3. Out of every hundred of each sex the deaths of Jhareja males have 
been 2*264, females 2*617; Soomra males 1*470, females 3*183; Jetwa males 
0*784, females 3*726; and Meeaiia males 2*341, females 3*178. These dispro¬ 
portions, until explained by the local authority, leave room for the supposition 
that Infanticide in some form is^tiU practised. 

4. While among the Jkarejas and Soomras the male births exceed those 

of female in the proportion of 12*236 and 24*322 per cent, it is ^me satisfoc- 
^on to find, if the correctness of the retams can bo depended on, that in the 
cases of the Jetwas and Meeauas this position is reversed, and the female 
births exceed those of the male in the proportion of 18*182 and 8*912 per 
cent, respectively. « « 

6, The propoeal in paragraph 7 of C^itain Bafr*i letter, to add to these 
returns a register of deaths of infonts bora in each year, u approved, and, in 
communicating this decision to the Actic^ Political Agent, that officer should 
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be requested to edd, also, such sd daborate aoaljrtis of the rotunu io future as 
may obfiate the necessity for subsaquent eiplanation. • 

6. Od the subject of Jhareja marriage expenses it will suffice, at present,, 
to refer Ae Acting Political Agent to the instnictions conveyed to him in Oo* 
Tsmsuent letter dated the 24th August, No. 3556 dt 1855. The intelligenee 
upon A is subject, however, contained in Captain Barr*s letter, is very gratifying* 

7. The accounts of Ae Infanticide Fund appearing correct, may be recorded. 

(Signed) ELFHiitBToivB. 

J. O. Lvmsdbk. 

4tA S€pUmb€r 1855. A. Malbt. 

s 

. . . I 

4 

Political Bbpabtmbnt. 

From Captain J. T. Babb, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L» AivDBasoN, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dufrd 23r<f March 1854. 

8ib,^ 1 have Ae honour io submit, for Ae instructions of Government, copy 
of a letter, with accompaniments, regarding a case of Female Infanticide 
amongst Ae Hohwurs at Mallia, which I addressed to Major Aston, when he 
was Acting Political Agent, and shall feel obliged by your informing me whether, 
in the present instance, pardon may be extended to Ae moAer of ilie In'ants, 
for the reasons assigned in my letter alluded to. I have directed the extend* 
ance of Ae Chowutlias, and shall in a future communication report, for the 
approval of Government, Ae measures 1 propose to adopt for the suppression 
of Ae crime of Female Infanticide amongst the Mohwur class cf Meeenas, 
Aroughout Ae province. 

2. If the Honorable Board coincide wiA me in my opinion of Ae merito* 
rious conduct ofthe Government Attachment Mehta who brought to the notice 
of Ae poliUcal auAorities the existence of Ait crime in tlA Mohwur commu** 
nity, I would humbly surest Aat a gratuity of Rs. 100* be given to him 
from Ae Infanticide Fund, as a mark of approval. 

I have the honour to be, fte. 

(Signed) J. T. Barb, 

Camp Gogo, 23rd March 1854. * ^ Acting Polittcal Agent. 

• From Captain J. T. Babb, Assistant Political Agent, 

To Ae Actiro Political Aobht ik Katttwab. 

Daicd)0th Febniarp ]S&4» 

Sib,—C olonel Lai^, in a letter, No* 217 of 1653, dated 15A June of that 
year, directed me to prosecute the investigation of two cases of PemaJe Infan- 

* Ihiv fntojtf ma martwerd by Govenmest. 
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nj^crttd by* ib» •Oonm^eoi iOaebatei blfbla fUtioiMd at Maiiia, 
as having a short time pmlo^y occvrad amn^igH tha Hohwan of that 
pUc^ ^ accontpanyiiy inasUtad papan^.^hiefa Lhsva aov the honosr 
to flobsufr frr yw cMsidar^oa, bear spoa b^e of these eases—tbat-ln which 
twin daii|^iSers*‘«eti si^ to have he^ pot to death; ' loqairy ts still in pro¬ 
gress r^srdipgChe ot^#aad« whtti jt jI matored, I ^slTdo cnjiSelfthe bonoor 
' ^npoodog tW result* I may qdd that, io that iostance, I do not expect to 
obtain convicting proof. I brii^ the One under ts vicar aeparately to your notice 
in the preieot letter^ because much deity has already ariseo since the com- 
meneemeot ofay inratigat|oD, occasi 01 ^ by the great difficulty I have ex* 
perienced io^rocuring the iitendance of parties Summoned for eismina^on to 
Rsjtot, and by tny having long waked fer the arrivai of the father of the de¬ 
ceased twins, who^had abended Ttom Mallia, and for whose appearance the 
Chowutttas were'hald respooaible. This man, unfortunately, was killed in an 
affray which in the mean time took place between him and other Mohwurs 
within tbs limits of the Moorvee Talooka. The information which 1 have eli¬ 
cited in this case leaves no doubt in my mind that the infants in question were 
purposely left to die, nouHshmeot baring been denied them by their mother > 
and 1 regret to add that the whole tenor of the evidence, supported, ts it is, by 
the startling fact which the census, taken in accordance with Colonel Lang’s in¬ 
structions, discloses, of there being only 24 females in theMofawur community in 
MsUta, whilst the number ofmsles is 94, convinces metbaitlie crime of Female 
Infanticide must have been prevalent in the kibe. Tbe trial and condemnation 
of one proved guilty of so heinous an offence would, I am aware, have a most 
•alutary effect; bnt as tbe father, whom I consider in this case the chief 
crimind, is dead, I doubt whether it would serve any good purpose to bring 
the mother, who acted evidently at his suggestion, and, perhaps, under intimi¬ 
dation, to trial. The supporition Uiat she bad acted under such influence when 
bewildered and distracted after a recent conBnement, a daughter of three or 
four years of ^e Tying by her, suffering from staall-pox, might, 1 think, be 
adduced as a reason for clemency being extended to her on tbe present occasion, 
and a solemn warning might be given, that in future a similar crime without 
fail would be visited with the severest penalty. The Cbowut^as are ready to 
make any airangement you may wish for its suppression, and, if the Infanti¬ 
cide Mehtas are directed to bring {hia tribe under their supervision, and tlie 
authorities of all places throughout tbe piovince, where Mohwurs are located, 
are obliged to furnish registers of births and deaths, the same u is already 
done wi^ Jhareja children, we may, I believe,* confidently expect mat Female 
loffinUcide amongst this class of Meeaoas will ere long be extinguished. The 
Mehta who brought to oar knowledge the ensteoce amongst them of ibis 
crisM, of which we ha4 hitherto had no auspicion, deserves much credit, and 
if soaae grOuity were presented to him, it would, in my opioioa, be worthily 

* Tbe renlt of ffie forthw bqeiry al lu ded W ebewed thm the ehsTfS wae sot eaesiptiKli 
of proof. 
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tbo to to Ae poUte is Erntt^im tbe i a port t potf we a t t oA Ach 
nrfonnotlofi^ «nd the nmt;^ *wo fwl to pvt a it^ to FonH hA fl i cM ^'ink 
winter^ cftfte it n Ibttad te prevtiL 
• I bcve tbe honour to be^ Ae. 

(Si^odh J- T. * 

AMffcBi Fd&nl Arat. 

' > 

Baib Natobb, f^cr q/^ Mobwob SABOAKiiAt ajf0 ahmi twatjf-Jbv ynrif 
depom befar€ NiJUBiBUJiErR HtmtiflBvfatuB^ Attaetmnt Mtkia of 
MalUa, 

On intorrogEtion^^Twia daughter* were bom to me, and T, having no 
wish to preserve them^did not suckle then; they survived qne day and a balT^ 
and th^Q died, and my husband buried them in the enclosure. My eldest 
daughter at the time was suffhriog from the smallpox, and my being unable 
to take care of her was the cause tor my not preserving them. The girls died 
one hour after each other. When they were bora, my mother, and Hoora 
the midwife, only were ptesent In this there is no doubt, and what I have 
deposed to is cuirect. I did not administer opium to the iDfants, nor did I 
by any other means deprive them of life. I denied them suckle, and as it was 
not my wifli topieseivc them, why should I have euckled them? Noether 
my husband nor any one else advised me (to deprive them of life); I di<l so of 
my own wisU. 

Daitd Sumvut 1009, Bkadurwa Vkd bth ( Thursday, ^nd SepUmher 1863J 
MalUa. 

Wit net 90$^ (Signed) Bsbb Kathbb. 

Chowt^ttia Bhvtcb llAiSB. What is written above ie true. 

Mohwu* Purbhut Bhooha. Written by Mehte Hsbiu Diwjm, 

MonwuB Bhara Joomla. requ«?of Baer Natsm. 

JoOHA Mbfa Soora. 

Mbman Au llussoR. 

The above deposidon, having this day been read to Baee Nathee in the pre* 
aence of Captain ). T. Barr, Acdng hirst Assistant Political Agsot at Camp 
Balacheree, she sUtes)— ' ^ 

These twin daughters were bom about three boon after scorise, and on 
the third dky, about midday, they died; in the mean tipoe I suckled them 
twice or thrice, which not being sufficient, they died. It was anciently 
the custom in my caste not to preserve daughters, but at the present tima 
Infanticide is extinct My third daughter, who is at present with me, 
is three years old, and as she suffered severely from the small^pox, 
my time was taken up in attending upon her; I was Uierefore nnable 
to suekle my other twin daughters; they consequently died. It was not 
my intention to destroy them, and, If the Attachment Mehu has above 
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Stated so, I am not perfectly aware. My mrrWiBg daughter 1 suckled, and 
ten days prior to the bjrth of tsy twin daughters I weaned her. I bad not 
sufficient milk at the time, hot to pacify her, I permitted her to suckle, but At 
present she gets sufficient suckle. At the birth of my twin daughters, my mother 
and a midwife only were present, and when they died no one else besidfo 
myself and husband w;ere present It is not customary to bury a child two or 
four days old in a graveyard, therefore none of my caste people or relations 
attended. The infants are horied in a PhuUia of enclosure. At the time of 
my accouchement my sorriring daughter was lying on the same cot with me. 

This deposition was given before theMaOia Attachment Mehta, and to which 
Purbhut Monwur and Mepa Jaltm are witnesses; the latter are called into the 
presence of Nathee, when they state that they are witnesses to the deposition 
given by Nathee before the Jupteedir, and they call upon her to give a true 
statement pt the case before the Sirktr, when ibe replies that what she has 
deposed to in presence of the Jupteedar is ttue, and further states,« 

It being roy wish to preserve my eldest daughter, 1 suckled her, and not 
the other infants, when they were bom, and consequently they died. 

Dated SumwU 1910, Xartih Shoodk 9th fWedneedayf 9tA November 1853^. 

The twin daughters were of the full period, nine months. » 

(Signed) Nstbbb Morwvb, 

WUneufi* Wife of Sanganeea. 

ApuNDJas WuLUBJU. What is written above is true* 

Msbta Su^ooEEAif Madowjxb. (Signed) Mohwur Purbrut. 

Mbpa Jalim Sooboo. 

What is written above is true. 

On further in^m^tion.—After the twin daughters were bom, I placed 
them on a separate small cot, as my eldest daughter slept on the same cot 
with me; the cots Aere placed close tt^ther. The twin daughters were on 
one <;ot, and I coostantly looked after them, but my not having suckled them, 
they died. 

Dated or abate. * 

I am the married wife of Raja Ktjeea, but 1 deserted him, and live with 
Sangun, and after my husband's ^eath I returned to Mallia, twelve months 
ago; until then 1 kept wandering about 

The daughter now with me, and U^e deceased twin daughters, aie Sangun*s. 
About five years ago Sai^uu eloped with me of my own free will. Afler^ the 
decease of my twin daughters my mother left off visiting my house; she never 
came when be was present, on account of my elopement with him. 

Dated a$ ahote. (Signed) Nathbb. 

WitsesM. 

AimvnjiB Wvluejbb. 

SurrooEBAM MADOwiin. 
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BaxbHooia, lyy#^R ajaMaii 0K» jyarfyiBf^ dtpom 
MalHa AitackmeiU J/obo, NvRBMHOHcrB Hv^ebb i; n Kra* 

On iDterTogttioQ.—-Tb« wife of Mohwur Sangun is my dsQghtaf» sod sttbo 
time of her aecoachemeat the eldest dtughter was lying by her side, end sa&r« 
ing sef erely from the small-poT. At thet time Sengdo came to me, end I 
went there, after which my danghler was deHtefed ofdwia daughters, and 
seeing that the eldest daughter was sufTering, I imioediately retoroed home. 
This was at midday; and in the everiii^ I went to inquire after them, and 
found the new-born infants alire. I did not again go there, but I beard in the 
town that they died on the third day. This much I know. 

On further inCerrogation.^The children were not suckled; tbty conae* 
quedlly died. I am not positively aware whether they died on* the second or 
third day after birth. I state what 1 heard rumoured in the town. 

Dated Samrut 1909, Bhadurwa Vad 2iul (TVewfoy, 20til 9ipte8i&er..lS53). 

Witnesiet, (Signed) Bass Hooka. 

Mohwur Purorvt Bhodba. What is above written is true. 

Mohwub Natha Msramun. Written by Mhao HstnA Dswjbs, 

Bhatbk IIajsb Kbbha. at the request of the above. 

MoirwvB BiIara Mbbamun. 

Jam Mepa Soora. 

Baee Hoort is called to the presence of Captain J. T. Barr, Acting iMiet 
Assistant Political Agent, and the above deposition being read over W her, 
she cohfinns it. 

On interrogalion.^I saw the twin daughters when they were bom but I 
did not see them suckled by my deugbter. I went first in the morning, and 
after mo came the midwife; but when I went again in the evening, the mid¬ 
wife was not present. Nathee's husband, Sangun, was at home both times I 
went. The tliird daughter of Natbee suffered severely fnJb small-poz, and 
the mother, in the anxiety for her, was unable to attend to the twin daughters, 
from which they died; but, after giving birth, it is unlikely she would know* 
ingly destroy tnem. It was customary in my caste to commit Infenticide, 
but from the arrangements made the last twelve months, no one comimts the 
crime. I am not aware who commits H. ^Would any woman kill her own 
offspring? All women would not do so. Nalbee was married to Xajeea 
Kaja, whonj she deserted, and lived with Sangun. I consequently never 
unnecessarily spoke to them, but their eldest daughter having been very ill 
with* the smalhpoz, I went to see her, but having no wish to remun there, 
I did not stop to attend upon their eldest daughter. I did not bear my 
daughter say that she intei^ed to destroy the infents^ from her not having 
suckled them they died. . 

Sumtmi 1910, KarOk SkoodA 9tk (Wedmeeday, 9a Noemher 1853;^ 
Baiaekeree. 

91 Q 
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On Auther intemgaiinn.—Sftngtm doped with Natbee whDe K^eea 
•was alive^ and twdtf«aioothB after bla death Bangu returned to Mallia. . 

The twin dat^hteta were Saognn. It ia now five year# •m 9 p Sanjpin 
eloped with Nathee» and they have now retomed. I am not aware who in* 
formed me of the death pf theae two infanta. 1 heafd that d^ey died on'the 
third day, at midday. 1 heard ao cm the day they died. They were of die 
fell time, nine montha. Their birth waa not premature. 

D^ted at o&oee. 


Witnmet. 

AwrifDJll WuLtTBJSB. 
Svirroo^uif MAMWjaa. 


(Signed) Babs HooaA» 
Wife of Raja Manuk. 
What ia above written ia truei 


(Signed) J. T. Baan, 

Aesiatant Political Agent 


On further inteiTOgatioa.~Both times I went to see the new-born infenta 
they were on a cot, and the cot waa close to Nathee'a cot 
DoUd at ohoee. 

Wxtnettet, (Signed) Bais Hooba« 

Afundjbi Wulubjbb. What ia written above ia true. 

SuMTOOEBAM MaIK)WJBB. 


Babb Hooba, dotryAter of Muqa Boosana, agtd abont fifty ytatt, inhabitant 
of Jfaffia, ttaitt b^ore the j|faf/ia Altachment Mehta >— 

About one month ago, the wife of Mohwur Sangun Walanee having been 
labouring in child-birth, I waa sent for, and I went, and on examining her 
found the child wua crosawaya in the womb; but 1 effected her confinement 
of twin daughters, and, having put them on a stool, called for water to bathe 
them, on which the mother said ** The infanta are to be destroyed, therefore do 
not bathe them.** 1 then said never to do such a thing, but if ao, to give me 
one, and that I would suckle and bring it up, and adopt it as my daughter; 
but she refuaed, and 1 left the house aod went away. The nfext day I went 
to make inquiries, when she told me that she bad destroyed them. Thus it 
happened. 1 am a widow, and a poor woman, and should I openly come 
forwaid, it would be difficult fer ^ Meeanaa; and such cases 

happen in many places. In the house of Mohwur Vera'a aon. Mala, about 
one and a half montbe ago, an infant daughter met a similar fete. 

Sumout 1909, ChMUrm Vttd I2ik (Wedmtday, 4M May 1S63;. 

Base Hoora is thip day called into the presence of Captain Ban, Acting 
PtrstAaaiatant Political Agent, at Camp Balacheree, aod, the above deposition 
having ben read over to her, aba statsa,*^That whal it written of the iofeots 
hafiog been murdared is false, as I did not say that abe would destroy tbem. 
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She told mt ooi to wuh themt u she k&tw what to do wiUi childrto born to 
bar. So liyingt I ^poctod the would deetrojr Ibom. AnoE^t tiie Motaaii 
tbU erime is greatly preealeot, on account of daughters of their own free will* 
eloping srtth other n^cn; heoee the cauea of Inla&tidde. But dnoe the 
veinment Mehta has come here, all are deterred from cotemittiDg iht crime, 
and arrangemenU htTing been made to preTont the domyeeton of it, it ie not 
DOW committed. 


On interrelation.—I did not see the woman enckle bar in&nto; the email 
cot was close to the laige one. Knowing the custom oi the Meeanas, 1 was 
suspicious that she would destroy her iufants; it was therefore 1 ^^bed her fur 
' one of them, when she replied no one would part with her oflspnng. When 
the Jupteedar eeot for me, I then became aware that she had*dCltroyed her 
in&ots. I forget who told me so. I was iguormnt at first as to whether they 
died, or whether they were destroyed. Not having, according to the custom of 
the Meeanas, allowed the infants to be bathed, 1 therefore suspect they may 
have been destroyed. Having confined her of twin daughters, I left them 
alive, and went home. All do not commit Infanticide, tor 1 have three 
daughters. They were of the fuU period, nine months, and Uieir birth was 
not premature. ^ 

Sumvut 1910, ATartiA Skoodk lUAf Fru2^, Wth November 1863J. 

Wiineem. (Signed) Hooaa, 

SuNTOOKKAM Madowjbe. Daughter of MugaBoosa. 

Mohwvr PuannvT Bhodha. What is written above is true. 

Jam Mbpa Soora. 

(Signed) J. T. Baar, 

Assistant Political Agent 


On interrogation.—Mohwar Sangun was at home at the time of her con« 
fioement. At the time of accouchement no male person casoes near the cot, 
but be (Sangun) was in the bouse. 


Dmted ee above, 
WieneSti. 

MoHwira PoBBBtrr. 
Jaji Mipa Soora. 


(Sigtied) Hoora, 

Dai^bter of Muga Boost. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

# Assistant Pohtical Agent 


Political Drpartiirmt. 

From R. L. Andrrsoii, Esq., Actiiy Secretary to Government, Bombay, 
To Captain J. T. Bair, First Assist PoL Agent in Kat^war, in cbarp. 

iW Uk April 1854 

Sit,^ am Areetod by Ae Sight HeMrabie the Oovemor m Cmmoit to 
tek n osHedg c the receipt ef year letter, wiA csdeeaPH, doted the 2M tUme* 
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lo reply, I ta dmni to infbm you, th&t ts it ii esMintii] to the np- 
proiiian of the crime ff Infiukticide thet etery cue dearly eetabHthed ebotild 
he foUowed by puniihmest. His Lordship in Council does not consider it 
prudent, eren under the drcumstancee explained by you, to extend '|«rdoci to 
the Hohwur female, Btee Nathee. 

S« I hate to re^jueet that this female’s trial before the Court of 

Criminal Justice for Kattywar, u directed in Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's 
latter Ko. 3892, dated the 6th July last, be proceeded with, and to toform you 
that, in the erent of her conriction before that tribunal, any mitigating dr* 
cnautances can be considered in awarding punishment. 

4. I hi^^ further to inform you that aiW this, and the other case now 
pendpgi hare been fully disposed of, Government will be prepared to consi¬ 
der the pr^^ of a reward of Rs. 100 to the Attachment Mehta who disco¬ 
vered these casee of Infantidde* 

1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) H. L. Andbason, 

Sombaff Cattli, 8rA April 1664. Acting Secretary to Government. 


From Captain J. T. Bare, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. AifDXBaOK, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot, 14M July 1854. 

8ir,«««I have the honour to inform you that the Mohwur female, Baee 
Nathee, wae tried on the I2th instant before the Court of Criminal Justice for 
Kat^war on a charge of Infonticide, in accordance with the instructions con¬ 
veyed in the 3id paragraph of your letter of the 8th of April last 

2. Ptttwaree, the KarbareeofSaela, and three Chiefs, one of them a Jhareja* 
tat as assessors, abd the evidence adduced was so clear that they at once found 
the prisoner guilty; but, on wdghtng the drcumstancee elicited, they were of 
opinion that she h^ \m her newly bora twin infants to die from want of 
nonriehmeot in obedience to the command of her husband, Vho they conri- 
dar to have been the greater culprit, and that she did so when the herself was 
in a state of bewilderment, with,an dder girl seriously ill from small-pox on 
the bed at the time, and no demale relative or friend by to support or advise* 
They have, therefore, passed the iement sentence of one year’s ordinary impri- 
eoament upon her, and, in doing so, they cajlressed a hope that I would brii^ 
bar case to the notice of the Right Honorable the Governor in Coundl, -with 
the view of pardon beii^, if possible, extended to her, or of some portion of 
her impriicmmtot be)ng remitted. 

3. The Chowuttiu of Mallta attended this Court, as did all the Chieft and 
Gramas who are at preaeot at Rajkot, and the open trial and condemnition of 
die woman will have an effect in putting a stop to the crime of which she has 
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been foand guUty^ which would I believe, be leseeoed if Oovemment, 
for the reuoiis iet forth by the iwoeiore, ere ioclioed to ez«ciee denency 
towerde hen 

4. 9he depends upon her own labour for a livelihood, end ei no proviaion 

cpnld be made for her Utdegirl during the mother's igiprieonment, 1 bare been 
obliged to incarcerate both together. * ^ 

5. 1 have not troubled Government with trenslations of the evidence in 
this case, as it is in substance similar to that contained in the summary wbieh 
accompanied my letter to you, No. 216, dated 15th of June last 

6. From all that has been elicited, and from the census lately taken of the 
Mohwur community, the fact of Female iDfanticide having bgpn to a very 
considerable extent practised by this claM of Meeanas is cl early established. 
Thbir unwillingness to give daughters in marriage to men o^lner tribes of 
Meeanas has, I am told, been the cause of a crime of which, as far as 1 am 
aware, they were never suspected, UU the cases lately brought to our notice 
by the Government Attachment Mehta at MalJia came under investigation. 

7. The Cbowuttias have now passed a solemn engagement to discontinue 
the practice, and the Infanticide eensora have been directed to keep an 
accurate census of all tribes of Meeanas, in the same form as that submitted 
aunually to Government of Jhareju, Jetwas, and Soomras, to which it will be 
added as a supplement. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) J. T. Baab. 

AcUng Political Agent. 

Katiywar PolUieai Ayeacy, S^kot, 14^ tlufy 1854. 

• 

POUTICAL DXfAETMBKT. 

From II. L. AKPtBsoa, Esq., Secretary to Oovemmgnt, Bombay, 

To Captain J. T. Bars, Acting PoliUcal Agent in Kattywar. 

9>ated Anguit 1854. 

SiB,~I bavt the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
14th ultimo, reporting the trial and conviction, before the Court of Crixotnal 
Justice for Kattywar, of a Mohwur female^named Baee Nathee, on a charge 
of Infanticide. • 

2. Th^Court hu sentenced the prisoner to one year's ordinary imprison* 
xoent, but, for the reasons giv^ in your letter, rccommeDds that she may be 
pardoned, or that a portion of the sentence may be remitted. The Right 
Honorable the Oovemor in CooncU ia unable to accede to this reeom* 
mendatioD. *You should recollect that In^ticide is "murder," and that no 
enlightened Government can permit tbe perpetrator of murder, if apprehended, 
to escape without ponishsteoL 

3. Tbe fact, too, stated in the 6th paragraph your letter, that the 
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CfiM of f&ftatiddo i§ extoiHiTely priiCtued urag Ae Irifae io which the 
jwUoiier belcuyo, coD^titoto* a itroog vguaent igaiziftt aay rexaiMnen of ^ 
•enteoce passed apon her,—a aeotence which Hia L^ehip in Council 
but think a ^ery lenient one. 

4. The sentODea sbo^)d, ihenfore^ be earned oat against iht prisoner ; but 
the ** elder girl** •b<pdd not be incarcerated with her mothe^ In ^ 
itegulatioB Prorincee, a child at the breast may be aOosr^ to remain with the 
mother in prieon, but not children of an age wboee mintfa are likely to suffer 
from the contaminatii^ society of a jail. 8ome relation will doubtless take 
ebaige of the girl during her mother's conSaemeDL 

5. If thiL girl require medical treatipefit, she may be placed in the CitQ 
Hospital at Eajkot until her health is restored. 

6. Refer^fiOg to your last paragraph^ I am instructed to state that tbe in« 
fonaation therein contained is satisfactory. 

1 hare the koaour to ftc, 

(Signed) H. h, Akosbson, 

Sombay Caitle^ AtA Avyust 1864. Secretary to Government. 


POUTIOAL H'^FAaTVBirr. 

From Captain J. T. Baaa, Acting Political Agent in Kattywarj 
To H. L. Anx>BisoK»£sq.» Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

DaUd 6tA Junt 1856. 

Sia,^I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, tbe 
translation of a letter I have le^ived from bis Highness the Jam o) Nowa* 
nuggur, and the copy of one with which I forwaided it to (he Acting Political 
Agent in Kutch. 

2. A^^tiouA alliances have been the great cause of extravagant expendi¬ 
ture in Rajpoot nubViages in Kattywar, and 1 theiefore legaid the approval 
the Jam haa signified of t^ proposal to give daughteis into the same families 
from which vrives are takX as a very importtnt step towards the attaioment 
of the object we have in view. 

8. His Highness the Rao of Kutch and the iam having now no unmarried 
daughters, I believe tbe present to be a favourable opportunity for securing 
their assent to tbe pnnaple for the formation of maniage alliances which it b 
se desirable to introduce; and If the principle be recognised by.tbese two 
isiiting Jharajas, the veform aimed at wiU ipesdt^ heefiected, in as &r aaidl 
^ oensiderable Bijpoot CUeii in this province are noaemnd. 

I have tbe honour to be, Jbe. . 

** ‘ . (Signed) J.T.Bann, 

Anting Poiitieal Agent 

g ittywee ^ K itsn f ChiV JblenlM^ M Ane 1465. 
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Pnm O^Aii& J. T. SAtSi Aotug Politicd Agwt in Ktlljrwtr, 

To Lloutootnt Cchod 'hppBLTAx/Acting Politieai Agent io Xulch. 

• Ihi^ 31#t JAy )86& ' 

, 8ib«-^I hete umh ittiftSietioo in ferwtnliiig^ fer^pwr infomilioOf tiie oopff 
offt letter I Imre received from Hie Higbneea the Jem of^owenoggari in whicll 
he decleree hie enziety tor the redaction of memtge expeneee, end tDOouaM 
hie desire to recognice the prioci|de of giving deaghtert into the aeme Rajpoot 
iamiUee from which wives ere now receivedi provided bis saperior Jberqe 
princOp His Highness the Rao of Kutch, will sanction and oounteosnce the 
practice. His Highness the Jam being the leading Riypoot (hief in thia 
province, ell the others are prepared to follow his axamplap a nd wi ll cordially 
eofer into any arrangements which may be considered best cdSKted for the 
attainment of the desired rednctioo. I conaequently regard the announcement 
now made bt^the Jam as an important step towards the object b view, for the 
great diflicd^^hiUierto in Ksttywar has been to persuade him and the other 
princi{ial Chieft to consent to forego ambitious alliaaces, and to curtail ez« 
peases incurred thereby, the inferior Rajpoot Orasias and landholdere having, 
for w>me time past, very generally given daughten into femilies from which they 
have taken wives, and having been checked in extravagance by the inquiry which 
is always instituted to ascertain the rank and ataoding of the conlraeting parties, 
as a standard by which the amount of aid from Uio Infanticide Fund pt. d to 
defray the marriage expeoses is calculated. If you will, therefore, Kindljf 
fevour me in return with His Highness the Kao*s wishes on this subject, and 
with su^estions fiom yourself, my most besrty co-opcration is remiy m fbnn* 
ing, ss circumstances rosy dictate, a general system to complete reform we 
in common so earnestly desire to introdace« 

1 have the bononr to be, Ac. ^ 

(Signed) J^T. Baxa, 

Acting Political A^eaL 

K(U(i/v<rr Political Agmey, Camp Balachnte^ 3 May 1866. 


From Jam Sbcbs VuBAiSB, Chief of Nowanuggur, 

T(^ Captain J. T. Barb, Actix^ Political AgenL 
After cogipUments.'^My reason for writing is as follows r-^Wilh all Raj¬ 


poots, high and low, it is enstoAary io seek alliancea for dsugfatem in fenultes 
supenor to that of tha fethera of the bridea, and Chieft of rank are thus put to 
great expense in givii^ danghters to others who sre above them. C<4ooel 
Lai^, on the pait of Ooverament, has often advised ly, for the purpose of 
avoidii^ this e ipc Me, to gjva daoghtm into the same fomiKea from which wa 
take wtwsa, and you, after havh^ repeated this ad vice on sereral occasions, have 
asked me to weigh and emmidw it walL U repty^ I have to state that the 
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Mtfbir of daogbtan unoogtt ioferior Chieh hM mcmted lo aaocb that the 
il^eeteiit praetiee haeftir aome time paetbeea given apbj them, andthej are in 
^ coaetant hahit af giving dangfatera into ftmiliM from which wivea are 
takeiif and very many of the poorer Graaiaa diapenae with the Podloo altfigether. 
Tahtng the aulyect nnde^ooneideratioa aa concerning the anperior Chie^ aher, 
I KBwd the propoae^practice aa highly advantageona to na all, and approve 
Of tt myaelf; hot of na Jbarejaa the leedii^ one ia the Rao Sbree,* beaidea 
which, he ia my auperior prince; therefore, if the Rao Shree will conaent to 
counteoance the arrangement, it will at once be introdnced, bat othenviae no 
change can be effected by me. 

Simvut l|ll, JmM Shoodh 14lA, Soodwar C30th May 1836J. 

(Tn|p copy and tranalation) 

^ (Signed) J. T. Bars, 

Acting Political Agent. 
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From H. L. AKDinaAv, Eaq., Secretary to Qovemment, Bombay, 

To Lieut Colonel H. W. Trbtbltan, Acting Political Agent in Kutch. 

Dated 18M June 1835» 

Siiiy^The Acting Political Agent in Kattywar baa aubmitt^ to Govern* 
mentaeopy of hit letter to your addreaa, No. 133, dated the 31 at ultimo, 
encloaing for your informatioD the tranalation of a commn nidation to hia 
addreaa from the Jam of Nowannggur, relative to the reduction of Jhareja 
narria^ expenaea. 

2. With reference to the above commnnication from Captain Barr, Z am 
directed to inform yon that the Right Honorable the Governor in Council will 
await the receipt of yonr report upon the important aubjeet therein alluded to, 
and at the adne time to expreaa the very eameat deaire of Government that 
Hia Highneaa the Pmo will e£Bcient]y co-operate in making arrangeToente by 
which the object of fecilitating the marriage of Jhareja daughtera, and dimi- 
niahii^ their marriage e^^boaea, may be attained. 

I have the honour to be, fee. 

(Signed) H. h. ANDanaoN, 

Btmhay Coatfe, 18tk«7ioia 185^ Secretary to Government. 

t__ ♦ 

Political DapAwncBNT. 

From Lient CoL H. W. Tbbtsltaiv, Acting Political Agent in Katcb,, 

To H. L. Avraxaoa, Baq., Secretary to Oovemment, Bombay. 

liaiad 9a 1866. 

Stm,—I do myaelf ihe hooonr of forwardh^, for ^ infonnatMNi of Oovero- 
mmtf with reference to your letter of the 18th nhtno, No. 2664» eo |7 of one 
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of thu day*d ikie, No, 45I» which I have addressed to the Aetii^ Political 
Agent in Kat^ywa^» together with a translation into English of a Yad received 
from His Highness the Rao, eoutaioing his sentiments oi^he commaoicitioo 
from th^ Jam of Nowaauggur to Captain Barr» relating to the reduction of 
Raippot marriage expenses, ^ 

As regards this province, marriages are increCin^ and the lyatejmin 
force for keeping down the expenses attending them progreuing satism* 
tprily. 

3. Moreover, Ilis Highness the Rao it, I feel assured, quite alive to the 
great importance of diminishing the expenses of marriage ceremonies, aud 
item my own observations shortly after arriving here in the begi^ng of last 

* year, 1 can vouch for the proper ^nomy and consistency observed by him 
in providing for his daughter's unton with the Edur Mahf^^. On that 
occasion, Maharaja Juwansingjee came himself to Bhooj to marry and 
escort his bride to Edur; aud no Pudloo was exacted from, nor given by the 
bridegroom, which, it will be seen in the translation, IJis Highness does not 
approve of, where the females of his own himily are concerned. 

4. Both the sister and daughter of the Jam (of Nowanuggur) were married 
by proxy (or Dhola or Khardoo) to the Jodh[>oor Chief, and his eldest son 
respectively, nei^er of whom came to Nowanu^ur to receive their brides 
and escort them back to the Marwar capital, swords of state witli a d(*puta- 
tJon being substituted fur the presence of the bridegrooms on tlioaeoccusi .iis, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. TnivstvAK, 

Acting Political Agent ii. Kutch. 

Political OfficCf Bhoo/, ^th Juijf 1865 * 


From Lieut. Col. H, W. Tbbvblyau, Acting Political ^gent iu Kutelv)^ 

To Captain J. T. Barb, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Datc^Bkoty, 9tk Juhj 1825. 

SiR,-~I do myself the honour to acquaint you, with reference to the corre- 
Lett.rrn,»r«.. No. 133, n«r^HnaUy noted thatsince Ilia llighnea. 

dstedthe 3lit Hsy 1^56. the Rao 8 return Bbooj from iera, m the latter 
Cib^utoo and of last mootb, ! have taken an Opportunity of 

^ discussing the subject of your letter, and the Yadee 

of His Highness the Jam of NoAanuggur which accompanied it, in regard to 
the seduction of Rajpoot marriage expenses, and it appears to me that the 
seutiraents of the former Chief, as expressed in his Y^ee (copy of which is 
herewith forwarded), are very much, in all essential ^ints, in unison with 
those of the latter. 

2. The diminution of Rajpoot mamage expenses has been, w you are 
aware, for a length of time past a matter of great interest to His Highness the 
^ 920 
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Rao, and much tima and attention hare been gi?eti to it by him, the result of 
which 10 manifest from the present satisfiictory working of the arrangements 
in force in this province for the furtherance of that object 

3. In seeking alliances for daughters from Emilies of equal rank cod posi¬ 
tion with those from l^tch wives are received, His Highness the Rao 
expresses his concurrgneeV instances the fact of bis having married !)is 
daughter, to the R^a of Edur, whom, with tlie exception of being a Rathore, 
he considers his inferior in every point of view, and doubtless he is so ; and 
further, that this union he consented to in order to meet the wishes of the 
British Government, and set an example to others to act in like manner. 

4. In fu^re marriages again in his own ftmily, His Highness expresses 
his willingr^ss to unite his daughter (shoidd he have any more) to a ])erson(^e 
of equal oc df lower rank even than the Maharaja of Edur, wherever the nego¬ 
tiations may be satisfactory to both parties; and more, it appears to me, cannot 
be expected from him on this head. 

5. Among the poorer Jhareja liajpoots, availing themselves of the contri¬ 
butions from tlio Infanticide Fund, mHiriages in Kutch have very considerably 
increased during the current year, which cannot be looked upon otherwise 
than as an indication of their appreciation of such aid, which must tend in a 
very great degree, if not altogether, to reconcile them to the preservation of tbeir 
female offspring; aud as regards these classes, 1 am not aware that anything is 
further required to be done in the way of promoting marriages among them. 

6. In the marriages of his Bhyad in this province, you will observe His 
Highness t'cmarka that Uiey are in Uie habit of marrying tiielr daughteis into 
families of lower rank Uian ibemseUes, and no unwiUingness on tfieir |mrt is 
shown iu contracting such alliances. 

7. With respect to Pudloo, and marrying by Dhola (by proxy), however, 
His Highness Is averse, as being, he says, in opposition to the Shasters and 
th^custom of kings; and in a matter such as this, His Highness is of course 
at liberty to hold his own opinion,—nor do I see any good timt would be 
attained by endeavouring^ controvert it 

I have the honour to be, icc, 

(Signed) H. W, Tni'vKLVAK, 

Acting Political Agent. 

J^uliticul Office, \)(h July 18oo. 


Trauilationof a Yeu^from Hu Highneutke Rao op Kvtcb to Colonel 
Tr£VSi,yan, Acting PoUticol Agent tx Kutch. 

1 have received your Yad No. 387, dated 28th June, in which yon mention 
that Captain Barr, the Acting Political Ag^i in Kattywar, forwards a copy 
of a letter from Jam Shree Vaeb^ee of Nowauuggur, write that the Jam, 
who is the head of the Chieb of Ais province, has agreed to give his daughters 
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to hooMof the same nnk as he 111&7 mmj hie loni fromi end, with the Tiew 
of lesseniog marriage expenses, hu agr«d to this ^dvice on the part of Go- 
Ternment: it is therefore ho|)ed that the Maharaja Sthcb, who is th? 
elder bAnch of iho caste, will agree to do this also; and, coosequmt on Cap- 
t%n Barr’s ferwardiag copy of his letter to the B^bay Goveroiaent, 1 have 
sow reedved a letter from Goveroment, sayiugthey hoped 1 would do all I 
could in the matter just conceded by tbe Jam. This letter was enclosed with 
a copy of the Jam Sbree’s letter by you, with a request that 1 should answer it 
My intentions have been in accordance with this from the beghming, and on 
Margsheersh Shoodh 4th, Sumvut 1909,1 wrote to the Jam to this effect, and^ 
keeping this point in ?iew, I married my daughter into lheEdur%mi1y, though 
inferior to mine in rank, on advice gf Goreroxnent; and after Ou^Govcminent 
should not think that there is aQ^ hindrance on roy part, anO^ willing to 
raarry my daughters into any family of equal standing with that of Hdur, or 
even inferior <0 him, or the Swustani of Kattywar frum which I may taka 
daughters for my sons, and I am ready to give and take daughters in marriage 
wherever the negotiations for betrothal may JSe satisfactory to both imrties. 
From the b^inuing, I have put neitlier himlnnrcnorop|)osUion in tlie way, nor 
do) now. But the matter of taking Pudbw and marrying by Dhofa* is in oppo¬ 
sition to the Sbastcfs and tbe customs of kings, and I cannot consent to it; 
and as it is the custom for the Kattywar Chicb botli to take Pud loo and to 
marry their daughters by Dhola, llicy do not make any objections to it, 
Besides, my Bliyad in tJiis province are in the habit of marryinc. their 
daughters into families of lower rank than themselves, and they show no per- 
vei'sciicss rcgirdiiig the marrying tlielr daughters above tJjem, so nn hi/jdrtnre 
can be imputed to them: therefore be pleased to write what you think proper 
on this subject to Government, and 4o tlic Political Agent in Kattywar. 
lit Aihud PW4rA, Sopwnrj SumotU \^Jl2(2ndJ9fy 1855^.^ 

(True translation) ^ 

(Signed) A. Y. Suortt,. 

Acting AHsistont Political Agent in KutcL 


From Lieut Colonel II. W. TBEVELra.v, Acting Pul. Agent In Kutch, 
To H. L. Axse8su:v, Esq., Secretary Government, Bombay. 

* * Dated lOol July 1656. 

Sia,-*In continuation of my yesterday’s letter to your address, I do myself 

the Jionour of transmiuiog the eociosed copy of Sf further communication 

which I have this day addressed to Captain Barr, the Acting Political Agent in 

• 

Bv tskiDf Pudloo’* is mesnt the lua of moaey givoi to the pireol* of Ike fid sboults 
iMBirriedby ihe.iamnioftlMbndefrooo By " •srf5iHbyBkols”ismosmtkiiaodiBf 

of the Wide to the bride g rooa, who docs not cosetonseivt bar: this h^feas vbea tbs 
isakofthe hndcfruoB n irsMertiuui thMof the Widr. 
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Kattywar, on the tnbjeet of the reduction of Rajpoot marriage expeniei in 
Kutch and Kattywar. . 

I hare the honour to be» &c. 

(Signed) H. W. Trkvsltax, 

^ Acting Political Agent in Kutch. 

PoHiical Agtnt'i Q^e, Bhoof, lOtA Juiy 1855. 


From the Actiko PouncAt Aorkt if Rutcit, 

To Cap^Q J. T. Barb, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Doted Bhoojt lOM July 1855. 

8iB,~In*&nUnuatio& of my letter cS^ y^rday'a date, I do royselPthe 
honour of acquainting you, that during a tisit paid me thia forenoon by Hia 
HigHneaa the Rao, we again coovereed concerning the aubject of .your own and 
Hit Highness the Jatn*» communicatione, on letteoing R^poot marriage ex^ 
pentet, when he (the Rao) obterved, that in seeking future alliances for his 
family, be had quite made up his mind to do so near home rather than at a 
distance, and that he should enjoin both bit sons to follow the same course 
after him; for in Kattywar, for instance, where the customs and usages of the 
people were similar to those of Kutch, besides the saring of expense, much 
trouble and annoyaocc are avoided in arranging and concluding marriages; and 
the experience he had already bad in the union of his daughter with the Edur 
Maharaja (who, though a Chief on a very small scale) convinced him of the 
advantage of keeping within what may be termed the legitimate range of coun* 
try for the interchange of such marriages. 

2. His Highness the Rao, as you may be aware, is married to two sisters 
of the Raja of Drangdra, and his eldest son to two daughters of the same 
Clj^f, whilst the youngest son is married to a daughter of the Wankaneer 
Cliief, all belonging to Kattywar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. Teevblyan, 

Acting Political Agent in Kutch. 


Eetohtiou ly the UoMrable Boards dated 15til AuguU 1855. 

Rx 80 LVBn,»Tbat the expression of the' grstifieetioB of Government b^ 
conveyed through the fespective Political Agents to His Highness the Rio of 
Kutch and His Highness the Jam of Nowanuggur, on account of the highly 
favourable declarations which have been made by both these princes on the 
subject of the redaction of marriage expenses. The resolution of each to seek 
alliancea for daughters from frmilies of equal rank and position with those 
from which oona are sought is highly satisfretory, azul the exam^Je will, the 
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Bi^ht Honorable the Governor in Couacit believes, be productive of the best 
resuha* • , 

The intelligence convejed in the 5th peregmph, thA marriages in KntcU 
have Recently very much increased, is a source of sincere satisfaction to Go* 
gernment. ^ * 

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council aitirely concurs with the 
Acting Political Agent in considering that, with reference to Pudloo and 
marriages by Dhola, Ilis Highness the Rao must be permitted to bedd his 
own opinions without interference. 

It might be as well to request the Political Agent in Kutch, with reference 
to his statement that Jhareja marriages are increasing, to submitV simple return 
of authenticated marriages for last ten years beiween^l^daughters of 
Jh*arejas and others. The fidelity of this return should bc^anctioned or 
guaranteed by the Durbar. 

(Signed) J. Q. Lumsdbk. 

15/A AMg}ai 1855. A. Malet. 



[NOTE.—Extracts from the Proceedings of Governmenty connected 
with the Suppression of Infanticide in the KUTCHy MA HEE 
KANTAy and PAHLUNPOOR DISTRICTSy xciUpro- 
babbf he hereafter published in a sqmrate SeleciihH^\ 






